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PREFACE. 



In tbis vdumey as in those preceding it and in those to oomei 
Aett will be found only the history of Public Powers. Other 
historians will write that of diplomacy, of war, of the finances, of 
the Church : my subject is a limited one. To my great regret, 
however, this new part fills an entire volume; and the last part, 
on the revolutionary government, will be as long. 

I have again to regret the dissatisfaction which I foresee this 
woik will cause to many of my countrymen. My excuse is, that 
almost all of them, more fortunate than myself have political 
principles which serve them in forming their judgments of the 
past I had none; if, indeed, I had any motive in undertaking 
this work, it was to seek for political principles. Thus &r I have 
attained to scarcely more than one; and this is so simple that it 
wiU seem puerile, and that I hardly dare enunciate it Never-^ 
thdess I have adhered to it, and in what the reader is about to 
peruse my judgments are all derived fix>m that; its truth is the 
measure of theirs. It consists wholly in this observation : that 
kuman society, espeeiaOy a modem society, is a vast and compH- 
caUd thing. Hence the difficulty in knowing and comprehend- 
ing it For the same reason it is not easy to handle the subject 
wdL It follows that a cultivated mind is much better able to 
do Ais dian an uncultivated mind, and a man specially qualified 
dian one who is not. From these two last truths flow many 
other consequences, which, if the reader deigns to reflect on them, 
he win have no trouble in defining. 
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In this society, in a state of dissolution, in which the passions' 
of the people are the sole efficient force, that party rules which 
knows best how to flatter these and turn them to account. Along- 
side of a legal government, therefore, which can neither repress 
nor gratify these passions, arises an illegal government which 
sanctions, excites, and directs them. While the former totten 
and falls to pieces, the latter strengthens itself and completes its 
organization, until, becoming legal in its turn, it takes the other's 
place. _xx^ 
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i THE REVOLUTION. BOOKiv, 

I. 

We find a theory at the outset, iii justification of these popu- 
lar outbreaks and assaults, which is neither improvised, added to, 
nor superficial, but firmly fixed in the public mind, fed by long 
anterior philosophical discussion ; a sort of enduring, long-lived 
root out of whidi the new constitutional tree has arisen, namely, 
the dogma of popular sovereignty. Literally interpreted^ it means 
that the govomnent is merely an inferior clerk or domestic. 
We, the people, have established the government; and ever since, 
as well as before its organization, we are its masters. Between 
us and it " no contract " that is undefined, or at least lasting— 
" none which cannot be done away with by mutual consent or 
through the unfaithfiilness of one of the two parties." Whatever 
it may be, or provide for, we are nowise bound by it ; it depends 
wholly on us ; we remain free to <' modify, restrict, and resume 
as we please the power of which we have made it the depository." 
By virtue of a primitive, inalienable right the commonwealth 
belongs to us and to us only; if we put this into the hands of the 
government it is as when kings delegate authority for the time 
being to a minister, and which he is alwa]rs tempted to abuse ; it 
is our business to watch him, warn him, check him, curb him, 
and, if necessary, displace him. We must especially guard our- 
selves against the craft and manoeuvres by which, under the 
pretext of preserving public tranquillity, he would tie our hands. 
A law, superior to any he can make, forbids him to interfere with 
our sovereignty; and he does interfere with it when he under- 
takes to foresUll, obstruct, or impede its exercise. The Assem- 
bly, even the Constituent, usurps when it treats the people like 
a royal drone (roi fainiant)^ when it subjects them to laws 
which they have not ratified, and when it deprives them of action 
except through their representatives. The people themselves 
must act direcdy, must assemble together and ddiberate on 
public afi^irs; they must control and censure the acts of those 
they elect ; they must influence these with their resolutions, cor- 
rect their mistakes with their good sense, atone for their weakness 

I C£ "The Anctent R^gune,** p. 94a. Qtadoos from the " Contnt SodaL"— Budiex nk 
Rome, " Histoire Pariementaire," XXVI. 96. Declaxation of rights read by Robeapiefro b 
die Jaoobia club, April 21, 1793, and adopted by die dub aa its own. ** The peapto b mrw* 
•reign, the government u its woric and its property, and public fiinrtionariaa an }/$ 
iPcAa. The pei^ile can displace its mandatories and change in gofensMBt whan f 
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CHAP. I. rjTE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 3 

by their energy, stand at the helm alongside of them, and even 
employ force and throw them overboard, so that the ship may be 
saved, which, in their hands, is drifting on a rock. 

Such, in fiact, is the doctrine of the popular party. This doc- { 
trine !S carried into effect July 14 and October 5 and 6, 1789. 1 
Loustalot, Camille Desmoulins, Fr6ron, Danton, Marat, Potion, J 
Robespierre proclaim it untiringly in the political dubs, in the \ 
newspapers, and in the Assembly. The government, according 
to them, whether local or central, encroaches everywhere. Why, 
after having overthrown one despotism, should we set up another? 
No longer subject to the privileged aristocracy, we are subject to 
" the aristocracy of our representatives." * Already at Paris " the 
body of citizens is nothing, while the municipality is everything"; 
it encroaches on our imprescriptible rights in refusing to let a 
district revoke at will the five members elected to represent it at 
the H6tel-de-Ville ; in passing ordinances without obtaining the 
sanction of electors ; in preventing citizens from assembling where 
they please ; in interrupting the out-door meetings of the clubs in 
the Palais Royal; "Patriots are driven away by the patrol." 
Mayor Bailly, "who keeps liveried servants, who gives himself a 
salary of 110,000 livres," who distributes captains' commissions, 
who forces pedlars to wear metallic badges, and who compels 
newspapers to have signatures to their articles is not only a tyrant, 
but a peculator and robber, and " guilty of t^se-nationr Worse 
usurpations are committed by the National Assembly. To swear 
fidelity to the constitution, as this body has just done, to impose 
its work on us, to make us take a similar oath, without taking 
our superior rights into account and without reserving a special 
ratification of it to us * is " overlooking our sovereignty," " sport- 
ing with the nation's majesty," and "substituting the will of 
twelve hundred individuals for that of the people : " " Our rep- 
resentatives have failed to treat us with respect." 

This is not the first time, and it is not to be the last Often 

> Bachex et Roox, 324. (An axtide by Loustalot, SepL 8, 1789). Ibid, 331. Motion of 
the District oif Cord^Uexs, preaded over by Danton.— /3a/. 239. Denunciation of the mu- 
Bidpafily by Marat— V. 198, VI. 94-41 (March, 1790). XKe nuu'oricy of the districts de- 
mand the pcfmaoent authority of the districts, that is to say, of the t<ivtrngH political a»* 
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do they exceed their mandate; they disarm, mutilate, and gag 
their legitimate sovereign* , they pass decrees against the people in 
the people's name ; such is \ieir martial law, specially devised foi 
" suppressing the uprising of citizens " — ^that is to say, the only 
resource left to us against conspirators, monopolists, and traitors. 
Such is their decree against publishing any kind of joint placard oi 
petition, a decree "null and void," and "constituting a most fla- 
grant attack on the nation's rights." ^ Especially is the electoral law 
one of these, a law which, requiring a small qualification tax for 
electors and a larger one for Us (UgibUs^ " consecrates the aris- 
tocracy of wealth." The poor, who are excluded by the diecree, 
must regard it as a nullity; they must register themselves as they 
please and vote without scruple, because natural law has prece- 
dence over written law; it wotild be simply " &ir reprisals " i^ at 
the end of the session, the millions of citizens lately deprived of 
their vote unjusdy, should seize the usurping majority by the 
throat and tell them : " You cut us off" firom society in your cham- 
ber, because you are the strongest there ; we, in our turn, cut 
you off from out-door society, because we are strongest in the 
street. You have killed us civilly — ^we kill you phjrsically." 

Accordingly, from this point of view, all riots are legitimate. 
Robespierre in the tribune ^ excuses jacqueries^ refuses to caU 
castle-burners brigands, and justifies the insurgents of Soissons, 
Nancy, Avignon, and the colonies. Desmoulins, alluding to two 
men hung at Douai, states that it was done by the people and 
soldiers combined, and declares that " henceforth — I have no 
hesitation in sajdng it — ^they have legitimated the insurrection; " 
they were guilty, and it was well to hang them.^ Not only do 
the party leaders excuse assassinations, but they provoke them. 
Desmoulins, " attorney-general of the Lantern,* insists on each 

* Bodies et Rom^ X. 194, an article by IfanL— X. z-aa, speech liy RobeqiierTe at 
iIm SNatiiig of May 9, i79i.~IIL 347* an ardde by LoustaloL IIL aij, speech by 
Robe sptei te^ nieetfaig df Oct aa, 1789. Ihid, 431, article by TiOiistalot and Desmoulins, 
Nov.. S789.— VL 336^ articles by Loustalot and Marat, July, 179a 

* The Constituent Assembly created two classes of decton; one^ die mass of Toters, 
cniwisHng of diose who paid a small qwaBfiration tax, the value of a day's labor, and who 
we called acUot dtisens, and the other, chosen by thb class, of dmoe who elected depu- 
dss to the Nadonal Assembly, their qualification tax bebg die valoe of a half-pound of 
rihrer.— Tk. 

* Ernest Hamel, "Histoire de Robespierre," pastim^ (I. 436). Robespierre proposed to 
eosAr political rights on die bhuJes.~Bache8 et Rous, IX. 864 (March, 1791). 

^Boches et Rous, V. 146 (March, 1790); VI. 436 (July ais^ 1790); VIIL 847 (Dec., 
Ms X. sa4 June, X791). 
^TUs soubriqiiet is b ssle w e d ea DesmouHas ea account of hit adrocm of steMi s ps o 
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of the dghtjr-three departments being threatened with at least 
one lantern descent;" while Marat, in the name of principle, 
constantly sounds the tocsin in his journal : ''When public safety 
is in peril, the people must take power out of the hands of those to 
idiom it is entrusted. . . Put that Austrian woman and her 
brother-in-law in prison. . . Seize the ministers and their clerks 
and put them in irons. . . Make sure of the mayor and his 
lieutenants; keep the general in sight, and arrest his staff • • 
The heir to the throne has no right to a dinner while you want 
bread. Organise bodies of armed men. March to the Na- 
tional Assembly and demand food at once, supplied to you out 
of the nationsd possessi(»s. . . Demand that the nation's 
poor have a future secured to them out of the national contribu- 
tion. If you are refused join the army, take the land, as weD as 
gold whidi the rascals who want to force you to come to terms 
by hunger have buried and share it amongst you. Off with 
the heads of the ministers and their underlings, for now is the 
time; that of Lafayette and of every rascal on his sta£^ and of 
every unpatriotic battalion officer, including Bailly and those 
municipal reactionists— all the traitors in the National Assem- _^ 
bly!" Marat, indeed, still passes for a furious ranter among 
people of some intelligence. But for all that, this is the sum and 
substance of his theory: It installs in the political edifice, over 
the heads of delegated, regular, and legal powers an anon]rmous, 
imbecile, and terrific power whose decisions are absolute, whose 
projects are constantly adopted, and whose intervention is san- \ / 
guinary. This power is that of the populace, of a ferocious, 
suspicious sultan, who, appointing his viziers, keeps his hands 
firee to direct them, and his sdmiter ready sharpened to cut off 
thetrheads. 

11. 

lliat a fBpccuiBXor in his doset should have concocted sodi a 
dieory is comprehensible ; paper will take all that is put upon it, ^ 
while abstract beings, the hollow simulacres and philosophic pup- | 
pets he creates, are adapted to every sort of combination.— That 
a lunatic in his cell should adopt and preach this theory is also 
comprehensible ; he is beset with phantoms and lives outside the 

lioBSy die vicdiBs of revolarionaiy passioe bdng often hung at the nettrast Immitrm, m 
•inct lamp, at duit time in Pamtafpeiided acton the fltreet by ropes flrcluiiM.--TB. t 
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actual world, and, moreover, in this ever-agitated democracy he 
is the eternal denunciator and instigator of every riot and murder 
that takes place; he it is who under the name of ^< the people's 
friend " becomes the arbiter of lives and the veritable sovereign. 
— ^That a people borne down with taxes, wretched and starving, 
schooled by declaimers and sophists, should have welcomed this 
theory and acted under it is again comprehensible ; extreme suf- 
fering renders all weapons available, and whero there is oppres- 
sion, that doctrine is true which serves to throw oppression off. 

' But that public men, legislators and statesmen, with, at last, min- 
isters and heads of the government, should have made tnis 
theory their own ; that they should have more fondly dung to it 
as it became more destructive ; that, daily for three years they 
should have seen social order crumbling away piecemeal under 
its blows and not have recognised it as the instrument of such 
vast ruin that, in the light of the most disastrous experience, 
instead of regarding it as a curse they should have glorified it as 
a boon ; that many of them — an entire party, almost all of the 
Assembly — should have venerated it as a rdigious dogma and 
:arried it to extremes with the enthusiasm and rigor of faith ; 
that, driven by it into a narrow strait, ever getting narrower and 
narrower, they should have continued to crush each other at 
every step ; that, finally, on reaching the visionary temple of their 
so-c^ed liberty, they should have found themselves in a slaughter- 
house, and, within its precincts, should have become in turn 
butcher and brute ; that, through their maxims of universal, typical 
liberty they should have inaugurated a despotism worthy of Da- 
homey, a tribimal like that of the Inqdsiton, and raised human 
hecatombs like those of ancient Mexico; that, amidst their prisons 
and scaffolds they should persist in believing in the righteousness 
of their cause, in their own humanity, in their virtue, and, on their 
fall, have regarded themselves as mart)rrs— is certainly strange ; 
such intellectual aberration, such excessive self-conceit are rardy 
encountered, and a concurrence of circumstances, Ae like of 
which has never been seen in the world but once, was necessary 
to produce it 

*^ Exaggerated self-conceit and dogmatism, however, are not rare 
in the human species. These two roots of the Jacobin intellect 
exist in all countries, underground and indestructible. £veiy 
wheie they are kept from sprouting by the established <»der ol 
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things; everywhere are they striving to upheave old historic foun- 
dations which press them down. Now, as formerly, students live 
in garrets, bohemians in lodgings, physicians without patients and 
lawyers without cHents in lonely offices, so many Brissots, Dan- 
tons, Marats, Robespierres, and St Justs in embryo; only, for 
lack of air and sunshine, they never come to maturity. At twen- 
ty, on entering society, a young man's judgment and self-esteem 
are extremely sensitive. — Let the society in which he is com- 
prised be what it will, it is for him a scandal to right reason : it 
was not organized by a legislative philosopher according to a 
sound principle, but is the work of one generation after another, 
according to manifold and changing necessities. It is not a pro- 
duct of logic, but of history, and the new-fledged thinker shrugs 
his shoulders as he looks up and sees what the ancient tenement 
is, the foundations of which are arbitrary, its architecture con- 
fused, and its many repairs plainly visible. — In the second place, 
whatever degree of perfection preceding institutions, laws, and 
customs have reached, these have not received his assent ; others, 
his predecessors, have chosen for him, he being subjected before- 
hand to moral, political, and social forms which pleased them< 
Whether they please him or not is of no consequence. Like a 
horse trotting along between the thills of a wagon in the harness 
that happens to have been put on his back, he has to make the 
best of it Besides, whatever its organization, as it is essentially 
a hierarchy, he is nearly alwa3rs subaltern in it, and must ever 
remain so, either soldier, corporal or sergeant Even under 
the mo6t liberal 83rstem, that in which the highest grades are 
accessible to all, for every five or six men who take the lead or 
conunand others, one hundred thousand must follow or be com- 
numded, which noakes it vain to tell every conscript that he car- 
ries a marshal's baton in his sack, when, nine hundred and 
ninety-nine times out of a thousand, he discovers too late, on 
rummaging his sack, that the baton is not there. — It is not sur- 
prising that he is tempted to kick against social barriers within 
which, willingly or not, he is enrolled, and which predestine him 
to subordination. It is not siuprising that on emerging from tra* 
ditional influences he should accept a theory which subjects these 
arrangements to his arbitrament and gives him authority over his 
mperiors. And all the more because there is no doctrine more 
simple and better adapted to his inexperience ; it is the only one 
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lie can comprehend and manage off-hand. Hence it is that 
young men on leaving college, especially those who have their 
way to make in the world, are more or less Jacobin,— it is a dis^ 
temper which belong to growth} — In well organised commmiities 
this distemper is beneficial, and is soon cured The putilic 
edifice being substantial and carefiilly guarded, malcontents soon 
discover that they have not enough strength to pull it down, and 
that on contending with its guardians they gain nothing but 
blows. After some grumbling, they too enter at one or the other 
of its doors, find a place for themselves, and enjoy its advantages 
or become reconciled to their lot Finally, either through imita- 
tion, or habit, or calculation, they willingly form part of that gar- 
rison which, in protecting pubUc interests, protects their own 
private interests as welL Generally, after ten years have gone 
by, the young man has obtained his rank in the file, where he 
advances step by step in his own compartment, which he no 
longer thinks of tearing to pieces, and under the eye of a police- 
Oian whom he no longer thinks of condemning. He even some- 
times thinks that policeman and compartment are of use to him ; 
considering the millions of individuals who are trying to mount 
the social ladder, each striving to get ahead of the other, he sue* 
ceeds in comprehending this — that the worst of calamities would 
De a lack of barriers and of guardians. 

Here the worm-eaten barriers have cracked all at once, their 
easy-going, timid, incapable guardians having allowed things to 
take their course. Society, accordingly, disintegrated and a pell* 
meU, is turned into a turbulent, shouting crowd, each pushing 
and being pushed, all alike over-exdted and congratulating each 
other on having finally obtained elbow-room, and all demanding 
that the new barriers shall be as fragile and the new guardians 
as feeble, as defenceless, and as inert as possible. This is what 
has been done. As a natural consequence, those who were 
foremost in the ranks have been turned back; many have 
been struck down in the firay, while in this permanent state of 
disorder, which goes under the name of definitive order, red 
hedtf and pumps continue to be trod on by hob-ni3ed shoes 
and sabots. — ^A free field is now open to the dogmatist and 

> Oail«v« Fkubert. '*Toitt notaire a rhtk dcs sultanes ** < ' Madame Bovaiy "). " Fx6. 
IMc tnwnk. que le bonlieur m^ti par TexcelleDce de son i ne tardait & Tcnir ** (*' L'Edu 
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the intemperate egotist There are no more venerable instilu- 
tions to overawe, nor physical force to keep them in restraint. 
On the contrary, the new constitution, through its theoretical 
declarations and the practical application of these, invites them 
to disolay themselves. — For, on tiie one hand, this constitution, 
as lav declares that it is founded on piure reason, beginning 
with a long string of abstract dogmas from which its positive 
prescriptions are assumed to be rigorously deduced ; this is sub- 
mitting all laws to the shallow comments of reasoners who will 
both interpret and break them according to principle. — On the 
other hand, practically, it hands over all government powers to the 
elections and confers on the clubs the control of the authorities ; 
this is ofifering a premium to the presumption of the ambitious who 
put themselves forward because they think themselves capable, and 
who defame their rulers purposely to displace them. — Every ad- 
ministrative system is a tmiieu which serves to develop some\ 
species oi the human plant and blight others. This is the best 
one for the propagation and rapid increase of the coffee-house 
politician, the club haranguer, the stump-speaker, the street-rioter, 
the committee dictator — ^in short, the revolutionist and the tyrants 
Phantasy and presumption in this political hot-bed assume mon 
strous proportions, and, in a few months, brains that are now 
only anient become of a white heat 

Let us trace the effect of this excessive, unhealthy temperature | 
on imaginations and ambitions. The old tenement is down; the I 
foundations of the new one are not yet laid ; society has to be 
made over again from top to bottom. All well-meaning people 
are invited to come and help, and, as one plain principle suffices 
in drawing a plan, the first comer may succeed. Henceforth polit- 
ical fancies swarm in the district meetings, in the clubs, in the 
newspapers, in pamphlets, and in every head-long, ventiu^esome 
brain. ^ There is not a merchant's clerk shaped by reading the 
*Nouvelle Hfloise,'' not a pedagogue that has translated ten 
pages of Livy, not an artist that has looked through RoUin, not 
a paragraphist that is converted into a political authority by com- 
mitting to memory the logogriphs of the 'Contrat Social,' who 
does not manu&cture a constitution. . . As nothing pre- 
sents less of an obstacle than the perfecting of the imaginary, 
all perturbed spirits flock to, and become excited, in tbi3 

« MaBe^Duiwii, "Correspoodance poHdque.*' 1796b jOOglC 
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Ideal realm. Begmning with curiosity^ all end in transportSi 
Ordinary people rush to the enterprise the same aa a miser to an 
mcantation scene which promises to bring bim treasure, and, 
thus childishly attracted, each hopes to find at once, what has 
never been seen under even the most libera) governments, immu- 
taUe perfection, universal brotherhood, the power of acquiring 
what one tacks, and a life composed wholly of enjoyment" 

One of these enjo]rments, and a keen one, is this species of 
speculation. One soars in space. By means of eight or ten 
ready-made phrases, derived fix>m the six-penny catechisms circu- 
lated by thousands in the country and in the suburbs of the towns 
and dties,^ a village attorney, a customs clerk, a check-taker of a 
theatre, the sergeant of a soldier's mess becomes a legislator and 
philosopher; he critidses Malouet, Mirabeau, the Ministry, the 
King, the Assembly, the Church, foreign Cabinets, France, and 
all Europe. Consequently, on these important subjects, which 
always seemed forever forbidden to him, he offers resolutions, 
reads addresses, makes harangues, obtains applause, and con- 
gratulates himself on having argued so well and with such big 
wends. To hold forth on questions that are not understood is 
now an occupation, a matter of pride and profit. ^* More is 
uttered in one day," sa3rs an eye-witness,' '^ in one section of Paris 
than in one year in all the Swiss political assemblies put together. 
An Englishman would give six weeks of study to what we dispose 
of in a quarter of an hour." Everywhere, in Ae town halls, in 
popular meetings, in the sectional assemblies, in the wine shops, 
on the public promenades, on street comers vanity erects a tribune 
to verbosity. '* Contemplate the incalculable activity of such a 
machine in a loquacious nation where the passion for being some- 
thing dominates all other affections, where vanity has more phases 
than there are stars in the firmament, where reputations sdready 
cost no more than the trouble of insisting on their being deserved, 
wiiere society is divided between mediocrities and their trumpeters 
who laud them as divinities ; where so few people are content 
with their lot, where the comer grocer is prouder of his epaulette 

i«'Botr«dens du Ptee Ginid," by CoUot <rHabois. ^\jm Euvnim dn P«ipk/' by 
BmiNii '* La CoosdtotioD Fkan^aiM pour l« Habitans des CMapagncs," etc Lftt«r» 
•■L'AlpbdbM dM S>a»Oilotf,'* •*Ltt Noavwu Cat^dutme RApafaicab," ~L« Con- 
^mdrmimti de b PUiie ec dt k lUpabUque " (in vene), etc 

•Jtfmwyv dt Fnm($, an aiticlt by Mallet-Dupan, April 7, 1793. (Sowlif n^ ef tb« 
I«ri79«.) 
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than the Grand Cond6 of his Marshal's baton, where agitation 
without object or resources is perpetual, where, from the floor- 
scrubber to the dramatist, from the academician to the simpleton 
#ho gets muddled over the evening newspaper, from the witty 
courtier down to his philosophic lackey, each one revises Montes- 
quieu with Ae self-sufficiency of a child which, because it is learning 
to read, deems itself wise ; where self-esteem, in disputation, cav- 
illing and sophistication, destroys all sensible conversation; where\ 
no one utters a word but to teach, never imagining that to learn/ 
one must keep quiet; where the triumphs of a few lunatics entice 
every crackbrain from his den ; where, with two nonsensical ideas 
put together out of a book that is not understood, a man assume? 
to have principles; where swindlers talk about morality, women 
of easy virtue about civism, and the most infamous of beings 
about the dignity of the species; where the discharged valet of a 

' grand seignor calls himself Brutus 1" — In reality, he is Brutus in 
his own eyes. Let the time come and he will be so in earnest, 
especially against his late master; all he has to do is to give him 
a thrust with his pike. Until he acts out the part he spouts it, 
and grows excited over his own tirades; his common sense gives 
way to the bombastic jargon of the revolution and to declama- 
tion, which completes the Utopian performance and eases his 
b;^ of its last modicum of ballast. 

1^ It is not merely ideas which the new regime has disturbed, but 
it has also disordered sentiments.} " Authority is transferred from 
the Ch&teau of VersaiUes and the courtier's antechamber, with no 
intermediary or counterpoise, to the proletariat and its flatterers." ' 

I The whole* of the staff" of the old government is brusquely set 
aside, while a general election has brusquely installed another in 
its place, offices not being given to capacity, seniority, and expe- 
rience, but to self-sufficiency, intrigue, and exaggeration. Not 
only are legal rights reduced to a common level, but natural 
grades are transposed A the social ladder, overthrown, is set up 
again bottom upwards; the first eff'ect of the promised regenera- 
tion is *^ to substitute in the administration of public affiiirs petti- 
foggers for magistrates, ordinary citizens for cabinet ministers, 
ex-commoners for ex-nobles, rustics for soldiers, soldiers for cap- 
tains, captains for generals, cur^ for bishops, vicars for cur^s, 
monks for vicars, brokers for financiers, empirics for adiPinistra- 
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tors, journalists for political economists, rhetoricians for legisla- 
tors, and the poor for the rich." — Every species of covetousness 
IS stimulated by this spectacle. The profiision of offices and the 
anticipation of vacancies '' has excited the thirst for command, 
stimulated self-esteem, and inflamed the hopes of the most inept 
A rude and grim presumption renders the fool and the ignoramus 
unconscious of their insignificance. They have deemed them- 
selves capable of anything, because the law granted public 
functions merely to capacity. There has dawned upon each an 
ambitious perspective ; the soldier thinks only of displacing his 
captain, the captain of becoming a general, the clerk of supplant- 
ing the chief of his department, the new-fledged attorney of don- 
ning the purple, the cur6 of being ordained a bishop, the veriest 
scribbler of seating himself on the legislative bench. Offices and 
professions vacated by the appointment of so many upstarts afford 
in their turn a vast field for the ambition of the lower classes."— 
Thus, step by step, owing to the reversal of social positions, is 
brought about a general intellectual fever. <' France is trans- 
formed into a gammg-table, where, alongside of the discontented 
citizen oflering his stakes, sits, bold, blustering, and with ferment- 
ing brain, the pretentious subaltern rattling his dice-box. • • • 
At the sight of a public functionary emerging fit>m nothing, 
where is the bootblack whose soul does not bound with emula- 
tion ?"-f He has merely to push himself and elbow his way to - 
secure a ticket!'' in this immense lottery of popular luck, of pie- 
ferment without merit, of success without talent, of apotheoses 
without virtues, of an infinity of places distributed by the people i 
wholesale, and enjoyed by the people in detail." 1 Political charla^ 
tans flock thithei* fix>m every quarter, those takmg the lead who, 
being most in earnest, believe in the virtue of their nostrum, and 
need power to impose its recipe on the community; all being 
saviors, all places belong to them, and espedaUy the highest 
They lay siege to these conscientiously and philanthropically; if 
necessary, they will take them by assault, hold them through 
force, and, forcibly or otherwise, administer thdr paoacea to the 
human species. 

IIL 

Such are our Jacobins, bom out of social decomposition like 
mushrooms out of compost | Let us consider their inner ocgani- 
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zation, for they have one as formerly the Puritans; we have only 
to follow their dogma down to Its depths, as ^h a sounding- 
line, to reach the psychological stratum in which the normal 
balance of faculty and sentiment is overthrown. 

When a statesman, who is not wholly unworthy of that great 
same, finds an abstract principle in his way, as, for instance, that 
of popular sovereignty, he accepts it, if he accepts it at all, accord- 
ing to his conception of its practical bearings. He begins, accord- 
ingly, by imagining it applied and in operation. From personal 
recollections and such information as he can obtain, he forms an 
idea of some village or town, some community of moderate size 
in the north, in the south, or in Ae centre of the country, for 
which he has to make laws. He then imagines its inhabitants 
acting according to his principle, that is to say, voting, moimdng 
guard, levying taxes, and administering their own affairs. Famil- 
iar with ten or a dozen groups of this sort, which he regards as 
examples, he concludes by analogy as to others and the rest on 
the territory. Evidently it is a difficult and uncertain process \ 
to be exact, or nearly so, requires rare powers of observation, 
and, at each step, a great deal of tact, for a nice calculation has 
to be made an given quantities imperfectly ascertaimd and imper- 
fectfy noted !^ Any political leader who does this successfully, 
does it through the ripest experience associated with genius. 
And even then he keeps his hand on the check-rein in push* 
ing his innovation or reform; he is almost always tentative; 
he applies his law only in part, gradually and provisionally ; he 
wishes to ascertain its effect ; he is always ready to stay its opera- 
tion, amend it, or modify it, according to the good or ill results of 
expeiiment; the state of the human material he has to deal with 
is never clear to his mind, even when superior, imtil after many 
and repeated gropings. — Now the Jacobin pursues just the oppo- ^ {C 
site course. His principle is an axiom of political geometry, ( (/ 
which always carries its own proof along with it; for, like the 
axioms of common geometry, it is formed out of the combination 
of a few simple ideas, and its evidence imposes itself at once on 

iFoac, before deriding oa any meesure, ooaiuked a VLl, H— *^ one of the most aabi» 
•■da!!, and even narronr-minded, members of the House of Commons. Some asloaishnMil 
beii^ exprassed at diis, he replied that he regarded Mr. H— as a pcHecK tjrpe of tiba 
facnicies and prejodioes of a country gentleman, and he used him as a thermometer. Napo> 
Ison fikewise stated that before fraasing an important kw, ha imiginrd to himiilf iUii lauw 
•ba k wold make on the mind of a body peasanL 
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all minds capable of embracing in one conception the two terms 
of which it is the aggregate expression. Man in general, the 
rights of man, social contract, liberty, equality, reason, nature, 
the people, tyrants, are all elementary conceptions ; whether pre- 
cise or not, they fill the brain of the new sectary \ oftentimes 
these terms are merely vague, sounding words, but that makes 
no difference; as soon as they meet in his brain an axiom springs 
out of them that can be instantly and absolutely applied on every 
occasiot) and at all hazards. Men as they really are do not con- 
cern him. He does not observe them ; he does not require to 
observe them ; with dosed eyes he imposes a pattern of his own , 
on the human substance manipulated by him ; the idea never en- 
ters his head of forming any previous conception of this complex, 
multiform, swaying material — contemporary peasants, artisans, 
townspeople, cur6s and nobles, behind their ploughs, in their 
homes, in their shops, in their parsonages, in their mansions, with 
their inveterate beliefe, persistent inclinations, and powerful wills. 
Nothing of this enters into or lodges in his mind ; all its avenues 
are stopped by the abstract principle which flourishes there 
and fills it completely. Should actual experience through the 
"^eye or ear plant some unwelcome truth forcibly in his mind, it 
cannot subsist there ; however (»bstreperous and telling it may be, 
the abstract principle drives it out ; if need be it will distort and 
strangle it, on the ground or its being a calumny, as it gives the 
lie to the principle which is true in itself and indisputable. Mani- 
festly, a mind of this stamp is not sound ; of the two faculties 
which should pull together harmoniously, one is undeveloped and 
the other over-developed; facts are wanting to turn the scale 
against the weight of formulae. Too heavy on one side and too 
light on the other, the Jacobin mind turns violently over on that 
side to which it leans, and such is its incurable infirmity. 

Consider, indeed, the authentic monuments of Jacobin thought, 
the "Journal des Amis de la Constitution," the gazettes of Lou- 
stalot, Desmoulins, Brissot, Condorcet, Fr6ron and Marat, Robes- 
pierre's and St. Just's pamphlets and speeches, the debates in 
the Legislative Assembly and in the Convention, the harangues 
addresses and reports of the Girondists and Montagnards, in 
brief, the forty volumes of extracts compiled by Buchez and 
Roux. Never has so much been said to so little purpose ; alJ 
the truth that is uttered is drowned in the monotony and infla- 
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tion of empty verbiage and vociferous bombast One experi- 
ence in this direction is sufficient. The historian who resorts to 
this mass of rubbish for accurate information finds none of any 
account ; in vain will he read kilometers of it : scarcely will he 
encounter one fact, one instructive detail, one document which 
brings before his eyes a distinct physiognomy, which shows him 
the real sentiments of a villager or of a gentleman, which vividly 
portrays the interior of a hdtel-de-ville, of a soldier's barracks, 
of a municipal council chamber, or the character of an insurrec- 
tion. To define fifteen or twenty types and situations which sum 
up the history of the period, we have been obliged, and shall be, 
to seek them elsewhere — in the correspondence of local admin- 
istrators, in affidavits on criminal records, in the secret police* 
reports, and in the narratives of foreigners,* who, prepared for it 
by a different education, look behind words for things, and see 
France beyond the " Contrat Social." This teeming France, this, 
grand tragedy which twenty-six millions of players are perform- \ 
ing on a stage of twenty-six thousand square leagues, is lost to / 
the Jacobm ; his literature, as well as his brain, contain only un- 1 
substantial generalizations like those above cited, rolling out in a 
mere play of ideas, sometimes in concise terms when the writer 
happens to be a professional reasoner like Condorcet, but most 
fi-equently in a tangled, knotty style fiiU of loose and discon- 
nected meshes when the spokesman happens to be an improvised 
politician or a philosophic tyro like the ordinary deputies of thel y' 
Assembly and the haranguers of the dubs. It is a pedanticp^ 
scholasticism set forth with fanatical rant Its entire vocabulary! 
consists of about a hundred words, while all ideas are reduced 
to one, that of man in himself; society, in their conception; 
of it, consists of so many human units, all alike equal and in-> 
dependent, contracting together for the first time ; none could \ 
be briefer, for, to arrive at it, man had to be reduced to a 
minimum. Never were political intellects so dried up, and 
so wilfully; for it is the attempt to systematise and to sim- 
plify which causes their impoverishment In that respect they 
follow the method of the century, keeping in the track of, 
Jean-Jacques Kousseau: theu- mental mould is the cldssic mouldy * 
which mould, ahready contracted with the late philosophers, is yet 

' •'Tableatuc de k Revolution Fran^aise,** by Sdimidt (wpecially the repotts by Dab«n|. 

■ •'ConctpoodBiiot «l Gounrerneur Moxris," "Mcaoifs of Malloi-Diipai;'' ^fJCooNTi 
•wwl" ••UnSi|oar«nFh«ot''iB0Bii««9otoi7«s. Diaitizedby VjOCFJ 
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more so with them hardened and toughened to excess. The best 
representatives of the type are Condorcet,* among the Girondists, 
and Robespierre, among the Montagnards, both mere dogmatist? \ 
and pure logicians, the latter the most remarkable and with a J 
perfection of intellectual sterility never surpassed. — In the forma- 
tion of durable laws, that is to say, in the adaptation of social 
machinery to characters, conditions, and circumstances, such a 
mind of all others is certainly the most impotent and die most 
mischievous, for it is organically short-sighted; and, again, its 
code of axioms, interposed between it and surrounding objects, 
shuts off its horizon ; beyond its own coterie and club it dis-^ 
tinguishes nothing, while in the vagueness and confusion of the 
dbtance it sets up the empty idols of its own Utopia. — But when 
power has to be taken by assault, and a dictatorship arbitrarily 
exercised, the mechanical rigidity of such a mind is serviceable 
rather than detrimental Unlike that of the statesman, it has no 
drawback, no embarrassment arising from the necessity of making 
investigations, of respecting precedents, of looking into statistic^ 
of calculating and tracing beforehand in different directions thb 
near and remote consequences of its work as this affects the inter 
ests, habits, and passions of diverse classes. All this is super 
annuated and superfluous ; the Jacobin comprehends legitimate 
government and good laws instantaneously ; his rectilinear pro- 
cess is the shortest and most efficient both for destruction and 
construction. For, if calm reflection is required to get at what 
suits twenty-six millions of living Frenchmen, a mere glance suf- 
fices for him to know what is requisite for the human abstractions 
of the theory ; — indeed, according to the theory, men are all 
shaped to one pattern, nothing being left to them but an ele- 
mentary will ; thus defined, the philosophic automaton demands 
liberty, equality and popular sovereignty, the maintenance of the 
rights of man and adhesion to the '' Contrat SodaL" Hiis suf- 
fices : henceforth the will of the people is known, and known 
beforehand ; a consultation among citizens previous to action is 
not essential ; there is no obligation to await their votes. In any 
event, a ratification by the people is sure ; and should this not be 

■ See, in ** ?rogr^ de I'esprit humtune," the superiority awarded to tbe repuUicaa ooiisd> 
tBtloo of Z793. (Book ix.) '* The principles ot* of which tbe constitotion and laws ol 
France hare been combined are purer, more exaci, aid deeper than those which f0 » cnie< 
dM Americans : they have more compleldy escap e d the influent *>X everr sort of prem 
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forthcoming it is owing to their ignorance, disdain, or malice, in 
which case their response deserves to be considered as null ; the 
best thing to do, consequently, through precaution and to protect^ 
the people from what is bad for them, is to dictate to them what 
is good for them. — In all this, the Jacobin acts in good fiaiith; 
for the men in whose behalf he claims rights are not flesh-and- 
blood Frenchmen, as we see them in the streets and in the fields, 
bat men in general, as they ought to be on leaving the hands of 
Nature, or after the teachings of Reason. As to the former/, 
there is no need of being scrupulous because they are infatuated 
with prejudices and their opinions are mere drivdling; as for the 
lafter, it is just the opposite : full of respect for the vainglorious 
images of his own theory, of spectres begotten by his own intel- 
lectual contrivance, the Jacobm always will bow down to responses 
that he himself has provided, for, the beings that he has created 
are more real in his eyes than living ones and it is their suffirage 
on which he counts. Accordingly, viewing things in the worst 
Ught, he has nothing against him but the momentary antipathy 
of a purblind generation. To of&et this, he enjoys the approba- 
tion of humanity, self-obtained; that of a posterity which his acta 
have regenerated; that of men who, thanks to him, are again 
become what they should never have ceased to be. Hence, iax 
from looking upon himself as an usiuper or a t3rrant, he considers 
himself the natural mandatory of a veritable people, the author- 
ised executor of the common wilL Marching along in the pro- 
oessicm formed for him by this imaginary crowd, sustained by 
millions of metaphysical wills created by himself in his own image, 
he has their unanimous assent, and, like a chorus of triumphant 
shouts, he will fill the outward world with the inward echo of his 
own voice. 

IV. :0 

I In eveiy doctrine which wins men over to it, the sophistry it 
contains is less potent than the promises it makes; its power 
over them is greater through their sensibility than through their 
intelligence; for, if the heart is often the dupe of the head, ^ 
latter is much more firequently the dupe of the former. We do . 
not accept a system because we deem it a true oney but because 
die truth we fod in it suits us. Political or rdigioos fiuiatjciin^ 
aoj diecdog^ or philoiopbical channd in which truth flow% 
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tlwfljTS has its source in some ardent longing, some secret pas<jion, 
some accumulation of intense, painful desire to which a theory 
affords an outlet ; in the Jacobin, as well as in the Puritan, there 
is a fountain-head of this description. What feeds this source 
with the Puritan is the anxieties of a disturbed conscience which, I 
forming for itself some idea of perfect justice, becomes rigid and 
multipUes the commandments it believes that God has promul- 
gated ; on being constrained to disobey these it rebels, and, to 
impose them on others, it becomes t3rrannical even to despotism. 
The first effort of the Puritan, however, wholly internal, is self- 
control ; before becoming political he becomes moral With the 
Jacobin, on the contrary, the first precept is not moral, but polit- 
ical; it is not his duties which he exaggerates but his rights, 
while his doctrine, instead of being a prick to his conscience, 
flatters his pride.^ Vast and insatiate as human pride may be, 
it is satisfied this time, for never before has it had so much to 
feed upon. 

^ In die programme of the sect do not seek for the limited pre* 
rogatives growing out of self-respect which the proud-spirited man 
claims for himself, such as civil rights accompanied with those 
political liberties that serve as sentinels and guardians of these 
rights — secmity for life and property, the stabffity of the law, the 
integrity of courts, equality of citizens before the law and under 
taxation, the abolition of privileges and arbitrary proceedings, 
the election of representatives and the administration of public 
funds ; in short, the precious guarantees which render each cttizen 
an inviolable sovereign on his limited domain, which protect his 
person and property against all species of public or private 
oppression and exaction, which maintain him calm and erect 
before competitors as weU as adversaries, upright and respectfiil 
in the presence of magistrates and in the presence of the gov- 
ernment A Malouet, a Mounier, a Mallet-Dupan, partisans of 
the English Constitution and Parliament, may be content with 
such trifling gifb, but the theory holds them all cheap, and, if 
need be, will trample them in the dust Independence and 

mths. After ddng the Revolutions of the lUteenth and B ev en teenth oenturiei, ** which 
dfiriTrirt dieir Yirtoe from and bad their roots in oaoadenoe, whidi wen — — *«^ bjr fiuMl^ 
dun and die hopes of another world," he thus condades: ** Onr Heroliidoa^ pv>^ polaft. 
:cal, is wholly rooted in egotism, in everybody's ofiumr froj^rt. In the g—M ii al ii in s of whidh 
li fcond the common interest." ('* Brissoc d£voiU^" by rtaiiii DmmaitMm, llnirhM •! 
Manxt XIII aof, Jaaoacy, 179s.) 
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security for the private citizen is not what it promises, not the 
ri^t to vote every two years, not a moderate exercise of influ- 
ence, not an indirect, limited and intermittent control of the 
commonwealth, but political dominion in the full and complete 
possession of Frame and the French people. There is no doubt 
on this point. In Rousseau's own words, the ^^ Contrat Social ^ 
prescribes ^^the complete alienation to tiie community of each 
associate and all his ri^ts," every individual surrendering him- 
self wholly, ''just as he may actually be, he himself and all his 
powers of which his possessions form a part," so that the State, 
not only the recognised owner of property, but of minds and 
bodies as well, may forcibly and legitimately impose on every 
member of it such education, form of worship, religious faith, 
opinions, and sympathies as it deems best^ Now, each man, 
ioldy because he is a man, is by right a member of this despotic 
sovereignty. Whatever, accordingly, my condition may be, my 
incompetency, my ignorance, my insignificance in the career in 
which I have plodded along, I have full control over the fortunes, 
Kves^ and consciences of twenty-six millions of French people, 
bdng accordingly Czar and Pope, according to my share of 
authority. 

But if I adhere strictly to this doctrine, I am yet more so than 
my quota warrants. This rojral prerogative with which I am 
endowed is only conferred on those who, like mjrself, sign the 
Social Contract in full; others, merely because they reject some 
dause of it, incur a forfeiture; no one must enjoy the advan- 
tages of a pact of which some of the conditions are repudiated. 
Again, as this pact is based on natural right and is obligatory, 

1 RotHMsa't idt» of die omn^^oteiioe of the State b also that of Louk XIV. and N^ 
b b coriofoi to tea tha dsvclopmeiit of tha •ame idea ia the mind of a contemponury bonr. 
CM^EkeiUtifdelaBretoiiae^halfttteraiyaDdhalfoiieofthepeople. r Nidtt de Paris,** 
XVe Boil. 377* on the September Manacres.) *'No^ I do not pity thoae fiinatical pricsu ; 
ttej bavv done the oountiy too much miscfaiet Whaintr t^ »ockly^ or tk mt^^riiy qf it^ 
Sggifm, ikmi it right He who opposes this, who caUs down war and vengeanoe on the 
■aiion,ia n monster. Order is always found in the agreement of the minority. TJk4mtf$or. 
iff it ahmjm gmify, I f^femi it, gvm i^ ii it mioraify figJki, Nothing but common sense is 
wedsd to sea that troth." Hid, (On the execution of Loub XVI.), p. 447. «Had the 
■atioB Ae ri^ to condemn and execnte himt No thinking person can adc such a que» 
ion. Tko mmi it u it tvtrytkimg in Uttlf; its power b that which the whole human kind 
would have if but .one nation, one single government governed the globe. Who would dare 
dMB diqmte the power of humanity T It was the indisputable povrer that a nation has, te 
fierfrsfw evtM an imtoctni num, felt by the andeot Greeks, whici- fed them to exile Aristi* 
des and pot PlwdoB to death. ' Oh truth, unrecognised by our xmtemponuies, what evil 
Ws aifKS duoogh forgetting it r ** 
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he who rejects it or withdraws from it, becomes by that act a 
miscreant, a public wrong-doer and an enemy of the people. 
There were once crimes of royal l^e-majesty; now there are 
crimes of popular Ifese-majesty, which crimes are committed 
when by deed, word, or thought, any portion whatever of the 
nore than royal authority belonging to the people is denied or 
contested. The dogma through which popular sovereignty 
is proclaimed thus actually ends in a dictatorship of the few, 
and a proscription of the many. Outside of the sect you are 
outside of the law. We, five or six thousand Jacobins of Paris, 
are the legitimate monarch, the infallible Pontiff, and woe betide 
the refiactory and the lukewarm, all government agents, all 
private persons, the clergy, the nobles, the rich, merchants, 
traders, the indifferent among all classes, who, steadily opposing 
or )rielding uncertain adhesion, dare to throw doubt on our un- 
questionable right ! 

One by one all these consequences are to come into light, and 
it is evident that, let the logical machinery by which they unfold 
themselves be what it may, no ordinary person, imless of con- 
summate vanity, will fully adopt them. He must have an 
exalted opinion of himself to consider himself sovereign others 
wise than by his vote, to conduct public business with no more 
misgivings than his private busmess, to directly and forcibly 
interfere with this, to set himself up, he and his clique, as guides, 
censors and rulers of his government, to persuade himself that, 
with his mediocre education and average intellect, with his few 
scraps of Latin and such information as is obtamed in reading- 
rooms, coffee-houses, and newspapers, with no other experience 
than that of a dub, or a municipal council, he could discourse 
wisely and well on the vast, complex questions which superior 
men, specially devoted to them, hesitate to take up. At first this 
presumption existed in him only in germ, and, in ordinary times, 
it would have remamed, for lack of nourishment, as diy-rot or 
creeping mould. But the heart knows not what strange seeds it 
contains I Any of these, feeble and seemingly inoffensive, needs 
only air and sunshine to become a noxious excrescence and a 
colossal plant. Whether third or fourth rate attorney, counsel- 
lor, surgeon, journalist, cur6, artist, or author, the Jacobin is like 
the low hind that has just found, in one comer of his hut, a lot 
of old parchments which entitle him to the throne. What a 
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contrast between the meanness of his calling and the importance 
frith which the theory invests him! With what rapture he 
accepts a dogma that raises him so high in his own estimation ! 
Diligently conning the Declaration of Rights, the Constitution, 
an the official documents that confer on him such glorious pre- ^ 
rogatives, charging his imagination with them, he immediately 
assumes a tone be^tting his new position.^ 

Nothing surpasses the haughtiness and arrogance of this tone. 
It declares itself at the outset in the harangues of the clubs and 
in the petitions to the Constituent Assembly. Loustalot, Fr6ron, 
Danton, Marat, Robespierre, St. Just, always employ dictatorial 
l^mguage, that of the sect, and which finally becomes *iie jargon 
of their meanest valets. Good-breeding or toleration, an)rthing 
tiiat denotes regard or respect for others, find no place in their 
utterances nor in their acts; an usurping, tyrannical conceit 
creates for itself a language in its own image, and we see not 
<nily the foremost actors, but their commonest supernumeraries, 
enthroned on their grandiloquent platform. Each in his own 
eyes is Roman, savior, hero, and great man. *^ I stood in the 
tribune of the palace," writes Anacharsis Clootz,' ^' at the head 
of the foreigners, acting as ambassador of the human species, 
while the ministers of the t3rrants regarded me with a jealous and 
disconcerted air.'' A schoolmaster at Troyes, on the opening of 
the dub in that town, advises the women '' to teach their children, 
as soon as they can utter a word, that they are free and have 
equal rights with the mightiest potentates of the universe." ' 
Potion's account of the journey in the king's cairiage, on the 
letom from Varennes, must be read to see how frur self-import- 
ance and the impertinence of a blackguard can be carried.* 

I MomUtmr, XL 4& Speech by Isnard in die Assembly, Jan. 5, 1793. " The peopk are 
nam cofttdous of their (fignity. They know, aooonHng to the Constitution, tiiat erery 
ncachnan's motto b: live fnt, the equal of all, and one of die common sovereignty."— 
Goiiloo de MontMon, I. 445. Speech 1^ ChaHcr, in the Lyons Central Qub, Bfarch ai, 
S793. " Know that y«n are kings, and more than longs. Do 3rou not fed sorereigBty dr- 
calntfaig in your vans V 

^Mmdttur, V. 13& (Celebration of the Federation, July 14, 179a) 

* Albeft Babeati, ** Histoire de Troyes pendant la Revolution,'* L 436 (April 10^ 1790). 

^Mortiffler-Teniaujc, **i£stoirs de la Terreur," L 353. (Potion's own narrative of tlui 
Jowney.) This pert blockhead cannot even spell : he writes m*eU* for aistelk, etc. He ^ 
wiiiicfri that Madame Elizabeth, the king's sister, wants to seduce him, and that she 
■Mdces advances to him : " If we had been alone, I believe that she would have fidlen iat* 
wcf anna, and let the impulses of nature ha- c their way." He makes a display of virtoa 
liewcitr, and becomes only the more supercilious as hfi talks with the Idng, the yoaB| 
, and the ladies ^ is fetching back. 
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In their memoirs and even down to their epitaphs, Baibaroux, 
Bnzot, Potion, Roland, and Madame Roland^ give themselves 
certificates of virtue, and would pass for Plutarch*s characters, if 
we could take their word for it. This infatuation is always on 
the increase, from the Girondists to the Montagnards. St. Just, 
at the age of twenty-four, and merely a private individual, is 
already consumed with suppressed ambition. Marat sa3rs : '' I 
believe that I have exhausted every combination of the human 
intellect in relation to morality, philosophy and political science." 
Robespierre, from the beginning to the end of the Revolution, is 
always, in his own eyes, Robespierre the unique, the one pure 
man, the infallible and the impeccable; no man ever burnt to 
himself the incense of his own praise so constantly and so 
directly. — Self-conceit thus drains the cup of theory to the bot- 
tom, however distasteful its dregs and however fatal its poison to 
those who even defy its nausea for the sake of swallowing it 
Snce it is virtue, no one may reject its dictates without commit- 
ting a crime. Thus construed, the theory divides Frenchmen 
into two groups— one consisting of aristocrats, fanatics, egoists, 
the corrupt, bad citizens in short, and the other patriots, philoso- 
phers, and the virtuous — ^that is to say, those belonging to the 
sect* Thanks to this solution of it, the vast moral and social 

>Tbe "Mtoofavs de Martaiwt Rolaiid" ii a masteipieoe of that «mcctt tuppoied to be aa 
carifiillyoonoealed as not to be visible and nerer off its atilta. <*I ambeautifiil, lamafleo- 
liooate^ I am sensitiTe, I Inspire love, I reciprocate^ I remain Tirtaou, my mind is supeiior, 
and my courage indomitable. I am philoac^her, statesnum, and writer, worthy of the hi^ 
est success,'' is constantly in her mbd, and always perceptible b her phraseology. Real 
modesty never shows itsd£ On the oontraxy, many indecorous thbgsar^ said and done by 
ber from bravado, and to set heraelf above her sex. Of the " Memoirs of Mn. Hutchin- 
son," which present a glireat contrast Madame Roland wrote: "I see no part in society 
whidi suiu me but that of Providence."— The same p re sump tion shines out in othera, with 
less refined pretentions. The following letter, found among the papers of die iioa war^ 
rob^ b addressed to die king by the deputy Rouyer. "I have compared, examined, and 
foreseen everything. All I ask, to carry out my noble purposes, it diat direction of forces 
which die law confers on you. I am aware of and brave the danger; weakness defen to 
this, while genius overcomes it I have turned my attention to all the courts of Europe 
and am sure that I can force peace on them.*' — Robert, an obscure pamphleteer, asks Du 
mouriez to make him ambassador to Constantinople, while Louvet, die author of '* Fau- 
bias," declares in Ms memoirs that liberty perished in 1793, because he was not appointed 
Minister of Justice. 

^McHitatr, p. 189. Speech by CoUot d'Herbois, on the miirailUuUs at Lyons. "We. 
too, possess sensibility ! The Jacobins have every virtue : they are compassbnate, humane, 
generous, lliese virtues, however, are cherished for patriots, who are their bred&ren, but 
never for aristocrats." — Meilkn, **M6motres," 4. " Robespierre was one day eulogisbg a 
man named Desfieux, well known for his lack of btegrity, and whom he finally sacrificed. 
* I said to him, your man Desfieux is known to be a thief * No matter,' he repHed, ' he la 
a good patriot' 'But he is a fraudulent bankrupt' * He is a good patriot' 'Heisaro^ 
INT.' 'Heisagoodpattbt'— which three wocds were all I could get out of h!«L" 



CHAP. I, THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 23 

vorld with which they deal finds its definition, expression, cu.d 
representation in a ready-made antithesis. — It is quite clear now 
what the object of government is : the wicked must submit to 
the goody or, which b briefer, the wicked must be suppressed. 
To this end let us employ confiscation, imprisonment, exile, 
drowning and the guillotine. All means are justifiable and 
meritorious with traitors ; now that the Jacobin has made his 
ilaughterings canonical, he slays through philanthropy. 

Thus is this character rounded off like that of the theologian 
who would become an inquisitor. Extraordinary contrasts meet 
m its formation — a lunatic that is logical, and a monster that 
pretends to have a conscience. Under the pressure of his faith 
and egotism, he has developed two deformities, one of the head 
and the other of the heart ; his common sense is gone, and his 
moral sense is utterly perverted. In fixing his mind on abstract 
formulas, he is no longer able to see men as they are; through 
setf-admiradon he finally comes to viewing his adversaries, and 
even his rivals, as miscreants deserving of death. On this down- 
hiU road nothhig stops him, for, in qualifying things inversely to 
their true meaning, he has vicdated witUn himself the preciou. 
conceptions which bring us back to truth and justice. No light 
reaches eyes which regard blindness as clear-sightedness; no 
remorse affects a soul which erects barbarism into patriotism, and 
which sanctions murder with duty. I 
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I. Formatioii of the ptity. — ^Its recniits.— These are rare hi the vppei 
class and amongst the masses. — They are nomerons hi the low boa r geo t i 
class and hi the upper stratom of the people.— The position and edncation 
which enroll a man in the party. — ^11. Spontaneous associations after Joly 
14, 1789. — How these dissolTC. — ^Withdrawal of people of sense and occu- 
pation. — ^N amber of those absent at elections. — ^Birth and moltiplication of 
Jacobin societies. — Their inflaence over their adherents — ^Their manoeuvres 
and despotism. — III. How they view the liberty of the press. — ^Their 
political doings. — IV. Their rallying-points. — Origin and composition of 
the Paris Jacobin dub. — ^It affiliates with provincial clubs. — ^Its Leaders. — 
The Fanatics.— The Intriguers.— Their object. — Their means.— V. Small 
number of Jacobins. — Sources of their power. — They fiwrm a league. — They 
have fiuth.^Their unscrupulousness.^The power of the party vested in 
the groop which best fulfills these conditions. 



Characters of this sort are found in all classes of society ; no 
situation or position in life protects one from wild Utopias or 
frantic ambition. We find among the Jacobins a Barras and a 
Chiteauneuf-Randon, two nobles of the oldest families, Con- 
dorcety a marquis, mathematician, philosopher and member of 
two renowned academies, Gobel, bishop of Lydda and suffragan 
to the bishop of Bile, H^rault de S6chelles, a prot6g6 of the 
Queen's and attorney-general to the Paris parliament, Lepelletier 
de St Fargeau, chief-justice and one of the richest land-owners 
in France, Charles de Hesse, major-general, bom in a royal 
Gunilyi and, last of all, a prince of the blood and fourth person- 
age in the realm, the Duke of Orieans. — But, with the exception 
of these rare deserters, neither the hereditary aristocracy nor the 
upper magistracy, nor the highest of the middle class, none of 
the land-owners who live on their estates, or the leaders of 
industrial and commercial enterprises^ no one belonging to the 
admmistration, none of those, in general, who are or deserve to 
24. 
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be considered social authorities, furnish the party with recruits; 
all have too much at stake in the political edifice, shattered as it 
is, to wish its entire demolition ; their political experience, brief 
as it is, enables them to see at once that a habitable house is not 
built by merely tracing a plan of it on paper according to the 
theorems of sdiool geometry. — On the other hand, the theory in 
the lower class, among the mass of rustics and the populace, 
unless transformed into a shibboleth, finds no listeners. Me- 
tayers, farmers, and small cultivators looking after their own plots 
of ground, peasants and craftsmen who work too hard to think 
and whose minds never range beyond a village horizon, busy 
only with that which brings them in their daily bread, find 
abstract doctrines unintelligible ; should the dogmas of the new 
catechism arrest their attention the same thing happens as with 
the old one, they do not understand them ; that mental Acuity 
by which an abstraction is reached is not yet formed in them. 
On being taken to a political club they fall asleep ; they open 
their eyes only when seme one announces that tithes and feudal 
privileges are to be restored; they can be depended on for 
nothing more than a broil and a jacquerie; later on, when their 
grain comes to be taxed or is taken, they prove as refi^ctory 
under the republic as under the monarchy. 

The adepts in this theory come firom other quarters, fix)m the 
two extremes of the lower stratum of the middle class and the ^ 
upper stratum of the low class. Again, in these two contiguous | 
groups, which merge into each other, those must be left out who, 
absorbed in their daily occupations or professions, have no time 
or thought to give to public matters, who have reached a fair 
position in the social hierarchy and are not disposed to run 
risks, almost all of them well-established, steady-going, mature, 
married folks who have sown their wild oats and whom some 
experience in life has rendered distrustful of themselves and oi 
theories. Overweening conceit is average in average human 
nature at all times, and with most men speculative ideas obtain 
but a loose, transient and feeble hold. Moreover, in this society 
which, for many centuries consists of people accustomed to being 
ruled, the hereditary spirit is bourgeovy that is to say, used to dis- 
cipline, fond of order, peaceable and even timid. There ^ 
remains a mmority, a very small one,* innovating and restless, 



'See the figures fuitli«r oa. 
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consisting, on the one hand, of people who are discontented 
with their calling or profession, because they are of secondary or 
subaltern rank in it,^ debutants not fully employed and aspirants i 
for careers not yet entered upon ; and, on the other hand, of ' 
men of unstable character, all who are uprooted by the immense 
upheaval of things ; in the Church, through the suppression of 
convents and through schism ; in the judiciary, in the adminis- 
tration, in the financial departments, in the army, and in various 
private and public careers, through the reorganisation of institu- 
tions, through the novelty of fresh resources and occupations, 
and through the disturbance caused by the changed relationships 
of patrons and clients. Many who, in ordinary times, would 
otherwise remain quiet, become in this way nomadic and extrav- 
agant in politics. Among the foremost of these are found those 
who, through a classical education, can take in an abstract 
proposition and deduce its consequences, but who, for lack o\ 
special preparation for it, and confined to the narrow circle of 
local affairs, are incapable of forming accurate conceptions of a 
vast, complex social organisation, and of the conditions which 
enable it to subsist. Their talent lies in making a speech, in 
dashing off an editorial, in composing a pamphlet, and in draw- 
ing up reports in more or less pompous and dogmatic style, and, 
if we accept the kind, a few of them who are gifted become 
eloquent, but that is all. Those who take leading parts, lawyers, 
notaries, baili& and former petty provincial judges and attorneys, 
are of this class, two-thirds of the members of the Legislative 
Assembly and of the Convention, surgeons and doctors in small 
towns, like Bo, Levasseur, and Baudot, second and third-rate 
Uterary characters, Uke Barr^e, Louvet, Garat, Manuel, and 
Ronsin, college professors like Louchet add Romme, school- 
masters like Leonard Bourdon, journalists like Brissot, Desmou- 

* MaUeuDnpan, II. 491. Dimton, in 1793, said one day to one of Hi* former bcetlireo, an 
adrocaie to the Council: ** The old rftgime made a great mistake. It broitght me up on a 
«cholanhip in Pleisis College. I was brought up with noUet, who weraiity comiBdes, and 
with whom I lived on Cuniliar terms. On completing my studies* I had nothing ; I was 
poor, and tried to get a pboe. The Paris bar was unapproachable, and it rsquirad an 
eflbrt to be accepted. I could not get into the army, without either rank or a patron. 
There was no opming for me in the Church. I could purchase no empSoyment, for I hadn't 
a cent. My oki companions turned their backs on me. I remained widiout a atualioa, 
and only afto* many long years did I succeed in buying the post of advocate in the Royal 
CoundL The Revolution came, when I, and all like me, threw themselves into it. The 
ancient Mgime forced us to do so^ by providing a good education for us, without providing 
an opening for our talents.** This appttet to Robespierre, C Desmoulins, Brissot, Vergni 

"*"*''^ Digitized by Google 



CHAf . I' THE JA COB IN CONQ VEST. 9 

lins and Fr^ron, actors like CoUot d Herbois, artists like Sergent, 
OrtttorUns^ like Fouch^, capuchins like Chabot, more or less 
secularised priests like I^bon, Chasles, Lakanal, and Gr6goirey 
students scarcely out of school like St Just, Monet of Stras- 
bourg, Rousselin of St. Albin, and Julien of the Dr6aie— -in short, 
badly-cuhivated minds sown with poor seed, and in whidi the 
theory had only to fall to kill out every good seed and thrive 
like nettles. Add to these die charlatans and others who live by 
their wits, the visionary and mcHrbid of aU sorts, from Fanchet 
and Klootz to Ch^ier or Marat, the whole of that needy, chat- 
tering, irresponsible crowd, ever swarming about large cities 
ventilat^ig its shallow conceits and abortive pretensions. Farthei 
in the background appear those whose scanty education qualifies 
them to half understand an abstract principle and imperfectly 
deduce its consequences, but whose roughly-polished instinct 
atones for the feebleness of a coarse argumentation; through 
cupidity, envy and rancor, they divine a rich pasture-ground 
behind the theoiyy apd Jacobin dogmas become dearer to them, 
because the imagination sees untold treasures beyond the mists 
in which they anp shrpuded. They can listen to a club harangue 
without (ailing asleep, applaud its tirades in the right place, offer 
a resolution in a public garden, shout in the tribunes, pen 
affidavits for arrests, compose orders-of-the-day for the national 
guard, and lend their lungs, arms, and sabres to whoever 
bids for them. But here their capacity ends. In this group 
merchants' and notaries' clerks abound, like Hubert and Hen- 
riot, Vincent, and Chaumette, butchers like Legendre, postmasters 
like Drouet, boss-joiners like Duplay, school-teachers like that 
Buchot who becomes a minister, and many others of the same 
sort, accustomed to jotting down ideas, with vague notions of 
orthography and who are apt in speech-making,^ foremen, sub- 
officers, former mendicant monks, pedlars, tavern-keepers, retail- 
ers, market-porters,* and dty-joumeymen from Gouchon, the 

I DwjIm^ ■'I«I>a«ifogkJ^ P«iit«D 1793,*' and ''Paris in 1794.'' Read GownU Haa- 
riot'tanl^rioftliadayiathesetiroworics. Compardon, '* H»toire du Tribunal lUvohitkm. 
«nro de Pwk," a latter bjrTrinchard, L 306 (which it here pven in the original, on aooount 
of iIm /vthasrapfaj): "Sitnaett pastouteaeoBaetqae lecoatpagaionioita tnvaUertu 
peas na diain amie Ttnir Toir Juger e4 meaeun tout li davent president on coc tdier ao 
pailtaMM da Pack et da Toolouae. Je t'ainvite a prendre qudqoe choge aven de venii 
fpHBhafpia OMM aaoracM pat ftni da 3 heurea. at emhrase pa chain aaie at epouge." 
9UtL, II, 35Q» examination of Andr6 Cheniar.^Wallon. "Hist du Trib. R^.", I» 316 
LsMerbsrSnaao. *' Ja te coitta le boi^Joar mois est moo eat pouue." 

'"FaMadalaUalla." The/ utumadtha title of "Lea foctt pour la payj^** 
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orator of the f<cubourg St. Antoine, down to Simon, the cobbler 
of the Temple, from Trinchard, the juryman of the Revolution- 
ary Tribunal, down to grocers, tailors, shoemakers, tapsters, 
waiters, barbers, and other shopkeepers or artisans who do their 
work at home, and who are yet to do the work of the September 
massacres. Add to these iJie foul remnants of every popular 
insurrection and dictatorship, beasts of prey like Jourdain of 
Avignon, and Foumier the American, women like Th^roigne, 
Rose Lacombe, and, the tricoteuses of the Convention who have 
unsexed themselves, the amnestied bandits and other gallows- 
birds who, for lack of a police, have a wide range, street-strollers 
and vagabonds, rebels against labor and discipline, the whole of 
that class in the centre of civilisation which preserves the 
instincts of savages, and asserts the sovereignty of the people to 
glut a natural appetite for license, laziness, and ferocity. 

Thus is the party recruited through an enlisting process that 
gleans its subjects from every station in life, but which reaps 
them down m great swaths, and gathers them together in the 
two groups to which dogmatism and presumption naturally 
belong. Here, education has brought man to the threshold, 
and even to the heart of general ideas ; consequently, he feels 
hampered within the narrow bounds of his profession or occupa- 
tion, and aspires to something beyond. But as his education 
has remained superficial or rudimentary, consequently, outside of 
his ntox>w circle he feels out of his place. He has a perception 
or obtains a glimpse of political ideas and, therefore, assumes 
that he has capacity. But his perception of them is confined to 
a formula, or he sees them dimly through a cloud; hence his 
incapacity, and the reason why his menta lacufUB as well as his 
attainments both contribute to make him a Jacobin. 

II. 

Men thus disposed cannot fail to draw near each other, to 
understand each other, and combine together; for, in the principle 
of popular sovereignty, they have a common dogma, and, in the 
conquest of political supremacy, a common aim. Through a 
common aim they form a faction, and through a common dogma 
they constitute a sect, the league between them being more easily \ 

cflfected because they are a foction and sect at the same time.— / 

( 
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At first, their associatioii is not distinguishable in &e multitade 
of other associations. Political societies spring up on all sides 
after the taking of the Bastille. Some kind of organisation hac 
to be substituted for the deposed or tottering government, in 
order to provide for urgent public needs, to secure protection 
against ruffians, to obtain supplies of provisions, and to guard 
against the probable machinations of the coiut. Committees 
installed themselves in the Hotels-de-ville, while volunteers 
formed bodies of militia: hundreds of local governments, almost 
independent, arose in the place of the central government, almost 
destroyed^ For six months everybody attended to matters of 
common interest, each individual getting to be a public person- 
age and bearing his quota of the government load — a heavy 
load at all times, but heavier in times of anarchy; this, at least, 
b the opinion of the greatest number, but not the opinion of some 
of them. Consequently, a division arises amongst those who 
had assumed this load, and two groups are formed, one huge, 
inert and disintegrating, and the other small, compact and ener- 
getic, each taking one of two ways which diverge from each 
other, and which keep on diverging more and more. 

On the one hand are the ordinary, sensible people, those who 
are busy, and who are, to some extent, not over-conscientious, 
and not over-conceited. The power in their hands is assumed 
by them because they find it prostrate, lying abandoned in the 
street; they hold it provisionally only, for they knew before- 
hand, or soon discover, that they are not qualified for the post, 
it being one of those which, to be properly filled, needs some 
preparation and fitness for it. A man does not become legislator 
or administrator in one day, any more than he suddenly becomes 
a physician or surgeon. If an accident obliges me to act in the 
latter capacity, I yield, but against my will, and I do no more 
than is necessary to save my patients from hurting themselves ; 
my fear of their d3ring imder the operation is very great, and, as 
soon as some other person can be got to take my place, I go 
home.* I should be glad, like everybody else, to have my vote 
in the selection of this person, and, among the candidates, I 
should designate, to the best of my ability, one who seemed to 

*GC "Thd Revolution," page 6a 

I GC on this point the adinini3ns of the honest BaiUy ('* M^moires," passim). 
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me the ablest and most conscientious. Once selected, howevei; 
and installed, I should not attempt to dictate to him ; his cabi- 
net is private, and I have no right to run there constantly and 
crosB-question him, as if he were a child or under suspicion. It 
docs not become me to tell him what to do; he probably knows 
more about the case than I do ; in any event, to keep a steady 
hand, he must not be threatened, and, to keep a clear head, he 
must not be disturbed. — Nor must I be disturbed; my office and 
books, my shop, my customers must be attended to as weO. 
Everybody has to mind his own business, and whoever would 
atend to his own and another's too, spoils both. / 

This way of thinking prevails with most healthy minds towards 
the beginning of the year 1790, all whose heads are not turned 
by insane ambition and the mania for theorising, especially after 
six months of practical experience and knowing the dangers, 
miscalculations, and vexations to which (me is exposed in trying 
to lead an eager, over-exdted population. — ^Jnst at this time, 
December, 1789, municipal law becomes established throu^out 
the country; all the maycns and mimicq)al ofikers are elected 
almost inunediatdy, and in the following months, all administra- 
tors of districts and dq)artment8. The inten«gn«m has at length 
come to an end Legal authorities now exist, with legitimate and 
deariy-determined functions. Reasonable, honest people gladly 
turn power oyer to those to whom it belongs, and certainly do 
not dream of resuming it All associations f<M: temporary pur- 
poses are at once disbanded for lack of an object, and if others 
are formed, it is for the purpose of defending established 
institutions. This is the object of the Federation, and, for six 
months, people embrace each other and exchange oaths of 
fidelity. After this, July 14, 1790, they retire into private life, 
and I have no doubt that, from this date, the political amotion 
of a large plurality of the French people is satisfied, for, although 
Rousseau's denimdations of the social hierarchy are still dted 
by them, they, at bottom, desire but little more than the suppres- 
sion of administrative brutality and state fisivoritism.^ All diis 
is obtained, and plenty of other things besides; the august title 

iRMfdekfiKtomie: '*Nuits dc Paris,** iiteM nait,pu 36. '*I Sv«d in Pftm tweaty. 
fcve y«an at frat aa air. AH could 0^07 at modi fraadoai at mytdf in ^fro ways— by 
Ivinc uprightly, and by not writing pamphVtt againat Ae ihiiatiy. All else was per* 
■iltaii, my fraedoai aevar being interibrad with. It b only ainca iha Ravokitian that • 
1 coold au ooaad in having me aneatad twlc^'' 
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of sovereign, the deference of the public authorities, the saluta- 
tions of all who wield a pen or make a speech, and, still better, 
actual sovereignty in the appointment to office of all local and 
national administrators; not only do the people elect their dep- 
uties, but every species of functionary of every degree, those of 
commune, district, and department, officers in the national guard, 
civil and criminal magistrates, bishops and cur^. Again, to 
ensure the responsibility of the elected to their electors, the term 
of office fixed by law is a short one,* the electoral machine which 
sunmions the sovereign to exercise his sovereignty being set 
agoing about every four months. 

This was a good deal, and too much, as the sovereign himself 
soon discovers. Voting so frequently becomes unendurable ; so 
many prerogatives end in getting to be drudgery. £arly in 
1790, and after this date, the majority forego the privilege of 
voting and the number of absentees becomes enormous. At 
Chartres, in May, 1790,* 1,447 o^^ <^^ '^yll^ voters do not attend 
preliminary meetings. At Besan9on, in January, 1790, on the 
election of mayor and municipal officers, 2,141 out of 3,200 
registered electors are recorded as absent from the polls, and 
2,900 in the following month of November.' At Grenoble, in 
August and November of this year, out of 2,500 registered 
voters, more than 2,000 are noted as absent* At Limoges, out 
of about the same number, there are only 150 voters. At Paris, 
out of Sx,40o electors, in August, 1790, 67,200 do not vote, 
and, tiiree months later, the number oif absentees is 71,408. 



?v 



■a "The Revolutiom'' VoL L p. 064. 

^MmtUemr^ IV. 495. (Letter from Chaztres, May 97, 179a) 

*Suiaf» I. 147, tgs, ai8, 711. 

^Mtremn d$ Frtnce^ aomben of Ausnat 7, 14, 96^ and Dec. x8, XTpa 

*/M£, number 4 j^ovember 9^ tf^ P^on is elected mayor of Paris by 6,798 out 
of 10^639 ▼oters. 'Only 7,000 Toters are lirand at the election of the electors who elect 
depnties to die legidatue. Primary and municipal meetings are deserted in the same pro- 
portion. "—/fM^Cnrr, X. 599 (Number of Dec. 4, 1791). Manuel is elected Attorney of the 
Commune by 3,770 out of 5,311 voters.— /^AdL XI. 378. At the elecdon of municipal officers 
far Paris, Feb. zo and 11, 179a, only 3,787 voters present themselves ; Dussault, who obtains 
the most votes, has 9,588; Solent receives i,648.~Buchez et Roux, XI. 938 (session of 
Ang. Z9, i79x)- Speech by Chapetter ; " Archives Nationales," F. 6 (mt^Im), 91. Primary 
meetbg of June 13, 1791, canton of Bkm (Cdte d'Or). Out of 460 active citizens, 157 are 
p>eBait,and, on the final ballot, ^.-^IhitL^ F. 3,935 (January, 1799). Lozerte: *'i,cxxi 
ckisens, at most, out of 95,000, voted in the prim.-vy meetings. At Saint'Ch^y, capital of 
the district, a few armed ruffians succeed in (brming the primary meeting and in substitut- 
iog thdr own election for that of eight parishes, whose frightened ddzeiis withdrew from 
*t . . At Langogne, chief town of the canton and district, out of more than 400 active 
'^iaoas, aa or 93 at most— just what one would suppose them to be when their preaeoo* 

ove away the rest— alone fonned the meeting." 
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Thus for every elector that votes, there are four, six, eight, ten, 
and even sixteen that abstain from voting. — ^^In the election of 
deputies, the case is the same. At the primary meetings of 
1791, in Paris, out of 81,200 registered names more than 74,000 
fail to respond. In the Doubs, three out of four voters stay 
away. In one of the cantons of the Cdte d*Or, at the close of 
the polls, only one-eighth of the electors remain at the counting 
of the votes, while in the secondary meetings the desertion is 
not less. At Paris, out of 946 electors chosen only 200 are 
found to give their suffrage ; at Rouen, out of 700 there are but 
160, and on the last day of the ballot, only 60. In short, "in 
aU departments,*' says an orator in the tribune, "scarcely one 
out of five electors of the second degree discharges his duty." 

In this manner the majority hands in its resignation. Through < 
inertia, want of forethought, lassitude, aversion to the electoral \ 
hubbub, lack of political preferences, or dislike of all the polit- 
ical candidates, it shirks the task which the constitution imposes 
on it. Its obji^ot is not to take up the burden of a collateral 
task in addition — a weightier task, namely, that of devoted labor 
to a new league. Men who cannot find time once in three 
months to drop a ballot in the box, will not come three times a 
week to attend the meetings of a club. Par fix)m meddling with 
the government, they abdicate, and as they refuse to elect it, they 
will not undertake to control it. 

It is just the opposite with the upstarts and dogmatists who 
regard their royal privileges seriously. They not only vote at the 
dections, but they mean to keep in their own hands the authority 
they delegate. In their eyes every magistrate is one of their 
creatures, and remains accountable to them, for, in point of law. 
the people may not part with their sovereignty, while, as a fact, 
power has proved so sweet that they are not disposed to part 
with it^ Diuing the six months preceding the regular elections, 
they have come to know, comprehend, and test each other ; they 
have held conventicles ; a mutual understanding is arrived at, 

■This power, with its gnuificat&^ns, is thus shown, BengnoC, L 140^ 147. "On the public^' 
doo of the decrees of August 4, the committee of overseer* of Ifotrtlgny, reinforced by aU 
die patriots of the country, came down like a torrent on the baronj of Choiseul, and exter- 
■i natiwl aU the hares and partridge. . . They fished out the ponds. . . At Mandie 
w« happen to be in the firtmt room of the inn, with a dozen peasants gadiered around a 
Idde dedced with tumblers and bo ties, amongst which we noticed an inkstand, pens, and 
soicthing resembling a register. ' I don't know what they are about,' said the landlady, 
but there they arc, from morning lUl night, drinking, swearings and storming away a| 
•wybody, and they say that they are a wmtmitUe,* " 
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and henceforth, another associations disappear like scanty vege- 
tation, theirs * rise vigorously on the abandoned soil. A club is 
established at Marseilles before the end of 1789; each large 
town has one within the first six months of 1790, Aix in Febru- 
ary, Montpellier in March, Nismes in April, Lyons in May, and 
Bordeaux in June.* But their greatest increase takes place 
after the Federation festival. Just when local gatherings merge 
into that of the whole country, the sectaries keep aloof, and 
form leagues of their own. At Rouen, July 14, 1790, two 
surgeons, a printer, a chaplain at the Conciergerie, a widowed 
Jewess, and four women or children living in the house,^-eight 
persons in all, pure and not to be confounded with the mass,'— 
bind themselves together, and form a distinct association. Thdi 
patriotism is of superior quality, and they take a special view of 
die social compact ; ^ in swearing fealty to the constitution they 
reserve to themselves the Rights of Man, and they mean to 
maintain not only the reforms already effected, but to complete 
the Revolution just begun.— Diuing the Federation they have 
welcomed and indoctrinated their fellows who, on quitting the 
capital or large cities, become bearers of instructions to the small 
towns and hamlets; they are told what the object of a dub is, 
and how to form one, and, everywhere, popular associations 
arise on the same plan, for the same purpose, and bearing the 
same name. A month later, sixty of these associations are in 
operadon; three months later, one hundred; in March, 1791, 
two hundred and twenty-nine, and in August, 1791, neariy four 
hundred.^ After this date a sudden increase takes place, owing 
to two simultaneous impulses, which scatter their seeds broad- 
cast over the entire territory. — On the one hand, at the end of 
July, 1 791, all moderate men, the fiiends of law and order, whqj 
still hold the clubs in check, all constitutionalists, or FeuiUants\ 

■AJbect Bttbeau, L 9o6» 342.— The fint meeting of the revohitioaarj committee of Tioy«^ 
in die oemetcvy of St. Jules, August, Z789. This committee becomes the only anthorily bi 
^ tovn, after the assassination of the mayor, Hues (Sept. 10^ 1790). 

* " The French Revolution," VoL I. pp. 935, 049, asx.-^Budies et Rooac, VL 179.— Oaflka 
4s lIoDti^on, ** Histoire de la Ville de Lyon pendant la R^olutkm," I. 87.— Goadet, ^\m 

•Micbdet, *< Histoire de la R^vohttion," IL 47- 

< The niles of the Paris dub state diat members must " kbor to establish and 1 
die constidt&M^ tfOvrvflSv ^ ^ ^/^^ ^^ ^&<^'' 

*Mtrvmn dt Prtmc^t hxkg. ix, XTga— "Joomal de h SodM dea Amis de ia( 
don," Nov. as, xis/f^-^bUL, March, i79i.~/M£, Aug. 14, 1791 (speech by Roedsnr).-. 
letRoaa^XI. 481- 
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withdraw from them and leave them to the ultraism 3r triviality 
of the moiumnaires ; * the political tone immediatdy flails to that 
of the tavern and guard-house, so that wherever one or the other 
of these is found, there is a political dub. On the' other hand, a 
convocation of the electoral body is held at the same date fcMr 
the election of a new National Assembly, and for the renewal of 
local governments ; the prey being in sight, hunting-parties are 
everywhere formed to capture it In two months,* six hundred 
new dubs spring up ; by the end of September they amount to 
one thousand, and in June, 1792, to twelve hundred — as many 
as there are towns and walled boroughs. On the fidl of die 
throne, and at the panic caused by the Prussian tnvasioQ^during 
a period of anarchy which equalled that^ July^^iyS^ there 
were, according to Roedera:, almost as many dubs as there were 
communes, 26,000, one for every village containing five or six' 
hot-headed, boisterous fellows, or roughs, \U^jS;fiiri)^ with a 
copyist able to pen a petition. 

After November, 1790,' ** every street in eveiy town and ham- 
let," says a journal of large circulation, ^must have a dub of 
its own. Let some honest mechanic^vite his nei|^hbors to his 
house, where, with a light a^ the coranhli^exp^bey* h& may read 
aloud the decrees of th^*National Assembly, on which he and 
his neighbors may comment. Before the meeting doses, in 
order to enliven the company, which may fed a little gloomy on 
account of Marat's artides, let him read the patriotic, amusii^ 
imprecations of P^ Duchesne."^ — ^The advice is followed. At 
these meetings are read aloud pamphlets, newspapers, and cale- 
chisms despatched from Paris, the '^ Gazette Yillageoise,** the 
"Journal du Soir," the "Journal de la Montagne," "P^ 
Duchesne," the "R6volutions dc Paris," and "Lados* Gazette." , 
Revolutionary songs are sung, and, if a good speaker happoM* 
to be present, a former oraiorien^ lawyer, or pedagogue, hei, 
empties his dedamatory budget by expatiating on the Greeks'^ 



» So called fit)mcattai«intfTiduabiei«mg<¥«yofpott un ity at pn i tk riMtii^ 

t Michelet, IL ^,-^mdUmr, XII 347 (Msy ii, i79«>> «tkle l»yM«itorilllll, Moonl. 
bg to whom 800 JaooUa duto exist at this date.— TidUl, Xlt 751 (ipisdl bf H Dtttuui 
•••aioii of JwM 05, 179a).— Roederer, prefiuse to his translatiaD of HoMMih 

• " Lea mn Jlkw i s de Paris," by Pntdhomme, number 173. 

^Cooatat, "Hktoire d'un Club Jacobin en province," pauim (FoatalahleMi Club, 
{bonded Maj 5, S79T).^Albcrt Babeau, I. 434 and following pages (foundatioQ of the Troyes 
dob, Oct 1790). Sansi^, I. 906 and foUowing pages (ibundation of the Bassncou Cluk 
4ug. a^ 1790). Ikid,f 814 (foundation of the Puntwliei Qub, Marc^^79x). 
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and Romans and proclaiming the regeneration of the human r 
species. Another, appealing to women, wants to see "the decla- 
ration of the Rights of Man suspended on the walls of their' 
bedrocMns as their princqMd ornament, and, should war break 
out, these virtuous patriots, marching at the head of our armies 
like new bacchantes with dishevelled locks, brandishing the 
th)rrsus." Shouts of applause greet this sentiment. The minds 
of the listeners, swept away by this gale of declamation, become 
overheated and ignite through mutual contact ; like half-con- / 
sumed embers that would die out if let alone, they kindle into \ 
a blaze when gathered together in a heap. — ^Their convictions, '\ 
at the same time, gain strength. There is nothing like a coterie to \ 
make these take root. In politics, as in religion, faith generating 
the church, the latter, in its turn, nourishes faith ; in the club, as 
in the conventicle, each derives authority from the common 
unanimity, every word and action of the whole tending to prove 
each in the right And all the more because a dogma which 
remains uncontested, ends in seeming incontestable; as the 
Jacobin lives in a narrow circle, carefully guarded, no contrary 
opinions find their way to him. The public, in his eyes, seems 
two hundred persons ; their opinion weighs on him without any 
counterpoise, and, outside of their belief which is his also, every 
other belief is absurd and even culpable. Moreover, he dis- 
covers through this constant system of preaching, which is noth- 
ing but flattery, that he is patriotic, intelligent, virtuous, of which 
he can have no doubt, because, before being admitted into the 
dub, his civic virtues have been verified and he carries a printed 
certificate of them in his pocket — ^Accordingly, he is one of ani 
flite corps, a corps which, enjoying a monopoly of patriotism,/ 
holds itself aloof, talks loud, and is distinguished from ordinar^ 
dtixens by its tone and way of conducting things. The dub of 
Pontaclier, fit)m the first,^ prohibits its members from using the 
common forms of politeness. '' Members are to abstain firom 
saluting their fellow-dtizens by removing the hat, and are to 
avoid the phrase, 'I have the honor to be,' and others of like 
impc^ in addressing persons." A proper idea of one's impor- 
tance is indispensable. ''Does not the famous tribune of the 
Jacobins in Paris inspire traitors and impostors with fear? And 
do not anti-Revolutionists return to dust on beholding it?" 



I. SX4 (April a, 1791). ^ . 
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True enough, and in the provinces as well as at the capital, 
for, scarcely is a dub organised when it sets to work on the 
population generally. In many of the large cities, in Paris, 
Lyons, Aix and Bordeaux, there are two dubs in partnership,^ 
one, more or less respectable and parliamentary, <' composed 
pardy of the members of the different branches of the adminis^ 
tration and spedaUy devoted to purposes of general utility," 
and the other, practical and active, made up of bar-room 
politicians and dub-haranguers, who indoctrinate workmen, 
market- gardeners and the rest of the lower bourgeois class. 
The latter is a branch of the former, and, in urgent cases, sup- 
plies it with rioters. *^ We are placed amongst the people," says 
one of these subaltern dubs, " we read to them the decrees, and, 
through lectures and counsd, we warn them against the publicar 
tions and intrigues of the aristocrats. We ferret out and track 
plotters and their machinations. We welcome and advise all 
complainants; we enforce their demands, when just; finally, we, 
in some way, attend to all details." Thanks to these vulgar 
auxiliaries, but whose lungs and arms are strong, the party soon 
becomes dominant ; it has force and uses it, and, denying that its 
adversaries have any rights, it re-establishes privileges of every 
kind for its own advantage. 

III. 

Let us consider its mode of procedure in one instance and 
upon a limited field, the fireedom of the press. In December, 
1790,* M. Etienne, an engineer, whom Marat and Fr^ron had 
denounced as a spy in their periodicals, brought a suit agamst 
them in tbe police court The numbers containing the libel 
were seized, the printers summoned to appear, and M. Etienne 
claimed a public retraction or 25,000 fi-ancs damages with costs. 
At this the two journalists, considering themselves infallible 
as well as exempt from arrest, are indignant. '* It is of the ut- 
most importance," writes Marat, " that the informer should not 
be liable to prosecution as he is accountable only to the pubUc 
for what he says and does for th** public good." M. Etienne 

> <* Journal dot Amis de k Constitution," I. 534 (Letter of the **Caft National" Club 
of Boidaanx, Jan. sg, 1791). GuiUon de Montl&>n, I. 88.— "The French Revolution," toL 
I. ia8^ a4a. 

* EuifteM Hatia, **Histoire politique et Utt^raire de la presse," IV. aio (wkh Hant't lad 
bsTAiBidii people," aBdFi«roo'sb'*rOfBteurdupeupte">. 
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(sumamed Languedoc), thereforei is a traitor: <' Monsieur Lan* 
guedoc, I advise you to keep your mouth shut; if I can have 
you hung I wilL*' M. Etienne, neverthelessi persists and obtains 
a first decision in his fiivor. lire and flame are at <Hice belched 
forth by Marat and Fr6ron: << Master Thorinon,** exclaims Fr6- 
ron to the commissary of police, "you shall be punished and 
held up to the people as an example I " This in&mous dedsioni 
of course, had to be annulled. '< Citizens," writes Marat, "go in 
a body to the Hdtd-de-Ville and do not allow one of the guards 
to enter the court-room." — On the day of the trial, and in the 
most condescending spirit, but two grenadiers are let in. These, 
however, are too many and shouts from the Jacobin crowd arise . 
"Turn 'em out ! We rule here," upon whidi the two grenadiers 
withdraw. Fr6ron avers triumphandy, by way of compensation, 
diat he had counted in the court-room "sucty of the victors at 
the Bastille led by the brave Santerre, who intended to mterfere 
in the triaL" The interference, indeed, does take place and first 
with the plaintiff M. Etienne is assailed at the entrance of the 
court-room and nearly knocked down, being so maltreated as to 
be obliged to take refuge in the guard-room ; he is spit upon, and 
they "move to cut off his ears." His friends receive "hundreds 
of kicks," while he runs away, and the case is postponed. It is 
called up again several times, but the judges are now to be com- 
pelled. A certain Mandart in the audience, author of a pamphlet 
on "Popular Sovereignty," springs to his feet and, addr^ing 
Bailly, mayor of Paris, and president of the tribunal, challenges 
the court As usual Bailly yields, attempting to cover up his 
weakness with an honorable pretext : "Although a judge can be 
diallenged only by the parties to a suit, the appeal of one citizen 
is sufficient for me and I leave the bench." The other judges, 
who are likewise insulted and menaced, yield also, and, through 
a sophism which admirably illustrates the times, they discover 
in the oppression to which the plaintiff is subject a legal device 
by which they can give a (air color to their denial of justice. 
M. Etienne having signified to them that neither he nor his 
coimsel could attend in court, because their lives were in danger, 
the court decides that M. Etienne, "failing to appejtr in person, 
or by counsel, is non-suited." Victorious shouts at once pro- 
ceed fix>m the two journalists, while their articles on the case 
disseminated throughout France relieve jurisprudence^f die 
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tnuntnels of decisions. Any Jacobin after this may denounce, 
insult, and calumniate whomsoever he pleases wilii impunity, 
sheltered as he is from the action of courts, and held superior to^ 
the law. 

Let us see, on the other hand, what liberty they allow theix 
adversaries. A fortnight before this, Mallet-Dupan, a writer of 
great ability, who, in the best periodical of the day, discusses 
questions week after week free of all personalities, the most in- 
dependent, straight-forward, and honorable of men, the most 
eloquent and judicious advocate of public order and true liberty, 
is waited upon by a deputation from the Palais-Royal,^ consist- 
ing of about a dozen well-dressed individuals, dvil enough and 
not too ill-disposed, but quite satisfied that they have a right to 
interfere; die conversation which ensues shows to what extent 
the current political creed had turned peoples* heads. 

<< One of the party, addressing me, informed me that he and 
his associates were deputies of the Palais-Royal dubs, and that 
they had called to notify me that I would do well to change my 
prindples and stop attacking the constitution, otherwise extreme 
violence would be brought to bear on me. I replied that I recog- 
nised no authority but the law and that of the courts ; the law 
is your master and mine, and no respect is shown to the consti- 
tution by assailing the fireedom of the press." 

^The spokesman responded that the constitution was the 
common will ^ As law is the rule of mighty you are subject to 
the government of the strongest and you ought to submit to 
that We notify you of the will of the nation and that is the 
law.'" 

Mallet-Dupan stated to them that he was not in fisivor of the 
andent regime, but that he did approve of rojral authority. 
'Oh," exclaimed aU together, ''we should be sorry not to havv 
a king. We respect the King and maintain his authority. But 
you are forbidden to oppose the dominant opinion and the liberty 
which is decreed by the National Assembly." 

Mallet-Dupan, apparently, knows more about this than they 
do, for he is a Swiss by birth, and has lived under a fq>aUic for 
twenty years. But this does not concern them. They persist 
all the same, five or six talking at once, misccmstruing the sense 
of the words they use, and each contradicting die other in points 

Mnturt de France^ Nor. 97, 179©. 
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of detail, but all agreeing to impose silence on him : '< You should 
not run counter to the popular will, for in doing this you preach 
civil war, bring the assembly's decrees mto contempt, and irriiatt 
ike nation.^ 

Evidently they constitute the nation ; at all events they repre- 
sent it llirough this self-investiture they are at once magis- 
trates, censors, and police, while the scolded journalist is onl> 
too glad, in his case, to have them stop at injunctions. 

Three days before this he is advised that a body of rioters in 
his neighborhood <' threatened to treat his house l&e that of M. 
de Castries," in which ever3rthing had been smashed and thrown 
out the windows. At another time, apropos of the suspensive 
or absolute veto, ''four savage fellows came to his domicile to 
warn him, showing him their pistols, that if he dared write in 
behalf of M. Mounier he should answer for it with his life." 
Thus, from the outset, "just as the nation begins to enjoy the 
inestimable right of free thought and free speech, factional t3n*ant8 
lose no time in depriving citizens of these, proclaiming to all 
tbat would maintain the integrity of their consciences : Thembie^ 
He, or believe as we do/** After this, to impose silence on those 
who express what is offensive, the populace, die club, the section, 
decree and execute, each on its own authority,^ searches, arrests, 
assaults, and, at length, assassinations. During the month of 
June, 179a, "three decrees of arrest and fifteen denunciations, 
two acts of affixing seals, four dvk invasions of his premises, and 
the confiscation of whatever belonged to him in France" is the 
eiperience of Mallet-Dupan. He passes four years "without 
knowing with any certainty on going to bed whether he should 
get out of it in the morning alive and firee." Later on, if he 
^capes the guillotine and the lantern, it is owing to exile. On 
the lodi of August, Suleau, a conservative journalist, is massa- 
cred in the street — ^This shows how the party regards the free- 
dom of the press. Other liberties may be judged of by its 
encroachments on this domain. Law, in its eyes, is null when it 
proves an obstacle, and when it affords protection to adversaries ; 

^Mfrtmrt A Frame*, Sept 3, 1791 (article hf BCaUeC-Dupui). *'On the strength of a 
iiiiiiBi iiilliMi, the mlhon of whkfa I knew, the Loxemboorg aectkii on the aut of }wm^ 
At di^ of the Idng't dep nrtu ie, tent conunissaries end a milhavy detachment to my donft- 
dle. There was 00 jixfidal Teidict, no legal order, either of poIice>coiirt, or Justice of the 
peaces no r *"-*'■"'****■* whatever preceding this miadon. . . The employ^ of the section 
a» aha«k d my j/mfien, booka and letters, transcribing some of the latter, and carried away 
•apisiaad tfca wlftliMilSi patting aeah on the rest, whkfa were left in chargeof tw^ fusileeri.*' 
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consequentfy there is no excess which it does not sanction for 
itsdf, and no right which it does not refuse to others. 

There is no escape from the tyranny of the dubs. ^That of 
Marseilles has forced the city officials to resign ; ^ it has summoned 
the municipal body to appear before it; it has ignored the authority 
of the department, and has insulted the administrators of the law. 
Members of the Orleans dub have kept the national Supreme 
Court under supervision, and taken part in its proceedings. 
Those of the Caen dub have insulted the magistrates, and seized 
and burnt the records of the proceedings commenced agamst the 
destroyers of the statue of Louis XIV. At Alby they have 
forcibly abstracted from the record-office the papers relating to 
an assassin's trial, and burnt them.** The dub at Coutance gives 
the deputies of its district to understand that ''no reflections must 
be cast on the laws of the people." That of L3rons stops an 
artillery train, under the pretext that the ministry in office does 
not enjoy the nation's confidence. — ^Thus does the dub every- 
where reign, or prepare to reign. On the one hand, at the 
elections, it sets aside or supports candidates ; it alone votes, or, 
at least, controls the voting; in short, the dub is the dective 
power, and practically, if not legally, enjoys the privileges of a 
political aristocracy. On the other hand, it assumes to be a 
spontaneous police-board; it prepares and circulates the lists 
which designate the ill-disposed, suspected, and lukewarm; it 
lodges information against nobles whose sons have emigrated; 
against unsworn priests who still reside in their former parishes, 
and against nuns, ''whose conduct is unconstitutional"; il 
prompts, directs, and rebukes local authorities ; it is itself a siq>- 
plemental, superior, and usurping authority. 

AU at once, sensible men realise its character, and protest 
against it "A body thus organised," says a petitioni' "exists 

solely for arming one citizen against another Discussions 

take place there, and denunciations are made under the seal of in- 
violable secrecy Honest dtizens, surrendered to the most 

atrodous calunmy, are destroyed without an opportunity of 

^M^rtmrt tU Prtmety Aug. 07, 1791 (report by DupoM-Dutertre, MtniUfir of Jindot).— 
/M£» C£ Dumbas <^ Sept 8, 1790, and March is, 1791. 

*SMHqF» I* ao8. (Petition of the officers of the National Guard of ncMiunn, and obaHb 
valioQS of the municipal body, Sept. 15, 1790.— Petition of 500 national guards Dec. 13^ 
1790).— Obaenrations of the district directory, which directory, having authorised the dnh^ 
■vows that '* three-quarters *' of the national guard and a portion of other dciaena " art qollt 
I te it."— Similar petitions at Dax, Chalons-sur-SaAn^ etc, agaiaat the local dob^ 
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defending themselves. It is a veritable InquisUum. It is the 
centre of seditious publications, a school of cabals and intrigue. 
If the citizens have to blush at the selection of unworthy candi- 
dates, they are all due to this class of associations 

Composed of the excited and the incendiary, of those who aim 
to rule the State," the club everywhere tends " to a mastery of 
the popular intelligence, to thwarting the municipalities, to an 
iiitrusion of itself between these and the people," to an usurpa- 
tion of legal forms and a '' colossus of despotism." 

Vain complaints I The National Assembly, ever in alarm on 
its own accoxmt, shields the popular club and accords it its favoi 
or indulgence. A journal of the party had recommended " the 
people to form themselves into small platoons." These platoons, 
one by one, are growing. Each borough now has a local 
oligarchy, a dnlled and governing band. The formation of an 
army out of these scattered bands, simply requires a staff and a 
central rallying-point. The central point and the staff are both af 
long time ready in Paris, in the association of the "Friends ofj 
the Constitution." 

IV. 

No association in France, indeed, dates &rther back, and has 
an equal prestige. It was bom before the Revolution, April 30, 
1789.* At the assembly of the States-General in Brittany, the 
deputies from Quimper, Hennebon, and Pontivy saw how 
important it was to vote in concert, and they had scarcely 
reached Versailles when, in common with others, they hired a 
hall, and, along with Mounier, secretary of the States-General 
of Dauphiny, and other deputies from the provinces, at once 
organised a union which was destined to last. Up to the 6th 
of October, none but deputies were comprised in it ; after that 
date, on removing to Paris, in the library of the Jacobins, a 
convent in the Rue St. Honor6, many well-known eminent men 
were admitted, such as Condorcct, and then Laharpe, Ch6nier, 
Champfort, David, and Talma, among the most prominent, with 
other authors and artists, the whole amounting to about a thousand 
notable personages. — No assemblage could be more imposing- 
two or three hundred deputies are on its benches, while its rules 

'"Lettm" (maoiMcript) of M. RoulU, deputy from Pondvy, to his constituents (May 
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and by-laws seem specially designed to gather a superior liody 
of men. Candidates for admission were proposed by ten mem- 
bers and afterwards voted on by ballot To be present at one 
of its meetings required a card of admission. On one occasion, 
a member of the committee of two, appointed to verify these 
cards, happens to be the young Due de Chartres. There is a 
committee on administration and a president Discussions took 
place with parliamentary formalities, and, according to its stat- 
utes, the questions considered there were those under debate in 
the National Assembly^ In a lower hall, at certain hours, 
workmen received instruction and the constitution was ex- 
plained to them. Seen from afar, no society seems worthier of 
directing public opinion ; near by, the case is different In the 
departments, however, where distance lends enchantment, 
and where old customs prevail implanted by centralisation, it is 
accepted as a guide because its seat is at the capital. Its 
statutes, its regulations, its spirit, are all imitated ; it becomes 
die alma mater of oUier associations and they its adopted 
daughters. It publishes, accordingly, a list of aU dubs conspic- 
uously in its journal, together with dieir denunciations; it insists 
on their demands; henceforth, every Jacobin in die remotest 
borough feels the support and endorsement, not only of his 
local dub, but again of the great dub whose numerous ofl^oots 
overspread the territory and thus extend its all^^werful protection 
to the least of its adherents. In return for this protection, each 
associated dub obeys the word of command given at Paris, and 
to and fro, from the centre to die extremities, a constant corre* 
spondence maintains the established harmony. A vast political 
machine is dius set agoing, a machine with thousands of arms, 
all woridng at once under one impulsion, and the lever which 
gives die motion is in the hands of a few master spirits in the 
Rue St Honors 

No machine could be more efiective; never was one seen so 
well contrived for manufacturing artifidal, violent public opinion, 
for making this appear to be national, spontaneous sentiment, 
for conferring the rights of the silent majority on a vociferous 
minority, for forcing the surrender of the government ''Our 



> A rule of the a eeoda t io n tftyt: "The ot:ject of the ttn o ciat i on b to diacuM qa etti o m 
befotehand which are to be dedded by the National Aaaembly, . . . and to oofr^'i^n*' 
arHh aaaodatloM of the aaaM chancier which maj be fccMed in IIm I 
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tactics were very simple/' says Gr6goire.^ "It was understood 
that one of us should take advantage of the first favorable 
opportunity to propose some measure in the National Assembly 
that was sure to be applauded by a small minority and cried 
down by the majority. But that made no difference. The pro- 
poser demanded, which was granted, that the measure should be 
referred to a committee in which its opponents hoped to see it 
buried. Then the Paris Jacobins took hold of it. A circular 
was issued, after which an article on the measiure was printed 
in their journal and discussed in three or foiu: hundred clubs 
that were leagued together. Three weeks after this the Assembly 
was flooded with petitions from every quarter, demanding a 
decree of which the first proposal had beoi rejected, and which 
it now passed by a great majority because a discussion of it had 
iq>ened public opinion." In other words, the Assembly must go 
ahead or it will be driven along, in which process the worst 
expedients are the best Those who conduct the club, whether 
fimatics or intriguers, are fiiUy agreed on this point 

At the head of the former class is Duport, once a counsellor 
in the parliament, who, after 1788, knew how to turn riots to 
account The first revolutionary conventicles were held in his 
house. He wants to plough deep, and his devices for burying 
the ploughshare are such that Si^es, a radical, if there ever was 
one, dubbed it a "cavernous policy."* Duport, on the 28th of 
rjoly, 1789, is the organiser of the Committee on Searches, by 
1 which all favorably diq>osed informers or spies form in his hands 
la supervisory police, which &st becomes a police of provoca- 
Itkm. He &ids recruits in the lower hall of the Jacobin dub, 
where workmen come to be catechised every morning, while his 
two Ueutenants, die brothers Laiurette, have only to draw on the 
same source for a zealous staff in a choice selection of their instru- 
ments. "Ten reliaUe men receive orders there daily;' each of 
these in turn gives his orders to ten more, belonging to different 
battalimis in Paris. In this way each battalion and section 

'"MfciwiiKii,** L 387. 

•Malone^ IL «4S. " I mw CoomeOor Dupoit, who wm a fiuMUic, and not a bad mmw 
«Ui two or thrae odMia liU Un, asdaiiii: *TcnorI Tcnorl What a pity that it hM 
bteone oeceMazy I ' ** 

•Lafcyalla, **U4mebm** (in rdation to Mtuieun de Lamech and thdr fiieadt). Aoootd- 
liCtoaaqniboftheday: " What Dupoct thinks, Bamave laya and Lameifa doea-^—TUf 
■ia waa mmmA tha Tt iw mm ii m h, Minbeau, a govanuntot man, and a nan to whoa hmal 
ib«d« waa lapugBaal^ adlad it the THmmgueusat, or trinity of ihabby feUowk 
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receives the same insurrectionary orders, the same denunciations 
of the constituted authorities, of the mayor of Paris, of the 
president of the department, and of the commander of the 
National Guard," while all are secret. It is a work of darkness. 
Its own chiefe call it " the Sabbat." They enlist ruffians along 
with fanatics. "They start a report that, on a certain day, 
there will be great commotion with assassinations and pillage, pre- 
ceded by the payment of money distributed from hand to hand 
by subaltern officers among those that can be relied on, and 
that these bands are to assemble, as advertised, within a radius 
of thirty or forty leagues." * — One day, to provoke a riot, "half 
a dozen men, who have arranged the thing, form a small group, 
in which one of them holds forth vehemently ; at once a crowd 
of about sbcty others gathers around them, whereupon they with- 
draw and betake themselves to other places," to form fresh 
groups and make their excitement pass for popular irritation. — 
Another day, " about forty fanarics, with powerful lungs, and four 
or five hundred paid men," scatter themselves around the Tuil- 
cries, "yelling fiiriously," and, gathering under the windows of 
the Assembly, " move resolutions to assassinate." " Your officers," 
says a deputy, "whom you ordered to suppress this tumult, heard 
reiterated threats of bringing you the heads of those they wished 
to proscribe." That very evening, in the Palais-Royal, "I heard 

^Mmitmr^ V. aia, 383- (Report and speech of Dupont de Nemoun, wloiii of July 31 
and September 7, 179a)— Vagabonds and ruflians begin to play dieir parts In Paris on tiM 
•7th of April, 1789 (the lUveillon aflBur).~Already on the 3oCh of July, 1789, RlTaiol wmai 
'*Woe to whoerer stirs up the lees of a nation ! There is no century of light for the pop«»- 
laoel " — In the Duc^urt pHUmhutire of hu future dictionary, he refers to hb artides of tfaia 
period: "There may be seen the precautions I took to prevent Europe fixMn attiibutiDg to 
the French nadon the horrors committed by tkt crowd qf ruffian* which tht RtvoltiiwH mmd 
thtgrid ^ a grtat pertonagt had attracUd toth$ c<^VWL"~" Letter of a deputy to hia 
oonstitoents," published by Duprex, Paris, in the beginning of 1790 (dted by M. de S6gur, 
b the Rtmu dt Pranctt September i, 1880). It relates to the manoeuvres for fotdng a volt 
in &vor of confiscating clerical p rope rty . ** Throughout All-Saints' day (November z, 1789), 
drums were beaten to call together the band known here as the Coati^icrt ^ tht Rtwim/m 
Horn. On the morning of November a, when the deputies resorted to the Assembly, they 
fiound the cathedral square and all the avenues to the archbishop's palace, where the sca> 
sions were hekl, filled with an innumerable crowd of people. This army was composed of 
from ao^ooo to s5,ooo men, of whidi the greater number had no shoes or stockings ; wooUea 
caps and ragk formed their uniform and they had dubs for guns. They overwhdmed die 
oodesiastical deputies with insults, as they passed on their way, and vociferated that they 
wouldmassacre with >ut mercy all who would not vote for stripping the clergy. . . New 
300 deputies who wei 8 opposed to the motion did not dare attend the Aaaemfaly. . . The 
rash of ruffians in the vicinity of the hall, their comments and direats, excited fean of drfi 
atrocious prqject being carried out All who did not fed courageous enou^ lo '■^-^''ritt 
tfaeflosdvea, avoided going to the Assembly." (The decrse wat adopttd Ij fft vilii^ 
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a subcn-dinate leader of diis &ctious band boast of having 
enjoined your officers to take this answer back, adding that there 
was time enough yet for all good citizens to follow his advice."— 
The watchword of these agitators is, are you truef and the 
response is, a true man. Their pay is twelve francs a day, and 
when in action they make engagements on the spot at that rate. 
**Yrom several depositions taken by officers of the National 
Guard and at the mayoralty," it is ascertained that twelve francs 
a day were tendered to "honest people to join in with those you 
may have heard shouting, and some of them actually had 
the twelve francs put into thdr hands." — ^The money comes from 
the coffers of the Duke of Orleans, and they are freely drawn 
upon; at his death, with a property amounting to 114,000,000 
francs, his debts amount to 74,000,000.^ Being one of the 
&ction, he contributes to its expenses, and, being the most opu- 
lent man in the kingdom, he contributes proportionately to his 
wealth. Not because he is a party leader, for he is too effeminate, 
too enervated; but "his petty council,"* and especially one of 
his private secretaries, Lados, cherishes great designs for him, 
their object being to make him lieutenant-general of the kingdom, 
afterwards regent, and even king,' so that they may rule in his 
name and "share the profits." — In the mean time they turn his 
whims to the best account, particularly Laclos, who is a kind of 
subordinate Machiavelli, capable of anjrthing, profound, depraved, 
and long indulging his fondness for monstrous combinations; 
nobody ever so coolly delighted in indescribable compounds of 
human wickedness and debauchery. In politics, as in romance, 
his department is "Les Liaisons Dangereuses." Formerly he 
manoeuvred as an amateur with prostitutes and ruffians in the 
frishionable world; now he manoeuvres in earnest with the pros- 
titutes and ruffians of the sidewalks. On the 5th of October, 
1789, he is seen, "dressed in a brown coat,"^ foremost among 
the women starting for Versailles, while his hand* is visible "in 

>€£ "The Ancient R6gune," p. 51. 

•Malooet, L 047, S48.— "Correspondence (mannscripc) of M. de StaO," Swedib* Am- 
■MMdnr, with his court, copied from the archives at StodchoUn by M. L6otim-Le-I>uc 
(letter of April at, 1791). " M. Laclos, secret agent of this wretched prince, a clever man 
•nd sohtle intriguer." April 04 : '* His agents are more to be feared than himselfl Through 
ys bad owduct, he is more of an injury to his party than a benefit" 

■EspedaUy after the king \ flight to Varennes, and at the time of the af&ir In the Champ 
Je Mars. The petition of tk ; Jacobins was drawn up by T^ados and BrissoL 

* Investigations at the Chatelet, testimony of Count d' Abaac de Temay. 

•IMmmi LaiibM* Thia cvidMiM it concfaMift. "Aput fiaavteftlmri 

o 
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the R^veillon affair, also in the burning of barriers and cha- 
teaux," and in the widespread panic which aroused all France 
against imaginary bandits. His operations, says Malouet, '' were 
all paid for by the Duke of Orleans " ; he entered into them 
"for his own account, and the Jacobins for theirs." — ^At this 
time their alliance is plain to everybody. On the 21st of No- 
vember, 1790, Lados becomes secretary of the club, chief of 
the department of correspondence, titular editor of its journal, 
and the invisible, active, and permanent director of all its enter- 
prises. Whether actual demagogues or prompted by ambition, 
whether paid, agents or earnest revolutionists, each group works 
on its own account, both in concert, both in the same direcdoDi 
and both devoted to the same undertaking, which is the con- 
quest of power by every possible means. 

V. 

At nrst sight their success seems doubtful, for they are in a 
minority, and a very smaU one. At Besan9on, in November, 
1791, the revolutionists of every shade of opinion and degree, 
whether Girondists or Montagnards, consist of about 500 or 600 
out of 3,000 electors, and, in November, 1793, of not more than 
the same number out of 6,000 and 7,000.' At Paris, in Novem- 
ber, 1 791, there are 6,700 out of more than 81,000 on the rolls ; 
in October, 1792, there are less than 14,000 out of 160,000.' 
At Troyes, in 1792, there are found only 400 or 500 out of 7,000 
electors, and at Strasbourg the same number out of 8,000 elect- 
ors.' Accordingly only about one-tenth of the electoral popu- 
lation are revolutionists, and if we leave out the Girondists and 
the semi-conservatives, the number is reduced by one-half. 
Towards the end of 1792, at Besan9on, scarcely more than 300 

uyi Mklooet, ** M. de Mootmorin and M. DdesMut communicated to me aU the poHca 
repents of 1789 and 179a'' 

I Sauaay, II. 79 (municipal electioa, Nov. 15, z79z).~III. aai (mayoralty election, No- 
vember, 1794). The half-way moderates had 937 votes, and the tant-culotteSt 31a 

*Merc$trt dt France, Nov. a6, 1791 (Potion was elected mayor, Nov. 17, by 6,728 votes 
oat of io»68a voters). ^Mortimer-Teinaux, V. 95. (Oct. 4, 1793, Potion was dected mayor 
Hy 13,746 votes out of 14,137 voten. He declines. -4^ct. 31, d'Ormessan, a moderate, who 
dtdines to stand, has, nevertheless, 4,910 votes. Hb competitor, Lhuillier, a pure Jacobin, 
obtains only 4.896.) 

* Albert Babeau, II. (5. (The 33,000 inhabitants of Troyes indicate about 7,000 eteciors 
in Dece m ber, 179a, Jacquet is elected mayor by 400 votes out q( 555 voters. A striking 
soincidence is found in there being 400 members of the Troyes club at this time.) — CamoC, 
" M6moires," I. 181. ** Dr. BoIImann, who passed through Stni^Miii;g in 179% 1 
. lMrt»c*'! of 8,000 qualified dtixens, only 400 votefB presented themMhrea." jQQqIc 
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pure Jacobins are found in a population of from 25,000 to 
30,000, while at Paris, out of 700,000 inhabitants only 5,000 are 
Jacobins. It is certain that in the capital, where the most ex- 
citement prevails, and where more of them are found than else- 
where, never, even in a crisis and when vagabonds are paid and 
bandits recruited, are there more than 10,000.' In a large town 
like Toulouse a representative of the people on missionary ser- 
vice wins over only about 400 persons.* Counting fifty or so in 
each small town, twenty in each large borough, and five or six 
in each viUage, we find, on an average, but one Jacobin to fifteen 
electors and National Guards, while, taking the whole of France, 
all the Jacobins put together do not amount to 300,000.' — ^This 
is a small number for the enslavement of six millions of able- 
bodied men, and for installing in a country of twenty-six mill- 
ions inhabitants a more absolute despotism than that of an 
Asiatic sovereign. Force, however, is not measured by numbers ; 
they form a band in the midst of a crowd and, in this disor- 
ganised, inert crowd, a band that is determined to push its way 
like an iron wedge splitting a log. 

The only defense a nation has against inward usurpation as 
wen as invasion firom without is its government Government is 
the indispensable instrument of common action. Let it faB or 
£dter and the great majority, otherwise employed, undecided 
what to do and lukewarm, disintegrates and Ms to pieces. Of 
the two governments around which the nation might have rallied, 
the first one, after July 14, 1789, Ues prostrate on the ground 
where it slowly crumbles away ; its phantom which rises up is 
still more odious; the latter not only brings with it the same 
senseless abuses and intolerable burdens, but, in addition to these, 
a yelping pack of claimants and recriminators; after 1790 it ap- 

iMoitiiiMr-Ttnuuuc, VL %v, la Fcfanutty, 1793^ Psche is electod mayor of Parif bjr 
ii,88z ▼oces.— yMffiM/ A iWir, nnmber 185. HenrioC, July a, 1793, it elected commendwu 
iiKiuef of the Peris nefiniMil giuod, \tj 9^084, egainat 6^095 voCea giYen lor hia compedter, 
RjAsL The national gnard coiapriaea at ^lis doM 1x0^000 registered oMmben, beaidaa 
10^000 feadaimea and federates. Many of Heniioc'a partisans again, voted twice. (G£ oa 
the clectJoni and the number of Jaodbins at Paris, chapters 1^ and xn. of this volume.) 

* BIkfaelet, VL 95. *' Ahnoat all (the missionary itpwatnlativea) were aupported by oaly 
ihenaaDest minority. Baudot, for instance, at Toukmae^ in 1793, had but 400 men for hisL** 

• For rrawplf, "Archivea Nationales," F* 6^ cartan 3. Petition of the inhabitanaeb 
AmayJe-Duc to the king (Apiil, 1793), veiy insulting, employing the most tamiliar laa- 
foage; about fifty signatures. — Sansay, III. di. zxxv. and xxxiv. (det^ of local ele» 
loais).-W^iUl, Vn. 687 (letter of (Sr^goire, Dec 94, 1796).— Blalouet, II. 531 (letter by 
jjakmrf, July as, X779). Makwiet and Gr6goire agree 00 the number 300,00a Maiia 
^jainr (ifjwiifcwr, XII. 69s, April ao, 1798) carries it op to 400^ooa 
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pears on the frontier more arbitrary than ever at the head of a 
coming invasion of angry emigres and grasping foreigners. — ^Thc 
other government, that just constructed by the Constituent As- 
sembly, it is so badly put together that the majority cannot use 
it It is not adapted to its hand; no political instrument at 
once so ponderous and so powerless was ever seen. An enor- 
mous effort is needed to set it agoing \ every citizen is obliged 
to give to it about two days labor per week.* Thus laboriously 
started and but half in motion, it poorly meets the various tasks 
imposed upon it — ^the collection of taxes, public order in the 
streets, the circulation of supplies, and security for consciences, 
lives and property. Toppled over by its own action, another 
rises out of it, illegal and serviceable, which takes its place and 
stands. 

In a great centralised state whoever possesses the head pos- 
sesses the body. By virtue of being led, the French have con- 
tracted the habit of letting themselves be led.* People in the 
provinces involuntarily turn their eyes to the capital, and, on a crisis 
occurring, run out to stop the mail-carrier to know what govern- 
ment they are under. Into whatever hands this central govern- 
ment happens to have fallen, the majority accepts or submits to it 
— Because, in the first place, most of the isolated groups which 
would like to overthrow^ it dare not engage in the struggle — it 
uems too strong; through inveterate routine they imagine be- 
hind it that great, distant France which, under its impulsion, will 
crush them with its mass.' In the second place, should a few 
isolated groups undertake to overthrow it, they are not in a con- 
dition to keep up the struggle — U is too strong. They are, 
indeed, not yet organised while it is fiiUy so, owing to the 
docile set of officials inherited fix)m the government overthrown. 
Under monarchy or republic the government clerk comes 
to his office regularly every morning to despatch the orders 
transmitted to him.^ Under monarchy or republic the police 

I C£ "The French Revolution,'* VoL I. book H. ch. O. 

• C£ "The Ancient Regime," p. 35a. 

•"M^moiret de Madame de Sapbaud,** p. 18. Reply ofM de Sapinaod to the peasaati 
oTIa Vendue, who wished him to act as their general: "My friends, it is the earthen pot 
•ganst the iron pot What could we do t One department against eighty-two— we sbonld 
oe smashed!" 

« Malouet, II. »4z. " I knew a derk in one of the bureaus, who, durmt these tad dayi 
(September, 1799), nercr misMd going, as nsoal, to copy and add up his 
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num daily makes his round to arrest those against whom he 
has a warrant. So long as instructions come from above in the 
hierarchical order of things, they are obeyed. From one end 
of the territory to the other, therefore, the machine, with its 
himdred thousand arms, works efficaciously in the hands of 
those who have seized the lever at the central point Reso- 
lution, audacity, rude energy, are all that are needed to make the 
lever act, and none of these are wanting in the Jacobin. 

First, he has £uth, and faith at all times "moves mountains.** 
Take any ordinary party recruit, an attorney, a second-rate 
lawyer, a shopkeeper, an artisan, and conceive, if you can, the 
extraordinary effect of this doctrine on a mind so poorly pre- 
pared for it, so narrow, so out of proportion with the gigantic 
conception which has mastered it. Formed for routine and the 
limited views of one in his position, he is suddenly carried away 
by a complete system of philosophy, a theory of nature and di 
man, a theory of society and of religion, a theory of universal 
history,^ conclusions about the past, the present, and the future 
of humanity, axioms of absolute right, a system of perfect and 
final truth, the whole concentrated in a few rigid formulae as, for 
example: "Religion is superstition, monarchy is usurpation, 
priests are impostors, aristocrats are vampires, and kings are 10 
many tyrants and monsters." These ideas flood a mind of .nis 
stamp like a vast torrent precipitating itself into a narrow gorge; 

Ittoial oorrespondeDoe with Uie annies aiMl the imnrinoet followed ill rtf^ 
br fom. The Puis police k)oked afier sui>pltes and kept its eye on shmpen, while hlood 
nn in the streets."— Cf. on dds mrchanirs] need and inveterate hafak of leoefcring orders 
from the centra] authority, Mallet'Dapon, "M^oires," 49a ''Dumouries* aoldters said 
to him : ' F , papa general, get the Convendon to order us to march on Paris and you'U 
see how we will make mince-meat of those b— — in the Assembly I ' " 

■ Budiex et Roox, XXVIIL 55. Letter by Brun-Lafond, a grenacBer in the national 
goard, July 14, 1793* to a firiend in the provinces, in justificadon of the 3itt of May. 11m 
whole of this letter requires to be read. In it are found the ordinary ideas of a Jaoobiii in 
■ebtioo to histmy. '* Can we lose sij^t of this, that it is ever the people of Paris which, 
dtfottgh its murmuxings and righteous insurrections against the oppressive system of many 
of oar kings, has forced ihem to entertain milder sentiments regarding the relief of the Fiench 
people, and pcindpatty of the tiller of the soil t . . Without the energy of Paris, Pails 
and France would now be inhabited soldy by slaves, while this b e aii lifl i l soil would praasot 
mi aspect as wQd and deserted as that g€ the Turkish empire or that of Germany,** ^tAUk 
has led us "to cooler still greater histre on this Revolution, by re-establishbg on earth th« 
ndent Athenian and odisr Gredan republics in all their parity. Distinctioos anMBg lb* 
ceriy people of the emh did not eaist; early fiunily ties bound peopb tsgetfasr who had ■» 
ancient foamka or origlB; ihay had no other laws in their republics bat thoaa wliidl^ to la 
ssy. inspired diem wldi thoaa santiments of fraternity expesienced by tbwi la tha oaAaal 
pnmitiTe popalatfaaa." 
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they upset it, and, no longer under self-direction, they sweep it 
away. The man is beside himself. A plain bourgeois, a common 
laborer is not transformed with impunity into an apostle or liber- 
ator of the human species. — For, it is not his country that he would 
save, but the entire race. Roland, just before the loth of Au- 
gust, exclaims '< with tears in his eyes, should liberty die in France, 
she is lost to the rest of the world forever ! The hopes of phi- 
losophers will perish ! the whole earth will succumb to the cruel- 
lest tyranny I " * — Gr6goire, on the meeting of the Convention, 
obtained a decree abolishing royalty, and seemed overcome with 
the thought of the immense benefit he had conferred on the 
human race. ''I must confess," said he, ''that for days I could 
neither eat nor sleep for excess of joy ! " One day a Jacobin in 
the tribune declared : ''We shall be a nation of gods I'' — ^Fancies 
like these bring on lunacy, or, at all events, they create disease. 
" Some men are in a fever all day long," said a companion of St 
Just ; "I had it for twelve years."* Later on, "when advanced 
in life and tr3ring to analyse their experiences, they cannot com- 
prehend it" Another states that, in his case, on a " crisis occur- 
ring, there was only a hair's breadth between reason and mad- 
ness." "When St. Just and myself," says Baudot, "discharged 
the batteries at Wissenboiu-g, we were most liberally thanked for 
it Well, there was no merit in that; we knew perfectly well 
that the shot could not reach us and do us harm."»>Man, in 
this exalted state,Js unconscious of obstacles, and, according to 
circumstances, rises above or &lls below himself, freely spilling 
his own blood as well as the blood of others, heroic as a soldier 
and atrocious as a civilian; he is not to be resisted in either 
direction for his strength increases a hundredfold through hk 
fury, and, on his tearing wildly through the streets, people get 
out of his way as on the approach of a mad buU. 
If they do not jump aside of their own accord, he will run at 

* BtttMroox, ** Mtooiret" (Ed. Daubon), 3361— GrCgoira^ <* IMaoinib*' L 41a 
••* L« Revolution FranpOM," \xj Qoinet (octncts from the ineditod "Mtednt" of &». 
dot), IL 009, axi, 49X, 69a— Gufllon de Moad6oo I. 445 (tpeedi \xj Owlkr, b the LgroM 
Central Qob, BCarcfa a3« 1793). ''Theyaay that the MiuucwiSrtfiit will goon epOlinf their 
blood. This it only the talk of eiutooats. Can a mm^omMMt be ranched in that qaartvt It 
he not favntoerable^Mke the jrode whom he repbcce en dib earth t*'"-S|iiich by David, h the 
Co n re ntl o n , on Barm and VfaJa. "Under ao ina n gniwawii woaan wlB bring Icvth 
withoat pain."— Merder, "Le Nouvean Pnris,** L ij. "I heard <an entor) iiirhhii hi one 
of the tectiona, to which I bear wttneas: 'Ye% I would taka mjr own head by the hak, 
cnt it ofl; and, preeencing it to the despot, I would cay to Urn: Tp m mt ^ M n W M* met ^m 
finttmmnt*** 
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theni^ for he is unscrupulous as well as furious. — In every polit 
ical struggle certain kinds of actions are prohibited; at all 
events, if the majority is sensible and wishes to act fairly, it 
repudiates them for itself. It will not violate any particular law, 
for, if one law is broken, this tends to the br^iking of others. 
It is opposed to overthrowing an established government because 
every interregnum is a return to barbarism. It is opposed to the 
element of popular insurrection because, in such a resort, public 
power is surrendered to the irrationality of brutal passion. It is 
opposed to a conversion of the government into a machine for 
confiscation and murder because it deems the natural function 
of government to be the protection of life and property. — ^The 
majority, accordingly, in confronting the Jacobin, who allows 
himself all this, is like a man deprived of his arms in dose con- 
flict with one in full panoply.^ The Jacobin, through principle, 
holds law in contempt, for the only law which he accepts is the 
arbitrament of the people. He has no hesitation in proceeding 
against the government because, in his eyes, the government is 
a derk which the people always has a right to remove. He 
wdcomes insurrection because, through it, the people recover 
their inalienable sovereignty. A dictatorship suits him because 
by this means the people recover their sovereignty with no hmita- 
tions. — ^Moreover, as with casuists, ''the end justifies the means."* 
''Let the colonies perish," exdaims a Jacobin in the Constituent 
Assembly, "rather than sacrifice a prindple." "When the day 
comes," says St Just, "which satisfies me that I cannot endow 
the French with mild, vigorous, and rational ways, inflexible 
against tyranny and injustice, that day I will stab myself," and 
in the mean time, he uses the guillotine against others. " We 
win convert France into a gravejrard," exdauned Carrier, " rather 
than not regenerate it our own way 1 "' To place themselves at 

1 Lafryette, "IMaoinib'' L 467 (m the Jaodbins of August to^ t79«). ''Thk sect, th« 
destrucdoa of which was desired by nineteeo-twendeths of Fnutoe.**— DuBand-MaOlfln, 49. 
The aretsioo to the Jacobins alter Jme ao^ T794, was general. " The communes of France, 
CToywhere wearied and d iss a drf a d with popular clubs, would ghully have got rid of then*, 
tfiat they might no longer be under their control" 

*The words of Lederc, a deputy of the Lyons committee ia the Jacobin Qub at Paris. 
May 19, 1793. ** Popular machiaveBanism rausc be established. . . Everything impure 
mast disappear oflf the FVench smL . . I shall doubtless be legaided as a brigand, but 
dMre b one way to get ahead of calumny, and that is, to exterminate the calumniators." 

■Bochea et Roux, XXXIV. aa4 (testimony of Francois Lameyrie). "Collection of au> 
I for the History of the Revoluuon at Stiasbouiig,*' XL aio (speech by 
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the heln. of the government, they are ready to scuttle the ship 
and sink it From the first, they let loose on society street riots 
and jacqueries in the rural districts, prostitutes and ruffians, the 
foul and the savage. Throughout the struggle they profit by the 
coarsest and most destructive passions, by the blindness, cre- 
dulity, and rage of an infatuated crowd, by dearth, by the fear of 
bandits, by rumors of conspiracy, by threats of invasion. At 
last, attaining to power through a general upheaval, they hold 
on to it through terror and executions. — Straining will to the 
utmost, with no curb to check it, steadfastly believing in its own 
right and with utter contempt for the rights of others, with 
fknatical energy and the expedients of scoundrels, a minority 
employing such forces may easily overcome a majority. So true 
is it that, with faction itself, victory is always on the side of the 
few whose faith is greatest and who are the least unscrupulous. 
Foiu- times between 1789 and 1794, political gamesters take their 
seats at a table whereon the stakes consist of supreme power, 
and four times in succession the *' Impartiaux," the " Feuillants,'' 
the '' Girondists," and the " Dantonists," form the majority and 
lose the game. Four times in succession the majority has no 
desire to break customary rules, or, at the very least, to infringe - 
on any rule universally accepted, to wholly disregard the teach- 
ings of experience, the letter of the law, the precepts of human- 
ity, the suggestions of pity. The minority, on the contrary, is 
determined beforehand to win at all hazards; its opinion is the 
right one, and if rules are opposed to that, so much the worse 
for the rules. At the decisive moment, it claps a pistol to its 
adversary's head, turns the table upside down, and decamps with 
the stakes. 

Baudot, Fffaaire i% ytm IL, fa the Jacobin QxA> t Sttai b oarg ) . ** EgoiMi, tlie heediea^ 
the enemiee of Ubcftjr, the enemies of all natme thooM not be regarded at her cUMian. 
Are not all who oppose the pubfic good, or who do not share it, in the same caseT Let m, 
then, utfeerijr destroy them. . . Were they a million, would not one sacrifice the twenty- 
feoith part of one's self to get rid of a gangrene which might infect the rest of the body T . . ** 
For these reasons, the ocator thinks that every man who is not wholly devoted to the Re- 
public must be put to death. He states that the Republic should at one blow cause the 
iastant disappearance of eveiy fiiend to kfags and feudalism.— Beaulieu, "Essai,** Y. soa 
M. d'Antonelle thought, *'like most of the revolutionary dubs, that, to constitute a repubBc^ 
an iqyproximate equality of pio p erty should be established; and to do this, a third of die 
population should be suppressed." — "This was the general idea among the &natics of the 
Revtrfutioo." — Larevelli^re-L^ux, "M^moires," I. 150 "Jean Bon St Andr6 . . . sug- 
gested diat for the solid foundation of the Republic in France, the population should be 
reduced one-half." He is violendy interrupted by Larevelliire-L^paux, but continues and 
insists on this.— ^uffit>y, deputy of the Pas-de>CaIais, proposed in his journal a »t>U las|pe 
amputation ; he wanted to reduce Fianqe to five millions of inhabitants. /--^ t 

* ^ edbyCiOOgle 



CHAPTER HI. 

The JacoUns in power.— The dectlons of 1791. — ^Proportkm of plioet 
giliied bj tfiem. — ^L Thdi siege operati<mi. — Means used by ihem to dis- 
oonnge the m^ority of electors and consenratiYe candidates. — Freqaency 
of dection8.^Efiect of the oath.^IL Annoyances and dangers of public 
offices. — The Constituents ezdnded firom the I^egislative body. — III. The 
friends of order deprived of the rij^t of free assemblage.— Violent treat- 
ment of their dabs in Paris and the provinces. — ^Legal prerention of 
cooservatiTe associations. — ^IV. Tnrmoil at the elections of 1790. — ^Elections 
in 1791* — ^Effect of the King's tUf^t — ^Domiciliary visits. — Mortagne during 
the electoral period. — V. Intimidation and withdrawal of the Consenra- 
tires. — Popular outbreaks in Borgondy, Lyonnais, Provence, and the large 
cities. — Electoral proceedings of the Jacobins; examples at Aiz, Dax» and 
Ifcntpellier. — Agitators go onpnnished. — Denmidations by name. — Ma- 
nceavres with the peasantry.— General tactics of the Jacobins. 

In June, i79i> and during the five following months, the class 
of active citizens ^ are convoked to elect their elective repre- 
sentatives, which, as we know, according to the law, are of every 
kind and degree; in the first place, there are 40,000 electors ot 
the second degree and 745 deputies; next, one-half of the 
administrators of 83 departments, one-half of the administrators 
of 544 districts, one-half of the administrators of 41,000 com- 
munes, and finally, in each municipalit}', the mayor and syndic- 
attorney; in each department, the president of the criminal 
court and the prosecudng-attomey, and, throughout France, 
officers of the National Guard; in short, almost the entire body 
of the agents and depositaries of legal authority. The garrison 
of the public citadel is to be renewed, which is the second and 
even the third time since 1789. — ^At each time the Jacobins have 
crept into the place, in small bands, but this time they enter in 
large bodies. Potion becomes mayor of Paris, Manuel, syndic- 

> Law of May aS, 29, 1791 (accordinfsr to official sutemenis, the total of active citi- 
zeos amoofited to 4,a88,36o>.— Laws of July 23, Sept. 13, Sept. 39, i79i.—Buchex Ct 
Rous, XII. 310. 
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attorney, and Danton the deputy of Manuel; Robespierre is 
elected prosecuting-attomey in criminal cases. The very first 
weeV 136 new deputies enter their names on the dub's register. 
In the Assembly the party numbers about 250 members. On 
passing all the posts of the fortress in review, we may estimate 
the besiegers as occupying one-third of them, and perhaps more. 
Their siege for two years has been earned on with unerring 
instinct, the extraordinary spectacle presenting itself of an entire 
nation legally overcome by a troop of fiurtionists. 



First of all, they dear the ground, and through the decrees 
forced out of the Constituent Assembly, they keep most of the 
majority away firom the polls. — On the one hand, under the pre- 
text of better ensuring popular sovereignty, the dections are so 
multiplied, and held so near together, as to demand of each 
active citizen one-sixth of his time ; such an exaction is very 
great for hard-working people who have a trade or any occupa- 
tion,* which is the case with the great mass; at all events, with 
the useful and healthy portion of the population. Accordingly, 
as we have seen, it stays away fix>m the polls, leaving the fidd 
open to idlers or fanatics. 

On the other hand, by virtue of the constitution, die dvic 
oath, which indudes the ecdesiastical oath, is imposed on all 
dectors, for, if any one takes the former and reserves the latter, 
his vote is thrown out; in November, in the Doubs, the munid- 
pal elections of thirty-three communes are invalidated soldy on 
this pretext.' Not only forty thousand ecdesiastics are thus 

> Bnchet d Rotoc, XIL 33.— Movtinier.TenMiiz, *' Hbtoire de k Tcnenr,** IL 905, 34S. 
— Sintay, IL ch. xtBL— Albert Babean, I. ch. xz. 

'The following letter, by Cunille DesmoaHni (ApcO 3, 1791), shows at once the tfane con- 
snrned by pnbKc aAdi% the sort of attractioD they had, and the kind of men which they 
direrted from their business. "I have gone back to my old profession of the law, to wMcb 
I give nearly all the time which my mmddpal or dectond ftmctioos, and the JaooUns (dob), 
allow m e that is to say, very little. It is very dJwtgieea ble to me to come down to pif ai fcg 
bourgeois cases after having managed interests of such importance, and the afiaiis of tfaa 
government, in the fiwe of all Europe. " 

•Sansay, IL 83-69 and 193. A resdation of the inhabitants of Chal^ who, headed by 
their municipal officers, declare themselves unanimously "non-conformists," and demand 
'* the right of using a temple for the exercise of dieir idlgious opinions, bdonging to them 
and buih with their cootribotions." On the strength of this, the munldpal officers of Chal&se 
are soundly mtad by die <fistrict administration, whidi thus states what prindp^s are : '* lib. 
crty, '"I***"***** far the private individual, must be restricted for the public man whose 
opfaioM must co nfo rm to the law; otherwise, ... he must renounce all public fonctioiis.** 
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rendered unsworn {insermenth\ but again, all scrupulous Catho- 
lics lose the si^t of suffrage, these being by far the most 
numerous in Artois, Doubs and the Jura, in the Lower and 
Upper Rhine district,' in the two S6vres and la Vendue, in the 
Lower Loire, Morbihan, Finisterre and C6tes du Nord, in 
Loz^ and Ard^che, without mentioning the southern depart- 
ments.* Thus, aided by the law which they have rendered 
impracticable, the Jacobins, on the one hand, are rid of all 
sensible voters in advance, counting by miUions; and, on the 
other, aided by a law which they have rendered intolerant, they 
are rid of the Catholic vote which counts by hundreds of 
thousands. On entering the electoral lists, consequently, thanks 
to this double exclusion, they find themselves confix>nted by only 
the smallest niunbeis of electors. 

IL 

OperadoDS must now be commenced against these, and a first 
expedient consists in depriving them of their candidates. The 
obligation of taking the oath has abready partly provided for 
diis; in Loz^ all the officials send in their resignations rather 
than take the oath;' here are men who will not be candidates 
at the coming elections, for nobody covets a place which he 
had to abandon ; in general, the suppression of all party can- 
didatures is effected in no other way than by making the post of 
a magistrate distastefiiL — On this principle the Jacobins have 
labored successfully by promoting and taking the lead in innu- 

1 Archives Nattonales," F', 3,353 (letter of the department directory, Apiil 7, xtqs). "Os 
die asth of January, in our report to the National Aflsembty, we stated the almost genera) 
mnwsilinn which the eaecution of the laws tdatmg to the clergy has found in this depaiU 
nMnt . . . nino-leiiths, at laaat^ of the Catholics refusmg to recognise the swoni priiBstB. 
The t— difiiii» fafliMwimd by tfidr old curte or vicars, are willing to take the dvic oath, bat 
they lefiMe to wcn g nian dtflir l«gitlinatf> pastots and attend their services. We are, ther^ 
fore, obBged to remove tbaot and to look oat %x others to replace them. The ddxens of a 
large nnmber of the oonummes, persisting in trusting diese^ will lend no assbtance whatever 
to tlie etoctioo of tlie new ones; the result is, duit we are obUged, in selecting these people, 
to refer the matter to persons whom we tcaroely know, and who are scarcely better known 
totfae<firectOfiesofthecBstiicL As they are sleeted against the will of the citizens, they do 
not gsia dMir c o nfidimr e , and dntw dMir saiades from tlie commune treasury, without any 
advantage to pabiic instnictioii.'' 

^Mtrcmrt A Frmmt, Sept 3, 1791. "The right of attending primary meetings is that 
of every dtisea who pays a tax of duee Uvres: owing to the violence to which opinions are 
lolj^ect, tmart iMmm tmsJkmlf ^ tkg Prtmeh are compelled to stay away from these reanioos, 
which ate a ban don e d to psnoos who have the least mterest in nudntahiing pabKc order and 
b securing stable kwi, wkh the least property, and who pay the fewest taxes." 

*'*Tbe Fk«DC^ lUidirioi^** VoL L p. x8a and following pages. 
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merable riots against the King, the officials and the clerks, against 
nobles, ecclesiastics, corn-dealers and land-owners, against every 
species of public authority whatever its origin. Everywhere the 
authorities are constrained to tolerate or excuse murders, pillage 
and incendiarism, or, at the very least, insurrections and dis- 
obedience. For two years a mayor runs the risk of being hung 
on proclaiming martial law ; a captain is not sure of his men on 
marching to protect a tax levy; a judge on the bench is threat- 
ened if he condemns the marauders who devastate the national 
forests. The magistrate, whose duty it is to see that the law is 
respected, is constantly obliged to strain the law, or allow it to be 
strained ; if refractory, a summary blow dealt by the local Jaco- 
bins forces his legal authority to yield to their illegal dictation, so 
that he has to resign himself to being either their accomplice or 
their puppet. Such a r61e is intolerable to a man of feeling 
or conscience. Hence, in 1790 and 1791, nearly all the promi- 
nent and reputable men who, in 1789, had seats in the Hotels- 
de-villes, or held command in the National Guard, all country- 
gentlemen, chevaliers of St. Louis, old parliamentarians, the 
upper bourgeoisie and large landed-proprietors, retire into private 
life and renounce public functions which are no longer tenable. 
Instead of oflfering themselves to public suffi^ge they avoid it, 
and the party of order, far from electing the magistracy, no 
longer even finds candidates for it 

Through an excess of precaution, its natural leaders have been 
legally disqualified, the principal offices, especially those of deputy 
and minister, being interdicted beforehand to the influential men 
in whom we find the little common sense gained by the French 
people during the past two years. — In the month of June, 1791, 
even after the irrecondlables had parted company with the 
"Right," there still remained in the Assembly about 700 mem- 
bers who, adhering to the constitution but determined to repress 
disorder, would have formed a sensible legislature had they been 
re-elected. All of these, except a very smaU group of revolu- 
tionists, had learned something by experience, and, in the last 
days of their session, two serious events, the king's flight and the 
riot in the Champ de Mars, had made them acquainted with the 
defects of their machine. With this executive instrument in their 
hands for three months, they see that it is racked, that things are 
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tottering, and that they themselves are being run over by fanatics 
and the populace. They accordingly attempt to put on a drag, 
and several even think of retracing their steps.' They cut loose 
from the Jacobins; of the three or four hundred deputies on the 
club list in the Rue St. Honor6 * but seven remain ; the rest form 
at the Feuillants a distinct opposition club, and at their head are 
the first founders, Duport, the two Lameths, Bamave, the authors 
of the constitution, all the fathers of the new regime. In the 
last decree of the Constituent Assembly they loudly condemn 
the usurpations of popular associations, and not only interdict to 
these all meddling in administrative or political matters, but 
likewise any collective petition or deputation.^ — Here may the 
fiiends of order find candidates whose chances are good, for, 
during two years and more, each in his own district is the most 
conspicuous, the best accredited, and the most influential man 
there ; he stands well with his electors on account of the popu- 
larity of the constitution he has made, and it is very probable 
that his name would rally to it a majority of votes. — ^The Jaco- 
bins, however, have foreseen this danger. Four months previous 
to this,* with the aid of the Court, which never missed an op- 
portunity to ruin itself and everytiiing else,* they made the most 
of the rancors of the "Right" and the lassitude of the Assem- 
bly; fagged and disgusted, in a fit of mistaken disinterestedness, 
the Assembly, through impulse and taken by surprise, passes an 
act declaring all its members meligible for election to the follow- 
ing Assembly, which is tantamount to the displacement in ad- 
vance of the staff of honest men. 

> **Copegpondence of M. de Sta9" (manuscript), Swedish ambossadOT, with his coui1« 
Sept 4, 1791. " The change in the way of thinking of the democrats is extraordinary : they 
ttow seem conrinced that it is imposable to make the Constitutaon work. Baroave, to my 
own knowledge, has declared that the influence of assembfies in the future should be linuted 
to a cooncfl <£ notables, and tliat all power should be in the government" 

• lUd., Letter of July 17, 1791. " All the members of the AssemUy, with die exception tA 
three or four, have passed a resolution to separate finom the Jacobins; they number abooc 
jook**— The seven depudes who remain at the JacoUn Qub^ are Robespierre, Potion, Gff6- 
golte, Buaot, Coroller, and Abb£ Royer. 

*Deci«e of Sept 39, 30, 1791, with report and bstructions of the Committee en the Coo- 



^Decree of May 17, iTyz.^Malouet, XIL x6z. ' There was nothing left to us bat l» 
■ake ooe great mistake, Yi^ch we did not &i] to da** 

*A iew Bum^ after this, 00 the election of a mayor for Pteis, the court voled 1 
Ui^ectcasidforP^lkMi 
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III. 
If the latter, in spite of so many drawbacks, attempt a strug- 
gle, they are arrested at the very first step. For, to enter upon 
an electoral campaign, requires preliminary meetings for con- 
ference and to understand each other, while the faculty of form 
ing an association, which the law grants them as a right, ia 
actually withheld firom them by their adversaries. As a begin- 
ning, the Jacobins hooted at and "stoned" the members of the 
" Right " * holding their meetings in the Salon franfois of the 
Rue Royale, and, according to the prevailing rule, the police 
tribunal, " considering that this assemblage is a cause of disturb- 
ance, that it produces gatherings in the street, that only N-iolent 
means can be employed to protect it," orders its dissolution. — 
Towards the month of August, 1790, a second dub is organised, 
and, this time, composed of the wisest and most liberal men. 
Malouet and Count Clermont-Tonnerre are at the head of it It 
takes the name of " Friends of a Monarchical Constitution," and 
;s desirous of restoring public order by maintaining the reforms 
which have been reached. All fonnalities on its part have been 
complied with. There are already about 800 members in Paris. 
Subscriptions flow into its treasury. The provinces send in 
numerous adhesions, and, what is worse than all, bread is distrib- 
uted by them at a reduced price, by which the people, probably, 
will be conciliated. Here is a centre of opinion and influence, 
analogous to that of the Jacobin club, which the Jacobins cannot 
tolerate.* M. de Clermont-Tonnerre having leased the summer 
Vauxhall, a captain in the National Guard notifies the proprietor 
of it that if he rents it, the patriots of the Palais-Royal will 
march to it in a body, and close it ; fearing that the building 
will be damaged, he cancels the lease, while the municipality, 
which fears skirmishes, orders a suspension of the meetings. 
The club makes a complaint and follows it up, while the letter 
of the law is so plain that an official authorisation of the dub is 
finally granted. Thereupon the Jacobin newspapers and stump- 

>M. deMontloaer, "M6moires," II. 309. *' As fiu* — concgrn a myid^ troth c o my tli am 
to mjp that I wms ttrock cm the heaul by three carrots and two cabbages only."— Archives oi 
the prefecture of polioe (dedsioDS of the police court. May 15, 1790). Mpmitntr, V. 497. 
"The prompt attendancr of the memberiat the hour of meeting, in spite of the hootings mad 
«iunnurings of the crowd, lee me d to coorince the people that this was yet anocfaer oo»- 
§fincy against fiberty. 

•Malouet, IL so.^-^M^fvmrt df ^mmct, Jul. 7, Fefa^ & and April 9, 1791 (lstlsrtfaMa» 
bsroTdieMowBdiknlCkiH. ^ , 
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speakers let loose their fury against a future rival that threatens 
to dispute their empire. On the 23d of January, 1791, Bamave^ 
in the National Assembly, employing metaphorical language 
apt to be used as a death-shout, accuses the members of the 
new club "of giving the people bread that carries poison with it.** 
Four days after this, M. Clermont-Tonnerre's dwelling is assailed 
by an armed throng. Malouet, on leaving it, is almost dragged 
from his carriage, and the crowd aroimd him cry out, ''There 

goes the b who denounced the people ! " — ^At length, its 

founder^, wlK)7*aut of consideration for the municipality, have 
waited two months, hire another hall in the Rue des Petites- 
Ecuries, and on the 28th of March begin their sessions. ''On 
reaching it," writes one of them, " we found a mob composed of 
drunkards, screaming^ys, ragged women, soldiers exciting them 
on, and especially those frightful hounds, armed with stout, 
knotty cudgels, two feet long, which are excellent skull-crackers." * 
The thing was made up beforehand. At first there were only 
three or four hundred of them, and, ten minutes after, five or sue 
hundred; in a quarter of an hour, there are perhaps four 
thousand flocking in fi-om all sides ; in short, the usual make-up 
of an insurrection. "The people of the quarter certified that 
they did not recognise one of the faces." Jokes, insults, 
cuffings, dubbmgs, and sabre-cuts, — the members of the club 
"who agreed to come unarmed" being dispersed, while several 
are knocked down, dragged by the hair, and a dozen or fifteen 
more are wounded. To justify the attack, white cockades are 
shown, which, it is pretended, were found in their pockets. 
Mayor BaiUy arrives only when it is all over, and, as a measure 
of "public order," the municipal authorities have the club of 
Constitutional Monarchists closed for good. 

Owing to these outrages by the faction, with the connivance 
of the authorities, other similar clubs are suppressed in the same 
way. There are a good many of them, and in the principal towns 
— " Friends of Peace," " Friends of the Country," " Friends of the 
King, of Peace, and of Religion," "Defenders of Religion, Per- 
sons, and Property." Magistrates and officers, the most cultivated 
and polished people, are generally members ; in short,' the 61ite 
of the place, formerly, meetings took place for conversa- 



> F gittw , IL 99«. *' The JacoUn Club sent five or six hundred trusty men» i 

abtL** tmiini "about a hundred national guards, and some of the Palais-Royal prostitutfla.* 
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tion and debate, and, being long-estabiished, the club naturally 
passes over from literature to politics. — ^The watch-word against 
all these provincial clubs is given from the Rue St. Honor6.* 
•* They are centres of conspiracy, and must be looked after'* 
forthwith, and be at once trodden out. — At one time, as at 
Cahors,* a squad of the National Guard, on its return from an 
expedition against the neighboring gentry, and to finish its task 
breaks in on the club, "throws its fiimiture out of the win 
dows, and demolishes the house." — At another time, as at 
Perpignan, the excited populace surrounds the club, dancing a 
fandango, and yell out, to the lantern i The club-house is 
sacked, while eighty of its members, covered with bruises, arc 
shut up in the citadel for their safety.' At another time, as a 
Aix, the Jacobin dub insults its adversaries on their own prem 
ises and provokes a scuffle, whereupon the municipality causes 
the doors of the assailed dub to be walled up and issues war 
rants of arrest against its members. — ^Alwajrs punishment awaits 
them for whatever violence they have to submit to. Their mere 
existence seems an offence. At Grenoble, they scarcely assemble 
before they are dispersed. The &ct is, they are suspected of 
^incvmm;^^ their intentions may not be right; in any event, 
they cause a division of the place into two camps, and that is 
enough. — In the department of Gard, their dubs are all broken 
up, by order of the department, because ''they are centres of 
inalevolence.'* At Bordeaux, the munidpality, considering that 
''alarming reports are cturent of priests and privileged persons 
retiuning to town,'' prohibits all reunions, except that of the 
Jacobin dub. — ^Thus, "under a system of liberty of the most 
exalted kind, in the presence of that famous Dedaration of the 
Rights of Man which legitimates whatever is not imlawful," 
and which postulates equality as the prindple of the Frendi 
constitution, whoever is not a Jacobin is exduded fix>m common 

I "Journal des Anus de la Constitution." Letter of the Cq/iNmHommi dub at Bofdems, 
Jan. 30, 179X.— Letteis of the "Friends of the Con stfan tion»** at Brfres and Cambaij, Jaa. 

• "The Fiendi Revolution,'* L pp. B43, 334. 

• Mtreur» di Premct^ Dec x8, 1770^ Jan. 17, June 8, and July 14, 1791. M0mihmf, VL 
697.— "Archives Nationales," F', 3,193. Letter from the Directory of the department ol 
Avcyron, April so, 1793. Nairadve of events after the.end of 179a— Mi^ ao, 1791, tiM 
dob of "The Friends of Order and Peace" is burnt by the Jaa^iins, th» £re h^tlag afe 
■ight and a part of the next day. (Official report of the Directory of MiDuu, May aa. 
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rights. An intolerant club sets itself up as a holy church, and 
proscribes others which have not received from it "orthodox 
baptism, dvic inspiration, and the gift of tongues." To hel 
alone belongs the right of assemblage, and the right of making 
proselytes. Conservative, thoughtful men in all towns through- 
out the kingdom are forbidden to form electoral committees, to 
possess a tribune, a fund, subscribers and adherents, to cast the 
weight of their names and common strength into the scale of public 
opinion, to gather around their permanent nucleus the scattered 
multitude of sensible people, who would like to escape from the 
Revolution without falling back into the ancient regime. Let 
them whisper amongst themselves in comers, and they may still 
be tolerated, but woe to them if they would leaf e their lonely 
retreat to act in concert, to canvass voters, and support a candi- 
date. Up to the day of voting they must remain in the 
presence of their combined, active, and obstreperous adversaries, 
scattered, inert, and mute. 

Will they at least /oe able to vote freely on that day ? They 
are not sure of it, and, judging by occurrences during the past 
year, it is doubtful. — In the month of April, 1790, at Bois d'Aisy, 
in Burgimdy, M. de Bois d'Aisy, a deputy, who had returned 
from Paris to deposit his vote,^ was publicly menaced ; he was 
given to understand that nobles and priests must take no part in 
the elections, while many were heard to say, in his hearing, that 
in order to prevent this it would be well to hang him. Not far 
off, at Ste. Colombe, M. de Viteaux was driven out of the elect- 
oral assembly, and then put to death after three hours of torture. 
The same thing occurred at Semur ; two gentlemen were knocked 
down with clubs and stones, another saved himself with diffi- 
culty, and a curi died after being stabbed six times. — ^This is a 
warning for ecclesiastics and for gentiemen ; they will do well to 
abstain from voting, and the same good advice may be given to 
dealers in grain, to land-owners, and every other suspected per- 
son. For this is the day on which the people recover their sov- 
ereignty; the violent believe that they have the right to do ex- 
actly what suits them, nothing being more natural than to ex- 

1 "The Fzench Revolution," I. p. 356, 307. 
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dude candidates in advance who are distrusted, or electors who 
do not vote as they ought to. — ^At Villeneuve-SL-Georges, near 
Paris/ a barrister, a man of austere and energetic character, is 
about to be elected judge by the district electors ; the populace, 
however, mistrust a judge likely to condemn marauders, and 
forty or fifty vagabonds collect together imder the windows and 
cry out: "We don't want him elected." The cur6 of Crosne, 
president of the electoral assembly, informs them in vain that 
the assembled electors represent 90 communes, nearly 100,000 
inhabitants, and that "40 persons should not prevail against 
100,000." Shouts redouble and the electors renounce their can- 
didate. — At Pau, patriots among the militia* forcibly release one 
of their imprisoned leaders, circulate a list for proscriptions, 
attack a poll-teller with their fists and afterwards with sabres, 
until the proscribed hide themselves away ; on the following day 
"nobody is disposed to attend the electoral assembly." — ^Things 
are much worse in 179 1. In the month of June, just at the time 
of the opening of the primary meetings, the khig has fled to 
Varennes, the Revolution seems compromised, civil war and a 
foreign war loom up on the horizon like two spectres; the 
National Guard had everywhere taken up arms, and the Jaco- 
bins were making the most of the universal panic for their own 
advantage. To dispute their votes is no longer the question ; it 
is not well to be seen now ; among so many turbulent gatherings 
a popular execution is soon over. Hie best thing now for royal- 
ists, constitutionalists, conservatives and moderates of every 
kind, for the fiiends of law and of order, is to stay at home — too 
happy if they may be allowed to remain there, to which the 
armed commonalty assents only on the condition of making 
them fi-equent visits. 

Consider their situation during the whole of the dectoral 
period, in a tranquil district, and judge of the rest of France by 
this comer of it At Mortagne,^ a small town of 6,000 souls, 
the laudable spirit of 1789 still existed up to the journey to 

> Mtrcmrg dt Frtmct, Dec. 14, 1790 (letter from ViUeneuTe-SL-Georget, Nor. ag). 

* " Archhres Natioiules," IL x,453* Conespoodence of M. Berchenj. Letter from Pan, 
Feb. 7, X79a " No one hat any idea of the actual state of thingi, in tfaii onoe de H g ht ibl 
town. People are cutting each othei't throats. Four doeU have taken place within 48 
houn, and ten or a down good dtisens have been obliged to hide themaelTCt kt tlwe* 
days pact** 

* Aicfairea N ati o nale t," F% 3.849. Memorial 00 the actual condition of the town iMd 
dteict ofliMtagMb dflptftment of Ome (Novunber, 1791). 
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Varenncs. Among the forty or fifty families of nobles were a 
good many liberals. Here, as elsewhere among the gentry, the 
clergy and the middle class, the philosophic education of the 
eighteenth century had revived the initiative spirit of old pro- 
vincial times, whDe the entire upper class had zealously and 
gratuitously undertaken public duties which it alone could well 
perform. District presidents, mayors, and municipal officers, 
were all chosen from among ecclesiastics and the nobles; the 
tliree principal officers of the National Guard were chevaliers of 
St Louis, while other grades were filled by the leading people 
of the commtmity. Thus had the fi-ee elections placed authority 
in the hands of the socially superior, the new order of things 
resting on the legitimate hierarchy of conditions, educations, and 
capacities. — For six months, however, the club, formed out of 
"a dozen hot-headed, turbulent fellows, under the presidency 
and in the hands of a certain Rattier, formerly a cook," worked 
upon the populace and the rural districts. Immediately on the 
receipt of the news of the King's flight, the Jacobins ''give out 
that nobles and priests had supplied him with money for his de- 
parture, to bring about a counter-revolution." One family had 
given such an amoimt, and another so much ; there was no doubt 
about it; the precise figures are given, and given for each family 
according to its known resources. — Forthwith, "the principal 
dubbists, associated with the suspicious portion of the National 
Guard," spread through the streets in squads, and enter the 
houses of the nobles and of other suspected persons ; all the 
arms, " guns, pistols, swords, himting-knives, and sword-canes," 
are carried o£ £very hole and comer is ransacked; they make 
the inmates open, or they force open, secretaries and clothes- 
presses in search of anununition, the search extending " even to 
the ladies* toilette-tables"; by way of precaution "they break 
sticks of pomatum in two, presuming that musket-balls are con- 
cealed in them, and they take away hair-powder under the pre- 
text that it is either colored or masked gunpowder." Then, 
without disbanding, the troop betakes itself to the environs and 
into the coimtry, where it operates with the same celerity in the 
chAteaux, so that "in one day all honest citizens, those with the 
most property and furniture to protect, are left without arms at 
the mercy of the first robber that comes along." All reputed 
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aristocrats are disarmed. Those are reputed aristocrats who 
"disapprove of the enthusiasm of the day, or who do not attend 
the club, or who harbor any unsworn ecclesiastic," and, first of 
rll, "the officers of the National Guard who are nobles, begin- 
. ing with the commander and his entire staff ''—The latter allow 
their swords to be taken without resistance, and with a forbear- 
ance and patriotic spirit of which their brethren everywhere 
furnish an example, "they are obliging enough to remain at their 
posts so as not to disorganise the army, hoping that this fi'enzy 
will soon come to an end/' contenting themselves with making 
their complaint to the department — ^But in vain the department 
orders their arms to be restored to them. The clubbists refuse 
to give them up so long as the king refuses to accept the Con- 
stitution; meanwhile they do not hesitate to say that "at the 
very first gun on the fi-ontier, they will cut the throats of all the 
nobles and unsworn priests." — ^AAer the royal oath to the Con- 
stitution is taken, the department again insists, but no attention 
is paid to it On the contrary, the National Guard, dragging 
cannons along with them, purposely station themselves before 
the mansions of the unarmed gentry; the ladies of their families 
are followed in the streets by urchins who sing (a ira in their 
faces, ahd, in the final refirain, they mention them by name and 
promise them the lantern ; " not one of them could invite a dozen 
of his fiiends to supper without incurring the risk of an ebulli- 
tion." — On the strength of this, the old chiefe of the National 
Guard resign, and the Jacobins turn the opportunity to account. 
In contempt of the law the whole body of officers is renewed, 
and, as peaceable folks dare not deposit their votes, the new 
staff "is composed of infuriated men, taken for the most part, 
fi-om the lowest dass." With this purged militia the club expels 
nuns, drives off unsworn priests, organises expeditions in the 
neighborhood, and goes so far as to purify suspected mimicipali- 
lies.* — So many acts of violence committed in town and country, 
render town and coimtiy uninhabitable, and for the £lite of the 
proprietors, or for well-bred persons, there is no longer any 

I On the xsth of August, 1791, the modier-nperior of die Hotel-Diea hospital is forcibly 
^ ^toied off and placed in a tarera, half a league from the town, while the rest of the nuni 
oic driiren out and rqilaced hjr eight young giris. Among other motives diat require notice 
Is the hostility of two apothecaries belonging to the club ; in the Hotel-Dieu the nuns, keep, 
log a phannacy, by whidi they defrajred expenses through the sale of drugs, biwught them 
nlfiaiBtD c o mpetit ioa with the two apothecaries. 
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asylum but Paris. After the first disarmament seven or eight 
families take refuge there, and a dozen or fifteen more join them 
after a threat of having their throats cut; after the religious 
persecution, unsworn ecclesiastics, the rest of the nobles, and 
countless other townspeople, " even with little means," betake 
themselves there in a mass. There, at least, one is lost in the 
crowd ; one is protected by an incognito against the outrages of 
the commonalty ; one can live there as a private individual. In 
the provinces even civil rights do not exist ; how could any one 
there exercise political rights ? ''All honest citizens are kept 
away firom the primary meetings by threats or maltreatment 
. . . The battle-field remains with those who pay forty-five 
sons of taxes, more than one-half of them being registered on 
the poor list" — See how the elections are decided beforehand I 
The old cook is the one who authorises or creates candidatuies, 
and on the election of the department deputies at the county 
town, the electors elected are veritably, like himself Jacobins.* 



Such is the pressure under which voting takes place in France 
during the siunmer and fall of 1791. Domiciliary visits and dis- 
armament everywhere force nobles and ecclesiastics, landed pro- 
prietors and people of culture, to abandon their homes, to seek 
lefiige in the large towns and to emigrate,' or, at least, confine 
tiiemsdves strictly to private life, to abstain firom all propagand- 
ma, from eveiy candidature, and from all voting. It would be 
madness to be seen in so many cantons where perquisitions ter- 
minate in a jacquerie; in Burgimdy and the Lyonnais, where 
castles are sacked, where aged gentlemen are mauled and left 
for dead, where M. de Guillin has just been assassinated and cut 
to pieces ; at Marseilles, where conservative party leaders are im- 

>a:'<AidiiTctNadoiia]es,''DXXIX.X3. Letter of die muddiMaofficen and nolablMOl 
duttDpoenil, to the administraton of Seine-et-Oiae, coooeming elections, June 17, i79x.<— 
Sfanihr letten, from variotit other paxishes, among them that of Charcon, June 16: Thtj 
** liaive the honor to inform 70a Aat, at the time of the pfeoeding primary meetingi, they wen 
opoaed to die gieatest danger; that the crn^ of Charcon, their pastor, was repeatedly stabbed 
vkh a bayonet, the marks of which he will carry to his grave. The mayor, and sevend 
odier inhabitants of Charctm, tacafoSi the same peril with difficulty."—- /3u/., lettets from tlit 
ilministia tow of Hautes-Alpes to the National Assembly (September, 1791), on the distal 
aacettalfae electoral assembly of Gap, August 89, 1791. 

* "The fVe&di Revolntioo," pp. 159, x6o^ 3x0^ 333^ 394.— Lauveigne, *' Hisloire du d 
■ands Vat^** loi (Ansast 93). 
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prisoned, where a regiment of Swiss guards under arms scarcelj 
suffices to enforce the verdict of the court which sets them at lib- 
erty, where, if any indiscreet person opposes Jacobin resolutions 
his mouth is closed by being notified that he will be bturied alive ; 
at Toulon, where the Jacobins shoot down all conservatives and 
the reguliur troops, where M. de Beaucaire, capuin in the navy, 
is killed by a shot in the back, where the club, supported by the 
needy, by sailors, by navvies, and " vagabond pedlars, " main- 
tains a dictatorship by right of conquest; at Brest, at Tulle, at 
Cahors, where at this very moment gentlemen and officers are 
massacred in the street It is not surprising that honest people 
turn away firom the ballot-box as firom a centre of cut-throats. — 
Neverthdessy let them come if they like ; it will be easy to get rid 
of them. At Aix, the assessor whose duty it is to read the elect* 
ors' names is informed that '* the names should be called out by 
xdl unsullied mouth, that, being an aristocrat and fanatical, he 
could neither speak nor vote," and, without further ceremony, 
they put him out of the room.* The process is an admirable one 
for converting a minority into a majority and yet here is another, 
still more effectual. — At Dax, the Feuillants, taking the title of 
** Friends of the French Constitution," separate fitjm the Jaco- 
bins,* and, moreover, insist on excluding firom the National Guard 
" foreigners without property or position," the passive citizens 
who are admitted into it in spite of the law, who usurp the right 
of voting and who *' daily affiront tranquil inhabitants." Con- 
sequendy, on election day, in the church where the primary 

> '< Aichires Nationales,** F^ 3,198, depondoo of V^rand Jcaid, an elector at Ailei» SefiC. 8, 
1791.-/3^, F', 3,195. Letter of the administraton of the Taraacoa district, Dec 8, 1791. 
Two parties confiront each other at the municipal elect ion s of Bartwmtanr, one headed by tfic 
AbM Chabaud, brother of one of die Avignon brigands, composed of three or four townmen* 
and of "the most impoverished in the countiy,*' and the other, three times as numerous, oomi> 
prising an the land-ownen, the substantia] mtojrers and artisans, and all **who are most 
interested in a good administration.'' The question is, whether the Abb6 Chabaud is to b« 
maTor. The electioos took plaoe Dec. s i79i* Here is die oflkial report of the adi&c 
osayor: "We, Pierre Fontaine, mayor, addressed the lioters, to induce them to keep iIm 
peace. At this very moment, the said Claude Gontier, aiimt Baoque, strode us with his fisi 
00 the left eye, which bruised us consklerably, and on account of which we are afanost hlfaMi, 
and, conjointly with others. Jumped upon us, direw us down, and dragged us by the hair, 
continuing to strike us, from m finoot of the church door, tiD we came In front of the door «f 
the town ball ** 

> IbitLt F^ 3,939. Letters of M. dt LauiMe, June 18, 1791 ; from the dir e cto iy of the 
department, June 8, July 31, and Sept 92, 1791 ; from the munidpafity, July 15, 1791. The 
municipality "leaves the rdease of the prisoners in suspense," for sfac imrrrlht^ because. It 
Mys, dte people b <fisposed to "insurrectionise against their disdiarge. "^Letters ,of 1 
the national guard, stating that the fictions form only a part of it 
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meeting is held, two of the Feuillants, LaurMe, formerly collectot 
of the vingtihnes, and Brunache, a glazier, propose to exclude an 
intruder^ a servant on wages. The Jacobins at once rush forward 
LaurMe is pressed back on the holy-water basin and wounded on 
the head ; on trying to escape he is seized by the hair, thrown 
down, {Merced in the arm ¥dth a bayonet, put in prison, and Bru- 
nache along with him. Eight days afterwards, at the second meet- 
ing none are present but Jacobins ; naturally, " they are all elected " 
and form the new municipality, which, notwithstanding the or- 
ders of the department, not only refuses to liberate the two pris- 
oners, but consigns them to a dungeon. — At Montpellier, the de- 
lay in the operation is greater, but it is only the more complete. 
The votes are deposited, the ballot-boxes closed and sealed up 
and the conservatives obtain a majority. Thereupon the Jacobin 
dub, with the band of " iron-clubs, " calling itself the Executive 
power^ betake themselves in force to the sectional meetings, bum 
one of the ballottings, use firearms and kill two men. To restore 
order the municipality stations each company of the National 
Guard at its captain's door, and the moderates among them nat- 
urally obey orders, but the violent party do not. They overrun 
the town, numbering about 2,000 inhabitants, enter the houses, 
kill three men in the street or in their domiciles, and force the ad- 
ministrative body to suspend its electoral assemblies. In addi- 
tion to this they require the disarmament "of the aristocrats," 
and this not being done soon enough, they kill an artisan who is 
walking in the street with his mother, cut oflF his head, bear it 
aloft in triumph, and suspend it in front of his dwelling. The au- 
thorities, thus persuaded, accordingly decree a disarmament, and 
the victors parade the streets in a body. Either on account ol 
their jollity, or as a precaution, they fire at the windows of sus- 
pected houses as they pass along and happen to kill an addition- 
al man and woman. During the three following days six Tiun- 
dred fiunilies emigrate, while the authorities report that every- 
thing is going on well, and that order is restored ; ^'the elections," 
they say, ^ are now proceeding in the quietest manner on account 
of tiie ill-intentioned voluntarily keeping away from them, a large 
number having left the town." ' A void is created around the 
baUot-box and this is called the unanimity of voters. 

^ iitrcmrt d€ Framct^ Dec. xov X79X, letter fimn MontpeOier, dated Nov. 17, 1791.— "Ar 
dives Madoaakiy'' F^ 3»M3. Extmctsfroialetten,oaitlieiiiddenl9orOct 9«ad la, 1791. 
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The effect of such executions is great and not many of them 
are requisite; a few suffice when successful and when they go un- 
punished, which is always the case. Henceforth all that the Jac- 
obins have to do is to threaten ; people no longer resist theim, 
for they know that it costs too much to face them down ; they d« 
not care to attend electoral meetings and there meet insult and 
danger ; they acknowledge defeat at the start. Have not the Jac- 
obins irresistible arguments, without taking blows into account ? 
At Paris,^ Marat in three successive numbers of his paper has just 
denounced by name " the rascals and thieves " who canvass for 
electoral nominations, not the nobles and priests but ordinary 
citizens, lawyers, architects, physicians, jewellers, stationers, print- 
ers, upholsterers and other mechanics, each name being given in 
full with the professions, addresses and one of the following quali- 
fications, " hypocrite {tartufe), immoral, dishonest, bankrupt, in- 
former, usurer, cheat," not to mention others that I cannot trans- 
cribe. It must be noted that this slanderous list may become a 
proscriptive list, and that in every town and village in France 
similar lists are constantly drawn up and circulated by the local 
dub, which enables us to judge whether the struggle between it 
and its adversaries is a fair one. — As to rural electors, it has suit- 
able means for persuading them, especially in the innumerable 
cantons ravaged or threatened by the jacqueriesy or, for example, 
in Corrtee, where " the whole department is overspread with in- 
surrections and devastations, and where nobody talks of anything 
but of hanging the officers who serve papers."* Through- 
out the electoral operations the sittings of the club are perma- 
nent ; ^its electors are incessandy summoned to its meetings ; '' 
at each of these ''the main question is the destruction of fish- 
ponds and rentals, their principal speakers simiming it all up by 
saying that none ought to be paid." The majority of electors, 
composed of rustics, are found to be sensitive to eloquence of this 
kind ; all its candidates are obliged to express themselves against 

Ptthion by Messn. Th6ri and Devon, Nov. 17, 1791. Letter addresced by them to the Min- 
teer, Oct 35. Letten of M. Dupin, syndkal attorney of the depArtment, to die Ministsr, 
Nov. Z4 and 15, and Dec a6, 1791 (with oflldal reports).— Among those assaasoiated oa tht 
14th and 15th of November, we find a jeweller, an attorney, a carpenter, and a dver. ** Thk 
painful scene," writes the syndic attorney, "has restored quiet to the town." 

» Buchez et Roux, X. 923 {VAmidu PeupU, June X7, 19, ai, 1791). 

S" Archives Nationales, ' F', 3,304, letter by M. Meloa PndoD, royal oomiii^MMy m 
Mk^ Sepft. 8, 1791. 
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fishponds and rentals; its deputies and the public prosecuting- 
attorney are nominated on this profession of &ith ; in other words, 
to be elected, the Jacobins promise to greedy tenants the incomes 
and property of their owners. — ^We already see in the proceed- 
bgs by wUch they secure one-third of the offices in 1791 the 
germ of the proceedings by which they will secure the whole of 
them in 1793; in this first electoral campaign their acts indicate 
not merely their maxims and policy but, again, the condition, edu- 
cation, spirit and character of the men whom they place in power 
locally as well as at the capital. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

1. Composition of the Legislative Assembly. — Social rank of the Depu- 
ties. Their inexperience, incompetence, and prejudices. — II. Degree and 
quality of their intelligence and culture. — III. Aspect of their sessions. — 
Scenes and ^spiay at lhediik«-<>M)perition of ipect a^^ Ftotiat.— 

The <« Right"— The "Centre."— The <'Left."— Opmions and sentimenta 
of the Girondists.— Theur allies of the extreme ««Left"— V. Thehr mean* 
of action.— Dispersioa of the Feuillants dab. — Pressure of the tribunes on 
me Assembly.— Street mobs. — ^VI. Parliamentary manoeuvres. — ^Abuses of 
urgency.— Vote on the principle.— Call by name.— Intimidation of die 
*' Centre. "—Opponents inactive.— The majority finally disposed ot 



If it be true that a nation should be represented by its superior 
men, France was singularly represented during the Revolution. 
From one Assembly to another we see the level steadily declin- 
ing; especially is the M very great from the Constituent to -the 
Legislative Assembly. The actors entitled to perform withdraw 
just as they begin to understand their parts ; and yet more, 
they have exduded themsdves from the theatre, while the stage 
is surrendered to their substitutes. "The preceding Assembly," 
writes an ambassador,^ "contained men of great talent, large 
fortune, and honorable name, a combination which had an im- 
posing effect on the people, although violently opposed to per- 
sonal distinctions. The actual Assembly is but little more than 
a council of lawyers, got together from every town and village 
in France." Out of 745 deputies, indeed, "400 lawyers belong, 
for the most part, to the dregs of the profession"; there are 
about twenty constitutional priests, " as many poets and literary 
men of but little reputation, almost all without any patrimony," 
the greater number being less than thirty years r>ld, sixty l)eing 
less Uian twenty-six, while nearly all of them are outgrow i hi of 

* ** Con op o n dence (maauicript) of Baron de StaCl," with his court, Oct ^ 1 791 
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the dubs and the popular assemblies.^ There is not one noble 
or prelate belonging to the ancient r6gime^ no great landed pro- 
prietor^' no head of the service, no eminent specialist in diplomacy, 
m finance, in administrative force, or in military art But three 
general officers are found there, and these are of the lowest rank,' 
one of them having held his appointment but three months, and 
the other two beiag wholly unknown. — At the head of the 
diplomatic committee stands Brissot, a perambulating journalist, 
lately a rover about England and the United States, and sup- 
posed to be competent in the affairs of both worlds ; in reality he 
IS one of those presuming, threadbare, talkative fellows, who, liv- 
ing in a garret, lecture foreign cabinets and reconstruct all Eu- 
rope ; things, to them, seem as easily combined as phrases ; one 
day/ to entice the English into an alliance with France, Brissot 
proposes to place two towns, Dtmkirk and Calais, in their hands 
as security; another day, he proposes '' to make a descent on Spain, 
and, at the same time, to send a fleet to conquer Mexico." — ^The 
principal personage in the committee on finances is Cambon, a 
merchant in MontpelHer, a good book-keeper, who, at a later 
period, is to simplify all writings and regulate the Grand Livre 

> •'Soovenln'' (mannicript) ofM. X . Dumonriex, *< M^moires," III. di. v. "The 

Jaeobin Cliib» ociy w heie extending its numerous ramifications, availed itself of the pr»> 
tokU dubs to obtain control of the elections. Every crackbrain, every seditious scribbler, 
•B die agkatofs were dected. . . Very few enlightened or prudent men, and still fewer 
«f the Bobks, were diosen."— Jlf«iaSAn(r, XII. X99 (meeting of April 83, 1799). Speech oi 
li. Leoointe>PuyTavanz. " We need not dissimulate; indeed, we are proud to say, that this 
li filial urn it composed of penons who are not ridi." 

*lfathien Dnoutf» **M4moires," L 521. **Tbe mrdtament in the electoral assemblages 
was wry great; the aristocrats and large land-owners abstained from coming there." — Cor> 
topoodance de Mirabeaii et du Comte de la Mark,** IIL 246, OcL io» 1791. " Nineteen- 
I w eutfeths of tUs Iffgisl ali ir e have no other turn-out than galoshes and umbrellas. It has 
been estimated, that all these deputies put together do not possess 300^000 livres soUd income. 
Tke gencnfity of those who compose this Assembly have recdved no education whatever.** 

•They rank as Marickamx dg cam^t a grade corre sp onding to that of brigadier-general 
They are Dupuy-Mondnrun (deceased in Mardi, 1799), Descrotsnl'Estr^e, a weak and worn 
old man whom his diildren forced into the Legislative Assembly, and, lastly, Mathien 
DuMS, a conservative, and die only prominent one. 

* ** Co n e sp o n da n c e dn Baron de Stafi," Jan. 19, 1798.— Gouvemeur Mociis (IL 163, Feb. 
4, t79s) writes to Washington that M. de WarriUe, on the diplomatic committee, proposed 
to cede Dunkiik and Calais to England, as a pledge of fidelity by France, in any engage- 
neat which she might enter into. You can judge, by this, cf the wisdom and virtue of the 
frcdoo to whidi he bdongs.— Baches et Rous, XXX. 89 (defence of Bdssot, Jan. 5, 1793) 
"Brissot, like all noisy, ssckless, ambitious men, started in full blast with the strangest 
paradoxes. In 1780^ in Ids 'Recherchcs philosophiques sur le droit de propria,' he wrote 
as follows: 'If 40 crowns suffice to maintain existence, the possession of aoo,ooo crowns is 
%/bUtf ajast and a robbeiy. . . . Exdusive ownership is a veritable crime against 
aatoRu . . . Tho punishment of robbery in oar institutioos is an act of virtue which 
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of the public debt, which means public bankruptcy. Mean- 
while, he hastens this on with all his might by encouraging the 
Assembly to undertake the ruinous and terrible war, that is to last 
for twenty-three years ; according to him, " there is more money 
than is needed for it." * In truth, the guarantee of assignats is 
used up; the taxes do not come in; they live only on the paper 
money they issue, the assignats lose forty per centum, and the 
ascertained deficit for 1792 is four hundred millions ; • but this 
revolutionary financier relies upon the confiscations which he 
instigates in France, and which are to be set agoing in Belgium ; 
here lies all his invention, a S3»stematic robbery on a grand scale 
within and without the kingdom. 

As to the legislators and manufacturers of constitutions, we 
have Condorcet, a cold-blooded fanatic and systematic leveller, 
satisfied that a mathematical method suits the social sciences 
fed on abstractions, blinded by formulae, and the most chimerical 
of perverted intellects. Never was a man versed in books more 
ignorant of mankind ; never did a lover of scientific precision 
better succeed in changing the character of facts. It was he 
who, two days before the 20th of June, amidst the most 
brutal public excitement, admired "the calmness" and rationality 
of the multitude; "considering the way people interpret events, 
it might be supposed that they had given some hours of each dc^ 
to the study of analysis.^^ It is he who, two days after the 2otli 
of June, extolled the red cap in which the head of Louis XVI. 
had been muffled. " That crown is as good as any other. Mar- 
cus Aurelius would not have despised it" ^ — Such is the discem- 

> Moniteur, speech by Cambon, titdngs of Feb. a and April ao^ 1793. 

> Ibid,, (sitting of April 3). Speech by M. Cailhanon. The property bdonging to th* 
aatxm, sold and to be sold, is valued at a,z95 millions, while the assignats already IssimhI 
amount to 3,100 millions. C£ M^rcurt dg Franc, Dec. 17, 1791, p. aoi : Jan. 38, 179a, p^ 
315; May 19, 1793, p. 305. — ^Dumouriec, "M^moixes," III. 396, and 339, 340^ 344, 34€u«» 
** Cambon, a raving lunatic, without education, humane principle, or integrity (pubfic) • 
flseddler, an ignoramus, and very giddy. He tells me that one resource remained lo Um» 
which is, to seize all the coin in Belgium, all the plate belonging to the churches, and all ^« 
cash deposits . . . that, on ruining the Belgians, on reducing them to the same state of 8iif> 
fering as the French, they would necessarily share their &te widi (hem; that they would 
then be admitted members of the Republic, with the prospect of always making headway, 
through the same line of policy; that the decree of Dec. 15, 1793, ad m irab l y &vored this 
snd, because it tended to a complete disorganisation, and that the luddest dibig that could 
happen to France was to disorganise all its neighbors and reduce them to the same state of 
anarchy." (This conversation between C^nbon and Dumouriex occurs in the middle ol 
January, 1793.)— JfdMuiinir, XIV. 758 (sitting of Dec. 15, 1792). Report by Cambon. 

* ChrtmigMe dg Parity Sept. 4, 179a. *' What a sad and terrible situatioB I that in which 
tlM character of a people, naturally amiable and generous, is conttraiiud to take such vaD> 

o 



r. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. Tl 

ment and practical judgment of the leaders; from these one 
can form an opinion of the flock, consisting of novices arriving 
from the provinces and bringing with them the principles and 
prejudices of the newspaper. So remote from the centre, having 
no knowledge of general afraiis or of their unity, they are two 
years behind their brethren of the Constituent Assembly. Most 
of them, says Malouet,^ ^without having decided against a mon- 
archy, had decided against the court, the aristocracy, and the 
clergy, ever imagining conspiracies and believing that defence 
consisted solely in attack. There were still many men of talent 
among them, but with no experience; they even lacked that 
which we had obtained. Our patriot deputies were, in great 
part, convinced of their errors ; these were not sOy they were ready 
to take a fresh starts Moreover, they have their own political 
bent, for nearly all of them are upstarts of the new regime. We 
find in their ranks 264 department administrators, 109 district 
administrators, 125 justices and prosecuting-attomeys, ^Z mayors 
and town officers, besides about twenty officers of the National 
Guard, institutional bishops and ciu:^, the whole amounting to 
566 o( the elected functionaries, who, for the past twenty months, 
have carried on the government imder the direction of their 
dectors. We have seen how this was done and under what 
conditions, with what compliances and with what complicity, 
with what deference to clamorous opinion, with what docility 
in the presence of rioters, with what submission to the orders 
of the populace, with what a dduge of sentimental phrases 
and commonplace abstractions. Sent to Paris as deputies, 
through the dioice or toleration of the dubs, they bear along 
with them their politics and their riietoric; the result is an 
assemblage of narrow, perverted, hasty, inflated and feeble 
minds ; at each daily session, twenty word-mills turn to no pur- 
pose, the greatest of public powers at once becoming a manu- 
fectory of nonsense, a school of extravagancies, and a theatre 
for declamation. 

feaaMl**— Ct liMvafyaeiileMtiGle, by StB«iiTe,onCoiidoraet»fa ''CaiiMrifltda I^nidi, 
IlL 145.— Him (a ooOeiigoe of Condorcet, in the Legislative Aaaembly), "M^moiret,*' 8^ 
"Coodmcet, in Ut journal, regubriy falsified tUngs, with an audadtjr which b unparalleled. 
The ophiniii of the * Right' were so mutilated and travestied the next day in Uft journal, 
that we, who had uttered them, could scarcely recognise them. On oompblning of tUs to 
Mb and on charging him with perfidy, the philosopher only sjnOed.** 

■ Malouet, IL 115.— >Dumouriec, 111. ch. v. " They were elected to repteeeatl^ aalbib 
n*^md,^0mfmf^U9imUrutta^amHafn^idiim*cmar^^ Digitized by GoOglC 
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11. 

Is it possible that serious men could have listened to and sat 
through this rigmarole? '<I am a ploughman," ^ says one dep- 
ut3S ^'I now dare boast of the antique nobility of my plough. 
A ^oke of oxen once constituted the pure, incorruptible convey- 
ancers before whom my worthy ancestors executed their contracts, 
the authenticity of which, £u: better recorded on the soil than on 
flimsy parchment, is protected from any species of revolution 
whatever." Is it conceivable that the reporter of a law, that 
is about to exile or imprison forty thousand priests, should em- 
ploy in an argument such siUy bombast as the following ?* "I 
have seen in the rural districts the hymeneal torch diffusing only 
pale and sombre rays, or, transformed into the flambeaux of fu- 
ries, the hideous skeleton of superstition seated even on the nup- 
tial couch, placed between nature and the wedded, and arresting^ 
etc. . . Oh Rome, art thou satisfied? Art thou then like 
Saturn, to whom fresh holocausts were daily imperative? . . . 
Depart, ye creators of discord! The soil of liberty is weary of 
besuing you. Would ye breathe the atmosphere of the Aventine 
mount? The national ship is already prepared for you. I hear 
on the shore the impatient cries of the crew; I see the breezes 
of liberty swelling its sails. Like Telemachus, ye will go 
forth on the waters to seek your fother; but never will you 
have to dread the Sicilian rocks, nor the seductions of a Eu* 
charts*^ Vidgar conceits, rhetorical personifications, and the 
invective of maniacs is the prevailing tone. The same de- 
fect characterises the best discourses, namely, an over-excited 

liTtfMtil^wr, X.m3(MnionorOct 96^ X79X). Speech by M. nangoit DoraL Gnndilo- 
quencebdkeofderoftliedayjUtheveryfintiBeetiiig. On the nt of October, 1791, twehre 
old men, matching in proccMion, go out to fetch the coa e t iimi onal act '*M.CMtius, keeper 
of the records, with a composed air and downcaat ejei, eaten with measmod steps," bearing 
fa both hands the sacred document which he holds agafast his breast, while the deputies 
stand up and bare their heads. **People of Fkasoe^" says an orator, "dtiaens of Paxi^al 
geiici t wis Frenchmen, and you, our feOow-cidMD*— virtuous, intelligent women, btinging 
your gentle influence into the sanctuary of the law— bdiold the guanmtee of peace which the 
legk laturs ptesen ts to you t " We seem to be witnessing die last act of an opera. 

a/M£, XII. 930 (sessions of April a6 and May 5). Report and speech by Fhmcois da 
Nantes. The whole speech, a comic budget throughout, should be read : " Tell me, pomifl 
of Rome, what your senrisimts will be when you welcome your worthy and Cuthfiil oo> 
operators? . , I bdwld your sacred hands, ready to launch those pontifical thunderbolts, 
which, etc . . Letdiebrsikrof Scaevola be brought in, and, widi our outstretched palms 
above the buraing coals, we w31 show that there is no species of torture, no tunnent which 
can ezdte a frown on the brow of him whom the love of country exahs above hnmaaiy I " 
Suppose tha^ Just at thbrnooMBt, a lighted candk had been placed under his haadl 
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brain, a passion for high-sounding terms, the constant use of 
stilts and an incapacity for seeing things as they are and of so 
describing them. Men of talent, Isnard, Guadet, Vergniaud 
himself^ are carried away by hollow sonorous phrases like a ship 
with too much canvas for its ballast. Their minds are stimu- 
lated by souvenirs of their school lessons, the modem world 
revealing itself to them only through their Latin reminiscences. 
— Frangois de Nantes is exasperated at the pope " who holds in 
servitude the posterity of Cato and of Scaevola.*' Isnard pro- 
poses to follow the example of the Roman senate which, to 
allay discord at home, got up an outside war; between old 
Rome and France, indeed, there is a striking resemblance.— 
Roux insists that the Emperor (of Austria) should give satisfac- 
tion before the ist of March ; " in a case like this the Roman 
people would have fixed the term of delay — why shouldn't the 
French people fix one. . . The circle of Popilius " should be 
drawn around those petty, hesitating German princes. When 
money is needed to establish camps around Paris and the large 
towns, Lasource proposes to alienate the national forests and is 
amazed at any objection to the measure. "Csesar's soldiers,** 
he exclaims, " believing that an ancient forest in Gaul was 
sacred, dared not lay the axe to it ; are we to participate in this 
snperstitioiis respect?"' — Add to this collegiate lore the phil- 
osophic dregs deposited in all minds by the great sophist then 
in vogue. Larivi^re reads in the tribune' that page of the 
** Contrat Social," where Rousseau declares that the sovereign 
may banish members '' of an imsocial religion," and punish with 
death *' one who, having publicly recognised the dogmas of civil 
religion, acts as if he did not believe in them." On which, 
another hissing parrot, M. Filassier, exclaims, '*! put J. J. 
Rousseau's proposition into the form of a motion and demand a 
vote on it" — In like manner it is proposed to grant very young 
girls the right of marrying in spite of their parents by stating, 
according to the "Nouvelle H^loise" "that a girl thirteen or 
fourteen years old begins to sigh for an union which nature dic- 
tates, that she struggles between passion and duty, that, if she 

iMmiulir, XI. 179 (mmIoo of Jan. ao, 179a).— /M£ ax6 (MMioo of Jan. S4).— XII. 496 

(M«y9). 

«iWW:, XII. 479 (•cmIoo of May 04).— XIII. 71 (sesrion of July 7, ipeecfa by Latouroe). 
^GC XIY. 3ot (■enfan of July 31) a quotation tarn Voltaire brought in for the fuppvMiiQ* 
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triumphs she is a martyr, that nature is rarely imposed upon, 
that it may happen that a young person prefers the tranquil dis- 
grace of defeat to a wearisome struggle of eight years." — 
Divorce is inaugurated to " preserve in matrimony that happy 
quietude which renders the sentiments livelier."* Henceforth 
this is to be no longer a chain but '^ the acquittance of an agree- 
able debt which every citizen owes to his coimtry. . . Divorce 
is the tutelary divinity of Hymen." * Obscenities and mytholog- 
ical veilings, a background of classic pedantry, the vague and 
narrow notions of ordinary instruction, no exact and substantial 
infbrmation, the empty flowing commonplaces of the amplifier 
spinning out maxims from his revolutionary manual in long 
tirades, in short, superficial culture and verbal argumentation 
form the vulgar and dangerous ingredients out of which the 
intelligence of the new legislators is formed' 

HI. 

From this we can imagine what their sessions were. '' More in- 
coherent and especially more passionate than those of the Constit- 
uent Assembly"* they present the same characteristics, but large- 
ly exaggerated. Argument is much weaker, invective more vio> 
lent, and dogmatism more intemperate. Inflexibility degenerates 
into insolence, prejudice into fenaticism, and near-si^tedness 
into blindness. Disorder becomes a tumult and constant din an 
uproar. "Figure to yoiwself," says an attendant eye-witness, 
" a collegiate chamber with hundreds of pupils quarrelling and 
every instant on the point of seizing each other by the hair. 
Their dress worse than neglected, their furious actions, and transi- 
tions from cries to hootings ... is a sight not to be depicted 
and to which nothing can be compared." It lacks nothing for 
making it a club of the lowest species. Here, in advance, we 

1 Moidteur. Speech by Aubert Dubftyer, aeiskm of Aug. 3a 

'Speech by Chanmette, procmrtur of the Commime^ to die newly naiiied (Moctiiiieiw 
Tenaiuc, IV. 408). 

•Hie dasi to which they belonged hat been portrayed, b the Bfb, by M. Roycr-Collafd 
(Ste; Benre, "Nouveaux Lundis," IV. 263). "A young lawyer at Paris, at fint receired 
in a few houses on the lie St. Louis, he soon withdrew from thb infeiior world of attorneys 
and Hmbs of the law, whose tone o pp re ss ed him. The very thought of the impression this 
galbnt and intensdy Tulgar mediocrity made upon him, sdll Inspcred ffisgnst. He nnich 
pfeforred to taOc with longshoremen, if need be, than with these scenled Imbt of the faiw.** 

SEtfenne Dumont, *'M6moires," 4a— Jfmwnr di Fnmct, Nor. i^^ 1791; It^ 11 n4 
MMch a, 179B (articles by MaDel-Dupan). 
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contemplate the wajrs of the future revolutionary inquisition; 
they welcome burlesque demmciations ; they enter into petty 
police investigations; they weigh the tittle-tattle of porters and 
the gossip of servant-girls; they devote an all-night session to 
the secrets of a drunkard.^ They enter on their official report, 
and without any disapproval, the petition of M. H\u:6, " living at 
Pont-sur-Yonne, who, over his own signature, offers one hun- 
dred francs and his arm to become a tyrannicide." Repeated 
and multiplied hurrahs and applause wiUi the felicitations of the 
president is the sanction of scandalous or ridiculous private mis- 
conduct seeking to display itself under the cover of public au- 
thority. Anacharsis Clootz, " a Mascarille officially stamped," 
who proposes a general war and who hawks about maps of Eu- 
rope cut up in advance into departments beginning with Savoy, 
Bdgium and Holland ''and thus onward to the Polar Sea," 
is thanked and given a seat on the benches of the Assembly.' 
Compliments are bestowed on the Vicar of Sainte-Marguerite 
and his wife is given a seat in the Assembly and who, introducing 
"his new family," thunders against clerical celibacy.' Mobs 
of men and women are permitted to traverse the hall shouting 

> J/tfiMJ^^vr, Dec 17 (e«iininalion at the bar of the houae of Ranch, > pretended kidnapper, 
whom they are obliged to send off aoqtiitted). Rauch tells them: " I have no money, and 
cannot find a bed at less than 6 sous, because I defile it."— JftfiwAnvr, XII. 574 (session ol 
June 4), report by ChaboL <' A peddler, belongbg to Mortagne, says that a domestic com- 
ing fiom Coblentz told him diat there was a troop about to carry off die king and poison 
him, so as to throw the odium of it on the National Assembly." Bemassais de Poitiers 
writes: " A brave dtixen told me last evening: 'I have been to see a servant-girl, living 
with a noble. She assured me that her master was going to-night to Paris, to join the jo,ooo, 
who, in about a month, meant to cut the throats of the National Assembly and set fire to 
every comer of Paris !' "—M. Gerard, a saddler at Amiens, writes to tis that '* Louis XVI. is 
to be aided in his flight by 5,000 rdajrs, and that afterwards they are gobg to fire red-hot 
bullets on the National Assembly." 

*Mercur» eU FroMce, Nov. s» X79» (session of Oct as).^/Utl., Dec. a^^^otiUettr, XII. 
19a (session of April ai, 179a).— XIL 447 (address to die French, by Ckwtz) : ** (Tod brought 
order out of primidve chaos; the French will bring order out d* feudal chaos. God is mighty, 
and manifested his will ; we are mighty, and we will manifest our wiH . . The more exten- 
sive the seat of war the sooner, and more fortunately, win the suit of plebeians against the 
nobles be -decided. . . We require enemies, . . &ivoy, Tuscany, and quickly, quickly ! " 

• ex. Mtmitnr^ XI. 19a (sitting of Jan. aa, 1793). " M. Burnet, chaplain of the nadonal 
guard, presents himself at the bar of the house with an English woman, named Ly& Kirk- 
ham, and three small chiUren, one of which is in her arms. M. Burnet announces that she 
b his wife and that the child in her arms b the frmt of their aflecdon. After referring to die 
fofoe of natmal sendments which he could not renst, the peddoner thus contmues: 'Ona 
day, I met one of those sacred questioners. Unfortunate man, said he, of ^itax are you 
gmltyt Of thb child, sir; and I have married thb woman, who b a Protestunt, and her 
efigioD has nothing to do with mine. . . Death or my wife! Such b the 07 that luuura 
Mw, and always will, inspire me with **^Ibid., XIL 369. 
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j)oliiical cries. Every sort of indecent, childish and seditious 
;:ararle is admitted to the bar of the house.^ To-day it consists 
of •* citoyennes of Paris," desirous of being drilled in military 
exercises and of having for their commandants " former French 
guardsmen ; " to-morrow children come and express their patri- 
otism with "touching simplicity," regretting that "their trem- 
bling feet do not permit them to march, no, fly against the 
tyrants;" next to these come convicts of the Chiteau - Vieux 
escorted by a vociferous crowd ; at another time the artillery- 
men of Paris, a thousand in number, with drums beating ; dele- 
gates from the provinces, the faubourgs and the clubs come 
constantly, with their furious harangues, and imperious remon- 
strances, their exactions, their threats and their summonses. — In 
the intervals of this louder racket a continuous hubbub is heard 
in the clatter of the tribunes ; * at each session " the representa- 
tives are chaffed by the spectators ; the nation in the gallery is 
judge of the nation on the floor; " it interferes in the debates, 
silences the speakers, insults the president and orders the report- 
er of a bill to quit the tribune. One interruption, or a simple 
munnur, is not all; there are twenty, thirty, fifty in an hour, 
clamourings, stamping, yells and personal abuse. After count- 
less useless entreaties, after repeated calls to order, "received 
with hootings," after a dozen " regulations that are made, revis- 
ed, countermanded and posted up" as if better to prove the 
impotence of the law, of the authorities and of the Assembly it- 
self, the usurpations of these intruders keep on increasing. They 
have shouted for ten months "Down with the civil list! 
Down with the ministerial ! Down with those curs ! Silence, 
slaves I " On the 26th of July, Brissot himself is to appear 
lukewarm and be struck on the face with two plums. "Three 
or four hundred individuals without either property, tide, or 
means of subsistence . . . have become the auxiliaries, peti- 

> The grotesque is often that of a farce. "M. Piony, in the name of poor, but vktuoui 
citizens, tenders two pairs of buckles, with this motto: *They have senred to hold vxfUnmit 
(shoe-straps) on my feet; they will serve to reduce under them, with the imimnt and c h a r acte t 
of truth, all tyrants leagued against the constitution' (MotdUur^ XII. 457, session of Ma| 
%iy--Ihid.f XIH. 349 (session of July 95). "A young cUoytnm ofiers to combat, in per 
•00, against the enemies of her country ; " and the president, with a gallant air, rq>fieftX 
** Made radier to soothe, than to combat tyianrs, you ofler, etc." 

• MemOtmr, XL 576 (sesskm of March 6) ; XII. 337, 3x4. 368 (MsdoM of April 97, May 
a, and May X4)- 
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tioners and umpires of the legislature," their paid violence com- 
pletely destroying whatever is still left of the Assembly's reasoa* 

IV. 

In an assembly thus composed and surrounded, it is easy to 
foresee on which side the balance will turn. — ^Through the m^hes 
of the electoral net which the Jacobins have spread over the 
whole country, about one hundred well-meaning individuals of 
the common run, tolerably sensible and sufficiently resolute, 
Matliieu Dumas, Dumolard, Becquet, Gorguereau, Vaublanc, 
Beugnot, Girardin, Ramond, Jaucourt, were able to pass and 
form the party of the " Right." * They resist to as great an extent 
as possible, and seem to have obtained a majority. — For, of the 
four hundred deputies who have their seats in the centre, one 
hundred and sixty-four are inscribed on the rolls with them at the 
Feuillants dub, while the rest, under the title of " Independents," 
pretend to be of no party ;^ besides, the whole of these four hun- 
dred, through monarchical traditions, respect the King ; timid and 
sensible, violence is repugnant to them ; they distrust the Jaco* 
bins, dread what is unknown, desire to be loyal to the Constitu- 
tion and to live in peace. Nevertheless the pompous dogmas of 
the revolutionary catechism still have their prestige with them ; 
they cannot comprehend how the Constitution which they like pro- 
duces the anarchy which they detest; they are "foolish enough to 
bemoan the effects while swearing to maintain their causes; totally 
deficient in spirit, in union and in boldness," they float back- 
wards and forwards between contradictory desires, while their pre- 
disposition to order merely awaits the steady impulsion of a vig- 
orous will to turn it in the opposite direction.— On such docile 
material the " Left " can work effectively. It comprises, indeed, 
but one hundred and thirty-six registered Jacobins and about a 
hundred others who, in almost all cases, vote with the party ; ^ 
rigidity of opinion, however, more than compensates for lack of 

> Mercurt de Fnmce, SepL 19, 1791, Feb. is, and Mafch 3^ S79s.— Baches ct Roux, XVI. 
Z85 (aeasum of Tuly a6, 179a). 

« •* Manoires de Mallet-Dnpwi,'' 1433 (taUeau of the tbrae paidet, with tpedal infonnadon). 

• Boches et Roux, XII. 348 (letter by the deputy Ontsoa^ preadent of the FeuiUanta Chib). 
The deputies of the LegUUtiTe Aaaembly, regifltered at the FemOanta Chib^ number 964, 
beadesa hr^e number of deputies in the Conatitueat Aaembly.—Aoooiduig to MaOet-Dupaat 
dw rM^"*^ Independents number asa 

«Theae figures an verified by dedsire halWtings (Moitiiner-Temaux, II. aos mD. 
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numbers. In the front row are Guadet, Brissot, Gensonn^, Vergni- 
aud, Ducos, and Condorcet, the future chiefs of the Girondists^ 
all of them lawyers or writers captivated by deductive politics^ 
absolute in their convictions and proud of their £uth. According 
to them principles are true and must be applied without reserva- 
tion ; ^ whoever would stop half-way is wanting in courage or in- 
telligence. As for themselves their minds aie made up to pusl* 
through. With the self-confidence of youth and of theorists they 
draw their own conclusions and hug themselves with their strong 
belief in them. " These gentiemen," says a keen observer,* 
'' professed great disdain for their predecessors, the Constituents, 
treating them as short-sighted and prejudiced people incapable 
of profiting by circumstances." " To the observations of wis- 
dom, and disinterested wisdom,' they replied with a scomfiil 
smile, indicative of the aridity proceeding fix)m self-conceit One 
exhausted himself in reminding them of events and in deducing 
causes from these ; one passed in turn ftova theory to experience 
and fix)m experience to theory to show them their identity and, 
when they condescended to reply it was to deny the best authen- 
ticated facts and contest the plainest observations by opposing to 
these a few trite maxims although eloquently expressed. Each re- 
garded the other as if they alone were worthy of being heard, each 
encouraging the other with the idea that all resistance to their 
way of looking at things was pusillanimity. " In their own eyes 
they alone are capable and they alone are patriotic Because 
they have read Rousseau and Mably, because their tongue is 
untied and their pen flowing, because they know how to handle 
the formulae of books and reason out an abstract proposition, tiiey 
fkncy that they are statesmen.* Because they have read Plu- 

> Moniitmr, XIL 393 (waiioQ of May 15, speech by Inaid): **The Contfkucnt Aswmbly 
only half dared do what it had the power to do. It has left b the fidd of Ebeity,eTen around 
the veiy roots of the yoong coiwtimtional tree, the old roots of despotisiii and of the azisto^ 
ruy. . . It has bound us to the trunk of the constitutional tree, like p owerie st victims 
given up to the rage of their enemies."— Edenne Dumont saw truly die fdncafinnel defect* 
peculiar to the party He says, a^ropot of Madamft Roland; **I found In her too much of 
that ^trustful despotism wliich bdoogs to ignorance of die world. . . What her bteOecu 
ual development, lacked was a greater knowledge of the woild and interoomse with men of 
superior judgment to her own. Roland himself had Uttle intellectual breadth, irfiik all thoae 
who fiequented her house never rose above tiie pr^|tidioes of the vulgar.** 

t'^Souvemn" (manuscript) ofM. X . 

• Madame de6t3ia,''Consid6mdoassur la RAvohidoBnancaise^"9d part, ch.ffi. Mad- 
•■M de StaS conversed with them and Judges them aoconUng to the shrewd percepdou of • 
woman of die worid. 

«lMivet»*«M«moire^''3a. «*Ibek)iiced to Ike ImU phiktaophen whoi,bcftnjlbi«iA^ 
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tarch and *■ Le Jeune Anacharsis," because they aim to construct 
a perfect society out of metaphysical conceptions, because they 
are in a ferment about the coming millenium, they imagine them 
selves so many exalted spirits. They have no doubt whatever 
on these two points even after everything has fallen in through 
their blunders, even after their obliging hands are sullied by the 
foul grasp of robbers whom they were the first to instigate, and by 
that of executioners of which they are partners in complicity.* To 
this extent is self-conceit the worst of sophists. Convinced of 
their superior enlightenment and of the purity of their sentiments, 
they put forth the theory that the government should be in their 
hands. Consequently they lay hold of it in the Legislative 
body in ways that are going to turn against them in the Conven- 
tion. They accept for allies the worst demagogues of the ex- 
treme " Left," Chabot, Couthon, Merlin, Bazi^re, Thuriot, Le- 
cointre, and outside of it, Danton, Robespierre, Marat himself, 
all the levellers and destroyers whom they think of use to them, 
but of whom they themselves are the instruments. The motions 
they make must pass at any cost and, to ensure this, they let 
loose against their adversaries the low, yelping populace which 
others, still more factious, will to-morrow let loose on them. 

1791, htncmffid the fiUe of a great nation, compelled to stop hal(-way in the career of free 
dom^*' and, on page 38— "A minister of justioe was needed. The four ministers (Roland, 
Servane, etc.) "cast their eyes on me. . . Duranthon was preferred to me. This was 
the first mistake of the republican party. It paid dear for it That mistake cost my country 
a good deal of blood and many tears." Later on, he thinks that he has the qualifications 
for ambassador to Constantinople. 

> Biuot, "M6moires" (Ed. Daufaan), pp. 31, 39. "Bom with a proud and indcf>endcnt 
vpbat which never bowed at any one's command, how could I accept the idea of a nian h^\\\^ 
hdd sacred ? With my heart and head possessed by the great beings of tlie ancient repnb- 
6cs, who are the greatest honor to the human species, I practiced their maxuns from fny 
earliest years, and notuished myself on a study of their virtues. . . The pretended urno . 
sity of a monarchy . . . could not amalgamate, in my mind, with the grand and n<>l>lc 
conceptions formed by me, of the dignity of the hmnan species. Hope deceive<l me. 11 \% 
true, but mr^ error was too glorious to aUow me to refent of it." — Self-admiration is likewi^^ 
the mental substratum of Madame Roland, Roland, P^don, Barbaroux, Lou vet, etc.. (see 
their writings). Mallet-Dupan weU says : "On reading the memoirs of Madame Roland, 
one detects the actress, rehetusing for the stage." — Roland is an administrative puppet and 
wouldrbe orator, whose wife pulls the strings. There is an odd, dull streak in him, peculiarly 
his own. For eammple, in 1787 (Guillon de Mondion, " Histoire de la Ville de Lyon, pend- 
ant la R^olution," L 58), he pro p o s e s to utilise the dead, by converting them into oil and 
phosphoric acid. In 1788, he proposes to the Villefranche Academy to inquire "whether it 
wouki not be to die pnbUc advantage to institute tribimala for trying die dead? " in imita. 
tiiHi of the Egyptians. In his report of Jan. 5, r793, he gives a plan for estabhsUag pubUc 
feKivals, " in imifafinn of the Spartans," and takes for a motto, Non omms moriat. (Uiu«a 
4i Gfawdot, "Roland et Madame Roland," 183, 185.) 
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'I'hqs, for the second time, the pretended zealots foi liberty 
attain power by boldly employing force. — ^lliey begin by sup- 
pressing the meetings of the Feuillants club. The customary riot 
IS instigated against these, whereupon ensue tumult, violent out- 
cries and scuffles ; mayor Potion complains of his position " be- 
tween opinion and law," and lets things take their course; final- 
ly, the Feuillants are obliged to evacuate their place of meeting. 
— Inside the Assembly they are abandoned to the insolence of 
the galleries. In vain do they get exasperated and protest. 
Ducastel, referring to the decree of the Constituent Assembly, 
which forbids any manifestation of approbation or disapproba- 
tion, is greeted with murmurs. He insists on the decree being 
read at the opening of each session^ and '' the murmurs begin 
again." ' " Is it not scandalous," says Vaublanc, " that the na- 
tion's representatives speaking fit)m the tribune are subject to 
hootings like those bestowed upon an actor on the stage!" 
whereupon the galleries give him three rounds more. "Will 
posterity believe," says Quatrem^re, " that acts concerning tiie 
honor, the lives, and the fortunes of citizens should be subject, 
like games in the arena, to the applause and hisses of the specta- 
tors ! " " Come to the point 1 " shout the galleries. " If ever," 
resumes Quatrem^re, " the most important of judicial acts (an 
act of capital indictment) can be exposed to this scandalous pros- 
titution of applause and menaces. . . ." "The murmurs 
break out afiresh." — Every time that a sanguinary or incendiary 
measiu^ is to be carried, the most furious and prolonged clamor 
stops the utterance of its opponents : " Down with the speaker I 
Send the reporter of that bill to the Abbaye I Down I Do v. n f " 
Sometimes only about twenty of the deputies will applaud or 
hoot with the galleries, and then it is tiie entire Assembly which 
is insulted. Fists are thrust in the president's face. All that 
now remains is " to call down the galleries on the floor to pass 

I Monittnr, XL 61 (MMioa of Jan. 7f 1798).— /M£, M4 (Jan. S5) X aSi (Febw i) : 3x0 (Feb. 
4) ; 318 (Feb. 6) ; 343 (Feb. 9) ; 487 (Feb. a6) — XII. » (April a). Reports of all die Manoaf 
must be read to appreciate die force of the pressure. See, espedaOy, the sassions of April 9 
and s6^ May 15 and 99, June 8. 9, xs, 04, and as, July i. a, 5, 9, xx, 17, x8, and ax, and, 
after this date, aO the sesaions.~Laaetene, "Bix Ans d'Epreuves," p. 78-4IX. ''The Legis- 
ativc Assembly lerred under the Jacobin (Hub while keeping up a coanterfeit air of ind» 
pgndmiy The progress which fear had made in the Frendi chancier was very great, at a 
time when everything was pitched in the haughtiest key. . . ThanM||ority,aairaaiMa» 
tloKfOk WM for die oonaenrattTes; the actual B^iortty was tor tbanpaUioMii.'* . 

jOOgle 
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decrees,'' which proposition is ironically made by one of the 
" Right." > 

Great, however, as this usurpation may be, the minority, in 
iMxier to suppress the majority, accommodate themselves to it, 
the Jacobins in the chamber making common cause with the 
Jacobins in the galleries. The disturbers should not be put out ; 
"it would be excluding from our deliberations," says Grange- 
neuve, " that which belongs essentially to the people." On one 
of the deputies demanding measures to enforce silence, "Tom6 
demands that the proposition be referred to the Portugal inquisi- 
tion." Choudieu "declares that it can only emanate from depu- 
ties who forget that respect which is due to the people, their 
sovereign judge." * "The action of the galleries," says Lecointe- 
Puyraiveaux, "is an outburst of patriotism.'' Finally, this same 
Choudieu, twisting and turning all rights about with incomparable 
audacity, wishes to confer legislative privileges on the audience, 
and demands a decree against the deputies who, guilty of popu- 
lar Ihe-majest^^ presume to complain of those who insult them. 
—Another piece of oppressive machinery, still more energetic, 
<^)erates outside on the approaches to the Assembly. Like theii 
predecessors of the Constituent Assembly, the members of the 
"Right" "cannot leave the building wiUiout encountering the 
threats and imprecations of enraged crowds. Cries of ' to the 
lantern ! * greet the ears of Dumolard, Vaublanc, Raucotu-d, and 
Lacretelle as often as those of the Abb^ Maury and Mont 
losier."' After having apostrophised the president, Mathieu 
Dumas, they insult his wife who has been recognised in a re- 
served gallery.* In the Tuileries, crowds are always standing 
there listening to the brawlers who denounce suspected deputies 
by name, and woe to any among them who takes that path on 
Us way to the chamber! A broadside of insults greets him 
as he passes along. If the deputy happens to be a farmer, 
they exclaim : " Look at that queer old aristocrat — an old peasant 
dog that used to watch cowsl" One day Hua, on going up 

^MemHtmr, XIII. ata, learian of July as. 

•jr#fd»rwr, XIL aa, aeuioo of April a.— Mortuner-Tcrnatu, IL g^^Af^m'Uur, XIIL 
aaa^ apirinn of July aa. 

• Ucretdle, ''Due Anad'Eprenves," 80 

« Mathieu Dumas, ** M^moiros," II. 88 (Feb. 73).~Hiia, ** M«inoir«s d*iu) Avocat au Par. 
Hament de Paris," 106, lai, 134, 154. Mantteur, XIII. aia (aeasimi of July ai), speech liy 
M. ..—.V '*The avenuca to this building are daily beset with a hotde of people who insult 
Uk ii^^raMttlBims of tba QB^koQ." 
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the steps of the Tuileries terrace, is siezed by the hair by an old 
vixen who bids him "Bow your head to your sovereigns, the 

people, you of a deputy 1 " On the 20th of June one 

of the patriots, who is crossing the Assembly room, whimpers in 
his ear, " You scamp of a deputy, you*ll never die but by my 
hand ! " Another time, having defended the juge-de-paix Lari- 
vi^re, there awaits him at the door, in the middle of the nighty 
"a set of blackguards, who crowd around him and thrust their 
fists and cudgels in his face ; " happily, his friends Dumas and 
Daverhoult, two military officers, foreseeing the danger, present 
their pistols and set him free "although with some difficulty." — 
As the loth of August draws near there is more open aggression. 
Vaublanc, for having defended Lafayette, just misses being cut to 
pieces three times on leaving the Assembly ; sixty of the depu- 
ties are treated in the same fashion, being struck, covered with 
mud, and threatened with death if they dare go back.*^ — ^With 
such allies a minority is very strong. Thanks to its two agencies 
of constraint it will detach the votes it needs from the majority 
and, either through terror or craft, secure the passage of all the 
decrees it needs. 

VI. 

Sometimes it succeeds surrepjdtiously by rushing them through. 
As ^ there is no order of the day circulated beforehand, and, in 
any event, none which anybody is obliged to adhere to," ' the 
Assembly is captured by surprise. "The first knave amongst 
the 'Left,' (which expression, says Hua, I do not strike out, 
because there were many among those gentlemen), brought up 
a ready-made resolution, prepared the evening before by a 
clique. We were not prepared for it and demanded that it 
should be referred to a committee. Instead of doing this, how- 
ever, the resolution was declared lu-gent, and, whether we would 
or not, discussion had to take place forthwiUi."' — "There were 

> De Vaubbukc, " Mdmoires," •i/^—Momimrt XIIL 368 (letters and speechet of dqmtieai 
■rwion of Aug. 9). 

'Hua, xx^^IHd., 9a 3 out of 4 deputies of Sebe-etpQiae were JacoUna. "We aai 
oooe a week to talk over the affidn of the depaxtmenL We were obUged lo drire out die 
vagabondi who, even at the table, talked of nothing but killing." 

* Mcmieur, XJI. 70a. Fw example, on the 19th of June, 1793, on a motfen imexpecledly 
pvopoaed by Coodoroet, diat the deportments be authorised lo bum al tillea (to oofaflily) 
found IB the vaiiona depots.— Adopted at oocc^ and Mnanimmaly. 
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Other tactics equaDy perfidious, which Thuriot, especially, made 
use ofl This great rogue got up and proposed, not the draft of 
a law, but what he called a principle ; for instance, a decree 
should be passed confiscating the property of the imigris^ . . 
or that unsworn priests should be subject to special oversight 
... In reply, he was told that in his principle was found the 
essence of the law, the whole law ; let debate go on and the 
question be referred to a committee to make a report on it. — Not 
at all — the matter is urgent ; the committee may fix the artiaes as 
it pleases; they are worthless if the principle is not common sense." 
Through this expeditious method discussion is stifled. The Jac- 
obins purposely prevent the Assembly from giving the matter any 
consideration. They coimt on its bewilderment In the name 
of reason, they discard reason as far as they can, and hasten a 
vote because their decrees do not support examination. — ^At 
other times, and especially on grand occasions, they compel a 
vote. In general, votes are taken sitting or standing, and, for 
the four himdred deputies of the '' Centre,'' subject to the scold- 
ing of the exasperated galleries, it is a tolerably hard triaL '' Part 
of them do not arise, or they rise with the 'Left';"^ if the 
"Right" happens to have a majority, "this is contested in bad 
foith and a call of the house is demanded." Now, "the calls 
of the house, through an intolerable abuse, are always publish- 
ed, the Jacobins declaring that it is well for the people to know 
their Mends from their enemies." The meaning of this is 
that the list of the opposition will soon answer as a list of the 
proscribed, on which the timid are not disposed to inscribe them- 
selves; the result is an immediate defection in the heavy battal- 
ion of the "Centre"; "this is a positive fact," sa3rs Hua, "of 
which we were all witnesses ; we always lost a hundred votes on 
the call of the house." — ^Towards the end they give up, and 
protest no more, except by staying away; on the 14th of June, 
on the whole system of feudal credit being abolished without 
indemnity, "no part of the house was occupied except the 
extreme left; the rest of it was empty"; out of 497 deputies 
I^esenty 200 left the room.* Encouraged for a moment by the 
q^)eaiance of some possible protection, they twice exonerate 

I Hoa. 114. 

• Jfiw^flnwr, XIL 664.— Jf^fvwnr dt Frame; Jum aa, i79«. 
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General Lafayette, behind whom they see an army,^ and brave 
the despots of the Assembly, the dubs, and the streets. But, 
for lack of a military chief and vantage ground, the visible 
majority is twice obliged to yield, to keep sQent, and fly or retreat 
tmder the dictation of the victorious faction, which has strained 
and forced the legislative machine until it has become disjointed 
and broken down. 

I Hua, x4i.^Madiint Diiaui% IL 399. "ItltranuakabktfaatLBfoad-LBdOatfOaeol'oif 
traadest friend^ WM dectad pnddMftoiitlie asdof Juljr* 1798. Tbit ihows that the nuu 
foritjofdieAaaiiblyvMilfllaoand: bol it «m oolj faraoi^ aboat by a «r»W wtfr fai die 

justice and of propriety, coold not face the danger which sarrounded them in the 
threat! of the factions when they were called upon to rote by rising or sitting." 
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PdBqr of the Assembly.— L State of France at the end of 1791.— Poorer* 
tetsncss of the Lew.— IL The Assembly hostfle to the oppressed and 
flooring oppressors.- Decrees against the nobles and clergy. — Amnesty 
tor deserters, conTlcts, and bandits.-»Anarchical and levelling maxinis. — 
IIL War.^Disposition of foreign powers. — ^The King's dislikes. — Provo- 
catioiis of the Girondists.-»Date and causes of the mptnre. — IV. Secret 
mothres of the leaders.— Their control compromised by peace.— Discontent 
of the ridi and coltivated class. — Formation and increase of the party of 
order.— The King and this party reconciled. — V. Effect of the war on the 
commonalty.— Its alarm and its ragt. — ^The second revolutionary ontbnrtt 
and its characteristics. — ^Alliance of t..w Girondists with the populace. — ^The 
red cap and pikes. — Universal substitution of government by force for gov- 
t by 'aw. 



If the deputies who, on the ist of Octooer, 1791, 90 solemnly 
and enthusiastically swore to the Constitution, had been willing 
to open their eyes, they would have seen this Constitution con- 
stantly violated, both m its letter and spirit, over the entire 
territory. As usual, and through the vanity of authorship, M. 
Thouret, the last president of the Constituent Assembly, had, 
in his final report, hidden disagreeable truth underneath pomp- 
ous and delusive phrases; but it was only necessary to look 
over the monthly record to see whether, as guaranteed by him, 
"the decrees were faithfully executed in all parts of the empire.** 
— "Where is this faithful execution to be found?" inquires 
Mallet-Dupan.' "Is it at Toulon, in the midst of the dead and 
wounded, shot in the very face of the amazed municipality and 
Directory? Is it at Marseilles, where two private individuals 
are knocked down and massacred as aristocrats," under the pre- 
text "that they sold to children poisoned sugar- plums with which 



^Mtrcurtd* WfmmM, Sept •4, I79i.-Ct Itaport of ILAIqukr (sesikm of S«pl. 9^ 
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to begin a counter-revolution?" Is it at Aries, ''against which 
4,000 men from Marseilles, despatched by the club, are at this 
moment marching?" Is it at Bayeux, "where the sieur Fauchet 
against whom a warrant for arrest is out, besides being under 
the ban of political disability, has just been elected deputy to the 
Legislative Assembly ? " Is it at Blois, " where the commandant, 
doomed to death for having tried to execute these decrees, is 
forced to send away a loyal regiment and submit to licentious 
troops?" Is it at Nismes, "where the Dauphiny regiment, on 
lesCving the town by the Minister's orders, is ordered by the peo- 
ple" and the club "to disobey the Minister and remain ?" Is it 
in those regiments whose officers, with pistols at their breasts, are 
obliged to leave and give place to amateurs? Is it at Toulouse, 
"where, at the end of August, the administrative authorities 
order all unsworn priests to leave the town m three days, and 
withdraw to a distance of four leagues ? " Is it in the outskirts 
of Toulouse, " where, on the 28th of August, a municipal officer 
is hung at a street-lamp after an affiay with guns?" Is it at 
Paris, where, on the 25th of September, the Irish college, vainly 
protected by an international treaty, has just been assailed by the 
populace ; where Catholics, listening to the orthodox mass, are 
driven out and dragged to the auUiorised mass in the vicinity; 
where one woman is torn from the confessional, and another 
flogged with all their might? ' 

These troubles, it is said, are transient; on the Constitution 
being proclaimed, order will return of itsd£ Very well, the 
Constitution is voted, accepted by the King, proclaimed, and 
entrusted to the Legislative Assembly. Let the Legislative 
Assembly consider what is done in the first few weeks. In the 
eight departments that surround Paris, there are riots on every 
market-day ; farms are invaded and the cultivators of the soil 
are ransomed by bands of vagabonds; the mayor of Melun is 
riddled with balls and dragged out from the hands of the popu- 

> Mtrcutt d» Frttmett Oct 15, 179a (the treaty with Engfand was dated Sept 96, 1786).— 
/M£, Letter of M. Wabh, superior of the Irish college, to the munidpaKty of Paxis. Thoaa 
who use the whips, oome out of a neighboring grog-shop. The comimasary of police, who 
■rives with die Naliooal Guard» "addresses the people, and promises than satssfikctaoa,** 
requirbg M. Walsh to dismisi all who are in the chapd, without watting for the end of tht 
mass. M. Walsh reftrs to the kw and to treabes. The commissary replies that he kaowa 
nothing about treaties, while the commandant of -the national guard says to dioae who «% 
lasviof the chapel, *' In the name of Justice, I order you to follow ms tr the church of Saki 
Biknw,wfaeTOlgb«y«ouptotlie people." 
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lace streaming with blood.* At Belfort, a riot for the purpose of 
retaining a convoy of coin, and the commissioner of the Upper- 
Rhine in danger of death ; at Bouxvillers, owners of property 
attacked by poor National Guards, and by the soldiers of Salm- 
Salm, houses broken into and cellars pillaged ; at Mirecourt, a 
mob of women beating drums, and, for three days, holding the 
Hotel-de-Ville in a state of siege. — One day Rochefort is in a 
state of insurrection, a^d the workmen of the harbor compel the 
municipality to unfurl the red flag.* On the following day, it is 
Lille, the people of which, "unwilling to exchange its money 
and assignats for paper-rags, called billets de confiancey gather 
into mobs and threaten, while a whole garrison is necessary to 
prevent an explosion." On the i6th of October, it is Avignon 
in the power of bandits, with the abominable butchery of the 
Glaci^re. On the 5th of November, at Caen, there are eighty- 
two gentlemen, townsmen and artisans, knocked down and 
dragged to prison, for having offered their services to the munici- 
pality as special constables. On the 14th of November, at 
Montpellier, the roughs triumph; eight men and women are 
killed in the streets or in their houses, and all conservatives are 
disarmed or put to flight. By the end of October, it is a 
gigantic column of smoke and flame shooting upward suddenly 
from week to week and spreading everywhere, growing, on the 
other side of the Atlantic, into civil war in St. Domingo, where 
wild beasts are let loose against their keepers; 50,000 blacks 
take the field, and, at the outset, 1,000 whites are assassinated, 
15,000 negroes slain, 200 sugar-mills destroyed and damage 
done to the amount of 600,000,000; "a colony of itself alone 
worth ten provinces, is almost annihilated." ^ At Paris, Con- 
dorcet is busy writing in his journal that "this news is not 
reliable, there being no object in it but to create a French empire 
beyond the seas for the King, where there will be masters and 

1 «<Tlie French Rcvolution," VoL I. pp. a6x, 263.— '* Archivet Nationales," F», 3,185 and 
^x86 (muDcroiift docmnents on the rural disturbanoes in Aisne).— JfcncMfV dt FroMct, Nor. 
9 and a6, Dec. 10, xTgi.^MomUur^ X. 4*6 (Nov. aa, 1791). 

^M»mU9$r, X. 449, Nov. 33, Z791. (Official report of the crew of the EmbuscoiUt daltd 
Stpt 30). The captain, M. d'Orl^ans, stationed at the Windward Islands, is obliged to 
Ktnra to Rochefort and is detained there on board his ship : " Considering the uncertainty of 
Ut TiiwatTn, and the fear of being ordered to use the same hostilities against brethren for whick 
be is already denounced in every club m the kingdom, the crew has forced the captiin tm 
Mtnni to Ffaace. 

'ifimnnrv dt FramOt Dec. 17, address of the colonists to dia Idng. 
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slaves." A coq)oral of the Paris National Guard, on his own 
authority, orders die King to remain indoors, fearing that he may 
escape, and forbids a sentinel to let him go out after nine o'clock 
in the evening ; * at the Tuiieries, stump-speakers in the open air 
denounce aristocrats and priests ; at the Palais-Royal, tho^ is a 
pandemonium of public lust and incendiary speeches.' There 
are centres of riot in all quarters, "as many robberies as there 
are quarter-hoiurs, and no robbers punished ; no police ; over- 
crowded courts ; mere delinquents than there are prisons to hold 
them ; nearly all the private mansions closed ; the annual con- 
sumption in the ^ubourg St. Germain alone diminished by 
250,000,000; 20,000 thieves, with branded hacks, idling away 
time in houses of bad repute, at the theatres, in the Palais-Royal, 
at the National Assembly, and in the coffee-houses ; thousands 
of beggars infesting the streets, cross- ways, and public squares ; 
everywhere an image of the deepest and least affecting poverty, 
because it is accompanied with insolence ; swarms of the tattered 
vendors of all sorts of paper-money, issued by anybody that 
chose to put it in circulation, cut up into bits, sold, given, and 
coming back in rags, fouler than the miserable creatures who 
deal in it"' Out of 700,000 inhabitants there are 100,000 of 
the poor, of which 60,000 have flocked in from the departments; * 
among them are 30,000 needy mechanics belonging to the 
national workshops, discharged and sent home in the preceding 
month of June, but who, returning three months later, are again 
swallowed up in the great sink of vagabondage, hurling their 
floating mass against the crazy edifice of public authority and 
furnishing the forces of sedition. — At Paris, and in the provinces, 
disobedience exists throughout the hierarchy. Directories coun- 
termand ministerial orders. Here, municipalities brave the com- 
mands of their Directory ; there, communities order around their 

• JtfMMrwr, XIILsoa Repm <tf SwtteieAu, July ao^ on the alEdr of Coipond I ebrein 
(Nofr. 11, X791). 

* Saint Hurage is fine tenor. 7itfi!Mr makes her appemnos in the Pafaua-Royal about th* 
■iddle of 179X. They exhibit two pretended savages diere, who^ before a paying •■HlfmHi.^ 
revive the customs of Otabeite. <"Souvenirs"of M. X-— w) 

^Mtfturt d€ Fnmee, Nov. 5, x79x.~Buchez et Roox, XII. 338. Report by PiliQa, 
mayor, Dec. 9, 1791. "Eveiy branch of the police is In a state of oompleie neglect The 
streets are dirty» and full of riibfaish ; robbery, and cria<cs jf every kind, are increasiDg in a 
fiightful degree." " Correspondance deM.de StsA** (manuscript), Jan. 99, «79a. "At 
the poUoe Is almost worthless, ftoedom from punishment, added to poverty, brings o» Mb 



•Jfajawsr, XL SI? (m i lii i cf Feb. sg^ lyge). Speeches by LacCpads «nd Mobi 
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mayor with a drawn sword. Elsewhere, soldiers and sailois put 
their officers under arrest. The accused insult the judge on the 
bench and force him to cancel his verdict ; mobs tax or plunder 
wheat in the market ; National Guards prevent its distribution^ 
or seize it in the storehouses. There is no security for property, 
lives, or consciences. The majority of Frenchmen are deprived 
of their right to worship in their own faith, and of voting at the 
elections. There is no safety, day or night, for the 61ite of the 
nation, for ecclesiastics and the gentry, for army and navy 
(^cers, for rich merchants and large landed proprietors; no 
protection in the courts, no income from public funds; denun« 
da^ons abound, expulsions, banishments to the interior, attacks 
on private houses; there is no right of free assemblage, even to 
enforce the law under the orders of legal authorities.^ Opposed 
to this, and in contrast with it, is the privilege and immunity of 
a sect formed into a political corporation, '^ which extends its 
filiations over the whole kingdom, and even abroad; which has 
its own treasury, its committees, and its by-laws ; which rules 
the government, which judges justice,"' and which, from the 
ciq>ital to the hamlet, usurps or directs the administration. 
Liberty, equality, and the majesty of the law exist nowhere, 
except in words. Of the three thousand decrees given birth to 
by the Constituent Assembly, the most lauded, those the best 
set off by a philosophic baptism, form a mass of stiUbom abor- 
tions of which France is the bur]ring-ground. That which 
really subsists underneath the ^dse appearances of right, pro- 
claimed and sworn to over and over again, is, on the one hand, 
an oppression of the upper and cultivated classes, from which 
an the rights of man are withdrawn, and, on the other hand, the 
tjrranny of the fimatical and brutal rabble which assumes to itself 
sJl the rights of soverdgnty. 

11. 

Against this overthrow and this disgrace the honest men of 

ne Assembly protest in vain. Led by and forced to do what 

tfie Jacobins pleased, it revises the law only to overwhelm the 

'Tifrttr"^, "Dix mm d'E^rMtTM." *'I know no mora <&iDal and ifinrnfighmipcci 
Abb the iaternJ between the depertsre of the National Assembly, on the loch ol Angwi 
eoMammated b]r that of September 3 ** 

^MertmnJtP^rmmct, Sept 3, 1791, article by MaUetJ>upaa. 
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oppressed and to sanction their oppressors. — Without making any 
distinction between armed assemblages at Coblentz, which it had 
a right to punish, and fugitives, three times as numerous, old men, 
women and children, so many indifferent and inoffensive people, 
not merely nobles but plebians,^ who left the soil only to escape 
popular outrages^ it confiscates the property of all emigrants and 
orders this to be sold.* Through the new restriction of the pass- 
porty those who remain are tied to their domiciles, their power of 
going and coming, even in the interior, being subject to the 
decision of each Jacobin municipality.' It completes their ruin 
rby depriving them without indenmity of all income from their 
real estate, of all the seignorial rights which the Constituent 
Assembly had declared to be legitimate.^ It abolishes, as far 
as it can, their history and their past, by burning in the public 
d£p6ts their genealogical titles.* To all unsworn ecclesiastics, 
to two-thirds of the French clergy, it withholds bread, the small 
pension allowed them for food, which is the ransom of their con- 
fiscated possessions;* it declares them '^ suspected of revolt 
against the law and of bad intentions against the country; " it 
subjects them to special oversight ; it authorises their expulsion 
without trial by local rulers in case of disturbances ; it decrees 
that in such cases they shall be sentenced to transportation.^ It 

1 M<mittHr, XI. 3x7 (leadon of F^ 6» 1793). Speech by M. Cahier, a mimsteK. •* Mnqr 
of the emigrants Mong to the da» finrmeriy called the Third-Eatate. No feaaoo ht eoi* 
grating, on iteir paxt^ can be supposed bat that of raUgioiis anxieties." 

•Decrer jfNoT. 9»x79z. The fint decree seems to be aimed only at the annedgathedagV 
on the frojitier. We aee, however, by die debates, that it a£EecU all emigrants. The decrees 
of Feb. 9 and March 30^ 1799, bear upon all, without ej roq xi on . — "Conespondance de Wac^ 
beau et du Comte de b Marck," III. 964 (letter by M. PeUenc, Nov. xa, Z79X). "Th* 
decree (against the emigrants) was prepared in coaomittee; it was expected tliat dis eoi* 
giants would return, but there was fear of ttieoL It was feared that the noble% aaeodatod 
with the unswoni priests in the rural distiiols, might add strength to a troublesome icsiitBDOiL 
The dterttt as it wms ^attid, tttmgd U U ike mm/ tuitahk fir ktt^ing ike imigrmmtt 
Uymd ik» /r0tUkrt:' 

• Decree of Fd>. z, xr^—Mmdttnr^ XL 4za (session of Feb. X7). Speech by Gonpillii 
"Sboe the decree of the National Assembly on paa ipoi u, emigrations have redoubled.** 
People evidendy escaped from Fimnoe as from a prison. 

•Decr e e s of June x8 and August 85. 

■ Decree of June 19.— JfMwfowr, XIIL 33X. "In execution of the law . . . there will W 
burnt, on Tuesday, August 7, on the Place VendAme, at a o'clock: xsC, 600^ more or leai^ «f 
files of papen, fonning the last of genealogical collecdons, titles and prooft of nobiBty; a^ 
about aoo files, fonning part of a woric composed of 963 volumes^ on the Onfer of the Ho^ 



•Decree of Nor. 99, Z79X. (This decree is not b Duvei^iei^s collectlon.) Mmlkm^ 
tXL 59^ a47 (sessions of April 5 and 98, X799). 
* At the JaooUa Chibb Legendre propoaes a much more OJip edlt l o M S msMnre for gflOiig 
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supp re sses ''all secular congregations of men and women 
ecclesiastic or laic, even those wholly devoted to hospital service 
and the relief of the sick," even those which give primaiy 
instruction and whose abolition '' will take away from 600,000 
children the means of learning to read and write." ^ It lays 
injunctions on their dress; it places episcopal palaces in the 
maiket for sale, also the buildings still occupied by monks and 
nuns.' It welcomes with rounds of applause a married priest 
who introduces his wife to the Assembly. — ^Not only is the As- 
sembly destructive but it is insulting; the authors of each decree 
passed by it add to its thunderbolt the rattling hail of their own 
abuse and slander. ** Children," says a deputy, " have the poi- 
son of aristocracy and fSmatidsm injected into them by the con- 
gregations." ' '' Purge the rural districts of the vermin which ii 
devouring them I" — ^** Everybody knows," says Isnard, "that 
the priest is as cowardly as he is vindictive. . . Let these 
pestiferous fellows be sent back to Roman and Italian lazaret- 
tos. . . What religion is that which, in its nature, is unsocial 
and rebellious in principle ? " — ^Whether unsworn, whether emi- 
grants actually or in feeling, " large proprietors, rich merchants, 
gdse conservatives,"^ all are outspoken conspirators or conceal- 
ed enemies. All public disasters are imputed to them. " The 
cause of the troubles," says Brissot,* " which lay waste the colonies, 
is the infernal vanity of the whites who have three times violat- 
ed an engagement which they have three times sworn to main- 
tain." Scarcity of work and short crops are accounted for 
through their cunning malevolence. " A large number of rich 
men," says Fran9ois de Nantes,* " allow their property to run 
down and their fields to lie fallow, so as to enjoy seeing *the 
suffering of the people." France is divided into two parties, on 

rid of the priests. '* At Brest, he says, boats are found which are called Marig-Sah^, so 
ooDslnictBd diat, on being loaded with dirt, they go out of die haxbor themselves. Let us 
\n% a sinubor airangement for priests; but, instead of sendfaig diem out of the harbor, let at 
Mad Aem out to sea, and, if necessary, let them go down." <" Jouraal de Amis de k Cob 
ritminn,'* number 194, May 15, 1793.) 

I ifMnfinvr, XIL 560 (decree of June 3). 

'Decreet cf July 19 and Aug. 4, completed by those of Aug. s6 and 19. 

*3f0t$i»t$tr, XIL 59. 61 (session of April 3); X. 374 (session of Nor. t^; XL 930 (/teadm 
ef April 86).— The last s e nt en ce quoted was uttered by Fran^ob de Nantea. 

^MamUntr, XI. 43 (session of Jan. 5, speech by Isnard). 

•Mamitemr, XL 356 (session of Feb. xo). 

• JfM/i^wr, XL 830 (iMsioa of April fl6} 
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the one hand, the aristocracy to whidi is attributed every vice, 
and, on the other hand, the people on whom is conferred every 
virtue. "The defence of hberty," says Lamarque,' **is basely 
abandoned every day by the rich and by the former nobility, 
who put on the mask of patriotism only to cheat us. It is not in 
this dass, but only in that of citizens who are disdainfully called 
the people, that we find pure beings, those ardent souls really 
worthy of liberty." — One step more and everything will be per- 
mitted to the virtuous against the wicked ; if misfortune befisdls 
the aristocrats so much the worse for them. Those officers 
who are stoned, M. de la Jaille and others, "wouldn't they do 
better not to deserve bemg sacrificed to popular fury ? "* Isnard 
exclaims in the tribune, " it is the long-continued immunity en- 
joyed by criminals which has rendered the people executioners. 
Yes, an angry people, like an angry God, is only too often the 
terrible supplement of silent laws.*" — In other words crimes are 
justified and assassinations still provoked against those who have 
been assassinated for the past two yeais. 

> Mmdintr (sesiaoB of June m). 

*Tlie wocds of Brinoc {Pmhrieit FraMfmia)^ nombw 887.— Lettar addiened Jan. 5 to dM 
dub of Brest, by Menn. Cavafier and Malatrii, dqwties to the National Assembly. *' Aa 
to die nuttier of the t^Srifr IjtiaiD^ aldumgfa we take an interest in him, duuanantaristocnt 
ilsauiiJi what he got . . We shall have no rsat until all these tnitoa, these pcijui c is , 
whom we have spared so kmg, shall be extenninated** {Mnturt di Frmict, Feb. 4).— This 
Jaille aflab is one of the most instnietiTe, and die best suppuit ed by documents {Mtmtrw dg 
Ft mm ett Dec. 10 and 17).— "Archives Natiooales," F', 3,ais, ofidal report of the district 
admimstratony and of the municipal officers of Brest, Nov. 87, X79Z.— Letter by M. de 
Marigny, comndssary fa die navy, at Brest, Nov. s8.^Letters by M. de la Jaille, etc^M. 
de la Jaflfe, sent to Brest to take command of the Dt$gt^Trmim, arrives there Nov. 97. 
While at dinner, twenty perMos enter the room, and annouttoe to him, *' in die name of many 
ethers," that his presence in Brest is causing trouble, that he must leave, and that *' he will 
■ot be allowed to take command of a vessel.'* He rq)lies, that he will leave the town, as 
soon as he has finishrd his dinner. Another deputation follows, more numerous than tha 
first one, and insists on his leaving at once; and diey act as his escort. He submits, b 000- 
dttcted to the dty gates, and diere die escort leaves him. A mob attacks him, and '* his 
body is covered with contunons.*' He is rescued, with great difficulty, by six brave feCowa^ 
of whom one is a poikpdealer, sent to bleed him 00 the spot " This insurrection b due to an 
extra meeting of ' The Friends <^ the Constitution,' held the evening before in the theatre, to 
which the pubHc were invited." SL de la Jaille, it must be stated, b not a proud aristocrat, 
but a sensihift man, in the sQrle of Florian's and Berquin's heroes. But just pounded to a 
ieUy, he writes to die president of the ** Friends of the Constitutioo," that, "could he have 
ilown into die boeom of the dub, he would have gladly done so, to convey to it hb gnuefiil 
feelings. He had accepted hb command only at die soUdtadon of the Americans in Paris, 
and of die six commi ss ione rs reoendy arrived from St Dominga"— J/ipmKnr d* Framct, 
April 14, article by MaUet-Dupan. ** I have asked in vain for the vengeance of die law 
against the assassins of M.de la JdOe. The names of the authors of thb assault in full day- 
K^it, to whidi thousands can bear witness, are known to everybody in Brest Proceedings 
have been ordered and begun, but the execution of the orden u suspended. More poteni 
than the law, the mart ^ww afrvr, protectors of assassins, finghton or pandyaa ila 1 
^ ■JAmrvdtr/hMsaf^Wofr. sa (Marion of Oet 51* t]9ll> ^ t 
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By a forced conclusion, if the victims are criminals, their ex- 
ecutioners are honest, and the Assembly, which rigorously pio- 
ceeds against the former, reserves aH its indulgence for the latter. 
It reinstates the numberless deserters who abandoned their flags 
previous to the ist of January, 1789 ; * it allows them three sous 
per league mileage, and brings them back to their homes or to 
their regiments to become, along with their brethren whose 
desertion is more recent, either leaders or recruits for the mobs. 
It releases from the galleys the forty Swiss guards of Chateau 
roux whom their own cantons desired to have kept ther^i; it 
permits these "mart3n:s to Liberty " to promenade the streets of 
Paris in a triumphal car;* it admits them to the bar of the 
house, and, taking a formal vote on it, extends to them the 
honors of the session.^ Finally, as if it were their special busi- 
ness to let loose on the public the most ferocious and foulest of 
the rabble, it amnesties Jourdan, MainvieQe, Duprat, and Raphel, 
fugitive convicts, jail-birds, the candotHeri of all lands assuming 
the title of ''the brave brigands of Avignon," and who, for 
eighteen months, have pillaged and plundered the Comtat; it 
stops the trial, almost over, of the Glad^ butchers ; it tolerates 
the return of these as victors,^ and their installation by their own 
act in the places of the fugitive magistrates, allowing Avignon 
to be treated as a conquered city, and, henceforth, to become 
their prey and their booty. This is a willful restoration of the 
vermin to the social body, and, in this feverish body, nothing is 
overlooked that will increase the fever. The most anarchical and 
deleterious maxims emanate, like miasma, from the Assembly 
benches. The reduction of things to an absolute level is adopted 
as a principle; "equality of rights," says Lamarque,* "is to be 
maintained only by tending steadily to an equality of fortunes ; " 
this theory is practically applied on all sides since the proletariat is 
pillaging all who own property. — " Let the communal possessions 
be partitioned among the citizens of the siurounding villages," 
says Frangois de Nantes, "in an inverse ratio to their fortunes, 
and let him who has the least inheritance take the largest share 

iDacreeofFcbw b, and othen Hk« i^ « tbt defirils n» fv instanoe, dut of Feb. 7. 

> ApffO 9, at the Jacobin Chib, Vcfgidaiad, i3m pnskiaii; w l comaa and complamenti th« 
coBvicts of Chateau-vieux. 

'Mottimer.Teraauz, book f. vol. I. (eapodally the session of April 15). 

^MtmiUur, XII. 335.— Decree of March 90 (the tnurophal entry of JoimUn and bi& assu 
ciMt belongs to the next month). 

■AfMSfAnwr, XII. 730 (session of June S3>. 
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in the divisions.** ^ Conceive the effect of this motion read at 
evening to peasants who are at this very moment claiming their 
seignior's forest for their commune. M. Corneille prohibits any 
tax to be levied for the public treasury on the wages of manual 
labor, because nature, and not society, gives us the "right to 
live.*** On the other hand, he confers on the public treasury 
the right of taking the whole of an income, because it is society, 
and not nature, which institutes public funds \ hence, according 
to him, the poor majority must be relieved of all taxation, and 
all taxes must fall on the rich minority. The system is well- 
timed and the argument apt for convincmg indigent or strait- 
ened tax-payers, namely, the refractory majority, that its taxes are 
just, and that it should not refuse to be taxed. — ^'^ Under the 
reign of liberty,'* says President Daverhoult,' " the people have 
die right to insist not merely on subsistence, but again on plenty 
and happiness." Accordingly, being in a state of poverty they 
have been betrayed. — " Elevated to the height achieved by the 
French people," says another president, "it looks down upon the 
tempests under its feet." * The tempest is at hand and bursts 
over its head. War, like a black cloud, rises above the horizon, 
overspreads the sky, thunders and wraps France filled with ex- 
plosive materials in a circle of lightning, and it is the Assembly 
which, through the greatest of its mistakes, draws down the bolt 
on the nation's head. 

III. 

It might have been turned aside with a little prudence. Two 
prindpsd grievances were alleged, one by France and the other 
by the Empire. — On the one hand, and very justly, France com- 
plained of the gathering of hnigris^ which the Emperor and 
Electors tolerated against it on the frontier. In the first place, 
however, a few thousands of gentlemen, without troops or stores, 
and nearly without money,* need not excite much fear, and, 

■ M0HiUmr, VII. 230 (session of April xa). 

^Momitmr, XII. 6 (session of March 31). 

■Ifndltearr, 193 (session of Jan. 14}. 

« MfTCurt de France, Dec 33 (session of Dec. 93), p. 98. 

*M0mUiur, X. 178 (session of Oct 20, 1791). Infonnadon supplied by the deputies of 
the Upper and Lower Rhine departments.— M. Koch says: "An army of imigHt never 
existed, unless it be a petty gathering, which took place at Ettenhdm, a few leagues fivoi 
Strasbourg. . (TUs troop) encamped in tents, but only because it lacked boixacks and 
"—If. , deputy of the Lower iUxiue, says : " Fhia army at Ettenheim Is composed 
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besides this, long before the decisive hour came these troops were 
dispersed, at once by the Emperor in his own dominions, and, 
fifteen days afterwards, by the Elector of Treves in his electorate.* 
—On the other hand, according to treaties, the German princes, 
who owned estates in Alsace, made claims for the feudal rights 
abolished on their French possessions and the Diet forbade them 
to accept the offered indemnity. But, as far as the Diet is con- 
cerned, nothing was easier nor more customary than to let 
negotiations drag along, there being no risk or inconvenience 
attending the suit as, during the delay, the claimants remained 
empty-handed. — If, now, behind the ostensible motives, the real 
intentions are sought for, it is certain that, up to January, 1792, 
the intentions of Austria were pacific The grants made to the 
Comte d'Artois, in the Declaration of Pilnitz, were merely a 
court-sprinkling of holy-water, the semblance of an illusorjr 
promise and subject to a European concert of action, that is to 
say, anntdled beforehand by an indefinite postponement, while 
this pretended league of sovereigns is at once '^placed by the 
politicians in the dass of august comedies.** * Far fit>m taking 

of about fire or six hnadred poorly-ckd, luitf-paid men, dcMiten of all aadons, deeping ia 
leoti, for lack of other shelter, and armed with dobs, for lade of fire-azmi, and ilieiiilint 
tmxf day, because money is getting scarce. The second irmy, at Worms, under the oom- 
XBand of a Cond^ is composed of three hundred gentlemen, and as many ^ralets and groonsL 
I have to add, that the letters wfaiGh reach me from Strssbourg, containing extracts of advioai 
from Wankfoft, Munich, Ra t isb on , and Vienna, annoiinoft the most pacific intentions on ite 
part of the difibent courts, since receiving die n oti fi c at ion of die king's submisskm.** Tbt 
number of armed e mi gr an t s increases, but always remains very small {M0miUitr, X. 67IL 
letterofM.Delatouche^ an eye-witness, Dec. xo). " I suppose that the number of enignnMi 
scattered around on the tenitoiies of the grand-duke of Baden, the bishop of Spire% the «lae> 
tocafies, etc, amounts to scarody 4,000 men.** 

^M0Mietttr, X. 418 (session of Nov. 15, X79X). Report by die minister Ddessart la 
August, the E mp eror issued orders against enlistments, and to send out of die country all 
frenchmen under suspicion; also, in October, to send away die Ftench who formed too 
numerous a body at Ath and at Toumay. — Budies et Roux, XIL 395, demands of the Idng^ 
Dec. x^^IUd., XIII. 15, x6, 19, 5s, complete satisfoctaon given by the Elector of THves, 
Jan. X, X793, oomnumicated to the Assembly Jan. 6; pub li ca t ion of the elector^s orders ia 
the dectofate, Jan. 3. The Fkcnch envoy reports that they are fully executed, which newsi» 
widi Uie documents, are communicated to the Assembly, on die ^h, x6, and X9th of Jaa> 
aBfy.—*'CofTespondancede MirabeanetM.de bMaxck,** in. 087. Letterof M.deMerey- 
Aigentean, Jan. 9, 1793. ''The emperor has promised aid to die elector, iMuArM#csg^nat 
tiifuhtwn dmt he shoukl begin by yidding to the demands of the French, as otherwise no 
smlifinrr would be g^ven to him in case of attadc." 

• MaUet-Dupan, *' Mteoires,** L 054 (Februaiy, 179a).— "Conespoodance de Mirsbeaa «t 
dn Comte de la March,** IIL 039 (note of M. de Bacoutt). On the very day and at the mo> 
■Mnt of signing the treaty at Pilnitz, at deven o'dock in the evening, the Emperor Leopold 
wrote to Us prime m inister , M. de Kaimitz, to this effect: "The agreement he had Joit 
signed does not really bind him to anything. The declarations it contains, extorted by iha 
Count d*Artok, have no value whatever." He ends by assuring him that ''ndther I* 
aor his j^uisiamsnl is in any way bound by this i 
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up arms against new France in the name of old France, the 
empe»'or Leopold and his prime minister Kaunitz, were glad to 
see the constitution completed and accepted by the King; it 
" got them out of trouble," * and Prussia likewise. In all state 
management political interest is the great mainspring and both 
powers needed all their forces in another direction, in Pc land» 
one for retarding, and the other for accelerating its divisions, 
nnd both, when the partition took place, to get enough for them- 
selves and prevent Russia from getting too much. — The sover- 
eigns of Prussia and Austria, accordingly, did not yet entertain 
any idea of delivering Louis XVI, nor of conducting the hnigrh 
back, nor of conquering French provinces, and if anything was 
to be expected from them on accoimt of personal ill-will, there 
was no fear of their armed intervention. — On the side of France 
it is not the King who urges a rupture ; he knows too weU what 
mortal danger there is to him and his in the chances of war. 
Secretly as well as publicly, in writing to the imigr^s, his wishes 
are to bring them back or to restrain them. In his private cor- 
respondence he asks of the European powers not physical but 
moral aid, the external support of a congress which will permit 
moderate men, the partisans of order, all owners of property, to 
raise their heads and rally around the throne and the laws 
against anarchy. In his ministerial correspondence every pre* 
caution is taken not to apply the match or let it be applied to 
gunpowder. At the critical moment of the discussion* he en- 
treats the deputies, through M. Ddessart, his Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, to weigh their words and especially not to send forth a 
challenge on a "fixed term of delay." He resists to the veiy 
last as fru: as his passive will lets him. On being compdled to 
declare war he requires befordiand die advice of aD his mmbteni 
over their signatures, and, only at die last extremity, utters the 
fatal words ^' with tears in his eyes," dragged on by the Assem- 
bly which has just dted M. Ddessart before the supreme court 
at Orleans, under a capital charge, and which qualifies all caution 
as treachery. 

1 Woidt ofM. de Kwiniti, Sept 4. X79x C'Recueil,'* by Vivenoc. L S4a). 

* MoniUmr, XL 142 (■■wion of Jan. x;).— Speech by M. DeleMtft— Decree ofe cn wi ll eM 
against him March la— Declaration of war, April 90. —On the reel intrntiom eC the Kia^ 
CC Malouet, "Mteioirea," II. 195^-309; Lafayctie. «*M*moin»,*' 1. 441 (aoCe 3); Il i ft iMi d 
de Molleville, '* ^^"H ih e e ," VI. aa; Gouverncur Morris, II. 34a, letter of Oct. e\ 19901 
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It IS the Assembly then which launches the disabled ship on 
tlie roaring abysses of an unknown sea, without a rudder and 
leaking at every seam ; it alone slips the cable which held it in 
port and which the foreign powers neither dared nor desired to 
sever. Here, again, the Girondists are the leaders and hold the 
axe ; since the last of October they have grasped it and struck re- 
peated blows.' — ^As an exception, the extreme Jacobins, Couthon, 
CoUot d'Herbois, Danton, Robespierre, do not side with them. 
Robespierre, who at first proposed to confine the Emperor " with- 
m the circle of Popilius," • fears the placmg of too great power in 
the King's hands, and, growing mistrustful, preaches distrust. — 
But the great mass of the party, led by clamorous public opinion, 
impels on the timid marching in front. Of the many things of 
which knowledge is necessary to conduct successfully such a 
complex and delicate affair, they know nothing ; they are ignorant 
about cabinets, courts, populations, treaties, precedents, timely 
forms and requisite style. Their guide and counsellor in foreign 
relations is Brissot whose pre-eminence is based on their ignorance 
and who, exalted into a statesman, becomes for a few months the 
most conspicuous figure in Europe.' To whatever extent a Eu- 
ropean calamity may be attributed to any one man, this one is to / 
be attributed to him. It is this wretch, bom in a pastry-cook's y 
shop, brought up in an attorney's ofi&ce, formerly a police agent 
at 150 firancs per month, once in league with scandal-mongers 
and black -mailers,^ a penny-a-liner, busybody, and intermeddler, 
who, with the half-information of a nomad, scraps of newspaper 
ideas and reading-room lore,* added to his scribblings as a writer 
and his dub declamation, directs the destinies of France and 
starts a war in Europe which is to destroy six millions of lives. 

I JTMiArwr, X. 17a (session of Oct so^ Z791). Speech by Briisot— Laigrette^ I. 44s- 
"b is die GiroiMfists who, st this time, went vex st si hMands."— Mekmel^ U. 909. ''As 
Briseot has since boasted, k v&i Uie repoblkan p«tj wUdi vented wer, and which pro- 
ipoked it by insulting all the powers." 

sBodies et Rous, XII. 409 (session of the Jacobin Qnb^ Nor. e6; 179s). 

•GaslBve III., King of Sweden, ataawinatfd by AnlcentraaB, says: **I should Kke to 
hnow what Biiasoc will say." 

«0n BriMOt's antecedents, Of Edmond Bird, <* Ia Legends d« Giroodins." Personally, 
liteot was honest, and remained poor. But he had passed duough a good deal of filth, 
and bors the marks of it He had lent himself to the difibsion of an obscene book, " Le 
Diable dans un b^tier," and. in 1783, having received 13,355 francs to found a Lyceum in 
Lsndoo, not only did not found it, but was unable to return the money. 

■Jlf«sAtar, XI. 147. Speech by Brissot, Jan. 17. Examples from whom he borrows 
y, Charles XII., Louis XIV., Admiral Blake, Frederic II., etc 
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From the garret in which his wife washes his shirts, he enjdys the 
snubbing of potentates and, on the 20th of October, in the trib* 
une,^ he begins by insulting thirty foreign sovereigns. This keen, 
intense enjoyment on which the new fanaticism daily feeds itself^ 
Madame Roland herself delights in, with evident complacency, 
in the two famous letters in which, with a supercilious tone, she 
first instructs the King and next the Pope.* Brissot, at bottom, 
regards himself as a Louis XIV, and expressly invites the Jaco- 
bins to imitate the haughty ways of the Great Monarch.' — ^To 
the mismanagement of the interloper, and the sensitiveness of the 
upstart, must be added the rigidity of the sectary. The Jacobins, 
in the name of abstract right, deny historic right ; they impose from 
above, and by force, that truth of which they are the apostles, and 
allow themselves every provocation which they prohibit to others. 
" Europe must know," exclaims Isnard,* " that ten millions of 
Frenchmen, armed with the sword, with the pen, with reason, with 
doquence, might, if provoked, change the face of the world and 
make tyrants tremble on their thrones of clay." " Wherever a 
throne exists," says H^rault de S6chelles, " there is an eneniy.'** 
** Honest capitulation between tyranny and liberty," says Brissot, 
^is impossible." Your Constitution is an eternal anathema 
against absolute monarchs. . . It places them on trial, it pro- 
nounces judgment on them ; it seems to say to each — ^to-morrow 
diou shait pass away or shalt be king only through the people. 
War is now a national benefit, and not to have war is the only ca* 

' MmiUwr, X. 174. "This Venfltian go fc ium eat, wUch it nolUzig but a fiuoe. . . . 
Tbew petty Gennn princes, whose insolaice in the last century despotism crushed ouL 
. . . Geneva, that atom of a repubfic. . . That bishop of Lifege, whose yoke bows down a 
people that ooght to be free. . . I disdain to speak of other priooes. . . That Ki&g of 
Swedoi, who has only twenty-five milfions income, and who spends two-thirds of it in poor 
pay far an army of generals and a small number of disco nte nted soldiers. . . As to that 
prfafyt^ (Catherine II.), whose dislike of the French co n s t i tut kwi is well known, and who is 
about as good kioUng as Elisabeth, she cannot expect greater success than Elizabeth in the 
Dutch levohtdon." (Brissot, hi this last passage, tries to appear at once witty and wefl 
read.) 

'Letter of Roland to the king, June xo, 179a, and letter of the executive ooundl to tfan 
pope. Not. as, X79S. Letter of Madame Roland to Brissot, Jan. 7, X79X. " Briefly, adfoo. 
CM^s wife need not gratify herself by complimenting Brutus.** 

s Baches et Roux, XII. 410 (meedng of the Jacobin CHub, De& xo^ 1791). " A Look XIV. 
dedaies war against Spain, because hb ambassador had been insulted by the Sf anish aabna- 
Mdor. And we, who are five, we give a moment's hesi t a t i o n to it I " 

«jr«wte»r,X, 503 (session of Nov. 99). The Assembly onlen tUs speed to be ptinied 
ad dil'''— **** in the dqtartments. 

■jrM*«r, X. 76e (session of Dec. aS). 
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lamity to be dreaded." * — ^** Tell the king," says Gensonn^, " that 
war is necessary, that public opinion demands it, that the safety 
of the empire makes it a law." *— " The state we are in," con- 
dudes Vergniaud, " is a veritable state of destruction that may 
lead us to disgrace and death. To armsl to arms 1 Citizens, 
freemen, defend your liberty, confirm the hopes of that of the hu- 
man race. . Lose not the advantage of your position. Attack 
now that there is every sign of complete success. . The manes 
of past generations seem to me crowding into this temple to con- 
jure you, in the name of the evils which slavery has compelled them 
to endure, to preserve future generations from similar evils, the 
generations whose destinies are in your hands! Let this prayer 
be granted ! Be for the future a new Providence 1 Ally yourselves 
with eternal justice I" ' — ^There is no longer any room for serious 
discussion with those Marseilles orators. Brissot, in response to 
the claim made by the Emperor in behalf of the princes' property 
in Alsatia, replies that '^ the sovereignty of the people is not 
bound by the treaties of tyrants."^ As to the gatherings of the 
indgris^ the Emperor having yielded on this point, he will jrield 
on the others.* Let him formally renounce all combinations 
against France. " I want war on the loth of February,'* says 
Brissot, " if we do not receive advices of this renundation." No 
explanations are to be listened to ; we want satisfaction ; '< to re* 
quire satisfaction is to put the Emperor at our mercy."* The 



^ManUtmr^ XL 147, 149 (■cirion of Jan. 17) ; X. 759 (■cirion of Dec. a8).— Akwdf, oa 
ike x6th of December, he had declared at die Jacobin Cltd>: '* A people that has conquered 
hi freedom, after ten centuries of sbvery, needs war. War is resimrial to it for its consol- 
dttioo." (Buchez et Rous, XII. 4x0).— On the X7th of January, in the tribune, he agaia 
Mpeats: **I have only one fear, and that is, that we may not have war.'* 

^MmUtur, XI. 1x9 (session of Jan. X3). Speech by Gensonn^, in the name of the diplo- 
■Btk committee, of whidi he is tlw reporter. 

^MomUur^ XL 158 (sesrion of Jan. x8). The Assembly orders the printbg of this 



^MonUntr, X. 760 (session of Dec. s8). 

^MmiUmr, XL 149 (session of Jan. 17). Speedi by Brissot. 

^MomUtur, XL 178 (session of Jan. so). Fauchet proposes the foOoving decree: " Ab 
psnial treaties actually existent are dedared Toid. The National AMsmbly substitutes in 
tfadr place alliances with the English, the Anglo-American, the Hehredc^ Pdish, and Dutch 
aations, as long as diey remain free . . When other aatkMiB waat ov ■nUiw»^, diey 
bare only to conquer dteir freedom to have it. Meanwhile^ tfab wB aot pfweot us from 
baring relations with them, as widi g^o dnmtw^ uamgta, . . Let «■ oociqyy the towns 
b the neighborhood which bring our adremries too near us. . . Ilajmiu, Cubliuti, mil 
Wonns are sufficient"— /M£, p. 9x5 (session of Jan. 35). One of the members, supporting 
himself widi the andiortty of G41on, King of Syracuse, p ro p ose s an additional artide : '* Wa 
dedare that we will not lay down our arms until we shall have ffstabHshed the freedom of al 
fsoplsi." These stupidities show the mental condition of the Jacobin party. ^<-^ t 

^ edbyCiOOgle 
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Assembly, so eager to start the quarrel, usurps the King's right 
to take the first step and formally declares war, fixing the 
date.* — The die is now cast. "They want war," says the Em- 
peror, " and they shall have it." Austria immediately forms an 
alliance with Prussia, threatened, like herself, with revolutionary 
propaganda.* By sounding the tocsin the Jacobins, masters of the 
Assembly, have succeeded in bringing about that " monstrous 
alliance," and, fix>m day to day, this tocsin sounds the louder. 
One year more, thanks to this policy, and France will have all 
Europe for an enemy and for an only fiiend, the Regency of 
Algiers, whose internal system of government is about the same 
as her own. 

IV. 

Behind their carmagnoles^ we can detect a design which they 
will avow later on. — "We were alwajrs opposed by the Constitu- 
tion," Brissot is to say, "and nothing but war could put the Con- 
stitution down." Diplomatic wrongs, consequently, of which 
they make parade, are simply pretexts; if they urge war it is 
for the purpose of overthrowing the legal order of things which 
annoys them ; their real object is the conquest of power, a sec- 
ond internal revolution, the application of their sjrstem and a 
final state of equality. — Concealed behind them is the most 
politic and absolute of theorists, a man " whose great art is the 
attainment of his ends without showing himself, the preparadcm 
of others for fiur-sighted views of which they have no suspicion, 

> The decree b peaied Jan. 05. Tlie allianoe between PruMia and Atiatiia takea plaoe 
Feb. 7 (De Bourgoing, **Histoire diplooutdque de rEorope pendant la RAvolulioa F^an> 
plie.- 1.457). 

• Albert Sotd, *<lAliiiaion du Comte de S<gur k Bexlin " (published in tfaa Tmi;^ Oct. 
15, 2878). Despatch of M. de S6gur to M. Deleisait, Feb. 04, 1798. Count Srhnlrmbuig 
cepeated to me that they had no desire whatever to meddk wid^ our consritntion. But, said 
he with singular animation, we must guard against gangrene. Ptussia is, prritaps, the 
country which should fear it least; nevertheless, however remote a gangrened member may 
be^ it is better to cut it off than risk one's life. How can you exgtcx to secure tranquilfity^ 
whan thousands of writers every day . . . mayors, oflke-holders, insult kings, and pubiiBh 
that the Christian religion has always supported despotism, and tlrnt we shall be free only 
by destroying it, and that all princes must be exterminated because they are all tyrants t " 

>A popular fig of diese revolutionary times, danced in the streets and on the pubtte 
squares.— Tb. 

*Buche8etRoux,XXV. »03(sesskmof April3,i793). Speech by Brisaot-/M£, XX. 
IS7. *'A tons lesR^pubUcainsde Fiance, par Brissot," Oct 34, Z79S. " In declaring wm^ 
I had ki view the abofidon of royalty." He refers, in this co nn ec tion, to his speech of Dec 
JO, 179X, where he says, " I fear only one thing, and that is, that we may be betnyed. We 
need ti e nch sty , fee strong doses of poison still exist b the heart of Fkanoe^ and heavy eri^ 
r 10 ft dear of it" ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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aiid that of speaking but little in public and acting in secret." ^ 
This man is Si^yes, " the leader of everything without seeming 
10 lead anything." Equally as infatuated as Rousseau with his 
own speculations, but as unscrupulous and as clear-sighted as 
Machiavelli in the selection of practical means, he was, is, and 
will be, in decisive moments, the consulting counsel of radical de- 
mocracy. '* His pride tolerates no superiority. He causes no- 
bility to be abolished because he is not a noble ; because he does 
not possess all he will destroy all His fundamental doctrine for 
the consolidation ot the Revolution is, that it is indispensable to 
change religion and to change the dynasty." — Now, had peace 
been maintained all this was impossible ; moreover the ascend- 
ency of the party was compromised. Entire classes that had ad- 
hered to the party when it launched insurrection against the priv- 
ilegedy broke loose from it now that insurrection was directed 
against them; among thoughtful men and among those with prop- 
erty, most were disgusted with anarchy, and likewise disgiisted 
with the abettors of it Many administrators, magistrates and 
functionaries recently elected, loudly complained of their authority 
being subject to that of the populace. Many cultivators, manu- 
factiu-ers and merchants have become silently exasperated at the 
fruits of their labor and economy being .surrendered at discretion 
to robbers and the indigent It was hard for the flour-dealers of 
Etampes not to dare send away their wheat, to be obliged to 
supply their customers at night, to tremble in their own houses, 
and know that if they went out-doors they risked their lives.* It 
was hard for wholesale grocers in Pans to see their warehouses 
invaded, their windows smashed, their bags of coffee and boxes 
of sugar valued at a low price, parcelled out and carried away 
by old hags or taken gratis by scamps who ran off and sold them 
at the other end of the street.* It was hard in all places for the 
frunilies of the old bourgeaisU^ for the formerly prominent men in 
each town and village, for the eminent in eadi art, profession 01 
trade, for reputable and well-to-do people, in short, for the ma- 

■ ICalle»J)iiiMii, "Mteoivn," L 960 (Apiil. 1793), »1 1. 439 Q^* X79«)* 

• <*Tlie neadi Revolution,'' L 36a and foOowfaig pagm. 

• Biacbes et Ronx, XIIL 90-99 G«nnu7> >79«): ^5 (Fc})nuu7).-ConI, "Lettxw iii6. 
dbaik" 33. (One of these days, out of curiosity, he walked along as fin* as the Rue des Loa»> 
bank.) " Witness of such ciying injustice, and indignant at not being able to soke any ol 
the ihkvcs that were running along the street, k>aded with sugar and oofiee to aeU again, 
1 suddenly felt a feverish chill over all my body." (The letter is not dated. The edboi 

It the year was X79X. 1 rather think that it waf 1798.) 
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Jority of men who had a good roof over their heads and a good 
coat on their backs, to undergo the illegal domination of a crowd 
led by a few hundreds or dozens of stump-speakers and fire- 
brands. — ^Already, in the beginning of 1792, this dissatisfaction 
was so great as to be denounced in the tribune and in the press. 
Isnard^ railed against '' that multitude of large property-holders^ 
those opulent merchants, those haughty, wealthy personages 
who, advantageously placed in the social amphitheatre, are unwill- 
ing to have then: seats changed." "The bourgeoisie^ wrote Po- 
tion,* " that numerous dass free of any anxiety, is separating itself 
firom the people; it considers itself above them, . . . they are the 
sole object of its distrust. It is everywhere haunted by the one 
idea that the revolution is a war between those who have and those 
who have not." — It abstains, indeed, fit)m the elections, it keeps 
away fix>m patriotic clubs, it demands the restoration of order and 
die reign of law; it rallies to itself "the multitude of conservativw, 
timid people, for whom tranquillity is the prime necessity," and 
especially, which is stiU more serious, it charges the disturbances 
upon their veritable authors. With suppressed indignation and 
a mass of undisputed evidence, Andr6 Ch6nier, a man of feeling, 
starts up in the midst of the silent crowd and openly tears off the 
masV fix>m the Jacobins.^ He brings into full light the daily 
sophism by which a mob, " some himdreds of idlers gather^ 
iu a garden or at a theatre, are impudently called the people." 
He portrays " those three or four thousand usiurpers of national 
sovereignty whom their orators and writers daily intoxicate with 

I MotdUur^ XI. 45 and 46 (scMion of Jan. 5). Th« whole of Inanff ■p eec h should bo 
icmL 

* Buchei et Roux. XIII. 177. Letter by P^km, Feb. la 

* Buchex et Roux. XIII. asa. Letter of Andr6 Ch^nier, in the ymnrmU dt PtmHt^ Feb. 
•6.— Schmidt, '*Tableaux de la R^rolutko F^an9aise," L 76. Reply of the Directoiy e| 
the Department of the Seine to a drcukr by Roland, June xa, 1790. The cwwtwt bet w eea 
the two classes is here dearly defiflSd. " We hare not resorted to those asMablagcs of aea^ 
most of them foreigners, for the opinion of the people, among the •■»— >u* of labor and 
repose sfaiwling by themselves and having no part in common {nfierasts^ ahiady incBned to 
vice through idleness, and who prefer the risks of disorder to the honorsble l es ounj s s of lao. 
gence. Thkdassof men, always huge in huge cities, is that whose noisy harsagneslin the 
streets, squares, and public gardens 'bf the capital, that which txcUtt j<ifflFiimi gaihgrrngt^ 
that which constantly fostem anarchy and contempt for the law»— chat, in fine^ whose 
damor, fer from indicating public opinion, indicates the extreme effi>rt made to prevent the 
cxprrtsioo of public opinion. . . We have studied the opinion of the people of Paris 

; those useful and laborious men warmly attached to the Sute at all pomts of their. 
t durough every object of thdr affection, among owners or propcny . tDlers of the soil, 
, and laborers. . . An inviolable attachment ... to the constiiuttou, uiiti tiL.uuly 
to ■atloiw' sovereignty, to political equality and constituiioual monarchy, wUicii arc its niQ>>< 
, is their almost unanimous ;>cnument." r^ r\r\c\\o 
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grosser incense than any adulation offered to the worst of despots;'* 
those assemblies where ''an infinitely small number of French- 
men appears large, because they are united and yell ; " that Paris 
dub from which honest, industrious, intelligent people had with- 
drawn one by one to give place to intriguers in debt, to persons of 
tarnished reputations, to the hypocrites of patriotism, to the lovers 
of uproar, to abortive talents, to corrupted intellects, to outcasts 
of every kind and degree who, unable to manage their own busi- 
ness, indemnify themselves by managmg that of the public. He 
shows around the central workshop twelve hundred branches of 
insurrection, twelve hundred affiliated dubs which, '' holding each 
other's hands, form a sort of electric chain around all France," 
and giving it a shock at every touch from head-quarters; their 
confederation installed and enthroned not merely as a State 
within the State but as a State that is sovereign in a vassal State ; 
administrative bodies summoned to their bar, judicial verdicts 
set aside through their intervention, private individuals searched, 
assessed and condemned through their verdicts; a steady, 
SjTStematic defense of insubordination and revolt; ''commerce 
and industry styled criminal under the name of monopoly ; " pro- 
perty unsettled and every rich man rendered suspicious, " talent 
and integrity silenced;" in short, a public conspiracy against so- 
dety in the very name of sodety, " while the sacred symbol 
of liberty is made use of to seal " the exemption from pimishment 
of a few tyrants. 

An outspoken protest of this kind embodied what most 
Frenchmen muttered to themsdves, and from month to month, 
graver excesses exdted greater censure. " Anarchy exists * to a 
degree scarcdy to be parallded, and such is the horror and 
apprehension which licentious assodations have universally in; 
spired, there is some reason to bdieve that the great mass of the 
French population would consider even despotism a blessing, if 
accompanied with security to persons and property, such as is 
experienced under the worst governments in Europe." — ^Another 
observer, not less competent,* sa)rs : ** It is plain to my eyes that 
when Louis XVI. finally succumbed, he had more partisans in 
France than the year previous, at the time of his flight to Va- 
rennes.'' — ^The truth of this, indeed, was frequently verified at the 

* GottTerneur Morns, letter of June 20^ S79a. 

• "SoMTom. •• (m<a.»«>>pt) of M. X—, ^^^^^^ ^^ GoOgk 
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end of 1791 and beginning of 1793, by variois investigations.' 
"Eighteen thousand officers of every grade, elected by the con- 
stitutionalists, seventy-one department administrations out of 
eighty-two, most of the tribunals,' all traders and manufacturers, 
every chief and a large portion of the National Guard of Paris/' 
in short, the 61ite of the nation, and among citizens generally, 
the great majority who lived from day to day were for him, 
and for the "Right" of the Assembly against the "Left." If 
internal trouble had not been complicated by external difficulties, 
there would have been a change in opinion, and this the King 
expected. In accepting the Constitution, he thought that its 
defects would be revealed in practical operation and that they 
would lead to a reform. In the mean time he scrupulously 
observed the Constitution, and, through interest as well as con- 
science, kept his oath to the letter. "The most foithful execution 
of the Constitution," said he to one of his ministers, " is the surest 
way to make the nation see the changes that ought to be 
made in it" ' — In other words, he counted on experience, and it 
b very probable that if there had been nothing to interfere with 
experience, his calculations would have turned out correct. The 
nation would have finally determined between the defenders of 
order and the instigators of disorder; it would have dedded for 
the magistrates against the clubs, for the police against rioters, 
for the King against the populace. In one or two years more it 
would have learned that a restoration of the executive power 
was indispensable for securing the execution of the laws ; that the 
chief of police, with his hands tied, could not do his duty ; that 
it was undoubtedly wise to give him his orders, but that if he 
was to be of any use against knaves and fools, his hands should 
first be set firee. 

I Malooe^ IL 109. Eveiy report that CMne ia from die pa of in o M a n BO un oe d (to tha Khg 
and Queen) a pero^tible ameUoiatioii of pabBc opinion, which waabeconbg noia and nMta 
perwted* Thatirfudt readied them waa wninniienoed, whilet theopnuonaof dwJb^ Aewwitt', 
mmd tinti-c^ntert gained enonnoue power, the time being at hand when there was to be no 
ether power." The figurae given above are bjr MaOet-Diipan, " Ittmoires," II. laa 

* JVMitewr, XIL 776 (eeasion of June 98). Speech bjr M. Lamaique^ in a dbtilct oomtt 
** The MdWrmr of the district ooorts in genenal is well laiown.** 

•Bertiand deMeDeviDe^ «<M6noires," VL 9a.-.After having received the above favtrao- 
tiooa from tlie King, Bertrand calls on die Queen, who makes the lame remade: '*Doymiaot 
think that fidelity to one's oadi is dw only plan to purraet " *< Yes, madams^ oartalnlf.'* 
*< Very well; reet aesued that we shall not waver. Come, M. Bertrand, take loun^al ] 
Hope that with Jlrmnem, patience, and what comes of that, all is not vet losl.'* 
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V. 

Just the contrary with war; the aspect of things changes, and 
the alternative is the other way. It is no longer a choice be- 
tween order and disorder, but between the new and the old 
regime, for, behind foreign opponents on the frontier, there 
stand the imigrh. The commotion is terrible, especially amongst 
the lower classes which mainly bore the whole weight of the old 
edifice; among the millions who live by the sweat of their brow, 
artisans, small farmers, metayers, day-laborers and soldiers, also 
the smugglers of salt and other articles, poachers, vagabonds, 
beggars and half-beggars, who, taxed, plundered, and harshly 
treated for centuries, have to endure, from father to son, poverty, 
oppression and disdain. They know through their own experi- 
ence the difference between their late and their present condition. 
TTiey have only to fall back on personal knowledge to revive in 
their imaginations the enormous royal, ecclesiastical, and seignorial 
taxes, the direct tax of eighty-one per cent., the bailifi^ in charge, 
the seizures and the husbandry service, the inquests of excisemen 
and game-keepers, the ravages of wild birds and of pigeons, the 
extortions of the collector and his clerk, the delay and partiality 
in obtaining justice, the rashness and brutality of the police, the 
kicks and cuffe of the constabulary, the swarms of wretches like 
heaps of dirt and filth, the promiscuousness, the over-crowding, 
the filth and the starvation of places of confinement.^ They 

B If. de Lavalettc^ " M^rooires," I. loa— Lavalette, in the beginmn^ of Sq>tember, 1791^ 
abHms m a volunteer and sets out» along with two friends, canying his knapsack on hit 
back, dressed in a jacket and wearing an undress cap. The following shows the sentfanenti 
•f the peasantxy: In a village of j»^/>makerSy near Vermanton (in the viduity of Autun), 
** two days belcNPe our anival a bishop and two vicars, who were escaping in a carriage, wevt 
stopped by them. They rummaged the vehicle and found some hundreds of francs, and, t» 
avoid rrtuming these, they thought it best to massacre their unfortunate owners. This sort 
•f occupation seeming more lucrative to these good people than any other, they stood on dia 
watch fcr all wayfiuvrs." The three volunteers are stopped by a licde hump-backed official 
and oonducted lo the munidpatity, a sort of market, m^iere their passports are read and theii 
^pi.pMi.lr. are about lo be examined ** We were lost, when d' Aub<mnes, who was very 
laO, jumped on the taMe . . . and began with a voUey of imprecations and market slang 
whidi took his hearers by surprise. Soon raising his style, he launched out in patriotic 
terxns» liberty, soverdgnty of the people, with such vehemence and in so loud a voice, as to 
suddenly efiba a great change and bring down thunders of applause. But the cnuy fdlow 
did not stop diere. Ordering Leclerc de la Ronde imperiously to mount on the tabl^ ha 
n ddiea s cd the assemblage: "You shall see whether we are not Paris republicans. N'tw, 
air, say your republican catedusm— * What is God? what are the People? and what is a 
Kfaagt* Ifis friend, widi an air of contrition and in a nasal tone of voice, twisting himaall 
•boat Eke a haxkquln, repfies: 'God is matter, the People are the poor, and the King is a 
loo, a tiger, an dcphant who tears to pieces, devours, and crushes the people down.' "^ 
"Tliey cookl no longer lastrain themsdves. The shouts, cries, and enthusiasm wars wi- 
boonded. They eaibraoed tha actors, hugged them, and bore them awaj. iSadiMTOvali 
.hmnawiibUiWndvohadtodriDkaU ratnid.'* ^g.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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have simply to open their eyes to see their immense deliverance; 
all direct or indirect taxes for the past two years legally abol- 
'shed or practically suppressed, beer at two sous a pot, wine at 
six sous a pint, pigeons in their meat-safes, game on their turn- 
spits, the wood of the national forests in their garrets, the 
gendarmerie timid, the police absent, in many places the crops 
all theirs, the owner not daring to claim his share, the judge 
avoiding condemning them, the constable refusing to serve 
papers on them, privileges restored in their favor, the public au- 
thorities cringing to mobs and yielding to their exactions, remain- 
ing quiet or unarmed in the face of their misdeeds, their outrages 
excused or tolerated, their superior good sense and deep feeling 
lauded in thousands of harangues, the jacket and the blouse con- 
sidered as symbols of patriotism, and supremacy in the State 
claimed for the sans-culottes in the name of their merits and their 
virtues. — ^And now the overthrow of all this is announced to 
them, a league against them of foreign kings, the emigrants in 
arms, an invasion imminent, the Croats and Pandours in the 
field, hordes of mercenaries and barbarians crowding down on 
them again to put them in chains. — From the workshop to the 
cottage there rolls along a formidable outburst of anger, accom- 
panied with national songs, denouncing the plots of tyrants and 
summoning the people to arms.^ This is the second wave of the 
Revolution, ever increasing and roaring, less grand than the 
former one, since it bears along with it but little more than the 
lower class, but higher and mudi more destructive. 

Not only, indeed, is the mass now launched forth of the 
most brutal sort, but a fresh sentiment animates it, the force of 
which is incalculable, that of plebeian pride, that of the subject 
and poor roan, who, suddenly erect after ages of debasement, 
relishes, far beyond his hopes and unstintedly, the delights of 
equality, independence, and dominion. <' Fifteen millions of 
white negroes," says Mallet-Dupan,* worse fed, more miserable 
than those of St. Domingo, rebellious like them and emanci- 
pated fix>m all authority through rebellion, accustomed like them, 
through thirty months of license, to ruling over all that is 
left of their former masters, proud like them of the restoration 

■The Mogof'Teilloiift •^adistderEinpfa«"belongf.tollM«idar 991. The^lte 
MiBiiM'' «M co mp oifw l in April, 179a. 
• Jffnwv 4r Fitmet^ Nor. tj, 1791. 
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of their caste and exulting in their homy hands,— one may 
imagine their transports of rage on hearing the tnimpet-blast 
which awakens them, showing them on the horizon the rctum- 
mg planters, bringing with them new whips and heavier manades? 
— Nothing is more distrustful than such a sentiment in such 
breasts— quickly alarmed, ready to strike, ready for any act of 
violence, blindly credulous, headlong and easily impelled, not 
merely against real enemies on the outside, but at first against 
imaginary enemies on the inside,^ the King, the ministers, the 
gentry, priests, parliamentarians, orthodox catholics, all adminis- 
trators and magistrates who were imprudent enough to appeal 
fo the law, all manufacturers, merchants, and owners of 
property who condemn disorder, the wealthy whose egodsm 
keeps them at home, those who are well-off, weU-bred and well- 
dressed, all that are under suspicion because they have lost by the 
new r6gime, or because they have not adopted its ways. — Such 
is the colossal brute which the Girondists introduce into the 
political arena,* For six months they shake red flags before its 
eyes, goad it on, work it up into a rage and drive it forward by 
decrees and proclamations against their adversaries and against 
its keepers, against the nobles and the clergy, against inside aristo- 
crats in complicity with those of Coblentz, against ''the Austrian 
committee" the accomplice of Austria, against the King, whose 
caution they transform into treachery, against the whole govern- 
ment to which they impute the anarchy they exdte, and the war 
of which they are the instigators. 

Thus over-exdted and topsy-turvy, nothing is now wanting 
to the plebeian dass but arms and a rallying-point The Gi- 
rondists furnish both. Through a striking coinddence, one 
which shows that the plan was concerted,' they set three political 

1 Philippe de S^gur, '* M^moires,'* L (at Fivsnes, a village ntuated about Mren leagoet 
from Paris, a few days after Sept a, 1793). "A band of these demagogues pursued a large 
fimner of this place, suspected of rqyalism and denounced as a monopoliaer because he was 
Bch. These madmen bad seized him, and, without any other fbnn of trial, were about to 
pot an end to him, when my &ther ran up to them. He addressed tfaem, and so suooesslully 
as to change their rage into a no less exaggerated enthusiasm for humanity. Animated by 
their new transports, they obliged the poor &nner, still pale and trembling, and whom they 
were just going to hang on its branches, to drink said danoe along with dMm aioond the tree 
offiberty." 

•LacreteOe, '*Dix ans d'Epreuves,** 78. *<The Girondists wanted to ftaUoo a Romta 
people out of the dregs of Romulus, aiui» what is wotm, out of dia b ri gands of the sth oi 



*Lafiiyetta^ I. 448. "The Gnondists sought in the war an opportunity for atuckiug. 
^ Ilia c u iw i ii i irtnua lista of 1791 and ihsir inrtlfntinai.*' Briiot (Address to 
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engines agoing at one stroke. Just at the moment when, ' 
ihiough their usual rodomontade, they rendered war inevitable, 
they put on the hvery of the people and arm the poor. At the 
end of January, 1792, almost in the same week, their ultimatum 
to Austria was announced by fixing the date of delay, by adopt- 
ing the red woollen cap and beginning the manufacture of 
pikes. — It is evident that pikes are of no use in the open field 
against camion and a regular army; accordingly they are intend 
ed for use in the interior and in towns. Let the national- 
guard who can pay for his uniform, and the active citizen whose 
three firancs of direct tax gives him a privilege, own their guns; 
the long-shoreman, the market-porter, the lodger, the passive citi- 
zen, whose poverty excludes them firom voting must have their 
pikes, and, in these insurrectionary times, a ballot is not worth a 
good pike wielded by brawny arms. — ^The magistrate in his robes 
may now issue any summons he pleases, but it will be rammed 
down his throat, and, lest he should be in doubt of this he is made 
to know it beforehand. " The Revolution began with pikes and 
pikes will finish it" * " Ah," say the firequenters of the Tuileries 
gardens, " if the good patriots of the Champ de Mars only had 
pikes like these the blue-coats (Lafayette's guards) would not 
have had such a good chance I " — " They are to be borne every- 
where, wherever there are enemies of the people, to the Chiteau, 
if any can be found there ! " They will override the veto and 
secure the passage of the proper decrees in the National Assem- 
bly. The feubourg St Antome tenders those it has for this pur- 
pose, and, to mark the use made of them, it complains because 
" efforts are made t6 substitute the aristocracy of wealth for the 
power of birth." It demands " severe measures against the ras- 
cally hypocrites who, with the Constitution in their hands, slaugh- 

Bj oonsdtaents). *<Wetoagbtinthewaranop|Mrtunitytotettrap9ibrtheIdiig,toez|ioM 
his bod fidth and bis relationship with the emignuit princes."— ^nMrniltevr (session of April 3 
1793)* Speech by Brissot: ''I had told the Jacobins what my opinion was, and had proved 
to them that war was the sole means of unveiling the perfidy of Louis XVL The erent has 
lustified my opinion. "—Buchez et Roux, VIII. ax6^ nf, 60. The decree of the Legisiativv 
Assembly b dated Jan. 95, the fint money voted by a dub for the making of pikes is on Jan. 
•I, and the fixst ardde by Brissot, on the red cap, is on Feb. 6. 

> Baches et Roux, XIII. 3x7 (proposal ct a woman, member of the club of I'Evteh^ Jan. 
31, 1790).— ^Articles u the GoMttU UuhftruUe, Feb. ix, and m the Pmiritia Fnmfmig, Feb. 
13.— JtfMSArwr, XI. 576 (session oS Maxdi 6).— Budies et Roux, XV. (session of June xo>. 
PMidon of 8,000 national guards in Paris: <*This fiu:tion which stiis up popular veagMaot 
. . . which seeks to put in opposition the cap of labor and the miliiaiy catqu^ pint aa^ 
pma, tut nisdc a dfcas and a uuiwiu. 
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ter the people." It declares that '' kings, ministers and a civil list 
will pass away, but that the rights of man, national sovereignty 
and pikes will not pass away," and, by order of the president, 
the National Assembly thanks the petitioners <' for the advice 
their zeal prompts them to give." 

Between the leaders of the Assembly and the populace armed 
with pikes, the party is arraigned against the ridi, against Con- 
stitutionalists, against the government, and henceforth, the Jaco- 
bin extremists march side by side with the Girondists, both recon- 
ciled for the attack except in so far as to differ from each other 
after the victory. " The object of the Girondists * is not a repub- 
lic in name, but an actual republic through a reduction of the 
civil list to five millions, through the curtailment of most of the 
royal prerogatives, through a change of dynasty of which the 
new head would be a sort of honorary president of the republic to 
which they would assign an executive council appointed by the 
Assembly, that is to say, by themselves." As to the Jacobin 
extremists we find no principle with them but '' that of a rigorous, 
absolute application of the Rights of Man. With the aid of 
such a charter they aim at changing the laws and public officers 
every sue months, at extending their levelling process to every 
constituted authority, to all legal pre-eminence and to property. 
The only regime they long for is the democracy of a contentious 
rabble. . . The vilest instruments, professional agitators, 
brigands, fanatics, every sort of wretch, the hardened and armed 
poverty-stricken, who, in wild disorder" march to the attack of 
property and to '' universal pillagings "— ^ short, barbarians of 
town and country "who form their ordinary army and never 
leave it inactive one single day."— Under tiieir universal, con- 
certed and growmg usurpation the substance of power melts wholly 
away in the hands of the legal authorities ; little by little, these 
zs^ reduced to vain counterfeits, while fix>m one end of France 
to the other, long before the final collapse, the faction, in the prov- 
inces as well as at Paris, substitutes, under the cry of public 
danger, the government of might for the government of law. 

■Ifanet-DniMn, *< M^nioim,'' 11 4>9 OmM of July, \i^),^^Mtnmn dtFwmmet, 
1% 179% nticle I7 MaOetJhvaB. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Thm D c|imi ii e u t «.^L Provence in 1792.— Early supremacy cf die Jao» 
faim in BlarseiUes.— Composition of the party.^The dub and the mnnid- 
pality. — ^Expulsion of the Ernest regiment — IL The expedition to Aiac— 
The regiment disarms.— The Directory driven onL — Pressure on the new 
Directory.— IIL The Coostitationalists of Aries.— The Marseilles expedi- 
tion against Aries. — Excesses committed by them in the town and its 
vidnity. — ^Invasion of Apt, the clnb and its volunteers. — ^IV. The Jacobins 
of Avignon. — How they obtain recmits. — ^Their robberies in the Comtat — 
The Avignon mnnidpality in flight or in prison. — Morder of L6cnyer and 
the Gladte massacre. — Entry of the murderers, supported by thdr Mar- 
seilles allies. — ^Jacobin dictatorship in Vaucluse and the Boudies-du-Rh6ne. 
—V, Other departments. — Uniform process of the Jacobin conquest — Pre- 
conodved formation of a Jacobin State. 

I. 

Ip we wotdd see the first complete planting of the revolution- 
aiy tree, we must observe it in the department of the Bouches- 
du-Rh6ne; nowhere was it so precocious, nowhere were local 
circumstances and native temperament so well adapted to 
hastening its growth. — ^'^ A torrid sky, climatic extremes, an arid 
soil, rocks, • . . wasting rivers, torrents either dry or burst- 
ing their banks," blinding diist, nerves irritated by steady northern 
blasts or by the intermittent gusts of the sirocco ; a sensual race, 
choleric and impetuous, with no intellectual or moral ballast, in 
which the mixture of Celt and Latin has destroyed the humane 
suavity of the Celt and the serious earnestness of the Roman; 
« complete, powerful, rugged, and restless men,"^ and yet gay, 
spontaneous, eloquent, dupes of their own bombast, suddenly 
carried away by a flow of words and superficial enthusiasm; 
their principal city numbering 120,000 souls, in which commer- 
cial and maritime risks foster innovating and adventurous spirits; 
m which the sight of suddenly-acquired fortunes expended on 

■ PeLoni<de>"I^MiT«btfaiw,''Lii(ktt«rofth«MMqubdeMirab^ 
118 
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sensual enjoyments constantly undermines all stability of charac- 
ter; in which politics, like speculation, is a lottery offering its 
prizes to audacity ; besides all this, a free port and a rendezvous 
for nomadic interlopers, vagabonds, persons without fixed call- 
ings,* the lawless, bullies, and blackguards, who, like uprooted, 
decajdng seaweed, drift fi-om coast to coast the entire circle of 
the Mediterranean sea; a veritable sink filled with the dregs 
of twenty corrupt and semi-barbarous civilisations, where the 
fi"oth of crime cast forth fi*om the prisons of Genoa, Piedmont, 
Sicfly, indeed, of all Italy, of Spain, of the Archipelago, and of 
Barbary, accumulates and ferments ; * no wonder that, in such a 
tiire, the reign of the populace should be established there sooner 
than elsewhere.* — After many an explosion, this reign is inaugu- 
rated August 17, 1790, by the removal of M. Lieutaud, a sort 
of bourgeois, moderate Lafayette, who commands the Narional 
Guard. Around him rally a majority of the population, all men 
" honest or not, who have an)rthing to lose." After he is driven 
out, then proscribed, then imprisoned, they resign themselves, 
and Marseilles belongs to the low class, consisting of 40,00c 
needy adventurers of which the club is the leader. 
The better to ensure their empire, the municipality, one month 

I "Aichtves Natfonakf," F ', 7,171, No. 7,915. Report 00 the sknatian b MMWiflet, by 
Miolfii, commisskmer of the Directory fai the department, year V. NhrOae 15. <*A ^ood 
■nny stnmgen from France and Itidy are attracted thereby the lust of gahi, a lore of pleas- 
ore, die want of work, a desire to escape firam the effects of ill conduct . . . Indiriduals ol 
bodi sexes and of erery age, with no ties of country or kindred, with no pcdessaon, no opin- 
ions, pressed by daily necessities that are multiplied by debauched habits, seddng to hidulge 
these without much application, the means for this being formerly finmd in the many monnft f 
operations of commerce, astray during tkt RtvohUum and^ substqueutfy^ tkrougk/ior ^ik* 
demtnant Party, accustomed unfortimately at that time to receiving pay for taldng part in 
political stiifie, and now reduced to living on almost gmttiitous distributions of food, to deaU 
tflg in small wares, to the menial occupations which chance rarely presents— in short, to 
swindling. Such is what the observer finds in that portion of the population of Marseillei 
most in sight ; eager to profit by wbatever occurs, easily won over, acdve through its neces. 
sities, flocking everywhere and appearing very numerous. . . The patriot Escalon had 
twenty rations a day; F^ the jouxnafist, had six, etc. . . Civil ofSoers and district cotn- 
nissioners still belong, for the most part, to that class of men which the Revolution had 
accustomed to live without work, to maUng those who shared their piindples the bene- 
fidaries of the nation's fiivors, and finally, to r ece i v in g contributioat from gambfing heOs and 
brothels. These commissioners give notice to eacliMhre% and even M^^'i'^gf^ when war 
lants against then are to be enforced." 

•BlancOilly, <«R6veiI d'alarme d'nn d«pat< de ManeiUes " (dted ia llM«*M«nakB''oi 
Barba^oux, 40, 41). Bhuio>Gilly must have been acquainted with these dinMlHi^ hMMBoch 
■s he made nse of them in the August riot, 1789, and for which be was indlrlnl Ct fUm^ 
•'Kttoixe de liaTseiOes," IL 49a. 

• '* Archives Natiottales,'' F^ 3,197. Correspondence of McMn. IMio«iit, 0^, wmk 
LaiBle^ Miinmlirionfn tent to Praveooe to restore order ia • c ca w tM iHt irilh •■ ad tf dM 
Midoari AMwably. Lettar rflfay ic^ lyy, aad > ^ n* a . 
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after the expulsion of M. Lieutaud, declared every citizen '' act« 
ive" who had any trade or profession ; ' the consequence is that 
vagabonds attend the meetings of the sections in contempt of 
constitutional law. As an offset to this, property-owners and 
commercial men withdrew from them, whidi was wise on their 
part, for the usual demagogical machinery is set in motion with- 
out delay. " Each section-assembly is composed of a dozen 
factious spirits, members of the club, who drive out honest peo- 
ple by displaying cudgels and bayonets. The proceedings are 
arranged beforehand at the club, in concert with the municipality^ 
and woe to him who refuses to adopt them at the meeting I They 
go so far as to threaten citizens who wish to make any remarks 
with instant burial in the cellars under the churches."' The 
argument proved irresistible : *' the worthiest and most numerous 
class is so frightened and so timid " that not one of the oppressed 
dare attend these meetings, unless protected by public force. 
" More than 80,000 inhabitants do not sleep tranquilly," while 
political rights generally are vested in "five or six hundied indi- 
viduals,** legally disqualified. Behind them marches the armed 
rabble, "the horde of brigands without a country,"' always 
ready for plundering, murder, and hanging. In front of them 
march the local authorities, who, elected through their influence, 
carry on the administration under their guidance. Patrons and 
clients, members of the club and its satellites, they form a league 
• which plays the part of a sovereign State, scarcely recognising, 
even in words, the authority of the central government^ The 
decree by which the National Assembly gives full power to the 
Commissioners to re-establish order is denounced as pUUicidej 
these conscientious and cautious moderators are qualified as 
"dictators"; they are denounced in circular letters to all the 
municipalities of the department, and to all Jacobin dubs 

> Mayor lifaxtiii, lays }vm», vat • Mct of Potion, weak and vain.— Baibaroujt, dak of ika 
municipality, is the principal opponc nl oflL lieutand^Tha nmnidpal daoee fofemd tola 
dated Sept lo^ 179a 

s '* Archtves Naiiooalet," F^ 3»X97. Letteis of three crtnmi MJ one n , April xj, 17, O, aad 
May io» i79f. 

^JOaatJGSkf, ""MnSi d'Abnne.'* /M£, ''Every time that the national r«*^ flmt^^ed 
outride the dty waOt, the hoide of homdew brigands nere- fiuled to doee op in thrir i«ar 
and cany d ew alali ou wherever they went." 

«*'ArchhreaNationa]es,'*Fv, 3,197. Correspoodence of the three ooneiiricivn. lettwol 
MayxokX79i. "The municipality of Marwilles obeys only the de cr e ei it pleases, and, fcr 
eightoSB moBtlMb hna not paid a ont into the dly li e asmj . " rwirl i— t i w i o( April !).•» 
I of April XI and sa 
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throughout the kingdom ; ^ the club is somewhat disposed to gc 
to Aix to cut off their heads and send them in a trunk to the 
president of the National Assembly, with a threat that the same 
penalty awaits himself and all the deputies if they do not re- 
voke their recent decrees; a few dajrs after this, four sections 
draw up an act before a notary, stating the measures they had 
taken towards sending an army of 6,000 men from Marseilles to 
Aix, to get rid of the three intruders. The commissioners dare 
not enter Marseilles, where "gibbets are ready for them, and a 
price set on their heads." It is as much as they can do to rescue 
from the faction M. Lieutaud and his friends, who, accused of 
Ikse-noHon^ confined without a shadow of proof, treated like mad 
dogs, put in chains,* shut up in privies and holes, and obliged to 
drink their own urine for lack of water, impelled by despair 
to the brink of suicide, barely escape murder a dozen times in 
the court-room and in prison.' Against the decree of the Na- 
tional Assembly ordering their release, the municipality makes 
reclamations, contrives dela3rs, resists, and finally stirs up its usual 
instruments. Just as the prisoners are about to be released a 
crowd of "armed persons without uniform or officer," constantly 
increased "by vagabonds and foreigners," gathers on the heights 
overlooking the Palais de Justice, and makes ready to fire on M. 

■"Aidnvcs Nationaks/* lettorof the manic^ officenof MaxsaDes to the minister, Jme 
ti, S791.— Tliey demand the recall of die three oommiaaionerg, one of thdr arguments being 
•s fiAywa: ** In China, every mandarin against whom public opinion is excited is diimiaird 
ftom Ua i^aoe; he is regarded as an ignorant instructor, who is i n c a p able of gaining the lore 
of children lor thefar patent." 

• ** Archives Natioaaks," letter of the commissionen. May 95, Z79X. « It is evident, o« 
teconfing the proceedings at Aix and Marseilles, that only the aocusers and the judges were 
gotky.**— Petition of the prisonen, Feb. z. " The municipality, in despair of our innocence^ 
and not knowing how to Justify its conduct, is trybg to buy up witnesses. They say opooly 
that it ia bettfsr to sacrifice one innocwit man than disgrace a whole body. Such axe tlia 
gprfrhni of the tkur R^jeoqoi, leading man, and of Madame Elliou, wife of a municipal 
cAoer, in the house of the jA»r Roosset" 

•Letter of M. lieutaud to the commissionexs, May n and 18, 1791. '* If I have not fidlea 
ondar the aasassb's dagger, I owe my preservation to your stria orders and to the good 
bei ia fiog of the national guard and the regular troops. . . At the hearing of the case 
l»4iay, tfaa prosecutor 00 the part of the commune ventuied to threaten the court with popu> 
lar opUoo and its avenging fury. . . The people, sdned iq> against us, and brought 
then^ ahootod, ' Let us seise lieutaud and take htm there by fvoe^ and if he win not go up 
the steps, we will cut his head oflFt ' The hall leading to the courtroom and the stairways 
were filled with barefooted vagabonds. "—Letter of Cabral, comoumder of the national guard, 
and of the municipal officers to the commissioners, May ai. That picket-guard of fifty men 
on the great aquare, is it not rather the cause of a riot dian the means of preventing onet 
A requisition to send four natidiiul guards inside the prison, to remain there day and night, 
is it not insulting citixen soUiiers, wl^ose function it is to see that the laws are maintaiosdV 
^ not 10 do ^ duty T " 
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LieuUud. Summoned to proclaim martial law, the municipality 
refuses, declaring that " the general detestation of the accused is 
too manifest"; it demands the return of the Swiss regiment to 
its barracks, and that the prisoners remain where they are ; the 
only thing which it grants them is a secret permission to escape, 
as if they were guilty ; they, accordingly, steal away clandes- 
tinely and in disguise.* — ^The Swiss regiment, however, which 
prevents the magistrates from violating the law, must pay for its 
insolence, and, as it is incorruptible, they conclude to drive it out 
of the town. For four months the municipality multiplies 
against it every kind of annoyance,* and, on the i6th of Octo- 
ber, 1 791, the Jacobins provoke a row in the theatre against its 
officers. The same night, outside the theatre, four of these are 
assailed by armed bands ; the post to which they retreat is nearly 
taken by assault ; they are led to a prison for safety, and there 
they still remain five days afterwards, "although their innocence 
is admitted." Meanwhile, to ensure "public tranquillity," the 
municipality has required the commander of the post to imme- 
diately replace the Swiss Guard with National Guards on all the 
military posts; the latter yields to force, while the useless 
regiment, insulted and threatened, has nothing to do but to pack 
off* This being done, the new municipality, still more Jacobin 
than the old one,^ separates Marseilles from France, erects the 
city into a marauding republican government, gets up expedi- 
tions, levies contributions, forms alliances, and und^takes ao 
aimed conquest of the department 

II. 

The first thing is to lay its hand on the capital, Aix, where the 
Swiss regiment is stationed in garrison and where the superiot 
authorities are installed This operation is the more necessary 
inasmuch as the Directory of the department loudly commends 
the loyalty of the Swiss Guard and takes occasion to remind the 
Marseilles municipality of the respect due to the law. Such a 

I Letter of M. d'OUvier, lieutftnmt-roUmel of the Eraest regiment. May 98.— Extncts fros 
the papefB of the secretary to the municipaUty, May a8 (Baitaronx fa die de3k).-»Lett«' 01 
the commiuionen. May 99. 

* Letter of the cominiauoners, June 99. 

• Letter of M. Laroque-Dourdan, naval commander at MarseiQea, Oct 18, 1791 ^ relalkw 
t» the departure of the Swfas raiment). " All property-owners tremble at this change" 

^Theelectkmsare hdd on the X3th of November, X791. Martin, die fonnernuqror, showf^ 
Hwlililj, and Momaille was elected b his place. 
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remonstrance is an insult, and the municipality, in a haughty tone, 
calls upon the Directory to avow or disavow its letter; "if you 
did not write it, it is a foul report which it is our duty to examine 
into, and if you did, it is a declaration of war made by you against 
Marseilles."* The Directory, in polite terms and with great 
circumspection, afl5rms both its right and its utterance, and re- 
marks that "the pro-rata list of taxes of Marseilles for 1 791 is 
not yet reported ; " that the municipality is much more concerned 
with saving the State than with paying its contribution and, in 
short, it main t ains its censure. — If it will not bend it must break, 
and on the 4th of February, 1792, the municipality sends Bar- 
barouxy its secretary, to Paris, that he may palliate the outrages 
for which they are preparing. During the night of the 25-26, 
the drums beat the general alarm, and three or four thousand men 
gather and march to Aix with six pieces of cannon. As a pre- 
caution they pretend to have no leaders, no captains or lieu- 
tenants or even corporals ; to quote them, all are equal, all volun- 
teers, each being summoned by the other ; in this fashion, as all 
are responsible, no one is.' They reach Aix at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, find a gate open through the connivance of those in 
league with them among the populace of the town and its sub- 
urbs, and summon the municipality to surrender the sentinels. 
In the mean time their emissaries have announced in the neighbor- 
ing villages that the town was menaced by the Swiss regiment; 
consequently four hundred men from Aubagne arrive in haste, 
while from hoiur to hour the National Guards from the siuround- 
ing viUages likewise rush in. The streets are full of armed men ; 
shouts arise and the tumult increases ; the municipal body, in 
the universal panic, loses its wits. This body is afraid of a 
nocturnal fight " between troops of the line, citizens. National 

I Letter (printecD of die Diractonr to the Ministei of War, Jan. 4, 1790.— Letter of die 
minicipality of MerseiDet to the Directory, Jan. 4, and the DirBctoty't reply.— Bazbaroux, 
" M^nunres,** 19.— Here we see die part played by Baibarouz at ManetDet. Gvadet played 
• nmilar part at Bordeaux. This early polidcal period beawntial for a oompichennon of die 
Girondists. 

*F'» 3,195. OflSdal report of the municipality of Aix (on tlie events of Febw 06). March 
1.— Letter of M. \^llardy, president of die directory, dated Avignon, March la (He barely 
escaped atsasrinarion at Aix.)-^iiUl, F', 3, 196. Report of ibe district administrators ui 
Ailes, Feb. 98 (a c c ow fln g to private letters from Aix and ManeiDes).— Barbaroux, *' M6. 
OKiires ** (collection of Berville and Barri&re), rod. (Ni^dwe iaf M. de Watteville, mi^r in 
die Ernest regiment JbitL^ xo8 (Memorial of M. de Barbantane, conunanding geaeral). 
These two documents show the liberalism, want of vigor, and die usual indedrion of the 
superior authorities, c^edally the milttaiy autbr^ties.— Jfrfrwnr di Franct^ March 24, 1799 
nAix). 
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Guards and armed strangers, no one being able to recogiuse on« 
another or know who is an enemy." It sends back a detaghment 
of three hundred and fifty Swiss* Guards, which the Directory had 
ordered to its support, and consigns the regiment to its quarters. 
— ^At this the Directory takes to flight Military sentinds of all 
kinds are disarmed while the Marseilles throng, turning its ad- 
vantages to account^annoimces to the municipality at two o'clock 
in the morning that, "Wow it or not" it is going to attack the 
the barracks immediately ; in fact, cannon are planted, aiew shots 
are fired, a sentinel killed, and the henmied-in regiment is com- 
pelled to evacuate the town, the men without their guns and the 
officers without theu-^swords. Their arms are stolen, the people 
seize the suspected, the lantern is hauled dowD and the noose is 
made ready. Cayol, the flower-girl, is hung. The municipality, 
with great difficulty, saves one man who is already lifted by the 
rope two feet firom the ground, and obtains for three others "a 
temporary refuge " in prison. 

Henceforth there is no authority at the department head- 
quarters, or rather it has changed hands. Another Directory, 
more pliable, is installed in the place of the fugitive Directory. 
Of the thirty-six administrators who form the Council only twelve 
are present at the election. Ofthe nine elected only six consent 
to sit, while often only three are found at its sessions, which 
three, to recruit their colleagues, are obliged to pay them.' 
Hence, notwithstanding their position is the best in the depart- 
ment, they are worse treated and more unfortunate than their 
servants outside. The delegates of the dub, with the munidpal 
officers of Marseilles seated alongside of them, oblige them either 
to keep silent, or to utter what they dictate to them.* " Our arms 
are tied," writes one of them, " we are wholly under the yoke " 

1 "Aiddvet Natknudea," H, 3,196. Despatches of die new Directoty to the Mmister, 
Maicha4aiidApril4,x793. ** Sbce the departure ofthe D h e clor y , our administnuive aseem- 
bly b composed of 011I7 six memben, notwithstanding our repeated summons to every member 
oftlieComiciL . . Only three members ofthe CouncOeonaent to act with us; the reason is 
a lack (tf pecuniary means." The new Directory, consequendy, passes a resolution to mdeaa- 
nify members of the Council. This, indeed, is contrary to a royal proclamation of Jan. 15 ; 
bat *' this proclamation was wrested from the King, on account of. his firm faith. You must 
be aware that, in a free nadon, the influence of a citizen on his government must not be estl 
mated by his fortune ; such a principle is false, and destructive of equality of rights W« 
tnist diat the King will consent to revoke his proclamation.*' 

* Letters of Borelly, vice-prendent of the Directory, to the Minister, April xo^ 17, and yt^ 
179a.— Letter fitun another administrator, March xa "They absoltttely want us to ouodi 
against Axles, and to force us to give the order."— /iMUl, F^ 3,19s Lettos from Aii^ 1 



l« aad i6w addressed to M. Vwdst 
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of these intruders. *' We have twice in succession seen more than 
three hundred men, many of them with guns and pistols, enter 
the hall and threaten us with death if we refused them what they 
asked. We have seen infuriate moHonnaireSy nearly all belonging 
to Avignon, mount the desks of the Directory, harangue their 
comrades and excite them to rioting and crime." '' You must 
decide between life or death," they exclaimed to us, "you have 
only a quarter of an hour to choose." '' National guards have 
Q&red their sabres through the windows, left open on account of 
the extreme heat, to those around us and made signs to them to 
cut our throats." — ^Thus fashioned, reduced and drilled, the Di- 
lectory is simply an instrument in the hands of the Marseilles 
demagogues. Camoin, Bertin and Rebecqui, the worst agitators 
and usurpers, rule there without control Rebecqui and Bertin, ap- 
pointed delegates in connection with matters in Aries, have them- 
selves empowered to call for defensive troops ; they immediately 
demand Aem for attack, to which the Directory vainly remon- 
strales ; they declare to it that " not being under its inspection, 
it has no authority over them ; being independent of it, they have 
no orders to receive from it nor to render to it any account of 
their conduct" So much the worse for the Directory on attempt- 
ing to revoke their powers. Bertin informs its vice-president 
that, if it dares do this he will cut off his head. They reply 
to the Minister's observations with the utmost insolence.^ They 
{^ory in the boldness of the stroke and prepare another, their 
mardi on Aix being only the first halt in the long -meditated 
campaign which involves the possession of Aries. 

III. 

No city, indeed, is more odious to them. — For two years, led 
or pushed on by its mayor, M. d'Antonelle, it has marched along 
whh them or been dragged along in their wake. D'AntoneUe, 
an ultra-revolutionist, repeatedly visited and personally en- 
couraged the bandits of Avignon. To supply them with canncm 

^ litUff of mI> iiHilHittJfrtoCT of d>c octmtmcnt ComcD to me Miiifeter, Bfardi low "Tht 
CouBcB of tbe iliniiitaiatf on b Mirprised, dr, at the fiklte impraHions g{mi yon of die dty of 
ICnidllea; kdboold be regarded as the patriotfc bockler of tlie depoitmeot . . If the* 
people of PBib did not wak for orders to destroy the Bastille and begin the Revohstton, OM 
yoQ woader that fa titii fioy dinmte tlie impatience of good dtisens shoold niake theflB anllo^ 
pate legal orders or that ifaey amnot comply wiA the slow forms of jottloe ahmi tfarir p«b 
•oulaaftiyandlhatifolyoflhacooBiifyisiBpssilt'' 
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and ammunition he stripped the Tour St. Louis of its artillery, at 
the risk of abandoning the mouths of the Rhone to the Barbary 
corsairs.* In concert with his allies of the Comtat, the Marseilles 
club, and bis tool^ taken from th6 neighboring boroughs, he 
rules in Aries "by terror," while three hundred men recruited in 
the vicinity of the Mint, mechanics or sailors with strong arms 
and hard hands, serve him as satellites. On the 6th of June 
1 79 1, they drive away, on their own authority, the unsworn 
priests, who had taken refuge in the town.* — ^At this, however, 
the "property-owners and honest folks," much more numerous 
and for a long time highly indignant, raise their heads ; twelve 
hundred of them, assembled in the church of Saint-Honorat, 
"swore to maintain the constitution and public tranquillity,"* 
and betook themselves to the club, where, in conformity with its 
by-laws, they force their way in en masse^ as national guards and 
active citizens. At the same time, acting in concert with the 
municipality, they reorganise the National Guard and form fresh 
companies, the effect of which is to put an end to the Mint 
band, thus depriving the faction of all its strength. Thence- 
forth, without violence or illegal acts, the majority of the club, 
as well as of the National Guard, consists of constitutional mon- 
archists, the elections of November, 17 91, giving to the partisans 
of order nearly all the administrative offices of the commime 
and of the district M. Loys, a physician and a man of energy, 
is elected mayor in the place of M. d'Antonelle ; he is known as 
able to suppress a riot, " holding martial law in one hand, and 
his sabre in the other." — ^This is more than can be endured. 
"To atone for the disgrace of having founded it," Marseilles has 
now to bring Aries under subjection.^ In this land of ancient 

i F', 3»X97' Despatches of die three commissioneri, pauim^ and espedaBj dioee of Maiy 
If, June 10 and 19, 1791 (00 affiun in Aries). " Tho propetty-ownen were a long time snb- 
fect to oppr e s rion. A few of die Actions maintained a reign of ten o r over honest folks, vho 
trembled in secret" 

> Despatch of the oommissionerB, June 19: " One of the Mint gang causes notes to btt 
publicly dislzibated (addressed to the unsworn) in these words: 'If you do not "skedad> 
die" (using a parallel Americanism— Tr.), you will have to deal with die Mint Company/** 

* F^ 3(198. Narration (printed) of what occtured at Aries, June 9 and zo^ X79X. — Despat^ 
of M. Ripert, royal commisaoner, Aug. 5, 1791. — F% 31X97. Despatch of Ute three oon^ 
missioners, June 19. " Since dien, many of die farm laborers have taken die same oadu 
This class of citizens b dut which most eageriy desires a return to order." — Other despatches 
§om the same, Oct. 84 and 39, and Dec 14, 1791. Cf. ''The French Rerolution," L 
|ot, 30a. 

4 F V, 3,X96. Despatch of the members of the Directory of Aries and the municipal < 
ti) 'he Minister, March 3, 1793 (with a printed diatribe of the ManeiDes mnnidpaKty). 

o 
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cities political hostility is tinctured with old municipal animosi- 
ties, similar to those of Thebes against Plataea, of Rome against 
Veii, of Florence against Pisa. The Guelphs of Marseilles 
brooded over the one idea of crushing the Ghibellins of Aries. 
— Already, in the electoral assembly of November, 1791, M. 
d'Antonelle, the president, had invited the communes of the de- 
)>artment to take up arms against this anti-jacobin city;^ six 
hundred Marseilles volunteers set out on the instant, install them- 
selves at Salon, seize the syndic-attorney of the inimical district, 
and refuse to give him up, this being an advance-guard of 4,000 
men promised by the forty or fifty clubs of the party.* To arrest 
their operations requires the orders of the three commissioners, 
resolutions passed by the Directory still intact, royal proclama- 
tions, a decree of the Constituent Assembly, the firmness of the 
still loyal troops and the firmer stand taken by the Arlesians who, 
putting down an insurrection of the Mint band, had repaired their 
ramparts, cut away their bridges and mounted guard with their 
guns loaded.^ But it is only a postponement. Now that the 
commissioners have gone, and the king's authority a phantom, 
now that the last loyal regiment is disarmed, the terrified Direct- 
ory recast and obe)dng like a servant, with the Legislative As- 
sembly allowing everywhere the oppression of the Constitution- 
alists by the Jacobins, a firesh Jacobin expedition may be started 
against the Constitutionalists with impunity, and accordingly, 
on the 23d of March, 1792, the Marseilles army of 4,500 men 
sets out on its march with nineteen pieces of cannon. 

In vain the commissioners of the neighboring departments, 
sent by the Minister, represent to them that Aries submits, that 
she has laid down her arms, and that the town is now garrisoned 

1 F', 3,198. Deqntches of the proaertttrsyndic of the department to the Minister, Aii^ 
Sq»t 14, Z5» 9o» and 33, 179X. Theelectoralaasembly declared itself permanent, the const^ 
tutioDal authorities being fettered and nnrecognised.— Despatch of the members of the milU 
taiy bureau and correspondence with die Minister, Aries, Sept 17, 1791. 

* Despatch of d>e commandant of the Maneilles detachment to theDixectory of the deparU 
ment^ Sept. 39, 179Z : " I feel that our proceedings are not exactly legal, but I thought it 
prudent to acquiesce in the general desire of the battalion." 

• Official report of the munidpal officers of Aries on the insurrection of the Mint band* 
Sept a^ 1791.— Despa^ of Ripert, royal commissioner, Oct 3 and 8.— Letter of M. d'An- 
tottcHe, to the Friends of die Constitution, Sept aa. *' I cannot believe in the counter-oiden 
with which we are threatened. Such a dedsion in the present crisis would be too inhuman 
and dangerous. Our co-worken, who have had the courage to devote themselves to the new 
Uw, would be deprived of their bread and shelter. . . The king's proclamation has al 
the appearance of having been hastily prepared, and eveiy sign of having been second 
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with troops of the line ; — the Marseilles army requires the with- 
drawal of this garrison. — In vain the garrison departs. Rebecqui 
and his acolytes reply that " nothing will divert them from their 
enterprise; they cannot defer to anybody's decision but their 
own in relation to any precaution tending to ensure the safety of 
the southern departments." — In vain the Minister renews his 
injunctions and counter-orders. The Directory replies with a 
flagrant falsehood, stating that it is ignorant of the af^ir and 
refuses to give the government any assistance. — In vain M. de 
Wittgenstein, commander-in-chief in the south, oflfers his services 
to the Directory to repel the invaders. The Directory forbids 
him to take his troops into the territory of the department* — 
Meanwhile, on the 29th of March, the Marseilles army effects a 
breach with its cannon in the walls of defenceless Aries ; its forti- 
fications are demolished and a tax of 1,400,000 francs is levied on 
the owners of property. In contempt of the National Assembly's 
decree the Mint band, the longshoremen, the whole of the vilest 
class again take up their arms and tyrannise over the disarmed 
population. Although " the King's commissioner and most of the 
judges have fled, jury examinations are instituted against ab- 
sentees," the juries consisting of the members of the Mint band.' 
The conquerors imprison, smite and slaughter as they please. 
Countless peaceable individuals are struck down and mauled, 
dragged to prison and many of them are mortally wounded ; one 
old soldier, eighty years of age, for three months on the retired 
list in his country home, dies after twenty days' confinement in a 
dungeon, from a blow received in the stomach by a gim-stock; 
women are flogged ; *' all citizens that are at all interested in the 
execution of the laws," nearly four thousand families, have emigrat- 
ed ; their houses in town and in the country are pillaged, while 
in the surrounding boroughs, along the road leading from Aries 
to Marseilles, the villains forming the kernel of the Mar* 

I De Dammaitm (an eye>witiien), II. 60-70. -»*' Axcfaives Nadooaks," F^ 3,196.— I>». 
spatch of the two delegated comouMionen to the Mmister, Nisraes, March 95, 1793.— Lettes 
of M. Wtttgenstein to the Directory of the Bouchca-du-RhAne, April 4, 1799.— Reply mod 
act passed by the Dizectory, April 5.— Report of Bertm and Rebecqui to the adntinkttaCon 
of the departtient, April y-^Moniiettr^ XII. 379. Report of the Minister of the Interior t« 
the National Assembly, April 4. 

* MtfdUur, XII. 8o» 81 (session of May z6). Petition of M. Fossin, deputy from Aifaa. — 
"Archives Nationales,** F^ 3,196. Petidon of the Arlesians to the Minister, June aS.^ 
Despatches of M. Lombard, provisional royal commissioner, Aries, July 6 and la " Neith«B 
psnoM Bor property have been rsspected for three months by those who wear the asak % 
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ieilles army, rove about and gorge themselves as in a vanquish* 
cd country.* 

They eat and drink voraciously, break into clothes-presses, cany 
off linen and food, steal horses and valuables, break furniture 
to pieces, tear up books, and bum papers.* All this is the just 
punishment of aristocrats. Moreover, it is no more than right 
that patriots should be indemnified for iheir toil, and a few blows 
too many are not out of place in seeming the rule of the right 
party. — For example, on the false report of order bemg dis- 
turbed at Ch&teau-Renard, Bertin and Rebecqui send off a 
detachment of men, while the municipal body in uniform, fol- 
lowed by the National Guard, with music and flags, comes forth 
to meet and salute it Without uttering a word of warning, 
the Marseilles troop falls upon the cortege, strikes down the flap, 
disarms the National Guard, tears the epaulettes off the officers' 
shoulders, drags the mayor to the ground by his scarf, pursues 
the counsellors, sword in hand, puts the mayor and syndic- 
attorney in arrest, and, during the night, sacks four dwellings, the 
whole under the direction of three Jacobins of the place under 
indictment for recent crimes or misdemeanors. Henceforth at 
Chitt^u-Renard they will look twice before subjecting patriots 
to indictment' — ^At V6laux "the country house of tie late 
seignior is sacked, and everything is carried away, even to the 
tiles and window-glass." A troop of two himdred men " over- 
run the village, levy contributions, and put all citizens who are 
well-off under bonds for considerable sums." Camoln, the Mar- 
seilles chief^ one of the new department administrators, who is 
in the neighborhood, lays his hand on everything that is fit to 

* ** AvchlreB Nadonales," F ^ 3,xq6«. . Letter of M. BoraDy, vice-pretident of the ]>irector]r« 
#tfw Mimater, Aix, April 30, 1793. ** The ooune ptmoed bjr the <jbirr Bertin and Rebec- 
^ b the cauae of all Uke disorder» committed in these onhappy districts. . . Their sole 
dkfject is to lery cootiibutiona, as they did at Aries, to enrich themadves and render the 
Comtat>Venaisson desolate." 

***ArchiTes Na&onaks,'' deposition of one of the keepMS «f the jtfmr Coye, a proprietor at 



Monriez-left-Baux, April 4.— Petition of Peyre, noluy it llmiiianf, April 7.~Statement by 
Mft«ni*"j a resident of Mourioc-les-Baux, March 37.— PMilion of Andrieu, March 3a— Letter 
ef the municipality of Maussane, Aprfl 4 : *<They watch for a fimirable opportunity to dev- 
w/aant property and espedally country villas." 

'Claim of the pfitfA"*^ guard presented to the district administrators of Tarascon by the 
otH w **^ guard of ChAteau-Renard, April 6.— Petition <^ Juliat d'Eygui&res, district admin- 
iMnttor di Tarascon, April a (in relation to a requisition of 30^000 francs by Camoln on the 

I— r of Eygui^res).— Letter of M. Borelly, Apnl 30. '* Bertin ^aod Rebecqui han;* 

Sfeoly protected the in&unous Camoin, and have set him free."-~JlfMMflr«r. XIL 408. Pelk 
isB «f M. Focsin» deputy froi' .Aries \^ 
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be taken, and, a few days after this, 30,000 francs are found in 
his carpet-bag. — These examples, under this natural inspiration, 
are followed by others, and the commotion spreads. In every 
borough or petty town the dub profits by these acts to satiate 
its ambition, its greed, and its hatred. That of Apt appeals to 
its neighbors, whereupon 1,500 National Guards of Gordes, St. 
Satumin, Gouls and Lacoste, with a thousand women and chil- 
dren supplied with clubs and scythes, arrive one morning before 
the town. On being asked by whose orders they come in this 
fashion, they reply, " by the orders which their patriotism has given 
them." " The fknatics," or partisans of the sworn priests, " are 
the cause of thdr journey;*' the result is, "they want lodgings 
at the expense of the fimatics only," which involves for the latter 
and for the town three days' sojoiun, at a cost of 20,000 francs.' 
They begin by breaking everything in the church of the R^ol- 
lets, and wall up its doors. They then expel unsworn ecclesi- 
astics from the town, and disarm their partisans. The club of 
Apt, which is the sole authority, remains in session three days : 
''the municipal bodies in the vicinity appear before it, apologise 
for themselves, protest their dvism, and ask as a favor that no 
detachment be sent to their places. Individuals are sent for to 
be interrogated"; several are proscribed, among whom are 
administrators, members of the court, and the syndic-attorney. 
A number of citizens have fled ; — ^the town is purged, while the 
same purging is pursued in numbers of places in and out of the 
district* It is, indeed, attractive business. It empties the piuses 
of the ill-disposed, and fills the stomachs of patriots ; it is agree- 
able to be well entertained, and especially at the expense of 
one's adversaries; the Jacobin is quite content to save the 
country through a round of feastings. Moreover, he has the 
satisfaction of playing king among his neighbors, and not only 

■ "AzduresNationales," P^ 3,195. Despatch of M. Mferard, royal commJMioner t dK 
dbtiict couzt of Apt, Ape, March 15, 1799 (with official report of the Apt manidpaUty and 
debates of the district, March 13).— Letter of M. GuQlebert, syndic-attorney of the district 
March s. (He has fled.)— Despatches of the district Directory, March 33 and 98. *' It ouMt 
not be rjpposed fora moment that either the court or tkt jngt^U-paix will take the least 
notke of thb circumstance. One step in this direction would, in a week, faring xo^ooo omm 



* Letter of the district Directory of Apt, March 38. "On the a6cfa of March 6ooanBsd 
OMn, bdoogmg to the communes of Apt, Viens, Rustrd, etc., betodc diemsehres to St-MartA»- 
de-CastJDon and, under the pretence of restoring order, taxed the inhabitants, lodging aaj 
iorwlint the msel ve s at their charge."— llie expeditions extend even to the neighboring dcpM»> 
, one of dMn, March 03, going to Saul^ near Forcalqnier, la the UppetsAlpib 
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do they feed him for doing them this service, but, again, the} 
pay him for it.' — All this is enlivening, and the expedition, 
which is a "sabbat," ends in a carnival. Of the two Marseille* 
divisions, one, led back to Abe, sets down to " a grand patriotic 
feast," and then dances fandangoes, of which " the principal one 
is led off by the mayor and commandant";* the other makes its 
entry into Avignon the same day, with still greater pomp and 
lollity. 

IV. 

\ Such another nest of brigands does not exist in all Frande. 

\ It is not owing to a more savage jacquerie here, produced by a 

'^; greater degree of misery ; on the contrary, the Comtat, be- 

/ fore the Revolution, was a land flowing with milk and honey. 

There was no taxation by the Pope ; the taxes were very light, 

and were expended on the spot. " For one or two sols^ one here 

could have meat, bread, and wine." ^ But, under the mild and 

corrupt administration of the Italian legates, the country had 

become "the safie asylum of all the rogues in France, Italy, and 

Genoa, who by means of a trifling sum paid to the Pope's 

agents, obtained protection and immunity." Smugglers and 

receivers aboimded here in order to break through the lines of 

the French customs. "Bands of robbers and assassins were 

formed, which the vigorous measures of the parliaments of Aix 

and Grenoble could not wholly extirpate. Idlers, libertines, 

> F ^ 3»X95. On the demand of a number of petidonuig soldiers who went to Aries on the 
Md of March, 179a, the department administration i>asses an act (September, 1793) granting 
diem each forty-five francs indemnity. There are 1,9x6 of them, which makes 86,aoo fiancs 
" qy^*''*^ on the goods and property of individoals for the authors, abettors, and those guilty 
of the (Usturbances occasioned by the party of Chifibmsts in the commune of Aries." The 
municipality of Aries designates fifty-one individuals, who pay the 86,300 livres, plus 9,783 
fiancs exchange, and 300 fianct for the cost of sojourn and delays. — Petition d* the ransomed. 
Not. 3x, 179a. 

*F', 3,165. Official report of die Directory on the events which occuxred in AxjE, April 07, 
98, and 39, 1793. 

• Michelet, " Histoire de la Revolution Fran^aise," III. 56 (according to the narratives of 
•fed peasants). — Mercurt eU Franct^ April 30, 2791 (letter fi^m an inhabitant of the Coav 
tBt).--All public dues put together {octrois and interest on the debt) did not go beyond 800^ 
eoo fiancs for 136,684 inhabitants. On the contrary, united with France, it would pay 3,793(. 
000 firancs. — ^Andr6, " Histoire de la Revolution Avignonaise," I. 61. — The Comtat possessed 
lepiesentadve institutions, an armed general assembly, composed of three bishops, the elected 
represen tative of the nobility, and thirteen consuls of the leading towns. — Mercure de FremcM^ 
Oct 15, 179X (letter fi-om a Comtadin). — There were no bodies of militia in the Comtat; dM 
privil^es of nobles were of little account Nobody had the exclusive right to hunt or fial^ 
whik pec^le without property cotdd own gims and hunt anywhere. 
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professional gamblers/'' kept-^^^V^/^, intriguers, parasites, and 
adventurers, elbow men with branded shoulders, the veterans of 
vice and crime, " the scapegraces of the Toulon and Marseilles 
galleys.*' Ferocity here is hidden in debauchery, like a s^pent 
hidden in its own slime, the opportimity being only needed to 
transform this haunt of licentiousness into a den of cut-throats. 
The Jacobin leaders, Toumal, Rov^e, the two Duprats, the 
two Mainvielles, and L^cuyer, readily obtain recruits in this 
sink. — At first, aided by the rabble of the town and of its pur- 
lieus, peasants hating the octroi^ vagabonds opposed to order of 
any kind, porters and watermen armed with scythes, turnspits 
and clubs, they excite seven or eight riots, drive off the legate, 
force the Councils to resign, hang the chiefs of the National 
Guard and of the conservative party,* and take possession of the 
municipal offices. — ^After this their band increases to the dimen- 
sions of an army, which, with license for its countersign and 
pillage for its pay, is the same as that of Tilly and Wallenstein, 
"a veritable roving Sodom, at which die ancient dty would have 
stood aghast" Out of 3^000 men, only 200 belong in Avig- 
non; the rest are composed of French deserters, smugglers, 
fugitives fiom justice, vagrant foreigners, marauders and male- 
factors, who, scenting a prey, come from afar, and even from 
Paris;' along with diem march the women belonging to them, 

1««AicUvctNatiooide%''F%3»a73- Letter of M. PdetaebLortve^ prafect of YmkIbm^ 
to the Mbdeler, yev VIIL GeoniiMa 3a— /M£, DXXIV. 3. Letter of M. MaK omoI 

the medhiting owmnfariffi ne n , to the Ifinkter, Oct xo^ X79X. "What %. couBtty joa hcf* 
aentmetol It is the land of dupUdty. Italiuifam has etxncfc its roots deep hexe^ and I fav 
that they are very lively." 

* The details of diese occarrenoes may he fimnd in AwM aad in SooBer, "Hisioire de k 
Rfvolotion Avignooaiie.*' The murder cf thehreeyen principal opponeats, gentlemen, prieeta, 
and artisans, took place June zi, zTya— "AxcUfes Natfanaiff^ " DXXTV. 3. The staiting- 
point of the riots is the hostility of dw Janaadst Gemiis, depa^ to die Conslitnent Assemhl^. 
Several letters, h^;hmbg with April, 1790^ may he fiMmd in this file, addressed to him fiom 
the leading Jacobins of ATignoo, Mainvidle^ Raphel, Richard, and die rest, and among 
others the following (Jtily, 1790) : "Do not abandon your woric, we entreat you. Yon, sir, 
were the first to insinre us whh a desire to be free and to demand our right to unite with 
a generous nation, from which we have been severed by fiwid.**-— As to the political mrana 
and endcements, these are always the same. CC, tor instance, this letter of a proC^;^ la 
Avignon, of Camus, addressed to him July 13, 1791 : " I have just obtained firom the com- 
mune the use of a room inside the Palace, when I can cany on my tavern business. . . . 
My fortune is based on your kindness. . . What a distance between you and myself 1" 

• •* Arddves Nationales," DXXIV. 3. Report on the events of Oct zo^ xj^t.^^nu., F\ 
3,z97. Letter of the three commisdonen to the mnniripaWty of Avignon, April az, and to the 
hlinister, May Z4, Z79Z. " The deputies of Orange ceztify that there were at least 500 French 
deserters m the Avignon aimy."— In the same reports, hfagr az and June 8: "It b not to be 
admitted timt enrolled brigands shonhi establish in asmallteziitofy, snzroonded by Fkanoa am 
all sides, die moat dangerous s ch o o l of brigandage diat ever <fiegnM)ed er pmyed vpOB Iht 
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stiH more foul and sanguinary. In order to make it perfectly 
plain that with them murder and robbery are the order of the 
day, they massacred their first general, Patrix, guilty of having 
released a prisoner, and elected in his place an old highway 
tramp named Jourdan, condemned to death by the court at 
Valence, but who had escaped on the eve of his execution, and 
who bore the nickname of Coupe-tite^ because he is said to have 
cut off the heads at Versailles of two of the King's guards.* — 
Under such a commander the troop increases until it forms a 
body of five or six thousand men, which stops people in the 
streets and forcibly enrolls them; they are called Mandrins? 
which is severe for Mandrin, because their war is not merely on 
public persons and property, as his was, but on the possessions, 
die proprieties, and the lives of private individuals. One de- 
tachment alone, at one time, extorts in Cavaillon 25,000 fi-ancs, 
in Baume 12,000, in Aubignon 15,000, in Pioline 4,800, while 
Caumont is taxed 2,000 firancs a week. At Sarrians, where the 
mayor gives them the keys, they pillage houses fi-om top to 
bottom, carry off their pltmder in carts, set fire, violate and slay 
with all the refinements of torture of so many Hurons. An old 
lady of eighty, and a paralytic, is shot at arms length, and left 
weltering in her blood in the midst of the flames. A child five 
years of age is cut in two, its mother decapitated, and its sister 
mutilated; they cut off the ears of the cUr6, set them on his 
brow like a cockade, and then cut his throat, along with that of 
a pig, and tear out the two hearts and dance around them.' 

hunum gpedes.**— Letter of M. VUlaidy, president of the Directory of the Bouches^u-Rlites 
May as. " More than two millioDS of the national p ropeit y is ejcposed to pillage and totri 
destruction by the new Mandrins who devastate this unfortunate country." — Letter of M6gl^ 
recruiting sei^geant of the La Mark regiment, ai ies te d along with two of his comrades. " The 
corps of Mandrins which arrested us set us at Kberty. . . We were arrested because we 
seAised to join them, and on our refusal we were daily threatened with the gallows." , 

> Mortimer-Teinaux, I. 379 (note on Jourdan, by Faure, deputy).— Barbaroux, "M^ 
moires " (Ed. Dauban), 393. " After the death of Patiix a general had to be elected. No- 
body wanted the place in an army that had just shown so great a lack of discipline. Jourdan 
arose and dedared that he was ready to accept the position. No reply was made. He nom* 
inated himsd^ and asked the soktien if they wanted him for geneniL One dnmkard is 
agreeable to others; they ai^>laudcd him, and he was thus proclai m ed." 

s After a famous brigand in Dauphiny, named Mandrin. — ^Tk. 

*a Andri, pastim^ and Soulier, passim, — Mercurt tU Franct^ June 4, 1791. — *' Ai chives 
Natjonaln,^ F^ 3fX97. Letter of Madame de Gabrielli, March 14, 1791. (Her house u pil- 
laged Jan. 10^ and she and her maid escape by the roo£)— Report of the municipal ofticen rA 
Tarascon, May 93. «* The troop which has entered the district pillages everything it can by 
its hands on."— Letter of the syndic-attorney of Otange, May aa. *' Last Wednesday, a 
fictle girl ten yeus of age, on her way from Cblteauoeuf to Cotutheson, was viobted )>y one 
9f dftem, and de poor child is atoiost dead." — Despatch of the three commissumcrs to th« 
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After this, for fifty days around Caipentras, to which they lay 
siege in . vain, the unprovoked, cruel instincts of the chauffeun 
manifested at a later date, the anthropophagous desires which 
sometimes reappear in convicts, and the perverted and over* 
strained sensuality found in maniacs, have full play. 

On beholding the monster it has nourished, Avignon, in alarm, 
utters cries of distress.^ But the brute, which feels its strength, 
turns against its former abettors, shows its teeth, and exacts its 
daily food. Ruined or not, Avignon must fiunish its quota. 
"In the electoral assembly, Mainvidlc die yoimger, elected 
elector, although he is only twenty-two, draws two pistols from 
his belt and struts aroimd with a threatening air.'" Duprat, the 
president, the better to master his colleagues, proposes to them 
to leave Avignon and go to Sorgues, which they reftise to do ; 
upon this he orders cannon to be brought, promises to pay those 
who will accompany him, drags along the timid, and denounces 
the rest before an upper national court, of which he himself has 
designated the members. Twenty of the electors thus denoimced 
are condemned and proscribed ; Duprat threatens to enter by 
force and have them executed on the spot, and, imder his leader- 
ship, the army of Mandrins advances against Avignon. — Its 
progress is arrested, and, for two months, restrained by the two 
mediating commissioners for France; they reduce its numbers, 
and it is on the point of being disbanded, when the brute again 
boldly seizes its prey, about to make its escape. On the 21st 
of August, Jourdan, with his herd of miscreants, obtains posses- 
sion of the palace. The municipal body is driven out, the 
mayor escapes in disguise, Tissot, the secretary, is cut down, four 
municipal officers and forty other persons are thrown into prison, 
while a number of houses belonging to the ftigitives and to priests 
are pillaged, and thus supply the bandits with their first financial 

Minister, May 3z. ** It is now fully proved by men who are p er f ec Uy reliable that the pre- 
tended patriots, said to have acted so gloriously at SanianSi are cannihals equally execrated 
bodi at Avignon and Carpentras." 

> ** Archives Nationales," letter of the Directory of the Bouches-du-Rhdne, May si, 1791.— 
Ddiberations of the Avignon municipality, associated with the notables and the ndHtaiy com- 
mittee. May 15: "The enormous expense attending the pay and food for the detadunentSL . . 
fivoed contribntiiuia. . . What is most revolting is, that those ^1^ are dtarged widi the dn^ 
aibitrarily tax die inhabitants, according as diey are deemed bad or good patriots. . . The 
monidpaHty, die military committee, and the dub of the Friends of the Constitntioa dared to 
make a protest; the p roeo ripti on against them is their recompense for dieir attadunent to dba 
Fkendi constitutioo.** 

'Letter of Bif. Boulet, fonneily phyaidan in the French ndlit'xy hospitals and BMsdierof 
iIm tfedonl aMcmblj, May ai. 
■ — ' Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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returns.^ — ^Then begins the great fiscal operation which is going 
to fill their pockets. Five men of straw, chosen by Duprat and 
his associates, compose, with L^cuyer as secretary, a provisional 
municipal body, which, taxing the town 300,000 firancs and sup- 
pressing the convents, offers the spoils of the churches for sale. 
The bells are taken down, and the hammers of the workmen 
engaged in breaking them to pieces are heard all day long. A 
strong-box fiiU of plate, diamonds, and gold crosses, left with 
the director of the Mont-de-Pi6t6, on deposit, is taken and 
carried off to the commune,- a report is spread that the val- 
uables pawned by the poor had been stolen by the municipal- 
ity, and that those "robbers had already sent away eighteen 
trunks full of them." Upon this the women, exasperated at the 
bare walls of the churches, together with the laborers in want of 
work or bread, all the common class, become fiuious, assemble 
of their own accord in the church of the Cordeliers, summon 
L^uyer to appear before them, drag him firom the pulpit and 
massacre him.' 

This time there seems to be an end of the brigand party, for 
the entire town, the populace and the better class, are against 
them, while the peasants in the coimtry shoot them down 
wherever they come across them. — ^Terror, however, supplies the 
place of numbers, and, with the 350 bravos still left to them, the 
extreme Jacobins undertake to overcome a dty of 30,000 souls. 
Mainvielle the elder, dragging along two cannon, arrives with a 
patrol, fires at a venture into the already semi-abandoned church, 
and kills two men. Duprat assembles about thirty of the towns- 
people, imprisoned by him on the 31st of August, and, in 
addition to these, about forty mechanics belonging to the Catholic 

1 *< AichhrM NatioiuJes," DXXFV. 26-03, No. 3. Nanative of what took place THtuday, 
Angnt ax, m the town of Ayignon. — ^Lettera by the mayor, Ridiard, and two othcn, Ang. 
•x.-»Letter to the preaident of the National Aasembly, Aug. as (with five itgnaturea» in dM 
MBoe of aoo fiunilies diat had taken refiige in the He de la Baitdaate). 

> '* Aichhrea Nationales," DXXIV. 3.— Letter of M. Laveme, for M. Canonge, keep« fli 
die Mon^de-Pi£t6; (The electoral aasembly of Vauduse and ^^jugt-tU-pmix had fixUddea 
Um to give this box mto any other hands.) — ^Letters of M. Mulot, mediating rmtimiirinmr, 
Gentilly les Sorgnes, Oct 14, 15, x6^ 1791.— -Letter of M. Laveme, mayor, and the mnddpai 
officers, Avignon, Jan. 6, 1793.— Statement of events occurring at Avigmm, Oct z6, 17, and 
z8 (widiout a signature, but written at once on the spot). — Official report of the provMooal 
administralan of Avignon, Oct x6.— <}erti6ed copy of the notice found posted in Avigncm in 
diflbent places this day, Oct x6 (ptx>baUy written by one of the women of the lower classy 
and shoinng what the popular feeling was). — ^A letter written to M. Mulot, Oct 13, abeady 
f- ^^ yt ^ p^ thb phrase: " finally, however little the delay in stopping their robberies and pil> 
hgingi^ miseiyaiid the ndseablewill still remain."~Testimony of Joseph Sauton, a chassnw 
Ib te pidi gMBd of AvigMO^ Oct 17 (as ay&-witness of what paaed at tho Cordalm^. 
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brotherhoods, porters, bakers, coopers, and day-laborers, two 
peasants, a beggar, a few women seized haphazard and on vague 
denunciations, one of diem, ''because she spoke ill of Madame 
Mainvielle." Jourdan supplies the executioners; the apothecary 
Mende, brother-in-law of Duprat, plies them with liquor, while 
a clerk of Toumal, the newsman, bids them ''kill all, so that 
there shall be no witnesses left." Whereupon, at the reiterated 
orders of Mainvielle, Toumal, Duprat, and Jourdan, with accom- 
paniments of indescribable lubricity,^ the massacre develops itself 
on the 1 6th of October and following days, during sixty -six 
hours, the victims being a couple of priests, three children, an 
old man of eighty, thirteen women, two of whom are pregnant, 
in all, sixty-one persons, butchered, felled to the ground, and 
then cast on top of each other into the Glacis hole, a mother 
on the body of her infant, a son on the body of his father, the 
hole being filled up with stones and covered over with quick- 
lime on accoimt of the odor.' In the mean time about a 
hundred more, killed in the streets, are pitched into the Sorgues 
canal ; five hundred fiunilies take to flight The scattered ban- 
dits retiun in a body, while the assassins who are at the head of 
them, enthroned by murder, organise for the benefit of their new 
band a legal sjrstem of brigandage, against which nobody defends 
himself' 

These are the fiiends of the Jacobins of Aries and MarseiUes, 
the men of good-standing before whom M. d'Antonelle appears 
and makes a speech in the cathedral at Avignon.^ These are 
the pure patriots, who, with their hands in the till and their feet 
in gore, caught in the act by a French army, the mask torn off 
through a scrupulous investigation, universally condemned by 

1 Audr6, IL 6a. Dcporitioo of la RjOapiole.— Death of the gU Ajmtt and flf IfwrtiW 
X%iel and Crouset— De Danunaitin, IL a. 

» " Atdures Narionwlct/' /M£, teport on the erentt of Oct i6. " Two ayoni \A m\ M wwa 
killed, which pcores that a oonnteMevohitioo had nothbg to do with b. . • Sis flf iIm 
Biunidpal oflken were amMbated. They had been eiected acoovdng to the tannt of tba 
decree: they were tha fruit of the popidar will at the ootbceak of the RsvofaitkiB; dMy wwe 
accordingly potriota."— Bodies et Rome, XII. 4aa— Official report of dw conmona of AH- 
gnon, on the events of Oct s6. 

•*'AidiivesNationaIas,''DXXiy.3. DespatdM of the dffl oonmiMiaDSia depotnl by 
Fnuice (Means. Beauregard, Lecesne» and Chanpfao) to the IfinlMar, Jan. 8, 179a. (Aloac 
end admirable letter, in which die difierenoe between the two parties is nwhihited, su pport e d 
by fects, in refutation of tha rahimnies of Dupiat Tbo o p p ieMed poity is c o mp os ed oot oa 
toyaUsts, but of contti t utiffnaKst s ) 

« ''Archives Natiooaki^'' F% 3,177. Pespalchsi of the duia Bowiiiipmn Apdl ap 
May 4 18, and si. . . 
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the emancipated electors, also by the deliberate verdict of the 
new mediating commissioners,^ axe comprehended in the amnesty 
proclaimed by the Legislative Assembly a month before their 
last crime. — The sovereigns of the Bouches-dtt-Rh6ney however^ 
do not regard the release of their friends and allies as a favor , 
something more than pardon and forgetfulness must be awarded 
to the mm-derers of the Glacis. On the 29th of April, 1792, 
Rebecqui and Bertin, the vanquishers of Aries, enter Avignon ^ 
along with a cortege, at the head of which are from thuty to 
forty of the princ^)al murderers whom the Legislative Assembly 
its^ had ordered to be recommitted to prison, Duprat, Main- 
vieQe, Toumal, Mende, then Jourdan in the uniform of a com- 
manding general crowned with laurel and seated on a white 
horse, and, lastly, the dames Duprat, Mainvielle and Toumal, in 
dashing style, standing on a sort of triumphal chariot; during 
the procession the cry is heard, ''The Glad^e will be full this 
time ! " — On their approach the public functionaries fly ; twelve 
hundred persons abandon the town. Forthwith each terrorist, 
under the protection of the Marseilles bayonets, resumes his 
office, like a man at the head of his household. Raphel, the 
former judge, along with his derk, both with warrants of arrest 
against them, publicly officiate, while the relatives of the poor vic- 
tipis slain on the i6th of October, and the witnesses that appeared 
on the trial, are threatened in the streets ; one of them is killed, 
and Jourdan, king of the department for an entire year, begins 
over again on a grand scale, at the head of the National Guard, 
and afterwards of the police body, the same performance which, 
on a small scale, he pursued under the ancient r6gime, when, 
with a dozen ''armed and mounted'' brigands, he traversed the 
highways, forced open lonely houses at night, and, in one 
chiteau alone, stole 24,000 francs. 

> Three tmadred and tfairtT-fire w it neee ej teetiSed during lb* tikL— De Dammaitin, L a66. 
hliy of the IVcnch anny into Avignon, Not. 16^ 1 791. "AOwlio were rich, excepts Toy 
MmD nanbcr» had taken flight or perished. The beet homes were all empty or doeed.**^ 
Ufff***** far a new munici p a W ty were-hdd Nor. 96. 1791. Cot of a^sSj active dticent. 
Mayor Leviem dt Lavenie obtains 3,937 votes, while die mun i ci pal oflBoer lowest on tb* 
hfl^ has 1,800. All are constitntionalists and consenrattves. 

* "Archives NatJonales," F', 3,196. Oflkial report of Augier and Fabre, adminSstratoR 
of the Boucbes^lo-RhAne, Avignon, May xi, XT^.^McnUtur^ XIL 313. Report of th« 
MiaiMer of Justice^ May 5.— OCII. 334. Petition of forty inha bita n ts of Avignon, May ^.^ 
XIL 334. Oflidal leport of Pinet, c ommiss io n er of the Dr^roe, sent to Avignon.— XII. 354 
Report of Bl Chassajgnac and other papers. May io.~OCI. 741 Letter of the civil oonaals 
iioaef% also of dia AvigBon lamiic^ pa Jity , March 33. 
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V. 

\ / Thus is the Jacobin conquest effected. Up to the 17 th of April, 
^ 1792, through acts of violence almost equal to those we have just 
described, it spreads over more than twenty departments and^ 
through less aggravated ones, over the other sixty.* The com- 
position of the parties is the same everywhere. On one side are 
the irresponsible of all conditions, " dissipators who, having con- 
sumed their own patrimony, cannot tolerate that of another, men 
without property to whom disorder is a door open to wealth and 

^^^public office, the envious, the ungrateful whose obligations to their 
benefactors a day of revolution cancels, the hot-headed, all those 
enthusiastic innovators who preach reason with a dagger in their 
hand, the indigent, the brutal and the wretched of the lower 
class who, possessed by one leading anarchical idea, one example 
of immunity, with the law dumb and the sword in the scabbard, 
are stimulated to dare all things." On the other side are the 
steady-goin g, peaceable class, minding their own business, common- 
place in mind and sensibilities, "enervated by the habits arising 
from security and from constant contentment, surprised at any un- 
foreseen disturbance and trying to find out what the matter is, sep- 
arated from each other by diversity of interests, opposing only tact 

* " The French Revolution," VoL L pp. 344-352, on the tukx^jacqutrU^ everywhere man. 
aged by the Jacobins. Two or three traits show iu spirit and coune of action. (*' ArdiiTes 
Nationales," F^ 3,aoa. Letter of the Directory of the district of Aurillac, March 27, 1793, 
with official rqxnts.) '* On the aoth of March, about forty brigands, calling themselves patri- 
ots and friends of the constitution, force honest and worthy but very poor citizens in nine or 
ten of the houses of Ci4>eUe-Viscamp to give them money, generally five francs each person, 
and sometimes ten, twenty, and fi>rty francs." Others tear down or pillage the chAteaux of 
Rooesqne, Rode, Marool^ and Vitrac and drag the mtuiicipal officers along widi them. 
** We, the mayor and munidpol officers of the parish of Vitrac, held a meeting yesterday, 
March aa, foDowing the example of our ndghtKxing parishes on the occasion of the demolition 
of the ch#««^"»- We marched at the bead of our national guard and that of Salvetat to the 
said chAteau. We began by hoisting the national flag and to demolish. . . The national 
guard of Boisset, eating and drinking without stint, entered the ch&teau and behaved in the 
most brutal manner: for whatever they found in their way, whether docks, mirras, doon» 
clothes-presses, and finally documents, all were made way with. They even tent offfiNtj ol 
die men to a patriotic village in the vidnity. They forced the inmates of every home to giv« 
them money, and those who refused were threatened with death." Besides dik die "—***»*? 
guard <^ Boisset carried oflTthe furniture of the ch&teau. — ^There is somrrWng burieaqoe in tlic 
conflicts of the municipalities with the Jacobin expeditions (letter of die mmrfdpal officen ol 
Cottines to the Directory of Sl Louis, March 26). " We are very glad to inform you that 
diere is a crowd in our parish, amongst which are many bekmging to nei^iboring parishes; 
and that they have visited the house of sieur Tossy and a sum of money of whadi we do not 
know the amount is demanded, and that they will not leave without that sum so that they can 
have something to live on, these people bsing assembled solely to maintain the oonatkiidn 
and give greater 6dat to the law." 
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and caution to persevering audacity in defiance of legitimate 
means, unable either to make up their mind or to remain inactive, 
perplexed over sacrifices just at the time when the enemy is go- 
ing to render it mapossible to make any in the future, in a word, 
bringing effeminacy and egoism to bear against the passions in 
their greatest freedom, against fierce poverty and hardened im- 
morality." * — The issue of the conflict is everywhere the same. In 
each town or canton an aggressive squad of unscrupulous fanatics 
and resolute adventurers imposes its rule over a sheep-like ma- 
jority which, accustomed to the regularity of an old civilization, 
dares neither disturb order for the sake of putting an end to dis- 
order, or get together a mob to put down another mob. — Every- 
where the Jacobin principle is the same. " Your system," says 
one of the department Directories to them,^ " is to act imperturb- 
ably on all occasions, even after a constitution is established, and 
the limitations to power are fixed, as if the empire would always 
be in a state of insurrection, as if you were clothed with a dic- 
tatorship essential for the city's salvation, as if you were clothed 
with full power in the name of public safety." — Everywhere are 
Jacobin tactics the same. At the outset they assume to have a 
monopoly of patriotism and, through the brutal destruction of 
other clubs, they are the only visible organ of public opinion. 
The voice of their coterie, accordingly, seems to be the voice of 
the people ; their control is established on that of the legal au- 
thories; they have taken the lead through persistent and irresisti- 
ble encroachments ; their usurpation is consecrated by exemption 
firom punishment. 

> Mercurt dt FroMctt numbtn for Jan. i and 14, 1799 (articles by Mallet-Dupan).— '* Ar- 
cfatves Nationales," F ', 3,185, 3,x86u Letter of the president of the district of Laon (Aiane) 
to the Minister, Feb. 8, 1792 : " With respect to the nobles and priests, any mention of diem 
M trying to sow discord among us is to desire to be frightened. All they ask is tnuiqiiinity 
and the regular payment of their pensions." — ^De Dammaitin, II. 63 (on the evamafkm ot 
Aries, April, 1793). On the illegal approach of the MarMilles anny, M. de Dammartin, mil> 
kary commander, orders the Arlesiaxm to rise in a body. Nobody comes forwaxd. Wiw 
hide away their husbands' guns in the night Only one hundred vdonteets are finmd to Mt 
with the regular troops. 

*'* Archives Naticmales," F^ 3,aa4- Speech of M. St Amans, Tice-president of tlM 
Directory of Lot-et-Garonne, to the mayor of Tonnems, April ao ; letter of the syndic- ttttu e y - 
general to M. Roland, minister, April sa : ** According to the principles of the mayor of Too- 
neins, all resistance to him is aristocratic, his doctrine being that all property-ownos avt 
aristocrats. You can readily perceive, sir, that he is not one of them." — Dabds, fonnedf • 
Benedictine and now a Protestant minister. — Act of the Directory against the munk^MllJ if 
Tonneins, April 13. The latter appeals to the Legislative Assembly. The mayor and oa« m 
the municqial counsellois appear in its name (May 19) at the bar of the Aaaendily; 

lioogle 
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' r^lAmong aD the agents, good or bad, constituted or not con- 
stituted, that alone governs which is inviolable. Now, the club, 
for a long time, has been too much accustomed to domineering, 
to annoying, to persecuting, to wreaking vengeance, for any lo- 
cal administration to regard it in any other light than as invio- 
lable."* It accordingly governs and its indirect influence is 
promptly transformed into direct authority. — Voting alone, oi 
almost alpne, in the primary meetings, which are deserted oi 
under constraint, the Jacobins easily choose the municipal bod> 
and the officers of the National Guard.* After this, through 
the mayor, who is their tool or their accomplice, they have the 
legal right to laungh- or arrest the entire armed force and they 
avail themselves of it]^T wo obstacles still stand in their way. On 
the one hand, however conciliatory or timid the Directory of the 
district or department may be, elected as it is by electors of the 
second degree, it usually contains a fair proportion of well-inform- 
ed men, comfortably off, interested in keeping order, and less in- 
clined than the municipality to put up with gross violations of the 
law. Consequendy they denounce it to the National Assem- 
bly as an unpatriotic and anti-revolutionary centre of "bour- 
geoise aristocracy." | Sometimes, as at Brest,' they shamefuUy 
disobey orders whicM are perfectly legal and proper, often re- 
peated and strictiy formal ; afterward, still more shameftdly, they 
demand of the Minister if^ '* placed in the cruel alternative of 
giving offence to the hierarchy of powers, or of leaving the com- 
monwealth in danger, they ought to hesitate." Sometimes, as at 
Arras, they impose themselves illegally on the Directory in session 
and browbeat it so insolendy as to make it a point of honor with 

> "Archhm Narionafat," F^ 3,198. Letter of M. DdMraf^es, one of tlie three '^"■"Ht- 
eionen eent bjr the Natkmel AeMmbly and tfaeUng, Nov. 9, 1791 (a^rnpot of the MaraeDlee 
dttb). ''Thb dub hat quite recently obtained from the Directory of the depaiti^ 
moet conmrmpfiMft aH^ation, an order reqiiiiing <^ M. de Coiocy, deutenant.general at Tou- 
lon, to send the admirable Emect regiment out of MarMiIles, and NL de Coin^ hat yidded." 

* For inatanoe(GailloadeMontl£on,"M^moires pour serviril'liisfcoirede Lyon,** L 109), 
die genenl in command of die nafinnal guard of this large town in 1799 is Jufllard, a poor 
siDt-weaver of the fimbouig of the Giande C6te, a fbnner sddier. 

• " Ardiives Nationales,** F^ 3,ax5, aflUr of Plabennec (very curious, showing tlio tynin. 
nical spirit of the JaooUns and die good dispostttoo at bottom of the Catholic peasantry). - 
The commune of Brest despatches against that of Plabennec 400 men, with two cannon ant? 
comndasiooen cLoeen by the dub.— Innumerable documents, among them: Petition of 150 
active dtisens of Brest, May 16, 1791. Ddiberatioas of the coundl-genenU and commune or 
Biest, May zy. Letter of the Directory of the district. May ^^ (very doqnent). Ddibera 
tions of the munidpaltty of Plabennec, May 20. Letter of die mimidpaily of Brest to tht 
Minister, May st. Deliberationa of the department Dnectoiy, Juae z^ . 
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the latter to solicit its own suspension.^ Sometimes, as at Figeac, 
they summon an administrator to their bar, keep him standing 
three-quarters of an hour, seize his papers and oblige him, for fear 
of something worse, to leave the town.* Sometimes, as at Auch, 
they invade the Directory's chambers, seize the administrators by * 
the throat, pound them with their fists and clubs, drag the presi- 
dent by the hair, and, after a good deal of trouble, grant him his 
life.^-#-On the other hand, the gendarmerie and the troops brought 
for the suppression of riots, are always in the way of those who stir 
up the rioters. Consequently, they expel, corrupt and, especially, 
purify the gendarmerie together with the troops./ At Cahors they 
drive out a brigadier of the gendarmerie, "alleging that he keeps 
company with none but aristocrats."^ At Toulouse, without 
mentioning the lieutenant-colonel, whose life they threaten by 
anonymous letters and oblige to leave the town, they transfer the 
whole corps to another district imder the pretence that "its prin- 
ciples are adverse to the Constitution," * At Auch, and at Rennes, 
through the insubordination which they provoke among the men, 
they extort resignations from their officers. At Perpignan, by 
means of a riot which they foment, they seize, beat and drag to 
prison, the commandant and staff whom they accuse "of wanting 
to bombard the town with five pounds of powder."* — Meanwhile, 

1 Mortiiaer-Tematuc, II. 376 (sessioa of the Directory of the P&a-du-Calais, July 4, 1793). 
The pefirion, agned by 227 inhabttants of Anas, is presented to the Directoxy by Robeq^erro 
the younger and Geofifroy. The adnunistraton are treated as impostore, conspiraton, etc.» 
whale the president, listening to these refinements, says to his ooOeagnes: "Gentlenien, let tia 
■t down ; we can attend to insults ntdng as wdl as standing." 

> " ArchiYes Nationales," F', 3,933. Letter of M. Val^, syndio«ttomey of the depart- 
ment, April 4, 179a- 

•"Archives Nationales," F^ 3,330w Extract from the deliberetioos of the department 
Directory and letter to the king, Jan. 38, 1799.— Letter of M. Lafiteati, president of the Direo* 
tory, Jan. yx (The mob is composed of from five to six hundred penoos. The president it 
wounded on the forehead by a sword-cut and obliged to leave the town.) Feb. 30, following 
ids, a deputy of the department denounces the Directory as unpatriotic. 

« "Archives Nationales," F', 3,333. Letter of M. de RioUe, coloDd of die gendarmerie, 
fan. 19, X793. — "One hundred members of die club Friends of Liberty" come and request 
dii farisadier^s discharge. On die following day, after a mnrdng of the same club, " four 
hundred persons betake themsdves to the barracks to send off or <t» il Bimlnatr the brigadier." 

•"Archives Nadonales," F', 3,319. Lett e r of M. SdnfidI, Toolouie, March 4, 1792.^ 
Lettor of the department Dfaectory, March 14. 

• "Archives Natk>nales," F^ 3,339. Letter of M. de NaiboQM, niiiisler, to his colleague 
M. Gahier, Feb. 3, 2792. —"The municipality of Auch has p en uaded the under-officers and 
■oldieis of the xst battalion that their chie& were making preparatioo to withdraw."— The 
nme with the municipality and dub of the Navarrdns. "AH the officers except three have 
been obHged to leave and send b their resignations." — F^ 3,335. The same to the same, 
Mardi 8. — ^The municipaUt>' of Rennes orders, the arrest of CoL de Savignac, and four othei 
officen. Mtrcurt dt Freuutt Feb. 18, 1792. De Dammartin, L 830; IL 70 (aiffidrs of Lmw 
dai^ Lonteibourg, and Avignon). ^^ 
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through i}^tjacquefi€^ which they let loose fix)m the Dordogne to 
Aveyron, from Cantal to the Pyrenees and the Var, under the 
pretence of punishing the relatives of imigris and the abettors 
of unsworn priests, they create an army of their own made 
up of robbers and the needy who, in anticipation of the exploits 
of the coming revolutionary army, freely kill, bum, pillage, ran- 
som and prey at large on the defenceless flock of proprietors of 
every class and degree.^ 

In this operation each club has its neighbors for allies, ofiering 
to them or receiving from them oflers of men and money. That 
of Caen tenders its assistance to the Bayeux association for 
hunting out unsworn priests, and to help the patriots of the place 
"to rid themselves of the tyranny of their administrators."* 
That of Besan9on declares the three administrative bodies of 
Strasbourg "unworthy of the confidence with which they have 
been honored," and openly enters into a league with all the clubs 
of the Upper and Lower Rhine, to set firee a Jacobin arrested 
as a fomenter of insurrections.' Those of the Puy-de-D6me and 
neighboring departments depute to and establish at Clermont a 
central dub of direction and propagandism.^ Those of the 
Bouches-du-Rhdne treat with the commissioners of the depart- 
ments of Drdme, Gard, and H^rault, to watch the. Spanish 
frontier, and send delegates of their own to see to the state <A 

1 «The French Rerolutioii," L 344 and fbllowfag pages. Many odier fiicts ooold \m 
addad to those dted in this Tohune.^" Arcfaive» Nationafa^*' F^, 3,919. Letterof M. Ndl^ 
administxator of HautB-Gaxonne, Feb. 97, 179a. ** The oooatitutional priests and the chib of 
the canton of MoDtestruc suggested to the faihaWfants that all die abettonof nnswooi priests 
and <^ aristocrats should be pot toiansom and laid under contribution . **<— CC ', 3>x93» (At^t- 
lon), F». 3.97X (Tam), etc. 

> "Archives Natiooales,** F^ 3,soa Letter of the synAc-attorney of Bayenz, May 14, 
1793, and letter of the Boyenx Directocy, May ax. '*The dubs should be schools of pati^ 
otism; they have become the terror of it If this scandalous struggle against the kw and 
legitimate authority does not soon cease libexty, a constitution, and safeguards for the Fkench 
people win no longer exist** 

s « Archives Nationales,*'F', 3,953. Letters of the Directory of the Bas-Rhin, April 96^ 
X799, and of Dietrich, Biayor of Strasbomg, May 8. (The Strasbourg dub had pubfidy 
invited the dtisens to take up arms, "to vigorously pursue priests and adrntmstiatorB.**)— 
Letter of the Besan^n dub to M. Dietrich, May 3. ** If the Constitution depended on tha 
patriotism or the poifidy of a few magistrates in one department, like that of the Bas-Rhi^ 
for instance, we ought pay you some attention, and all Uie freemen of the empire would thes 
stoop to cntfli you." — ^l*faMSiefore the Jacobin dubs of the Upper and Lower Rhine send Aran 
deputies to the Paris dub. 

^M^mHtur, XIL 558, May 19, 1793. "Letter addressed through patriotic JoomaBsli •• 
an dubs of the Friends of the Coosdtuticm by the patriotic central society, fenaed it Ckm 
•OB^FenaBd.** (Tfaitre is the same centralisation between Lyons and Pnrrtwurr) 
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the fortifications of Figuitees.' — ^There is no reootirse to the crim- 
inal tribunals. In forty departments, these are not yet installed , 
in the forty-three others, they are cowed, silent, or lack money 
and men to enforce their decisions.* V' A 

I Such is the foundation of the Jacobin State, a confederation 
of twelve hundred oligarchies, which manoeuvre their proletariat 
clients in obedience to the word of command despatched from 
Paris. It is a complete, organized, active State, with its central 
government, its armed force, its official joiunal, its regular corre- 
spondence, its declared policy, its established authority, and its 
representative and local agents ; the latter are actual administra- 
tors alongside of administrations which are abolished, or athwart 
administrations which are brought under subjection.— In vain do 
the latest ministers, good clerks and honest men, try to fulfiU 
their duties; their injunctions and remonstrances are only so 
much waste paper.^ They resign in despair, declaring that, ''in 
this overthrow of all order, . . . in the present weakness 
of the public forces, and in the degradation of the constituted 
authoririesi ... it is impossible for them to maintain the 
Hfe and energy of the vast body, the members of which are 
paralysed." — ^When the roots of a tree are laid bare, it is easy to v 
cut it down ; now that the Jacobins have severed them, a push ^ 
on the trunk suffices to bring the tree to the ground. / N 

■"Archivw Natknales," F', 3,198. Report of CommiMioiMn Beftin and Rebecqud, 
•Apdl 3b 179a.— C£ Dumouries, book IL ch. v. The dub at Nantes wants la send conunis- 
slonen to inspect the foundries of the He d'Indrette. 

^MmUmrt X. 49% Report of M. Cahier, Minister of the Interior* Feb^ i8» 1799. " In 
aO die departments fiteedom of worship has been more or less violated. . . Those who 
hold power are died before the tribunabof the people as then: enemies."— On the radical and 
In cieaabg powerlessness of tlie King and his ministers, Of MomUmr^ XL is (Dec. 31* 1791), 
letter of tfie AGnislerof Finances.— XII. aoo (April S3» Z799)» report of the Ifinisler of the 
Interior.— XIII. 53 (Jal]r 4, 1799), letter of the Minister of Justice. 

s Mortimer-Temanx, IL 369. Letter of the Directory of the fTawri rjfr<jiitfii, Jane %^ 
1792.— '*Archi▼csNatioaalss»''F^3,aoo. Letter of the Directory of Gshradoa to the Ml»- 
kterofthelnteiiar, Aiif. 3. ""We are not agents of the king or his miniBteri.''--JfMdSfeMr, 
XIII. ip3. DedaralioB efM.de Joly, nunister, in the name of his ooUsaguea (■nwion of 
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Prkvious to this the tree was so shaken as to be already totter- 
Vig at its base. — Reduced as the King's prerogative is, the 
jacobins still continue to contest it, depriving him of even its 
shadow. At the opening session they refuse to him the titles of 
Sire and Majesty; to them he is not, in the sense of the consti- 
^' tution, a hereditary representative of the French people, but "a 
high functionary," that is to say, a mere employee, fortunate 
enough to sit in an equally good chair alongside of the president 
of the Assembly, whom they style "president of the nation."* 
The Assembly, in their eyes, is sole sovereign, "while the other 
powers," says Condorcet, "can act legitimately only when 
specially audiorised by a positive law; the Assembly may do 
anything that is not formally prohibited to it by the law,"* in 
other words, interpret the constitution, then chaqge it, take it to 
pieces, and do away with it. Consequently, in defiance of the 
constitution, it takes upon itself the initiation of war, and, on 
rare occasions, on the King using his veto, it sets this aside, or 

> Jlf^miUttr, X. 39 and fbUowing pages (sosioin of Oct 5 and 6» 1791). Speeches hy 
Cbaboc, Coothon, Leqtiuuo» and Vergniaud.— ifmnmr dSr />«Mcr, Oct 15. Speech by 
Rdbesi^enre, May t7, 179a *< The king b not the nation's repteaeaiatlveb bnt its ckric. '* 
Ct Ernest HaoMl, «* Vie de Robespiene.** 

« M^nHmr, XIII. 97 ( w ssion of Jnly 6, 179s) ^ , 
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allows it to be set aside.' In vain he rejects, as he has a legal 7 
right to do, the decrees which sanction the persecution of . 
unsworn ecclesiastics, which confiscate the property of the emi- 
grgs, and which establish a camp around Paris. At the sugges- ^ 
tion of the Jacobm deputies,* the unsworn ecclesiastics are put^P 
on the limits, expelled, or imprisoned by the municipalities and 
Directories ; the estates and mansions of the imigrh and of their 
relatives are abandoned without resistance to the jacqueries; the 
camp around Paris is replaced by the summoning of the Feder- 
ates to Paris. In short, the monarch's sanction is eluded or 
dispensed with. — ^As to his ministers, "they are merely clerks of 
the Legislative Body decked with a royal leash." ^ In full 
session they are maltreated, reviled, grossly insulted, not merely 
as lackeys of bad character, but as confirmed malefactors. They 
are interrogated at the bar of the house, forbidden to leave Paris 
before their accounts are examined ; their papers are overhauled; 
their most guarded expressions and most meritorious acts are 
held to be criminal; denunciations against them are provoked; 
their subordinates are incited to rebel against them ; * committees 
to watch them and caluminate them are appointed; the perspec- 
tive of a scaffold is placed before them in every relation, acts or 

> Bucbex et Roux, XIIL 61, Jan. s8, 2793. The King in his nsoally mild way calls tho 
attention of the Assembly to the usurpation it is committing. " The fonn adopted by you is 
open to tsqrartant observations. I shall not extend these to-day ; the gravity of the situation 
'H"****** tbax I concern myadf much more with maintaining harmonious sentiments than 
vith oootinually discussing my ri^ts." 

'Sansay, IL 99. Letter of the deputy Vemerey to the Directory of Doubs: "The Direc< 
tory of the dqwrtment may always act with the greatest severity against the seditious, and, 
^Msrt from die artide rdating to their pensa(m, fi>llow the track maxked out in the decree. If 
the ezecothre desires to impede the operations of the Directory ... the latter has its recourse 
ia the Nadooal Assembly, which in all probability will afibrd tt a shelter against ministerial 
attacks."-^M'i9M£flnfr, XIL aoa (session of April 23). Report of Roland, Minister of the 
interior. Already at this date forty-two departments had CKpcUcd nnswom eodesiBStics or 
put them on the limits. 

* Mtrturt de Fnmet, Feb. 05. 

^MomteuTt X. 440 (session of Nor. a% X79i)« A letter of M. Soudion, Director of llie 
Mint at Paris, is read, "complaining of an arbhraiy onleiv tiut of the Sinister of the In- 
lerior, to report himself at Pau on the asth of this mondi, under peiudty of dismissal** 
fanard supports the charge: '*M. Southon," he aaya» ^^is here at woric on a very circum- 
stantial denunciation of the Minister of the Interior. [Applause from the galleries.] If dti- 
seoa who are sealous enough to malce war <» abuses are sent back to their departments we 
shall never have denunciations." [The appkuse is renewed. ]— /foVf., X. 504 (session of Nov 
ag). Speech by Isnard: "Our ministen must know that we are not fuUy satisfied with the 
conduct of each of them [repeated applause] ; that henceforth they must simply choose 
between public gratitude and the vengeance of the law, and that our understanding of the 
word rt^9ntihiUty is death. " [The applause is renewed. )— The Assembly orders this speech 
is be psioled and sent into the depaxtments.— C£ XIL 73, 138, etc. 
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threats of accusation being passed against them, as well as against 
tlicir agents, on the shallowest pretexts, accompanied with such 
miserable quibbling,^ and such an evident falsification of facts 
^and texts that the Assembly, forced by the evidence, twice 
everses its hasty decision, and declares tiiose innocent whom it 
had condemned the evening before.* Nothing is of any avail, 
neither their strict fulfillment of the law, their submission to the 
committees of the Assembly, nor their humble attitude before 
the Assembly itself; " they are careful now to treat it politely and 
avoid the galleys."^ — But this does not suffice. They must 
become Jacobins ; otherwise the high court of Orleans will be 
for them as for M. Delessart, the ante-room to the bagnio and 
the guillotine. "Terror and dismay," says Vergniaud, pointing 
with his finger to the Tuileries, " have often issued in the name 
of despotism in ancient times firom that famous palace ; let them 
to-day go back to it in the name of law."* 

Even with a Jacobin Minister, terror and dismay are perma- 
nent. Roland, Clavi^es, and Servan not only do not shield the 
King, but they give him up, and, under their patronage and with 
their connivance, he is more victimised, more harassed, and more 
vilified than ever before. Their partisans in the Assembly take 
turns in traducing him, while Isnard proposes against him a most 
insolent address.^ Shouts of death are uttered in front of his 
palace. An abb^ or soldier is unmercifully beaten and dragged 
into the Tuileries basin. One of the gunners of the Guard 
reviles the queen like a fish woman, and exclaims to her, " How 
glad I should be to clap your head on the end of my bayonet 1 " • 

^MmtUur^ XI. 603. (Searioo of March xa Speech by Brissot, to secure a decree of aoG» 
•Btioo against M. Delessart, Minister of Foreign Affiurs.) M. Delessart is a "perfidious 
■um," for having stated in a despatch that " the Constituti<Hi, with the great nugotitjr of dM 
nation, has become a sort of relig^ which is embraced with the greatest enthusiasm.'' 
Brissot denounces diese two expressions as inadequate and anti-patriotic.'W<Mi£, XII. 43S 
(session k& May ao). Speech by Guadet: " Larinbi^ iht Jug^-dg'^aixt has oooTicted h&n- 
ttilci the basest and most atrodoos of passions, in having desired to usurp the power which 
the Constitution has placed in the hands of the Natbnal Assembly."— I do not believe that 
Laubardemont himadf could have composed anything equal to these two qweches.— C£ XIL 
•6a (session of May 33). Speech by Brissot and one by Gonsonn^ on the Austrian '■<*«"«i»it- 
fee. The feeUeness and absurdity of their argument is incredible. 

*Affiurs of the Minister Duport-Dutertre and of the Ambassador to Vienna, M. de NoalBai. 

* Mtrcmre de Fratict, Mardi io» 1793. 

* MetdttuTt XI. 607 (session of March 10). 

* JfMrft^MT, XIL 396 (session of May 25). Isnard'saddretsistbegroand-plHiof Rofaadrii 
famoiialetter.— <:£ patthH^ the sessions of the Assembly during the GimidiK Brinfaliy, m^^ 
dally those of May 19 and ao^ June 5, etc. 

•Dunonifa^ •'Mteoiia^'' book iL dL vi 
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— ^The King is supposed to be broken down under this double 
oressure of the Legislative Body and the street ; they rely on his 
accustomed docility, or, at least, on his radical inertia; they 
think that they have converted him into what Condorcet once^^ 
demanded, a signature machine.^ Consequendy, without notif^^B 
ing him, just as if the throne were vacant, Servan, on his owl^r 
authority, proposes to the Assembly the camp around Paris. 
Roland, for his part, reads to him at a full meeting of the council 
an arrogant, pedagogical remonstrance, scrutinising his senti- 
ments, informing him of his duties, calling upon him to accept the 
new "religion," to sanction the decree against unsworn ecclesi- 
astics, that is to say, to condemn to beggary, imprisonment, and 
transportation 70,000 priests and nims guilty of orthodoxy, and 
authorise the camp around Paris, which means, to put his throne, 
his person, and his family at the mercy of 20,000 madmen, chosen 
by the clubs and other assemblages expressly to do him harm ; ^ in 
short, to discard at once his conscience and his common sense. — 
Strange enough, the royal will this time remains staunch. The 
King not only refuses to do this, but he dismisses his ministers. 
So much the worse for him, for sign he must, cost what it will ; 
if he insists on remaining athwart their path, they will march 
over him. — Not because he is dangerous, and thinks of abandon- 
ing his legal immobility. Up to the loth of August, through a 
dread of action, and not to kindle a dvil war, he rejects all plans 
leading to an open rupture. Up to the very last day he resigns 
himself, even when his personal safety and that of his family is 
at stake, to constitutional law and public common sense. Before 
dismissing Roland and Servan, he desires to furnish some striking 
proof of his pacific intentions by sanctioning the dissolution of his 
guard and disarming himself not only for attack but for defence ; 
henceforth he sits at home and awaits the insurrection with which 
he is daily menaced ; he resigns himself to everything, except 
drawing his sword ; his attitude is that of a Christian in the 
amphitheatre.' 

> "Letter of a young medumician," proposmg to make a coostitutioiial long, which, "by 
aieaiis of a spring, would receive from the hands of the i»esident of the Assembly a list of 
■Juisl e is designated by the majority " (1791). 

*Momieur, XI. 496 (session of May 19). Speech by Lasource: "Could not things be so 
■nanged as to have a coosideraUe force near enough to the capital to terrify and keep inactive 
(he factions, the intriguers, the traitors who are plotting petfidious plans in its bosom, coined 
isat with the maocenvres of outside cmrmits? " 
> yMaliniJ)igtib **Ukatkm:* L ya. Lome rf If ilwir, Jont 19. "TUUivkadA 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ^ 



14:1 THE REVOLUTION. book iv 

The proposition of a camp around Paris, however, draws out 
a protest from 8,000 Paris National Guards. Lafayette de- 
nounces to the Assembly the usurpations of the Jacobins ; the 
«iau:tion sees that its reign is threatened by this uprousal and the 
mion of the friends of order. A blow must be struck. This 
las been in preparation for a month past, and to renew l^e days 
of October 5th and 6th, the materials are not lacking. / 

\ II. 

^ Paris alwa3rs has its interloping, floating population. A hundred 
lousand of the needy, one-third of these from the departments, 
beggars by race," those whom R6tif de la Bretonne had already 
seen pass his door. Rue de Bi^vre, on the 13th of July, 1789, 
on their way to join their fellows on the faubourg St Antoine,^ 
along with them " those frightful raftsmen," pilots and dock-hands, 
bom and brought up in the forests of the Niivre and the Yonne, 
actual savages accustomed to wielding the pick and the axe, be- 
having like cannibals when the opportunity offers,' and who will be 
found foremost in the ranks when the September days come; 
alongside of these stride their female companions '' barge- women 
who, soured by toil, see nothing, like animals, but the place and the 
time," and who, three months earlier, pillaged the grocer-shops.' 
All this "is a formidable crowd which, every time that it stirs, 
seems to declare tliat the last day of the rich and the well-to-do 
has come and that our turn comes to-morrow when we shall all 
sleep on down." — Still more alarming is the attitude of the steddy 
workmen, especially in the faubourgs, teread is not so dear as on 

and perfectly resigned. On the zptfahewrote tohis conftacor: *Come, sir; oeverhavelhad 
■o much need of your consolations. I am done widi men; I must no«r turn my eyes to 
heaven. Sad events are announced for to-moiTow. I shall have courage.' "—" Letters d« 
Coral an ProposaUe de Smyme" (translated by M. de Queux de Ste. Hilaire, p. Z4S» May z :) 
" The court is in pexil every moment Do not be suiprised if I write you SMne day ^Sbax this 
unhappy king and Us wife are assassinated." 

> Raif de la Bietonne, «*Nnits de Paris," VoL XVI. (analysed by Lacroix in *< Biboothiqoe 
de lUtif de la Bretonne " ).— R^tif is die man in Paris who Uved the most in tiie streets and 
had the most infiercoune with the low dass. 

"* Archives Nationales," F', 3.276. Letter from the Directory of Oamecy, Bfarch ay, 
and oflkial report of the dvil commissioners, March 31, 179a, on die riot of the raftsmen. 
Tkacu, thdr captain, armed with a cudgel tea feet long, compelled quiet people to march 
aloiig with him, direatening to knock them down : he tried to get the head of Peynier, tiie 
cleric of the * aris dealers in wood " I shall have a good supper to^iight," he exdaimed; 
"for the head of that b Peynier is a fat one, and I'll sdck it in my pott ** 

•Lettien of Coral, p. ia6. " This pillaging has lasted three days, Jan. as^ ag^ mi 9^ aai 
wm expect from hour to hour samihur riots still more terrible.'* 
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the 5th of October, but there is greater impoverishment.)* The pro- 
tluLtioii of articles of luxury is at a standstill for three years, while 
the artisan out of employment has consumed his small savings. 
Since the ruin of St. Domingo and the pillaging of grocers* sho] 
colonial products are dear ; the carpenter, the mason, the l 
smith, the market-porter, no longer has his early cup of coff< 
while they grumble every morning at the thought of their patriot- 
ism being rewarded by an increase of privations. 

But more than all this they are now Jacobins, and after nearly 
three years of preaching, the dogma of popular sovereignty has 
taken deep root in their imoccupied brains. " In these groups," 
writes a police commissioner, " the Constitution is held to be use- 
less and the people alone are the law. The citizens of Paris on 
the public square think themselves the people, populus^ what we 
call the universality of citizens."* — It is of no use to tell them 
that, alongside of Paris, there is a France. Danton has shown 
them that the capital "is composed of citizens belonging one way 
or another to the eighty-three departments ; that it has a better 
chance than any other place to appreciate ministerial conduct; 
that it is the first sentinel of the nation," which makes them con- 
fident of being right.' — It is of no use to tell them that there are | 
better-informed and more competent authorities than themselves. 
Robespierre assures them that " in the matter of genius and civism 
the people are infallible, whilst 6very one else is subject to mis- 
takes," * and here they are sure of their capacity. — In their own 
eyes they are the legitimate, competent authorities for all France, 
and, during three years, the sole theme their courtiers of the 
press, tribune, and dub, vie with each other in repeating to them, 
is the expression of the Due de Villeroy to Louis XIV. when a 
child : " Look my master, behold this great kingdom ! It is all 
for you, it belongs to you, you are its master I " — Undoubtedly, to 
swidlow and digest such gross irony people must be half-fools or 
half-brutes ; but it is just their capacity for self-deception which 
separates them firom the sensible or passive crovfli auil Ibl'lfls them 

I Me. der ("Tableau de Paris " ) had already noticed before the Revoludon tfab habft of iIm 
Pansian workman, espedaUy among the lowest class of workmen. 

*Mortimer-Temaux, I. 346 (letter of June at, 179a). 

t Buchez et Roux, VIIL t*, (session of the National Assembly, Nov. 10, 1790). Pelitioa 
presented by Danton in the name of the forty-eight sections of Paris. 

« Buchez et Roux, XIV. 368 (May, 179a). Article by Robe sp ierre agabst the Ate decnad 
Id honor of Simonneau, Mayor of Etampes, assassinated in a doc: "Simoimeaa was gully 
before he became a victini. ^^ 
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,' into a band whose ascendency is irresistible. Alone convinced 
of a street mob being sovereign under the same title that the na- 
tion is sovereign in its assemblies, they alone form street mobs, and 
they find themselves kings because by virtue of their sdf-suffidenq 
'-^^^d lack of reason they believe in their royalty. '" V 
V^^koSR is the new power which, in the early months of the yeaj 
N^^ \^792, starts up alongside of the legal powers. It is not foreseen 
y by the Constitution ; nevertheless it exists and declares itself; it is 
visible and its recruits can be counted. On the 29th of April, 
with the Assembly consenting, and contrary to law, three bat- 
talions from the faubourg St Antoine, about 1500 men,^ march in 
three columns into the chamber, one of which is composed of fu- 
sileers and the other two of pikemen, '' their pikes being frt>m 
eight to ten feet long," of formidable aspect and of all sorts, '' pikes 
with laurel leaves, pikes with clover leaves, pikes h carUt^ pikes with 
turn-spits, pikes with hearts, pikes with serpents' tongues, pikes 
with forks, pikes with daggers, pikes with three prongs, pikes with 
battle-axes, pikes with daws, pikes with sickles, lance-pikes cover- 
ed with iron prongs." On the other side of the Sdne three battalions 
from the faubourg St Marcd are composed and armed in the same 
fashion. This constitutes a kernel of 3,000 combatants and there 
are perhaps 3,000 more in other quarters of Paris. Add to these 
in each of the sixty battalions of the National Guard the gunners, 
almost all of them blacksmiths, locksmiths and hors&'Shoers, also 
the majority of the geneormes, old soldiers discharged for insub- 
ordination and naturally inclined to rioting, in all an army of about 
9,000 men, not counting the usual accompaniment of vagabonds 
and mere bandits; ignorant and eager, but men who do their woric, 
well armed, formed into companies, ready to march and ready to 
strike. Alongside of the talking authorities we have the veritable 
force that acts, for it is the only one which does act As former- 
ly, the pretorian guard of the Caesars in Rome, or the Turkish 
guards of the Caliphs of Bagdad, it is henceforth mistress of the 
capital, and through the capital, of the State. 

^MomUur^ Xil. 254.— According to the royal almanac of 1793 the Pant natioiial guaid 
comprises 38,000 men, divided into sixty ba tt ali on s , to which must be added the k«»»^k«i— ^ 
pV*im^^ spontaneously organised and composed, espedally of the noiMictive dtia«M.-01 
fa **Les R^Tolutions de Paris," Pnidhomme's journal, the lengraving* wUdi i^iimmH Aii 
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III. 

' As the troops are so are their leaders. Bulls must have dxfn- 
^ ers to conduct them, one degree superior to the brute but only 
one degree, dressed, talking and acting in accordance vrith th( 
occupation, without dislikes or scruples, naturally or willfully hai 
ened, fertile in jbckeyings and in the expedients of the slaught( 
V house, themselves bdonging to the people or pretending to belong 
to them. Santerre is a brewer of the faubourg St Antoine, com- 
mander of the battalion of " En/ants Trotevisi^ tall, stout and osten- 
tatious, with stentorian lungs, shaking the hana of everybody he 
meets in the street, and when at home treating everybody to a 
drmk paid for by the Duke of Orleans.* Legendte is an excitable 
butcher, who even in the Convention maintains his butchering 
traits. There are three or four foreign adventurers, adapted to 
All slaying operations, using the sabre or the bayonet without 
warning people to get out of the way. Rotonde, the first one, is 
an Italian, a teacher of English and professional rioter, who, con- 
victed of murder and robbery, is to end his days in Piedmont on 
the gallows. The second, Lazowski, is a Pole, a former dandy, 
a conceited fop, who, with Sdave fedlity, becomes the barest oU 
naked sans-culotUs; formerly enjoying a sinecure, then suddenly 
turned out in the street, and shouting in the dubs against his pro- 
tectors whom he sees putj}aini ; he is elected captain of the gun- 
, ners of the battalion St Marcd, and is to be one of the September 
slaughterers. His drawing-room temperament, however, is not 
rigorous enough for the part he plays in the streets, and at the 
end of a year he is to die, consumed by a fever and by brandy. 
ITie third is another chief slaughterer at the September massacres. 
Foumier, known as the American, a former planter, who has 
brought with him fix)m St Domingo a contempt for human life ; 
" with his livid and sinister countenance, his moustache, his triple 
belt of pistols, his coarse language, his oaths, he looks like a pi- 
rate."* By their side we encoimter a little hump-backed lawyei 
named Cuirette-Verri^es, an everlasting talker, who, on the 6tb 
of October, 1 789, paraded the dty on a large white horse and after- 
wards pleaded for Marat, which two qualifications with his Pundi 

> Moctinwr-Tflmaux, L 389. (SsntMre declares that the beer made in hb hnmmf Ib v^ 
tf90^aiid 1791 wat not [bold, b«tt given to tlie people; cooMqiiSBtlf, ha hat 49^003 ilMi 
— ^^^ -p iiiai on tiM daim Cor unpaid dntiea on this iMSb) 

- 'ttn 
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figure, fully establish him in the popular imagination ; his boister- 
ous crew, moreover, who hold nocturnal meetings at Santcrre's, 
needed a penman and he probably furnished them with their style. 
— This conventicle comprises other trusty persons still more sub- 
dmate, "Bri^re, wine-dealer, Nicolas, a sapper in Ha^^ Enfants 
ouvh ' battalion, Conor, claiming to be one of the victors of 
the Bastille/' * Rossignol, an old soldier and afterward a journey- 
man-jeweller, who, after presiding at the massacres of La Force, 
is to become an improvised general and display his incapacity, 
debauchery, and thievery throughout La Vendue. "There are 
yet more of them," Huguenin undoubtedly, a ruined ex-lawyer, 
afterwards carbineer, then a deserter, next a bairier-derk, now 
•erving as "straw-bail" for the faubourg St Honor6 and finally 
president of the September commune ; there was also, doubtless, 
St. Huruge alias I^re Adam, the great growler of the Palais-Royal, 
a marquis fallen into the gutter, drinking with and dressing like a 
common porter, always flourishing an enormous dub and followed 
by the riffraff.* — These are all the leaders. The Jacobins of the 
municipality and of the Assembly confine their support of the en- 
terprise to conniving at it and to giving it their encouragement* 
It is better for the insurrection to seem spontaneous. Through 
cautiousness or shyness the Girondists, P6tion, Manuel and Dan- 

> Buchez et Roux, XV. laa. Declaration of Lareynie, a volunteer soldier in the Oe St 
Louis battalion. — ^To those which he names I add Huguenin, because on the aothof June It 
was his duty to read the petition of the rioters; also St Huruge, because he led the mob with 
Santerre. — About Rosngnol, Of. Dauban, *'La Demagogie k Paris," 369 (acootding to thtt 
■tanuscript memoirs of Merder du Rocher). He reaches Fontenay Aug. ai, 1793, with thtt 
represen tative Bouibotte, M<»noro, commissary-general, three aci^ntants, Moufins, Hasard, tfaa 
ex-priest, Grammont, an ex-actor, and several prostitutes. "The prettiest shared her bed 
widi Bourbotte and RossignoL" They lodge in a mansion to which seals are affixed. "TIm 
•eak were broken, and jewehy, dresses, and female appard were confiscated for the benefit ot 
die general and his followers. There was nothing, even down to the crockery, which ^ not 
become die booty of these self-etyled republicans.** 

' Mathon de la Varenne, " Hlstoire particuK^ des ^^ueroents qui ont en lien en jufait 
fnillet, aofit, et septembre, 1793,'* p. 83. (He knew St Huruge personally.) St Hurug* 
had married an actress at Lyons in 1778. On returning to Paris he learned tluough the polioe 
that his wife was a trollop, and he treated her acoonlingly. Enraged, she looked up St Ha> 
iQge't past career, and found two diarges against him, one for the robbery and assassination 
«f an afien merchant, and the other for infanticide: she obtained his incarceration by a UUr^ 
^ t m ck tt He was shut up in Charenton from Jan. 14, 1781, to December, 1784, when bt 
was transferred to another prison and afterwards exiled to his estates, from whidi he fled te 
En^and. He returned to France on the outbreak of the Revolution. 

sWith rstpea to connivance, C£ Mortimer-Temaux, I. 132 and die foDowinc |Miflti>— 
IfdWt-Dupan, "M^moires," I. 30a Letter of the Abb6 de Pradt, June as, 179a. '"TW 
iMurrecdon bad been anwwinord for several days. . . The evening befon^ sso depulMib 
•o many Jacobins, had <&Md at their great tablo hi ifaeChaiBpt Elyf6«b and diitdbMid pN*> 
cntfl of wine and food.** 
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ton himself, keep in the background — there is no reason for their 
coming forward. — ^The rest, affiliated with the people and lost in 
the crowd, are better qualified to render the romance pleasing 
to their flock. This romance, adapted to its mtellectud limits, 
form and activity, is both simple and sombre, such as children 
like, or rather a melodrama taken fi-om an .alien stage in which 
the good appear on one side, and the wicked on the other with an 
ogre or tyrant in the centre, some infamous traitor who is sure to be 
unmasked at the end of the piece and punished according to his 
deserts, the whole in grandiloquent terms and, as a finale, winding 
up with a grand chorus. In the raw brain of an over-excited 
workman politics find their way only in the shape of rough-hewn, 
highly-colored imagery, such as is fiimished by the Marseillaise^ 
the Carmagnole, and the pz ira. The requisite motto is adapted 
to his use ; through this misshapen magnifying glass the most gra- 
cious figure appears under a diabolical aspect. Louis XVI. is re- 
presented there " as a monster using his power and treasure to op- 
pose the regeneration of the French. A new Charles IX., he de- 
sires to bring on France death and desolation. Begone, cruel 
man, your crimes must end 1 Damiens was less guilty than thou 
art ! He was punished with the most horrible torture for having 
tried to rid France of a monster, while you, attempting twenty- 
five millions times more, are allowed fiill immunity!^ Let us 
trample under our feet this simulacre of royalty! Tremble, 
tyiants, Scavolas are still amongst youT* 

All this is uttered, declaimed or rather shouted, publicly, in full 
daylight, under the King's windows, by haranguers mounted on 
chairs, while similar provocations daily emanate from the com- 
mittee installed in Santerre' s establishment, now in the shape of 
placards posted in the ^ubourgs, now in that of petitions circulated 
in the dubs and sections, now through motions which are gotten 

^MmUmrt XIL 64a (lairion of Jane 19, 1793, narxative of M. DcUaux, deputy).~The 
C M c m ion of DttnleM wm witneMed \j Pariskns still living, while " Charles IX./' by Marie 
Chtekr, «M at dds tfano Ifae most popular tragedy.— ** The FVench people," 'says M. Fer. 
ittna (L 35), "want away from its representation eager for vengeance and tormented with a 
lUntfar blood. Aft die okI of the fiourtfa act a higxibrious beH announces the moment of the 
■aaacre^ and die anflencffi drawing in its breath sighbg and groaning^ furiously exclaims 
rilcDCO* dknoef as if fearing that the sound erf" this death-knell had not stirred the heart to its 
very depthsL** — " R6vohitions de Paris," number for June 33, 1793. '*The speakers, under 
fiiH sail, dbtributed their parts amongst themselves," one against the stafl^ another against 
priests, another against judges, department, and the ministera, and especially the Icing 
*' Some there are, and we agree in this with the suur Delfitux, who pass tlie measure and 
advise murder through gtttnrea,ey«% and spaedi.'' 
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up ^' among the groups in the Tuileries, in the Palais-Roya], in 
the Place de Gr^ve and especially on the Place de la Basdlie.** 
^er the 2d of June the leaders founded a new club in the 
church of the ^^Enfants TVouvis'^ that they might have their 
•pedal laboratory and thus do their work on the spot* Like 
Plato's demagogues, they understand their business. They have 
discovered the cries best calculated to set the popular animal in 
a tremor, what gives him umbrage, what charm attracts him, 
what road it is necessary he should follow. Once drawn in and 
under way, he will march blindly on, borne along by his own 
involuntary inspiration aod crushing with his mass all that he 
encounters on his path. ^, 

IV. 

The charm is well selected and well presented. It consists m 
celebrating the anniversary of the oath of the Tennis-coiut. A 
tree of Liberty will be planted on the terrace of the Feuillants 
and ''petitions relating to circumstances" will be presented in 
the Assembly and then to the King. As a precaution, and to 
impose on the ill-disposed, the petitioners provide themselves 
with arms and line the approaches.' 

A popular procession is an attractive thing, and there are so 
many workmen who do not know what to do with themselves I 
And, again, it is so pleasant to appear in a patriotic opera while 
many, and especially women and children, want very much to see 
Monsieur and Madame Veto. People are invited in from the 
neighboring purlieus.' The prowlers and ragamuffins of the open 
country must certainly join the party, while the numerous body 

I MortiinefwTvBnz, L 133.— There b the same mlnihirion and die aune woric-ahop m the 
frubourg St Mared (leport of Saint-Prix, (xwrnnamfant of ^ Val-da-Grftce battalion). 
** Minds remaiDad tianquil until a dub was opened at die Porta St Ifarod; now tfaejr are all 
exdted and dMded. TUsdub^ whidiisinoocrespoodenoewithtfaatof SanteneyUigesdii- 
aens to so anMd to-aotrmr (June ac^ to the National hameaSskf and to the Idng't palaoe» 
notwithstanding the ads of the constituted andiorities.'' 

s MortinMr>TbnMuuc, L 136W This pcognmnie is fint presented to Ilia ooondl-gencfal ol 
the omninwne bf LaaowaU and nine othen (June z6). The oonndl-gencnl rejects it and 
leftn to the law. ** The pedtiooeis, on learning thbdedsion, loudly decfaue that it shall not 
prevent them from assembling in arms *' (Budiex at Roux, XV. lao, oflSdal report by BC 
Bovie).— The Ubliogxaphy of documents relating to the aoth of June is given by Mortimesw 
fenauz, L 397 and following pages. The prindpal documents are found in Mortimer 
Temanz, in "L'Histoire Pariementaire ** of Buches et Roux, and in the R§vut RHrtpteUv. 

• *'CoiTe9ondanoe de Mi r abm u et M. de la March," III. 319. Letter of the Comit da 
lleotmoria, June ax, 179a. **The Paris bandits not bting sufficient, they have fanriled it 
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of ParisiaD loafers, the loungers that join every spectacle can be 
relied on, and the inquisitive who, even in our time, gather by 
hundreds along the quays, following a dog that has chanced 
to tumble into the river. All this forms a heedless troop will- 
ing to follow a leader of any kind. — ^At five o'clock in the morn- 
ing on the aoth of June gatiierings are already formed in the fau- 
bourgs St Antoine and St. Marcel, consisting of National Guards, 
pikemen, cannoneers with their cannon, persons armed with sabres 
or clubs, and women and children. A notice, indeed, just posted 
on the walls, prohibits any assemblage, and the municipal officers 
appear in their scarfe and command or entreat the crowd not to 
break the law.^ But, in the popular brain, ideas are as tenacious ^/ 

as they are short-lived. People count on a civic procession and 
get up eaily in the morning to attend to it; the cannon are dragged 
out, the tree is put on wheels and all is ready for the ceremony ^ 
everybody takes a holiday and none are disposed to go back into 
die house. Besides, their intentions are an right They know the 
law as wen as the dty officials ; they are ^' armed solely to have il 
observed and respected" Finally, other armed petitioners have 
already filed along before the National Assembly, and, as one is 
as good as another, '' the law being equal for all," others must be 
admitted as well. In any event they, too, will ask permission of 
the National Assembly and they go expressly. This is the last and 
the best argument of aM^ and to prove to the city offidab that they 
have no desire to engage in a riot, they beg them to join the pro- 
cession and march along with them. 

Meanwhile, time passes. In a crowd irritated by delay, the 
most impatient, the rudest, those most indined to commit vio- 
lence, always lead the rest — At the head-quarters of the Val- 
de^Grice' die pikemen seize the cannon and drag them along; 
the National Guards let things take their course; Saint-Prix 
and Lederc, the officers in command, threatened with death, 
have nothing to do but to yidd with a protest — ^There is the 
same state of things in the Montreuil section; the resistance 

I Reports of the municipal officers Perron (7 o'clock fti llie morning), Serfent (8 o'dodc), 
MoDchet, Gtnard, and lliomas (9 o'clock). 

> Report of Saant-Prix, commandant of the Val-de-Grftoe battaBon (zo o'clock in the mom- 
fcag).— Report of Alexandre, comatandiag the St Marcel battalion. '* The whole battaUcfli 
«M by no means ready to march." — Official report of the Montreuil section. Bomaeao. tbs 
Ef, concludes to march only under protest and to avoid qtSling Uood. 
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of four out of six of the battalion officers merely served to 
give full power to the instigator of the insurrection, and henceforth 
Santeire becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. About half- 
past eleven he leaves his brewery, and, followed by cannon, the 
flag, and the truck which bears the poplar tree, he places him- 
self at the head of the procession " consisting of about fifteen hun- 
dred persons including the bystanders."^ Like a ball of snow, 
however, the troop grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
the National Assembly, Santerre has behind him from seven to 
eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud move that the 
petitioners be introduced; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
bastic and threatening address, denounces the ministry, the King, 
the accused at Orleans, the dq>uties of the '' Right," demands 
''blood," and informs the Assembly that the people '<on its feet" 
is ready to do itself justice.' Then, with drums beating and bands 
playing, the multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
chamber under the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Huruge. Here 
and there a few files of the National Guard pass mingled with 
the crowd and lost in ''die moving forest of pikes"; all the rest 
is pure populace, "hideoi6 &ces,"^ says a deputy, on which 
poverty and misconduct have left their marks, ragged fellows 
" without coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of wa3rs, 
with augurs and shoe-knives fiistened on sticks, one with a saw 
on a pole ten feet long, women and children, some of them brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, Vivent Us Sans Culottes! and, on a pitch-fork, 
the heart of a calf with this inscription, Ccsur d*aristocrate^ both 
significant emblems of grim humor and such as naturally arise in 
the minds of butchers or of a libeller for a political carnival — This, 

■Deposition of Lareynie, a Tolunteer soldier of tbeOe St Louis battaHoo. 

'Dqpodtioo of M. WidnglioC tteatenaiit'genenL— "CocnqMiideDoe of liGzabeau and M. 
de la Marck." Letter of M. de Montmorin, June ax. *'At two o'clock the gatherinc 
amounted to 8,000 or zO|Ooo persons.** 

^MonUtur, XIL 7x7. "What a misfortune for the freemen who hare transferred their 
powers to you, to find diemsdves reduced to the cruel necessity of dippbg their hands in tiM 
blood of conspirafconf " etc— The cfaaracteir of the leaders b apparent in dieir style. The 
ihallow scribe who drew up the address d&l not even know the meaning of words. "The 
people so wills it, and its head is of more account than that of crowned despots. Tkmi Mmut 
U tht gnualogical irttqftJU naHon, mnd hq/ort that robuxi Juad tkMfnhU htlnuJk mmmi 
Undt** He has already recited the &bte of "The Oak and the Bulrush," and he kuu... 1 
•ames of Demosdienes, Cicero, and Catiline. Itseemstobethecompodtionofap- 
tvned waAot, at a penny a paga 

«Haa» ^WbaAm^ 134. 

•JTMrftmnXILTia. ^ T 
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indeed, it is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated/ 
A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. Id 
traversing the chamber they sing pz ira and dance i'^ the inter 
vals. They at the same time make a profession of civism by 
shouting Vive les patrioUs ! A bas U Veto! They fraternise, as 
they pass along, with the "true blue" deputies of the " Left " ; 
they jeer those of the " Right" and shake their fists at them ; one 
of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will be 
settled for him the first opportunity.^ Thus do they display their 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything, 
even against the Assembly. — ^And yet, with the exception of ai 
iron-railing burst in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace of 
the " FeuUlants," no act of violence was committed. The Paris 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of frenzy, is rathei 
voluble and cockney than ferocious; besides, thus far, no one had 
offered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade; 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue; ' at four o'clock they 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The human 
stream issuing fit)m the Assembly and emptying itself into thi 
Carrousel renlains there stagnant and seems ready to return to \% 
ordinary channels. — ^This is what the leaders have no idea of 
Santerre, on arriving with St Huruge, cries out to his mei^ 
**Why didn't you enter the ch&teau ? You must go in — that is 
what we came here for." * A lieutenant of the Val-de-Grice 
cannoneers shouts: "We have forced open the Carrousel, we must 
force open the ch&teau too ! This is the first time the Val-de-Grdce 

cannoneers march — they are not j f 1 Come, follow me, 

my men, on to the enemy ! "• Meanwhile, outside the gate, some 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rev- 

> " Chronique des dnquante jotm," by Roederer, syndic-attorney of the department 
*HtM, 134.— Boumenne, "M^moiics," I. 49. (He was with Boni^Mute in a restaurant, 
fne Sl Hoaor6, near the Palais-RoyaL) "On going out we saw a troop coming frooi tfaa 
«firectioD of the moiket, which Bonaparte estimated at firmn 5,000 to 6,000 men, all in rags 
and armed in the oddest manner, yelHng and shouting the grossest provocations, and taming 
lowank the TuQeries. It was certainly the vilest and most abject lot that could be found in 
the fauboioga. ' Let us follow that rabble,' said Bonaparte to me." They ascend the termce 
on d» liver bank. *' I could not easily describe the surprise and indignation which these 
scenes excited in hhn. He could not comprehend such weakness and forbearance. 'OUms^- 
A#«r/' he exclaimed in a krad tone. 'How could they let those rascals in? Pour^ftoi 
hmmdr^d of them ou^ to have been swept off wi A cannoo, and the rest woukl have kept oa 



* " Chronique des cinqn a nte jowB," by RoBderar.— Deposition of Lareynk. 
^ Deposition of Laraynla. 
'Report oi Salnt-AiiL 
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olutionaiy, overcome resistance by their speeches and mjunctioiM. 
' After all," says one of them, named Mouchet, " the right of peti- 
tion is sacred." — " Open the gate!" shout Sergent and Boucher- 
Ren^, " nobody has a right to shut it. Every citizen has a right 
to go through it!"* A gunner raises the latch, the gate opens 
and the court fills in the twinkling of an eye ; * the crowd rushes 
under the archway and up the grand stairway with such impetu- 
osity that a cannon borne along by hand reaches the third room 
on the first story before it stops. The doors crack under the 
blows of axes and, in the large hall of the (Eil de Bceuf, the 
multitude find themselves face to face with the King. 

In such circumstances the representatives of public authority, 
the directories, the municipalities, the military chiefe, and, oa 
the 6th of October, the King himself, have all thus far yielded; 
they have either yielded or perished. Santerre, certain of the 
issue, preferred to take no part in this afiair; he prudently 
reserves himself, steals away, and lets the crowd push him into 
the council chamber, where the Queen, the young Dauphin, and 
the ladies have taken refiige.' There, with his tall, corpulent 
figure, he formed a sort of shield to forestall useless and com- 
promising injuries. In the mean time, in the (Eil de Bceuf, he 
lets things take their course; everything will be done in his 
ibsence that ought to be done, and in this he seems to have 
calculated justly. — On one side, in a window recess, sits the King 
on a bench, almost alone, while in firont of him, as a guard, are 
four or five of the National Guards ; on the other side, in the 
apartments, is an immense crowd, hourly increasing according as 

iRepoftbyMoudiet— >DeposidonorLu«yiiie. (The intafacDoe of Sergent and Bouchaib 
Ren6 b oontaited, but Roederer thinks k rcry probable.) 

* M. Pbon, in command of the 5th l^^ion, and M. Vannot, commanding a ba>»«iLnij tded 
to dnit the iron gate of the archway, but are driven back and told: " Vou want thousands to 
periditdoyou, tosaTBoneman?*' This significant e x pre ss ion b heard over and over again 
during the Revolution, and it explains die success of ^ insunnections.^A]exandre, in com- 
■land of the St Marod battafion, says in Us rqxnt : ** Why make a resistance of no publie 
iitiKty, one which may even compromise it a great deal moret *' . . . 

* Deposition of Laieynie. The attitude of Santene is here cleariy defined At the foot d 
the ff******** in the court he b stopped by a group of citizens, who thi ea te n " to make him 
reqxMinble for any harm done," and tdl him : " Vou alone are the audior of tfab mioonstitu- 
tiooal assemblage; it b you alone who have led away these worthy people. You are a rsa- 
cal ! "—"The tone of these honest dtiaens in addressing the tmtr Santene made him turn 
pale. But, encouraged by a glance fipom the fUur Le g en di e, he resorted to a hypocritical 
subterfuge, and addresdng the troop, he said: ' Gentlemen, draw up a report, officblly stat- 
ing that I refuse to enter the king's apartments.' The only answer the crowd made, aocns- 
looed to divining what Santene meant, was to hustle the group of honest cilisens out of tlw 
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the rumor of the irruption spreads in the vicinity, filteen oi 
twenty thousand persons, a prodigious accumulation, a pell-mell 
traversed by eddies, a howling sea of bodies oiishing ea,ch other, 
and of which the simple flux and reflux would flatten against 
the walls obstacles ten times as strong, an uproar sufficient to 
shatter the window panes, '* frightful yells," curses and impreca- 
tions, "Down with M. Veto!" "Let Veto go to the devil!'' 
''Take back the patriot ministers!" "He shall sign; we won't 
go away till he does!"^ — Foremost among them all, Legendre, 
more resolute than Santerre, declares himself the spokesman and 
trustee of the powers of the sovereign people : " Sir," says he to 
the King, who, he sees, makes a gesture of surprise, "yes, Sir, 
listen to us ; you are made to listen to what we say ! You are 
a traitor ! You have always deceived us ; you deceive us now ! 
But look out, the measure is full ; the people are tired of being 
played upon!" — "Sire, Sire," exclaims another fanatic, "I ask 
you in the name of the hundred thousand beings around us to 
recall the patriot ministers. ... I demand the sanction of 
the decree against the priests and the twenty thousand men. 
Either the sanction or you shall die!" — But little is wanting for 
the threat to be carried out. The first comers are on hand, 
"presenting pikes," among them "a brigand," with a rusty sword- 
blade on the end of a pole, "very sharp," and who points this 
at the King. Afterwards the attempt at assassination is many 
times renewed, obstinately, by three or four madmen determined 
to kill, and who make signs of so doing, one, a shabby, ragged 
fellow, who keeps up his excitement with "the foulest proposi- 
tions," the second one, "a so-called conqueror of the Bastille," 
formeriy porte-tite for Foulon and Berthier, and since driven out 
of the battalion, the third, a market-porter, who, "for more than 
in hour," armed with a sabre, makes a terrible effort to make his 
way to the king.' — Nothing is done. The king remains impassi- 

1 Dt p od t io m of four of the national guard, Lecrosnier, Gon^, Bidault, and Guiboult— 
Reports of Adoque and de Lachetnaye, commanding offioen of the legion. — " Chrooique det 
cfaqaante jo«in»" by Roedefer.— /M(£» p. 65: "I have to state thac» duijiig the Convention, 
Ibe botcher Legendre declared to Boissy d'Anglas, from whom I had it, that the plan was to 
kfll the king."— Prudhomme, "Crimes de la Revolution," III. 43. "The king was to be 
■isaiiinstrd We heard cttizena all in rags say that it was a pity ; he looks like a good soit 
afab— ." 

*Ma:same Campan, " M^moireft," II. 21a. " M. Vannot, commander of the battaUoa, \mk 
Iwiied aside a weapon aimed at the king. One of the grenadiers of the FHka Sl Tbooiaa 
varded off a bk;w with a sword, aimed in the same dtrectioa with the same intention." 
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blc under ever}' threat. He takes the hand of a grenadier who 
wishes to encourage him, and, placing it on his breast, bids him, 
'See if that is the beating of a heart agitated by fear." * To 
Legendre and the zealots who call upon him to sanction, he 
replies without the least excitement: "I have never departed 
from the Constitution. ... I will do what the Constitution 
requires me to do. . . . It is you who break the law."— 
And, for nearly three hours, remaining standing, blockaded on 
his bench,* he persists in this without showing a sign of weakness 
or of anger. This cool deportment at last produces an effect, 
the impression it makes on the spectators not being at all that 
which they anticipated. It is very clear that the personage 
before them is not the monster which has been depicted to them, 
a sombre, imperious tyrant, the savage, cunning Charles IX. they 
had hissed on the stage. They see a man somewhat stout, with 
placid, benevolent features, whom they would take, without his 
blue sash, for an ordinary, peaceable bourgeois.' His ministers, 
near by, three or four men in black coats, gentlemen and respect- 
able employees, are just what they seem to be. In another 
window recess stands his sister, Madame Elizabeth, with her 
sweet and innocent face. This pretended tyrant is a man like 
other men ; he speaks gently, he says that the law is on hb side, 
and nobody says the contrary ; perhaps he is less wrong than he 
is thought to be. If he would only become a patriot ! — ^A woman 
in the room brandishes a sword with a cockade on its point ; 
the King makes a sign and the sword is handed to him, which 
he raises and, hurrahing with the crowd, cries out: Vwe la 
Nation i That is already one good sign. A red cap is shaken 

> Oeduadoo of Lachetnaye, in commam] <^ the legion.— ^^MArwr, XII. 7x9 (eveoiBf 
■etcioo of June ao). Speech of M. Alos, an eye-witnen. (The king does this twioe^ winf 
about the same woids, the first time iramediaiely on the irruption of the crowd, and the second 
time probably after Vergniaud's harangue.) 

* Tlie engraving in die "Revolutions de Paris '* rep r e s ents him seated, and sqwiated froM 
the crowd by an empty space, which is a party fidsehood. 

*The queen produces the same impression. Prudhomme, in his journal, calk her "the 
Austrian pantfatf," whkh woid well expresses the idea of her m the fiuiboutgs. A prostitalt 
stops before her and bestows oa her a voUey of curses. Thersply of dieqneenis: "Have I 
•ver done yoa any wnmcT" **No: but it is you who do so much harm to the nation." 
"You have been deooived,'' replies the queen. " I manied the King of Fkanoa. lam the 
mother of the dauphiD. I am a French womarL I shall never again sea my own country I 
shall never be either happy or miserable anywhere but 10 PVance. When yoo loved me I 
was happy then." The prostitute burst into tears. " Ah. madame, forgive me ! I did not 
know you. I see that you have been very good." Santerre. however, wishing to put up 
end to this emotion, cries out: "The girt i« drunk 1"-^ Madame Campen. 11. 314.— Re 



port by Maadat, aa oflicer of the legion.) 
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•n the air at the end of a pole. Some one offers it to him and 
'he puts it on his head ; applause bursts forth, and shouts of Vvve 
la Nation / Vive la JJberte! and even Vvve le Roil 

From this time forth the greatest danger is over. But it is not 
that the besiegers abandon the siege. " He did d— — weU," they 
exclaim, "to put the cap on, and if he hadn't we would have 

seen what would come of it. And d if he does not sanction 

the decree against the priests, and do it right oflf, we will come 
back every day. In this way we shall tire him out and make 
him afraid of us." — But the day wears on. The heat is over- 
powering, the fatigue extreme, the King less deserted and better 
protected. Five or six of the deputies, three of the municipal 
officers, a few officers of tlie National Guard, have succeeded in 
making their way to him. Potion himself, mounted on a sofa, 
harangues the people with his accustomed flattery.' At the 
same time Santerre, aware of the opportunity being lost, assumes 
the attitude of a liberator, and shouts in his rough voice : " I 
answer for the royal family. Let me see to it" A line of Na- 
tional Guards forms in front of the King, when, slowly and with 
difficulty, urged by the mayor, the crowd melts away, and, by 
eight o'clock in the evening, it is gone. 

> Morttmo^Tenuiiix, I. B13. *<CStuens» you have just UgaUy vaaA» known 3rour will to 
^ hereditaiy repreaentative of the nation; you have done thia with tki dtgrnity, with tJu 
mu^es^ of a fiee people I There is no doubt that 3rour *^— ««~*^ will be reileiated by the 
iil^ty-tfaree departments, while the king cannot refrain from arqiiifiaring in the ■"•"«fc«» w^ 
ofthepaople. . . Retire now, ... and if you remain any loogw, do not give occasion to 
aaylM a g which wm§ hrrimiiniiii your wortl^ inientioos." 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

I. trt^p*^**^ of die Coiutitatioiialists.— Ctnie of thdr wetkiieM.^Tli8 
Giroo&tt renew the attack.— Their doable plan. — ^IL Pressnre on the 
King. — ^P^tion and Mannel brought to the Hotd-de-Tille.— The Ministry 
obliged to reaign. — Jacobin agitation against the King. — Pressnre on ^ 
Assembly. — ^Petition of the Paris Commnne. — ^Threats of the petitioners 
*nd of the galleries. — Session of Angnst 8th.^^ondist strategy foiled in 
two ways. — ^III. The Girondists work for the benefit of the Jacobins.— The 
armed force sent away or disorganised.— The Federates summoned. — ^Brett 
and KlarseiUes send men. — ^Public sessions of administrative bodies. — ^Per- 
manenoe of administrative bodies and of the sections. — Effect of these two 
measures. — ^The central bnrean of the Hotd-de-ville. — Origin and fonna- 
tion of the revolutionary Commune. — IV. Vain atten^ts of the Girondists 
to put it down.— Jacobin alarm, their enthusiasm, and their prognunme. — 
V. Evening of August 8. — Session of August 9. — Morning of August 
la — The Assembly purged. — ^VI. Ni^ts of August 9 and 10. — The 
sections.— Commissioners of the sections at the Hotel-de-ville. — ^The revo- 
lutionary Commune is substituted for the legal Commune. — VII. August 
la— The King's forces. — Resistance abandoned. — ^The King in the Na- 
tional Assembly. — Conflict at the palace and discharge of the Swiss Guard. — 
The palace evacuated by the King's order. — ^The massacres.— The enslaved 
Assembly and its decrees. — ^VIII. State of Paris in the interregnum.— The 
■MSB of the population.— Subaltern Jacobins. — ^The Jacobin leaders. 

I. 

The blow having missed its mark it must be repeated. Thb b 
the more urgent, inasmuch as the faction has thrown off the mask 
and '* honest people " ^ on all sides become indignant at seeing the 
Constitution subject to the arbitrament of the lowest class. Near- 
ly aU the higher administrative bodies, seventy-five of the depart- 
ment directories,* give in their adhesion to Lia&yette's letter, 01 
respond by supporting the proclamation, so noble and so moder- 
%te, in which the King, recounting the violence done to him, 
maintains his legal rights with mournful, inflexible gentleness 

> Aa expression of Lftfiqrette's in his address to the Aaaembljr. 

• Iflfkyette, ** Mimaatt," I. 45s.— Malouet (IL B13) states that iImto w«s stvealv 
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Many of the towns, large and small, thank him for his firmness, 
.the addresses being signed by "the notables of the place,*** 
chevaliers of St. Louis, former officials, judges and district-ad- 
ministrators, physicians, notaries, lawyers, recorders, post-masters, 
manufacturers, merchants, people who are settled down, in short 
the most prominent and the most respected men. At Paris, a 
similar petition, drawn up by two former Constituents, contains 
247 pages of signatures attested by 99 notaries.* Even in the 
council-general of the commune a majority Js in favor of publicly 
censuring Che mayor Potion, the syndic-attorney Manuel, and the 
police administrators Panis, Sergent, Viguer, and Perron.' On 
the evening of June 20th, the department council orders an in- 
vestigation; it follows this up; it urges it on; it proves by 
authentic documents the willful inaction, the hypocritical con- 
nivance, the double-dealing of the syndic -attorney and the 
mayor;* it suspends both from their functions, and cites them 
before the courts as well as Santerre and his accomplices. La- 
&yette, finally, adding to the weight of his opinion the influence 
of his presence, appears at the bar of the National Assembly and 
demands " efiectual " measures against the usurpations of the Jac- 
obin sect, insisting that the instigators of the riot of the 20th of 
June be punished " as guilty of l^se-naiion, " As a last and still 
more significant S3anptom, his proceedings are approved of in the 
Assembly by a majority of more than one hundred votes.* 

All this must and will be crushed out For on the side of the 
Constitutionalists, whatever they may be, whether King, deputies, 
ministers, generals, administrators, notables or national-guaids, 
volition evaporates in words ; and the reason is, they are civilised 
beings, long accustomed to the ways of a regular community, 
interested from father to son in keeping the law, disturbed at m- 

> C£, for example, " Axchivet Nationalea," A. F. IL iz6. Petition of aaS notaUot of Mob- 



'Petition of the 90,000^ to-called, presented by Menn. Guillaiinie and Dupont de N*> 
■oon.— C£ Mortimer-Temanx, L 278.— Aoootding to Bodies et Roux, the petition *•**■»— «i 
only 7,411 names. 

*Mortimer-Teniaax, I. 377. 

« JMM^iteMr/XIIL 89. The act (July 7) is drawn ap with admbable precUon and fona. 
On conqMsing it with the vague, turgid exaggerations of their advermies, it mtmm ta 
■Kasofc the intdlectual distance between the two parties. 

*339 against 024.— Rocderer ("Chronique des cinquante joun,** p. 79). « A airong «»- 
■ent of opinion by a nugority of the inhabitants of Paris sets in m fiivor of tlie Ung."— "C 
pMmonlint,** by Jules Claietie, 191. The words of C Desmoulina: "That class of pady 
oadca and i ho pk c ep eis» wlio are more afraid of the revoiutionists than of ao many UUbm.* 
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coning responsibility, agitated by a multiplicity of ideas, unable 
.0 comprehend that, in the state of nature to which France has re- 
verted, but one idea is of any account, that of the man who, in 
accepting a declared war, meets the offensive with the offensive, 
loads his gun, descends into the street and contends with the sav- 
age destroyers of human society. Nobody comes to the support 
of Lafayette, who alone has the courage to take the lead ; about 
one hundred men muster at the rendezvous named by him in the 
Champs Elysdes. They agree to march to the Jacobin dub the 
following day and close it, provided the number is increased to 
three hundred; only thirty make their appearance. La&yette 
can do no more than leave Paris and write a letter containing an- 
other protest Protestations, appeals to the Constitution, to the 
law, to public interest, to common sense, well-reasoned deductions 
—never, on this side, amount to more than so many words spoken 
or in print ; in the comimg conflict words will be of no use. — Im- 
agine a quarrel between two men, one ably presenting his case 
and the other indulging in little more than invective ; the latter, 
having encountered a big bull-dog on his road, has caressed him, 
enticed him, and led him along with him as an auxiliary. To the 
bull-dog, clever argumentation is only so much unmeaning sound; 
with his eager eyes fixed on his temporary master he awaits 
only his signal to spring on the adversaries he points out On 
the 20th of June he has almost strangled one oi them, and cov- 
ered him with his slaver. On the 21st,' he is ready to spring 
again. He continues to growl for fifty days, at first sullenly and 
then with teirific energy. On the 2Sth of June, July 14 and 37, 
August 3 and 5, he again makes a spring and is kept back only 
with great difficulty.' Already on one occasion, July 29th, his 
fangs are wet with human gore.' — ^At each turn of the parliament- 
ary debate the defenceless Constitutionalist beholds those open 
jaws before him; it is not surprising that he throws to this dog, 
or allows to be thrown to him, all the decrees contended for by 
the Girondists as a bone for him to gnaw on. — Sure of their 
strength the Girondists renew the attack, and the plan of their 

■ Moctfanep-Toniaiix, I. 936. LetterofRoedCTertotbepwddciitoftheNrtioiMJ A M rwy y t 
Jvneas. '< Mr. Preddeat, I have the honor to inform die AaMoibljtlMtt an an^ 

BOW Biaichinf tow aids the Chateau. 
•Mertfaner-Teraanx, L 245, 346.^11. 8x, 131, 148 170. 

■ Theamderofll. Pnhamel, aab- Het i H iia n t of the i 
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campaign seems to be skillfully prepared. They are quite willing 
to retain the King on his throne, but on the condition that he 
shall be a mere puppet; that he shall recall the patriot ministers, 
allow them to appoint the Dauphin's tutor, and that Lafayette 
shall be removed ; ^ otherwise the Assembly will pass the act of de- 
thronement and possess themselves of the executive power. Such 
is the dilemma opening two ways in which they have placed the 
Assembly and the King. If the King, driven into a comer, does 
not pass out by the first door, the Assembly, equally nonplussed, 
will pass out through the second, and in either case, as the all- 
powerful ministers of the submissive King or as executive dele- 
gates of the submissive Assembly, they will become the masters 
of France. 

11. 

They accordingly begin by attacking the King, and try to 
make him yield tiirough fear. — ^They remove the suspension 
pronounced against Potion and Manuel, and restore them both 
to their places in the Hotel-de-ville. Henceforth the latter will 
rule in Paris without restriction or oversight; for the Directory 
of the department has resigned, and no superior authority exists 
to prevent them from calling upon or giving orders as they please 
to the armed forces ; they are exempt from all subordination, as 
weU as from all control. Behold the King of France in good 
hands, in those of the men who, on the 20th of June, refused to 
muzzle the popular brute, declaring that it had done well, that 
it had right on its side, and that it may begin again. According 
to them, the palace of the monarch belongs to the public ; peo- 
ple may enter it as they would a coffee-house; in any event, as 
the municipality is occupied with other matters, it cannot be 
expected to keep people out. " Is there nothing else to guard 
in Paris but the Tuileries and the King ? " ^ — Another manoeuvre 

> Letter of Vergniaud and Guadet to the painter Boze (in the ** M6moires de Dumouriez '*). 
— Rocderer, "Chronkiue des cinquante jours/' sgs.—Bcrtrand de Molleville, *' M^oires," 
1x1.09. 

^MofttUur, XIII. 155 (aeadon of July 16).— Mortimer-Temaux, II. 69. ''FaTored by 
you," says Manuel, " all dtisena are entitled to visit the first functionary of the nation. . . 
The prince's dwelling should be open, Hke a church. Fear of the people is an insuh to (he 
^.eople. If Louis XVI. possessed the soul of a Marcus Aurefiua, he would have descended 
into his gardens and tried to afibrd consolation to a hundred thousand beings, on account ot 
the fingering ddays of the Revolution. Never were fewer robbers in die Tuileries than 

•B that day, for the courtiers had fled The red cap was an honor to Louis XVI.'a 
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consists in lendering the Ring's instruments poweriesB. Hon- 
orable and inoffensive as the new ministers may be, they never 
appear in the Assembly without being hooted at in the trib- 
unes. Isnard, pointing with his finger to the principal one, ex- 
claims: ^'That is a traitor!"' Every popular outburst is im- 
puted to them as a crime, while Guadet declares that, ^'as 
royal counsellors, they are answerable for any disturbances* 
that the double veto might produce.* Not only does the fac- 
tion declare them guilty of the violence provoked by itsdf, but, 
again, it demands their lives for the murders which it commits. 
''France must know," says Vergniaud, ''that hereafter ministers 
are to answer with their heads for any disorders of which religion 
is the pretext" "The blood just spilt at Bordeaux," says Ducos, 
"may be laid at the door of the executive power."* Lasource 
proposes to "punish with death," not alone the minister who is 
not prompt in ordering the execution of a decree, but, again, the 
clerks who do not fulfill the mmister's instructions. Always death 
on every occasion, and for every one who is not of the sect! 
Under this constant terror, the ministers resign in a body, and 
the King is required at once to appoint others in their places; 
meanwhile, to increase the danger of their position, the Assem- 
bly decrees that hereafter they shall "be answerable for each 
other." It is evident that they are aiming at the King over his 
minister's shoulders, while the Girondists leave nothing unturned 
to render government to him impossible. The King, again, signs 
this new decree ; he declines to protest ; to the persecution he is 
forced to undergo he opposes nothing but silence, sometimes 
a simple, firank, good-hearted expression,^ some kindly, touch- 

liead, and ought to be his crown." At thk tolaiui moawBt the fratemisatioo of the Idnf 
with the people took place, and "the next day the Mme Ung betrayed, rahiimwated, and 
dagraced the people! " Manuel's rigmarole surpaaaea all duit can be hnagined. "After 
this there arises in the pandKngs of the Louvre, at the conflnence of the dvil fist, another 
diannel, which leads through the shades below to Potion's dungeon. . . The depaitmen^ 
fai deafing a blow at the m nni d p a li ty, explains how, at the banquet of die Law, it l e pr c sMH i 
dw Law in the form of a crocodile, etc" 

I Mcniteur, XIIL 93 (srssinn of July 9) ; — 37 (aeaskm of Jtilf^ a). 

^MoMiUur, XII. 751 (session of June 24) ; XIII. 33 (session of July 3). 

• sjViniilAmr, XIIL 324 (session of July 33). Two unsworn priests had Just bean anasacved 

«t Bordeaux and their heads carried through the streets 00 ptkes. Dncoa adds: ** Since tht 

executive power has put its veto odaws repressbg fan atici sm , popular executions begin i» 

be repeated. If the courts do not render justice, etc'*— /M/., XIIL 301 (inssinn of July 31). 

^M0niintr, XIIL 79 (session of July 7). The Idng's speech to die AaMmbly after tha 
Lamourette Idas. ** I confrss to you, M. le Preadent, that I was vcqr aaxioos for the dipi^ 
«MbB to arrive, that I might hasten to the Assembly." 
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ing plaint, which seeras like a suppressed moan.' But dog- 
matic obstinacy and impatient ambition are wilfully dumb to the 
most sorrowful accents ! His sincerity passes for a new false- 
hood. Vergm'aud, Brissot, Tom6, Condorcet, in the tribune, 
charge him with treachery, demand from the Assembly the right 
of suspending him,' and give the signal to their Jacobin auxil- 
iaries.— At the invitation of the parent club, the provincial 
branches bestir themselves, while all other instruments of agita- 
tion belonging to the revolutionary machine are likewise put in 
motion, — ^gatherings on the public squares, homicidal annoimce- 
oif nts on the walls, incendiary resolutions in the dubs, shoutings 
in the tribunes, insulting addresses and seditious deputations at 
the bar of the National Assembly.^ After the working of this 
system for a month, the Girondists regard the King as subdued, 
and, on the 26th of July, Guadet, and then Brissot, in the 
tribune, make their last advances to him, and issue the final 
summons.^ A profound delusion I He refuses, the same as on 
the 2oth of June: "Girondist ministers. Never I" 

Since he bars one of the two doors, they will pass out at the 
other, and, if the Girondists cannot rule through him, they will 
rule without him. P6tion, in the name of the Commune, appears 
personally and proposes a new plan, demanding the dethrone- 
ment "This important measure once passed," • he says, "the 
confidence of the nation in the actual dynasty being very doubt- 
ful, we demand that a body of ministers, jointly responsible, 
appointed by the National Assembly, but, as the constitutional 
law provides, outside of itself, elected by the open vote of freemen^ 
be provisionally entrusted with the executive power." Through 



M iiiiii Hi I > Xm. 3«3 < i Mrinii of Aag. 3>. Tbe dednatloii iMd in the Idag's 1 
Mfibad B a m ea o bfMotanoe; knniM op fab oondoct with padea < 




■ ■■ *^ » xm. 9^ i7o» 973 ( ■eirioni of July la, 17, 98).^Mrwii«M Tmma, IL tm 

( ■B Ml O B OfJolyga). * ** '^** '^^ " -^^— T^ITl. rf ifan ftll BHW , rfdiii 

Aagen peddoocn, of tiw CiMrente Tofamteen, etc "AhenditaiyaanMdijIioppondtt 
At Rlgfats of Man. Fmi tlw act of dethrooement and FVuioe li Mv«d. . Ba bava . 
tetlietwoidoftlialawfidlonapedaradfimctioaaryandconapiimtarl LafiiyatlaladMaMM 
coal ginp D b l c, dio (nOilnl^ ... tna nKMt Jnainiout of tfaa aataMfaia of the paople.** ale* 

« MoftinMr-Tenianz, IL ta6.^Batiand de MoUeviDe^ III. •94. 

^Mmikmr XHL ys jiwrioa of Aag. 3). 
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this open vote the suffirage will be easily controlled. This is but 
one more decree extorted, like so many others, the majority for 
a long time having been subject to the same pressure as the King. 
" If you refuse to respond to our wishes," as a placard of the 23d 
of June had abready informed them, '< our hands are lifted, and 
we shall strike all traitors wherever they can be found, even 
amongst yourselves."* "Court favorites," says a petition of 
August 6, "have seats in your midst. Let their inviolability 
]>erish if the national will must always tamely submit to that 
pestiferous power I" — In the Assembly the yells from the gal- 
leries are frightful; the voices of those who speak against 
dethronement are overpowered ; so great are the hootings, the 
speakers are driven out of the tribune.' Sometimes the " Right " 
abandons the discussion and leaves the chamber. The msolence 
of the galleries goes so far that frequently almost the entire 
Assembly murmurs while they applaud; the majority, in short, 
loudly expresses anger at its slavishness.' — Let it be careful ! In 
the tribunes and at the approaches to the edifice, stand the Fed- 
erates, men who have a tight grip. They will force it to vote 
the decisive measure, the accusation of Lafayette, the decree 
under which the armed champion of the King and the Constitu- 
tion must fall. The Girondists, to make sure kA it, exact a call 
of the house; in this way the names are announced and printed, 
thus designating to the populace the opponents of the measure, 
so that none of them are sure of getting to their hemes safe and 
sound. — Lafayette, however, a liberal, a democrat, and a royalist, 
as devoted to the Revolution as to the Law, is just the man, 
who, through his limited mental grasp, his disconnected political 
conceptions, and the nobleness of his contradictory sentiments, 
best represents the present opinion of the Assembly, as well as 
that of France.* Moreover, his popularity, his courage, and his 

I MoMitmr, XII. 738; XIL 34a 

*MeidUur, XIIL 170^ 171, tij, 908, 335 (iBi ri o m oC Joly 17, 18, ud 83, and Aug. ^ 

^MonUmr^ XIIL X87 (MHdon of Ji^ x8). '<TU «dleri« applnid. The AmrmMf 
munaun.''»ao8 (July ax). "Monnnxings* ihottts, and cimb of Damn wHk the a^M k tr f 
from the galleries. The pieiident calls die honae to order five times, but alwaya fiddealjr.'* 
—434 (July as). *'The gallaies applaud; long-coatbued murmun are heard fai the A^ 
•emUy." 

< Buzot, "M^moires** (Ed. Dauban, 83 and 84). "The minority of the French people 
yearned for royalty and the oonadtutkm df 179a . . It was at Paris particulaxly that tUs 
desire governed the general plan, tfaedisc ua sion of it being the least feaxed in special ooover* 
lations and in private society. There were only a few noble-minded, xixptaar men that vcse 
woithy of being republicans. . . The rest desired the c oti sUtu llon of 1791, and qwke if 



; republicans only as one spealcs of very honest maniacs." 
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army are the last refuge. The majority feels that in giving him 
up tiiey themselves are given up, and, by a vote of 400 to 224, it 
acquits him. — On this side, again, the strategy of the Girondists 
is found erroneous. Power slips away from them the second 
time. Neither the King nor the Assembly have consented to 
restore it to them, while they can no longer leave it suspended in 
the air, or defer it until a better opportunity, and keep their Jaco- 
bin acolytes waiting. The feeble leash restraining the revolu- 
tionary dog breaks in their hands; the dog is free and in the street. 

V* 

III. 

Never was better work done for another. Every measure 
relied on by them for getting power back, serves only to place 
it in the hands of the populace. — On the one hand, through a 
series of legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they have set 
aside or disbanded the army, alone capable of repressing or 
intimidating it. On the 29th of May they dismissed the king's 
guard. On the 15th of July they ordered away from Paris all 
the regular troops. On the i6th of July,' they select "for the 
formation of a body of infantry-gendarmerie, the former French- 
guardsmen who served in the Revolution about the epoch of the 
ist day of June, 1789, the officers, under-officers, gunners, and 
soldiers who gathered around the flag of liberty after the 12th 
of July of that year," that is to say, a body of recognised 
insurgents and deserters. On the 6th of July, in all towns of 
50,000 souls and over, they strike down the National Guard by 
discharging its staff, "an aristocratic corporation," says a petition,* 
"a sort of modem feudality composed of traitors, who seem to 
have formed a plan for directing public opinion as they please." 
Early in August,^ they strike into the heart of the National 
Guard by suppressing special companies, grenadiers, and chas- 
seurs, recruited amongst well-to-do-people, the genuine ^lite, 
stripped of its uniform, reduced to equality, lost in the mass, and 
now, moreover, finding its ranks degraded by a mixture of 

< Dtnrergier, *'Co]]ectiood«s lob et d^crets," May 99, 1799; Jnly 15, z6, and z8; Jul76-«o 
' Momttmr^ XIIL 95 (sesiioo of Julj 1). Petidoa of 150 active citizens of the Booao 

M'>uvdle secdoo. 
• MortiiiMr>T«nuui3e» II. 194. Buchez et Roux, XVI. 253. The decree of dismisMi yn$ 

not niiased ttntfl the ladi of August but after the 31st of July the m 4nicipaltty demanded it* 

and duriag the lbllo>wlBg days sercral Jacobb grenadiers go to the National AsMmblgr 

stamp on thdr Mt cap, and pat on tha lad cap. 
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interlopers, federates, and men armed with pikes. Finally, to 
complete the pell-mell, they order that the palace guard be 
hereafter composed daily of citizens taken from the sixty battal- 
ions,* so that the chiefe may no longer know their men nor the 
men their chiefe; so that no one may place confidence in hia 
chief, in his subordinate, in his neighbor, or in himself; so that 
all the stones of the human dike may be loosened beforehand, 
and the barrier crumble at the first onslaught — On the othei 
hand, they have taken care to provide the insurrection with a 
fighting army and an advanced guard. By another series of 
legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they authorise the 
assemblage of the Federates at Paris ; they allow them pay and 
military lodgings ; * they allow them to organise under a central 
committee sitting at the Jacobin club, and to take their instrucv 
tions fix)m that dub. Of these new-comers, two-thirds, genuine 
soldiers and true patriots, set out for the camp at Soissons and for 
the firontier; one-third of them, however, remain at Paris,' per- 
haps 3,000, the rioters and politicians, who, feasted, entertained, 
indoctrinated, and each lodged with a Jacobin, become more 
Jacobin than their hosts, and incorporate themselves with the 
revolutionary battalions, so as to serve the good cause with their 
guns/— -Two bands, later arrivals, remain separate, and are only 
the more formidable; both are despatched by the towns on the 
sea-coast in which, four months before this, '^ twenty-one capital 
acts of insurrection had occurred, all unpunished, and several 
onder sentence of the maritime jury." ' One of these bands, 
numbering 300 men, comes from Brest, where the municipality, 
as in&tuated as those of Marseilles and Avignon, engages, like 
those of Marseilles and Avignon, in armed expeditions against 
its neighbors; where popular murder is tolerated; where M. de 
la Jaille is nearly killed; where the head of M. de Patry is borne 

> Bloitiiner-Tenuuui, IL x9a (nmiikipal aotkia of Aug. 5). 

'Decreeof July a. 

SMortimer>Teniatix, IL X99.— Bucliei et Roux, XV. 458. According to tihe report of tho 
ICiibter of War, read the aodi of July, at the evening session, 5,3x4 department federatea 
left Pferis between July 14 and yx PMon wrote that the levy of federates then in Paris 
amounted to 3,960^ "(rf' wUch 0,039 were getting ready to go to the camp at S<Msaons.*'— A 
comparison of these figures leads to the approximate number that I have adrpted. 

^Bnches et Roux, XVI. xao, 133 (session of the Jacobins, Aug. 6|. The tads ta le i 
"icsdved to watch die ChAtean, each taking a place in the battalions ra sp e cU t d ycf thoase* 
lioQa in whidi they lodge, and many incorporated themselves with the batttiloas of dw i» 
kovg St Antoine." 

*Mercnre de Franctt AptiX 14, X79S. — " The Revolution," L p, t|a 
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on a pike; where veteran rioters compose the crews of the fleet, 
where "workmen, under the pay of the State, clerks, masters, 
under-officers, converted into motionnaires, agitators, political 
stump-orators, and critics of the administration," ask only to 
have work for their hands to do on a more conspicuous stage. 
The other troop, summoned from Marseilles by the Girondists, 
Rebccqui and Barbaroux,* comprises 516 men, intrepid, ferocious 
adventurers, from every quarter, either Marseilles or abroad, 
Savoyards, Italians, Spaniards, driven out of their country," 
almost all of the vilest class, or gaining a livelihood by mfamous 
pursuits, "the bravos and demons of evil haunts," used to blood, 
quick to strike, good cut-throats, picked men out of the bands 
that had marched on Aix, Aries, and Avignon, the froth of that 
froth which, for three years, in the Comtat and in the Bouches- 
du-Rhdne, boiled over the useless barriers of the law. — ^The very 
day they reach Paris they show what they can do.* Welcomed 
with great pomp by the Jacobins and by Santerre, they are con- 
ducted, for a purpose, to the. Champs-£l3rsees, into a drinking- 
place, near the restaurant in which i^he grenadiers of the FQles 
St. Thomas, bankers, brokers, leading men well-known for theii 
attachment to a monarchical constitution, were dining in a 
body, as announced several da3rs in advance. The populace, 
which had formed a convoy for the Marseilles battalion, gathers 
before the restaurant, shouts, throws mud, and then lets fly a 
volley of stones; the grenadiers draw their sabres. Forthwith a 
shout is heard just in front of them, h nous Us Marseillais / upon 
which the gang jump out of the windows with true southern 
agility, clamber across the ditches, fall upon the grenadiers with 
their swords, kill one and woimd fifteen. — No d^but could be 
more brilliant The party at last possesses men of action ; ' and 

iBuboroux, " M^moires,** 37-4a— Ltturont-Lantaxd, "ManeOlet depuit 1789 JuMpi' 1^ 
tSss," L 134. " The mayor, Mourddlle," who had recruited them, "was periiape vcqr glad 
to get rid of them.**— On the oomporitioo of this group and on the previous rdfe of Rd>acqi4 
teech^KcrvL 

* Baches et Rouse, XVL 197 and following pages. — Mortimer-Teniaux, II. 148 (the greoi^ 
Aen numbered only i^),^-JifoniUurt XIII. 310 (session of Aug. z). Address of die grena- 
iB^enx "They swore on thdr honor that they did not draw their swords untfl after being 
tlueatefied for a quarter of an hour, then insulted and humiKated, untfl foroed to defend dieir 
Bves against a troop of brigands armed with pistols, and some of diem with carinnes."— " The 
reading of dus memorial is often interrupted by hootings fiom die galleries in vpbit of die 
ptesident's orders.**— Hootings again, when they file out of the chamber. 

'The lade cX men of action gready emburassed the Jaoolln party. ("Cont^pQiidaBoa dt 
ICirsbaauet duComtede la March," IL 326.) Letter of M. de MontmociiV Jvly iJb i|9a 
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they must be kept within reach ! Men who do such good work, 
and so expeditiously, must be well posted near the Tuileriea. 
The mayor, consequently, on the night of the 8th of August, 
without informing the commanding general, solely on his own 
authority, orders them to leave their barrdcks in the Rue Blanche 
and jtake up their quarters, with their arms and cannon, in the 
barracks belonging to the Cordeliers." 

Such is the military force in the hands of the Jacobin masses ; 
nothing remains but to place the civil power in their hands also, 
and, as the first gift of this kind was made to them by the 
Girondists, they will not fail to make them the second one. — On 
the ist of July, they decree that the sessions of administrative 
bodies should thenceforth be public ; this is submitting munici- 
palities, district, and department councils, as well as the National 
Assembly itself, to the clamour, the outrages, the menaces, the 
irule of Uieir audiences, which, in these bodies as in the National 
''Assembly, will always be Jacobin.* On the nth of July, on 
declaring the country in danger,' they render the sessions perma- 
nent, first of the administrative bodies, and next of the forty- 
eight sections of Paris, which is a surrender of the administrative 
bodies and the forty-eight sections of Paris to the Jacobin 
minority, which minority, through its zeal and being ever pres- 
ent, knows how to convert itsdf into a majority. — Let us trace 
the consequences of this, and see the winnowing which is thus 
effected by the double decree. Those who attend these meet- 

OB the <fispodtioo of the people of PaxiSfWeaxied and worn out*' to excen.** "Tliey will take 
no aide, dfStkxx for or againat the king. They no longer stir for any putpoae. Rioca art 
wfaofly fiftctitioas. So true it this, they are oUiged to bring men from the South to get tliem 
op. Neariy the whole of those who forced the gates of the Tutleries» or rather, who got 
Inside of them on the aoth of Jun^ were foreigners or lookers-on, got together at the si^ of 
Mtch a lot of pikes and red caps, etc. The cowards ran at the slightest indication of present- 
ing aims, wUch was done by a portion of the national guard on the axrival of a depatatiao 
ftom the National Assembly, thdr leaders bdng obliged to encourage diem by tdUng them 
that they were not to be fixed at" 

> Baches et Roux, XVI. 447. ** Chronique des dnquante Jours," by Roederer. 

* Mortimer-Teraauz, II. 378.— 127 Jacobins of Axras, led by Geoffivy and youngRobea- 
piene, declare to the Directory that they mean to come to its meetings and follow Its defib- 
erations. "Itis time that the master should keep his eye on his agents." The Directory, 
therefore, resigns Ouly 4. 1793).— /MUl, 4^ (report of Looux, municipal officer). The Paris 
■nip^r4pal council, on the night of August 9-10 deliberates under threats of death and the 
furious shouts of the galleries. 

'Duvergiex's "Collection of Laws and Decrees," July 4, 5-8, 11-13, asrsS.— Buches et 
Roux, XVL 85a The section of tne Theatre Franpais (of which Danton is president and 
Chanmette and Momoro secretaries) thus Interpret the declaration of the country being in 
danger. "AAar a declaration of the country being in danger by the reprracntatives of the 
Vi«li, It fe Btfonl ditt the people ilMlf ahoidd tdE* bMk Its menlgB ovenlght'' 
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towns, as, for example, in Troyes. In like manner, in the rural 
cantons, east of Doubs and west of Loire-Inf6rieure, but one- 
tenth of the electors dare exercise their right to vote." The 
dectoral spring is so exhausted, so often disturbed, and so stop- 
ped up as to be almost dry : in these primary assemblies which, 
directly or indirectly, delegate all public powers, and which, in 
the expression of the common will, should be full, /A^e are lack- 
ing six miliums three hundred thousand electors out of seven 
mllians. 

III. 

Through this anticipated purgation the assemblies of the first 
degree find themselves, for the most part, Jacobin ; consequently 
the electors of the second degree, appointed by them, are, for 
the most part, Jacobin ; in many departments, their assembly be- 
comes the most anarchical, the most turbulent, and the most 
usurping of all the clubs. Here there is only shouting, denun- 
ciations, oath-takings, incendiary motions, cheerings which carry 
all questions, fimous speeches by Parisian commissaries, by dele- 
gates fix)m the local club, by passing Federates, and by female 
wretches demanding arms.* The Pas-de-Calais assemblage sets 
free and applauds a woman imprisoned for having beaten a 
drum in a mob. Tlie Paris assembly firatemises with the Ver- 
sailles slaughterers and the assassins of the mayor of £tampe8. 
The assembly of the Bouches-du-Rh6ne gives a certificate of 
virtue to Jourdan, the Olaci^re murderer. The assembly ot 

iSmbsj, in. 45, 46^ Mi.~A]bert Babeau, I. 5x7.— Lallii, '*Le dscrict de Machecoul," 
a95,— C£ in Uie abore die Uttory of die decdont of St Afiique : out of more dun 600 refi»> 
tered decton die mayor and ijndic-attoraey are elected by forty votes.— ^The ^bUcU* of 
September, X795, on tbe consdtntlon of tbe year III. calls out only 958,000 voters. Repuf- 
nance to vodng stiD edsta. "Ninety times out of a hundred, on arcing: 'Qtizen, how did 
die Electoral Assembly of your canton go oflT? ' he would reply (in faiais) : 'Me, dtizent 
why should I go there f They had a good deal of trouble in gettiog along together.' Or, 
' What would you? There were not many there : honest people stayed at home 1 ' " (Meia»> 
ner, "Voyage 4 Pftrit," towards the end of 1795.) 

• ** Archives Natiooales," CII. i to jt^^^astim, especially the oflSdal reports of the assent 
bdes of the Booches-du>Rh6ne^ H^rault and Paris. Speech by Barbaroux to the Electoral 
A«embly of die Bouches-du-RhAne: '* Brothers and fiiends, liberty will perish if you do not 
dect men to the Nad<»ia] Convention whose hearts are filled with hatred of royalty. . . 
Mine is the soul of a fi«eman ; ever since my fourth year it has been nourished on hatred to 
kings. I will relieve France from this det nta Me race, or I will die in the attempt. Before I 
leave you I wiU sign my own deadi-warfant, I wiD designate what I love most, I will show 
you aU my possessions, I will lay a dagger on tbe table which shall pierce my heart if ever foi 
an instant I prove folse to the cause of the people I " (session of SepL 3).~Guilloii de Moot 
Uoo, I. x3S'-^Sauzay, IlL 14^ 
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Seine-et-Mame applauds the proposal to cast a cannon which 
might contain the head of Louis XVI. for a cannon-ball to be 
fired at the enemy. — It is not surprising that an electoral 
body without self-respect should respect nothing, and practice 
self-mutilation under the pretext of purification.^ The object of 
the despotic majority was to reign at once, without any contest, 
on its own authority, and to expel all ofiensive electors. At Paris, 
in the Aisne, in Haute-Loire. in lUe-et-Vilaine, in Maine-et- 
Loire, it excludes as unworthy the members of old Feuillants 
and monarchical clubs, and the signers of constitutionalist pro- 
tests. In H6rault it cancels the elections in the canton of 
Servian, because the iluSy it says, are "mad aristocrats." In 
Ome it drives away an old Constituent, Goupil de Pr6fehi, be- 
cause he voted for the revision, also, his son-in-law, because he 
IS his son-in-law. In the Bouches-du-Rh6ne, where the canton 
of Seignon, by mistake or through routine, swore " to maintain 
the constitution of the kingdom," it sets aside these retrograde 
ilus^ commences proceedings against the "crime committed," 
and sends troops against Noves because the Noves elector, 
a justice who is denounced and in peril, has escaped fit>m 
the electoral den. — After the purification of persons it pro- 
ceeds to the purification of sentiments. At Paris, and in, at 
least, nine departments,' and in contempt of the law, it sup- 
presses the secret ballot, the last refiige of timid conservatives, 
and imposes on each elector a public vote by word of mouth, on 
his name being called ; that is to say, if he does not vote as he 
ought to, he has the lantern before him.^ Nothing could more 
surely convert hesitation and indecision into good sense, while, in 
many a place, still more powerfiil machinery is violently opposed 

> Durand-MaiUane, L 33. In the Electoral Assembly of the Bouches-du-RhAne "there 
was a desire to kill an elector suspected of aristocracy." 

t Mortimer-Temaux» IV. 52. " Archives Nationales," OIL x to 3a.--Official report of the 
Elactoral Assembly of Bouches-du-Rhdne. Speech by Pienne Bayle, Sept 3: "That man b 
not free who tries to conceal his conscience b the shadow of a vote. The Romans openly 
dected their tribunes. . . Who amongst us would rgect so wise a measure t Tkd gmOei^ 
Ut if HU Naiianal Attembfy fuoft had as much to do with fositrhig tki RtvcbOwu as ik* 
bayonets ^ patriots.** -^n Setno-et-Marae the Assembly at first decided for the secret vote ; 
at tho request of the Paris comoussaries, Ronnn and Lacroiz, it readnds its decision and 
adopts voting aloud and bycaU 

•Baibarottx, "M^nuxres," 379: "One day, on pioceedbg to the elactionsy tnmnknous 
shouts break out: ' That is an anti-revolutionist firom Aries, hang him I ' An Arieshn ha^ 
indeed, been arrested on the square, brought into the Assembly, and dtey were ktlfaiff dow« 
the lantern to run Urn tip." 
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to the elections. At Paris the elections are carried on in the 
midst of atrocities, under the pikes of the butchers, and con 
ducted by their instigators. At Meaux and at Rheims the 
electors in session were within hearing of the screeches of the 
murdered priests. At Rheims the butchers themselves ordered 
the electoral assembly to elect their candidates, Drouet, the 
famous post-master, and Armonville, a tipsy wool-carder, upon 
which one-half of the assembly withdrew, while the two candi- 
dates of the assassins are elected. At Lyons, two days after the 
massacre, the Jacobin commander writes to the Minister: "Yes- 
terday's catastrophe puts the aristocrats to flight, and ensiu-es us 
the majority in Lyons.*'* From universal suffrage thus sub- 
jected to so much sifting, submitted to such heavy pressure, 
heated and re&ied in the revolutionary alembic, those who 
control it obtain all they want, a concentrated extract, the qum- 
tessence of the Jacobin spirit. 

And yet, should this extract not seem to them sufficiently 
strong, wherever they are sovereign, they throw it away and be- 
gin over again. At Paris,* by means of a piuifying and surplus 
ballot, the new Council of the Commune undertakes the expul« 
sion of its lukewarm members, while d'Ormesson, the mayor 
elect of the moderates, is assailed with so many threats that, on 
the verge of his installation, he resigns. At Lyons,' another 
moderate, Nivifere-Chol, twice elected, and, by 9,000 out of 
11,000 votes, is twice compelled to abandon his place; after him, 
Gilibert, the physician, who, supported by the same voters, is 
about to obtain the majority, is seized suddenly and cast into 
prison ; even in prison, he is elected ; the clubbists confine him 
there more rigidly, and do not let him out even after extorting 
his resignation. — Elsewhere in the rural cantons, for example, in 
Franche-Comt^,* a number of elections are cancelled when the 
person elected happens to be a Catholic. The Jacobin minority 
firequently secede, meet in a tavern, elect their mayor or justice 

> Mortiiner-Teniaax, III. 338.— 1>« Sybel» ** Htstoire de I'Europe pendant h R^vohitioo 
Fiangaiie" (DoMpieC't tnuuladon), I. 525. (Correspondence of the anny of tbe South, lettw 
by Chariet de ITciac, commanding the regular troops at Lyons.; 

* Mortimer-TanMuuc, V. xox, laa and following pag«ak. 

iGuiOoa da Mo ntUo n, I. 17*, 196 and following pages. 

^Sausay, IIL aao and following pages.—Albert Babeau, II. 15. At Troye% two aafon 
elected icfiiae m turn. At the third ballot in this town of from 33,000 to 3S000 aawli^ dM 
1 400 out of 555 votes. 
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of the peace, and the validity of his election is secured because 
he is a patriot ; so much the worse for that of the majority, whose 
more numerous votes are null because given by " £uiatics/' — 
The response of imiversal suffirage thus appealed to cannot be 
other than that which is framed for it Indisputable facts are 
to show to what extent this response is compulsive or perverted, 
what a distance there is between an ofhcial choice and public 
opinion, how the elections give a contrary meaning to popular 
sentiment. The departments of Deux-Sivres, Maine-et- Loire, 
la Vendue, Loire-Inf^rieure, Morbihan, and Finist^re, send only 
anti-catholic republicans to the Convention, while these same 
departments are to become the inexhaustible nursery of the great 
catholic and royalist insurrection. Three regicides out of four 
deputies represent Loz^re, where, six months later, thirty thou- 
sand pea^ts are to march under the white flag. Six regicides 
out of nine deputies represent la Vendue, which is going to rise 
from one end of it to the other in the name of the King.* 

IV. 

However vigorous the electoral pressure may have been, the 
voting machine has not answered what was expected from it 
At the opening of the session, out of seven hundred and forty- 
nine deputies, only about fifty' are found to approve of the Com- 

■ MenHntr^ XV. 184 to 393 (the roll-call of those who voted for the deadi of Louis XVI).^ 
Dvunotnie^ II. 73 (Dumouriez reaches Paris Feb. 9t» >793» after visiting the coasts of Dii» 
kirk and Antweip) : '* All dirough Picardy, Artois, and maritime Flanders Dumouriez found 
tfie people in consternation at the tragic end of IxHiis XVI. He noticed that the very naat 
of Jacobin exdted horror as well as fear.*' 

* This number, so important, is verified by the following passages '.—Motuteur, sesaioo of 
Dec. 39, 1793. Speech by Oirotteau : " Fifty members against 69a . . About twenty 
fbnner nobles, fifteen or twenty priests, and a dozen September judges (want to pcevafl 
against) 700 depudes." — Ibid., 85s (Dec. 96, on the motion to defer the trial of the king): 
" About fifty voices, with energy. No ! no ! "—Ibid., 865, (Dec. 97, a violent speech by Lequi. 
oio, applauded by the extreme *' Lefl" and the gall^es; the president calls them to order) : 
** The applause continues of about fifty memben ci the extreme ' Lefi' "— Mortimer-Ter- 
naux, VI. 557. (Address by Tallien to the Parisians, Dec 93, against the banishment of tho 
Duke of Orleans) : " To-morrow, under the vain pretext of another measure of general safely, 
die 60 or 80 memben who on accou nt of their courageous and inflexible adherence to princi- 
ptes are oOensive to the Brissotine foction, will be driven out**— ^Miatrtrr, XV. 74 (Jan. 6). 
Robespierre, addressbg Roland, utters this expression : ** the fiictious nunisten.** ** Cries of 
Ofdirt A V0t» ^ cnuurt! Te tkt Abbaytt *Is the honest minister whom aU Fkuwa 
esteems,' says a member, ' to be treated in this way T '—Shouts of bughter greet the excla- 
mation firom about sixty members.** — Ibid, XV. 114 (Jan. 11). Denunciation tk the party d 
anarchists by Bosot Gamier replies to him : *' You calumniate Paris ; you preach dvl 
war!" **Yesf yes I ' exclaim about sixty members— Buchez et Roux, XXIV. 368 (Feb. 
26). Thequestioc s. whether Marat shall be indicted. *' Murmurs from the extreme * LcA, 
about a doMB aembers vodferously demanding the order of the day." 
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mune, neariy all of them elected, as at Rheims and Paris* where 
tenor has the elector by the throat, "under the clubs, axes, dag- 
gers, and bludgeons of the butchers." ' In other quarters, where 
the physical impressions of murder have not been so tangible 
and keen, some sense of propriety has prevented too glaring 
dections. The inclination to vote for well-known names could 
not be wholly arrested; seventy-seven members of the Constitu- 
ent Assembly, and one hundred and eighty-six of the Legislative 
Assembly enter the Convention, and the practical knowledge 
which many of these have of government business has given 
them some light In short, the consciences of six himdred and 
t&y deputies are only in part perverted. 

They are all, imquestionably, decided republicans, enemies of 
tradition, apostles of reason, and trained in deductive politics; 
only on these conditions could they be elected. Every candi- 
date is supposed to possess the Jacobin fiuth, or, at least, to recite 
the revolutionary creed. The Convention, consequently, at its 
opening session votes unanimously, with cheers and enthusiasm, 
the abolition of royalty, and three months later it pronounces, 
by a large majority, Louis XVI. "guilty of conspiring against 
the liberty of the nation, and of assaults on the general welfare 
of the State."* — Nevertheless, social habitudes still subsist under 
political prejudices. A man who is bom in and lives for a long 
time in an old community, is, through this alone, marked with its 
imprint ; the customs to which he conforms have cr3rstallised in 
him in the shape of sentiments : if it is well-regulated and civil- 
ised, he has involuntarily arrived at respect for property and for 
human life, and, in most characters, this respect has taken very 
deep root A theory, even if adopted, does not wholly succeed 
in destroying this respect; only in rare instances is it successful, 
when it encounters coarse and defective natures ; to take full hold, 
it is necessary that it should fall on the scattered inheritors of 
former destructive appetites, on those hopelessly degenerate souls 
in which the passions of an anterior date are slumbering; then only 
does its malevolence fully appear, for it rouses the ferocious or 
plundering instincts of the barbarian, the raider, the inquisitor, and 

> Bteder, "Le nouvean Paris," II. 200. 

• Baches et Roux, XIX. 17, XXVIII. 168.— llie king is declared guilty by 683 votes; yi 
abstain from voting, as judges; of these 37, 26, either as individuals or legislaton, dodart 
^ Idng guilty. None of the other iz declare him innocent. 



Digitized 



by Google 



284 THE REVOLUTION. book nr, 

the pacha. On the contrary, with the greatest number, do what 
it will, integrity and humanity always remain powerful motors. 
Nearly all these legislators, bom amongst the average of the mid- 
dle dass, are at bottom, whatever momentary excitement may stir 
their minds, what they always have been up to the time being, 
advocates, attome3rs, merchants, priests, or physicians of the 
ancient regime, and what they continue to be later on, docile 
administrators or zealous functionaries of the empire,' that is to 
say, ordinary civilised persons belonging to the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, sufficiently honest m private life to have a 
desire to be equally so in public life. — Hence their horror of an- 
archy, of Marat,* and of the September butchers and robbers. 
Three dajrs after their assembling together they vote, ^almost 
unanimously," the preparation of a law ''against the instigators 
of murder and assassination." ''Almost unanimously," they de- 
sire to raise a guard, recruited in the eighty-three departmentSi 
against the armed bands of Paris and the Commune. Potion is 
elected as their first president by "almost the totality of suf 
firages." Roland, who has just read his report to them, is greeted 
widi the "loudest" applause firom nearly the "entire" Assembly. 
In short, they are for the ideal republic against actual brigands. 
This accoimts for their ranging themselves around those upright 
and sincere deputies, who, in the two preceding Assemblies or 
alongside of them, were the ablest defenders of both principles 
and humanity, around Buzot, Lanjuinais, P6tion, and Rabaut- 
Saint-Etienne; around Brissot, Vergniaud, Guadet, Gensonn^, 
Isnard, and Condorcet; around Roland, Louvet, Barfoarouz, 
and the five hundred deputies of the " Plain," marching in one 

> *<Diclioiiiiaire faiognphique," by Ejrmoy, 1807 (4 toIs.). The litinition of the c oofia 
tionbts who turvive die RevdutioD may here be asoertaiiied. Most of tfiem become dTil ov 
criminal judges, prefects, commissaries of police, heads of bureaus, post-oflioe employees, or 
legistiy clerics, ocdlectors, review-inspecton, etc The following is die proportion of r^^ididet 
among those thus in ofltoe: Out of 83 piefects sx Toted for the king's death; 4a out of 43 
magistxates Toted for it, the 43d being ill at the time of the sentence. Of 5 senators 4 voted 
for Us death, and \a deputies out of 16. Out of 36 other fonctionaries of various kinds 35 
voted for death. Amoqg the remaining regicides we again find s coundllan of stale, 4 dip* 
.omatic agents and consuls, a generals, 9 receiver-generals, x oommissaiy^genend of tha 
poKoe^ X minister in the cabinet of Ring Joseph, the minister of police^ and tlie arrfwchancwl. 
Im- of the empire. 

•Bochez et Roox, XIX. 97, sesskm of Sept ss, X79a. Blaxat states: « *I hanre mmf pv. 
aonl wemies b tUs assembly.' * AU i alll ' exdaim die endre Assembly, 1 
|^-.^J«. XIX. j^ 49. «* 33«. 
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body under the leadership of the one hundred and eighty Giron 
dists who now form the " Right" * 

The latter, among the republicans, are the most sincere and 
have the most faith; for they have long been such, through 
reflection, study and system. Nearly all of them are reading 
men, reasoners, philosophers, disciples of Diderot or of Rous- 
seau, satisfied that absolute truth had been revealed by their 
masters, thoroughly imbued with the Encyclopidie or the Contrat 
Socialj the same as the Puritans formerly were with the Bible.' 
At the age when the mind is maturing, and fondly clings to gen- 
eral ideas,^ they espoused the theory and aimed at a reconstruc- 
tion of society according to abstract principles. They have ac- 
cordingly set to work as pure logicians, rigorously appljdng the 
superficial and false system of analysis then in vogue. They 
have formed for themselves an idea of man in general, the same 
in all times and ages, an extract or minimum of man; they 
have pondered over several thousands or millions of these ab- 
stract mortals, erected their imaginary wills into primordial 
rights, and drawn up in anticipation the chimerical contract 
which is to regulate their impossible union. There are to be 
no more privileges, no more heredity, no qualifications of any 
kind; all are to be electors, all eligible and all equal mem- 
bers of the sovereignty; all powers are to be of short date, and 
conferred through election; there must be but one assembly, 
elected and entirely renewed annually, one executive council 
elected and one-half renewed annually, a national treasury- 
board elected and one-third renewed annually ; all local admin- 
istrations and tribunals must be elected; a referendum to the 
people, the electora* body endowed with the initiative, a con- 
stant appeal to the sovereignty, which, always consulted and 
always active, wiU manifest its will not alone by the choice of its 
mandatories but, again, through ''the censure" which it will 

■ MdDaa, "M^noires/* aa—Buches et Rous, XXVL Sesiioa of April 15, X793. De- 
wmcfation of lihe Twenty-Two Girondists by the sections of Pazi« : Royier-PonfrMe regieCi 
"that Us name is not inscribed on thb honorable list 'And all of us— alll all!' exclaim 
duee-quaxters of the Assembly, riang from their seats." 

s ** Archxves Natxonales»" AF. 45. Letter of Thomas Paine to Danton» May 6, 1793 (in 
Xn^sh). " I do not know better men or better patriots." This letter, compaxed with the 
meeches or publications of the day, produces a singular impresdoo throu^ its practica] good 
sense. This Anglo-American, however radical he may be, relies on nothing but exp e ri en c e 
md example in his political disctisrions 

•Ct tha memoixs of Busoi^ Barbannuc, Louret, Biadame Robad^ elo. 
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apply to the laws — such is the Constitution they forge for them- 
selves,* "The English Constitution," says Condorcet, "is made 
for the rich, that of America for citizens well-off; die French 
Constitution should be made for all men." — ^Thus entitled, it is 
the only legitimate one; every institution that departs from it is 
opposed to natural right and, therefore, fit only to be put down. 
— This is what the Legislative Assembly has done, and we are 
well aware through what persecution of Catholic consciences, 
through what violations of feudal property, through what en- 
croachments on the legal authority of the King, with what 
passion against the remains of the ancient regime, with what 
toleration of crime by the people, with what rigidity, haste and 
rashness, and with what illusions,* even to plunging France into 
an European war, even to arming the vilest classes, even to see- 
ing, in the overthrow of all government, the advent of philos- 
ophy and the triumph of reason. — The Girondist, where his 
Utopia is concerned, is a sectarian, and he knows no scruples. 
Little does he care whether nine out of ten electors vote; he 
regards himself as the authorised representative of the ten. 
Little does he care whether the great majority of Frenchmen 
fiEivor the Constitution of 1791 ; it is his business to impose on 
them his own. Little does he care whether his former opponents, 
I^gy inngris^ unsworn ecclesiastics, are honorable men or at 
least excusable ; he will launch against them every rigorous legal 
proceeding, transportation, confiscation, dvil death and physical 
death.' In his own eyes he is the justiciary, and his investiture 
is bestowed upon him by eternal right. There is no human in- 
fatuation so pernicious to man as that of absolute right; noth* 
ing is better calculated for the destruction in him of the hered- 
itary accumulation of moral conceptions. — ^\^thin the narrow 
boimds of their creed, however, the Girondists are sincere and 
consistent. They are masters of their formulae; they know how 
to deduce consequences frt)m them ; they believe in them the 
same as a geometrician in his theorems, and a theologian in the 

> Bodies et Roox, XXIV. loa. (Pbn dxmwn up by Condoroet, and repotted in diie nanit 
•fdie CoaunitteeoD die Consdtotkm, April zs and z6^ X793.) Condoraet adds to dib a report 
«f Us own, of wUdi he poblishet an abstract in the Ckrvniqm d» Faria. 

• Bodies et Roux, XXTV. zos. Condorcet's abstract contains the following auiamdli M tf y 
iMteooe: **In aU free countries the influence of the populace is feared with reason ; but glv« 
aO men the same rights and there will be no populkc* " 

•€£ Edmond Bir6, «• La l^gende des GiroDdb%" on the part «f the Ginmdbia hi aB *SBt 
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articles of his faith ; they are anxious to apply them, to device a 
constitution, to establish a regular government, to emerge from 
a barbarous state, to put an end to fighting in the street, to pil- 
laging, to murders, to the sway of brutal force and of naked 
arms. 

The disorder, moreover, so repugnant to them as logicians is 
still more repugnant to them as cultivated, polished men. They 
have a sense of what is proper,* of becoming ways, and their 
tastes are even refined. They are not familiar with, nor do they 
desire to imitate, the rude manners of Danton, his coarse lan- 
guage, his oaths, and his low associations with the populace 
They have not, like Robespierre, gone to lodge with a boss- 
carpenter, to live with him and eat with his &mily. Unlike 
Pache, Minister of War, no one among them "feels honored" 
by "going down to dine with his porter," and by sending his 
daughters to the club to give a fraternal kiss to drunken Jaco- 
bins.' At Madame Roland's house there is a sal6n, although it is 
stiff and pedantic ; Barbaroux sends verses to a marchioness, who, 
after the 2d of Jime, elopes with him to Caen.' Condorcet has 
Hved in high society, while his wife, a former canoness, possesses 
the charms, the repose, the mstruction, and the' Jiness^ of an 
accomplished woman. Men of this stamp cannot endure close 
alongside of them the inept and gross dictatorship of an armed 
rabble. In providing for the public treasiuy they require regu* 
lar taxes and not tyrannical confiscations.^ To repress the 

> These traits aze weO defined m the chai^ges of the popular party against them made bf 
rabre d'Bgbntine. Maillan, ** M^moires," 333. (Speech of Fabre d'Eglantine at the J«oo- 
bia Ctah in rdatton to die address of die commune, demanding the expulsion of the Twentf^ 
Twa) " Yon iMve often taken die people to task; yoa have even sometimes tried to flatter 
Aem ; hut diere was about this flattery that ariiiocraiie tdr iff cMnnt and duWtt whid\ 
could deceive nobody Your vm^s^a bourgtois paMdan are always peroeptiUe in yo« 
words and acts: you ntver vtauttd to mix with iht j^opU, Here is your doctrine in few 
wofds : after die people have served in revolutions they must return to dust, be of no account, 
and allow themselves to be led by those who know more than diey and who are willing to 
take the trouble to lead them. You, Brissot, and especially you, P6tion^ you have received 
us formally, haughtily, and with reserve. You extend to us one finger, but you never gn^ 
the whole hand. You have not even refused youndves diat keen deU^t of the ambidous. 
Insolence and disdain." 

* Buzot, " M^moizes,** 78. 

* Edmond Bir^ " La Kgende des Ginmdins.*' <Inedlted firagments of the memoirs of P^ 
tkm and BarlMrouz, quoted by Vatd in *'Chariotte Corday and the Girondists," IIL 471, 

478.) 

4Buches et Roux, XXVI. 177. A financial plan ofiered by die department of Hinwk 
idopled by Cambon and i^ected by the Girondists. 
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malevolent they require " punishments and not proscriptions." ' 
In all State trials they oppose irregular courts, and strive to main- 
tarn for those under indictment some of the usual safeguards.' 
On declaring the King guilty they hesitate in pronouncing sen- 
tence of death, and try to lighten their responsibility by appealing 
to the people. " Laws and not blood," an expression uttered 
with great effect in a drama of the day, is the statement in 
brief of their political ideas. — Now the law, in its essence, 
especially Republican law, is the law of all ; once enacted, no- 
body, no citizen, no city, no party, can refuse to obey it without 
being criminal It is monstrous that one city should arrogate to 
itself the privilege of ruling the nation ; Paris, like other depart- 
ments, ought to be reduced to its one -eighty-third proportion of 
influence. It is monstrous that, in a capital of 700,000 souls, 
five or six thousand radical Jacobins should oppress the sections 
and alone elect their candidates; in the sections and at the polls, 
all citizens, at least all repubUcans, should enjoy an equal and 
fi:ee vote. It is monstrous that the principle of popular sover- 
eignty should be used to cover up attacks against popular sover- 
eignty, that, imder the pretence of saving the State, the first- 
comer may kill whom he pleases, that, under the color of resisting 
oppression, each mob should have the right to put the govern- 
ment down. — Hence, this militant right must be moderated, 
kept within legal bounds and subjected to a fixed process.' 
Should any individual desire a law, a reform or a public measure, 
let him state this on paper over his own rignature and that of 
fifty other citizens of the same primary assembly; then the prop- 
osition must be submitted to his own primaiy assembly ; then, 
in case it obtains a majority, to the primary assemblies of his 
arrondissenurU ; then, in case of a majority, to the primary 
assemblies of his department ; then, in case of a majority, to the 
Legislative body; then, in case of rejection, to all the primary 
assemblies of the empire, so that after a second verdict of the 
same assemblies twice consulted, the Legislative body, jddding 
to the majority of primary suffi-ages, may dissolve and a new 

> Buches ttC Row^ XXY. Speedi by Vergniaud (April xo), pp. 376^ 377, jtS. " Ab efibvt 
is made to MOomplUi dM Ittvoliition by terror. I would aocomidisb it t 



• Bucbes et Roox, XXTV. X09. Plan of a constitution presented by Condovoat Dedara. 
don of ilgfata, article 3a. " In every five goTemment the mode of rrrittaara to difiere&t acta 
oC oppwwion should be regulated by law."~/Mi^, 136. Title VIII. of the Coostttutioii 
<*DahCcMiii«detloh." 
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Legislative body, in which all old members shall be declared 
ineligible, take its place. — ^This is the final expression, and the 
master idea, of the theory. Condorcet, its able constructor, sur- 
passed himself. No more ingenious nor more complicated piece 
of mechanism could be drawn out on paper. The Girondists^ 
in the closing article of this unobjectionable constitution, thmk 
that they have discovered a way to muzzle the brute and give 
,the sovereign full sway. 

Just as if the brute could be muzzled with any constitution, 
and especially this one ! Just as if it was in the humor to let 
the muzzle be put on ! Robespierre, on the part of the Jaco- 
bins, replies by an article opposing that of Condorcet* "To 
subject resistance to oppression to legal formalities is the last 
refinement of tyranny. . . . When a government violates 
the people's rights, a general insurrection of the people, as well 
as of portions of the people, is the most sacred of duties." Now, 
political orthodoxy, close reasoning, and oratorical talent are 
no arms against this ever-muttering insurrection. "Our phi- 
losophers," says a good observer,* "want to attain their ends 
by persuasion; which is equivalent to saying that battles are 
won by eloquence, fine speeches, and plans of a constitution. 
Very soon, according to them, ... it will suffice to take 
complete copies of Machiavelli, Rousseau and Montesquieu into 
a fight instead of cannon, it never occurring to them that these 
men, like their works, never were, and are not sdll, anything but 
simpletons against a cut-throat provided with a good sword." 
—The parliamentary ground is Men away ; things have returned 
to a state of nature, that is, to a state of war, and not discus* 
sion but force is the question now on hand. To be in the right, 
to convince the convention, to obtain majorities, to pass decrees, 

> Bodbes et Roojc, XXrV. 93. Senkm of die Jacobin Chib, April ax, 1793. 

*Sdunid^ "TaUeaux de la R£volutioii Fkan9aiae," IL 4. (Report of Dutard» Jane ^ 
vmyV'^nhit mental traits of the Jacobins fonn acontrast and are fully visible in the foDofirinf 
apeeches: "We desire des^ticalfy a popular constitution." (Address of the P&iis Jacofaia 
CMb to the dubs in the departments, Jan. 7, 1793.)— Buchez et Roux, XXIII. a88.— ./iU, 
•74. (Spee ch by Legtos in the Jaoobfai Qub, Jan. x.) ''Patriots are not counted; they go 
by weight . . One patriot in a scale weighs more than xoo,ooo aristocrats. One Jacofaia 
weighs more than lo^ooo Feoillants. One republican wei^ more than xoo^ooo monarcMsta. 
One patriot of die Motmtain weighs more than xoo,ooo Biissotins. Hence I condode that 
the coDventioo should not be stopped by the large number of votes against die deadi-sentaioa 
of Louis XVL, (and that) even (if diere should be) but a minority of die nation desfafag 
Gapeifa death."— ''Applauded." (I am obliged to oenect die bst senttnoe^ m it woi4d 
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would be suitable in ordinary times, under a government pro- 
vided with an armed force and a regular administration, by 
which, from the summits of public authority, the decrees of a 
majority descend through submissive functionaries to a sympa- 
thetic and obedient population. But, in times of anarchy, and 
above all, in the den of the Commune, in Paris, such as the 
loth of August and the 2d of September made it, all this is of 
no account. 



And, &rst of all, because in this great city of Paris they aie 
isolated, and have no group of zealous partisans to depend upon. 
For, if the large majority is opposed to their adversaries, that is 
not in their favor, it having secretly, at heart, remained " consti- 
tutionalist." ^ " I would make myself master of Paris," says a 
professional observer, " in ten days without striking a blow if I 
bad but six thousand men, and one of Lafayette's stable-boys to 
command them." Lafayette, indeed, since the departure or con- 
cealment of the royalists, represents the old, frxed, and deep- 
seated opinion of the capital. Paris submits to the Girondists as 
well as to the Montagnards as usurpers ; the mass of the public 
regards them with ill-will, and not only the bourgeoisie^ but like- 
wise the majority of the people, is opposed to the' established 
^gime. 

Work is scarce and food is dear; brandy has tripled in price; 
only four hundred oxen are brought in at the Poissy maiket 
instead of seven or eight thousand; the butchers declare that, 
the following week, there will be no meat in Paris except for the 
sick. To obtain a small ration of bread it is necessary to wait 
five or six hours in a Ime at the baker's shops, and,' as is custom- 

> Buzot, '* M^moires," 33: " The nu^oiity of French people yearned after royalty and tha 
Constiiution of 179a This was the strongest ledng, and especially at FaiiB. . . Tbii 
people is republican under the guillotine. . . All its desires, all its hopes in^oa to tho 
institution of 1791."— Schmidt, I. 339 (Dntard, May x6). Dntard, an old advocate and 
ftiend of Garat, is one of those rare men who see &cta behind words; dear-aighfeed, enai g a ifc» 
active, abounding in practical counsels, and deserving of n better ^lief than GavaL 

* Schmidt, UncL, I. 173, 179 (May x, 1793). 

• Dauban (" DiumsJ de Bcaulieu," Apiil 17), " La Demagogke k Paris en xj^yT V* tsa.-* 
"Archives Nationales,** AFII. 45 (report by the police. May 90). "The deanesa of ao^ 
plies is the leading cause of agitation and complaints." — (fbid.^ May 94). " The tranqvinity 
which now prevails in Paris wtU soon be dLsturbeti if the prices of ^ priaae imi iiiiiiiii of Ufc 
do not shortly diminish." — {Ibid,^ May 25). " Complaints against dear food increaae dailj 
■ad this drcomstanca looks as if it might become one of the oiotifai cf fcribOQM hg cvaML 
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aiy, workmen and housekeepers impute all this to the govern- 
ment This government, which so poorly provides for its needs, 
injures them yet more in their deepest feelings, in the habits most 
dear to them, in their faith and worship. The common people, 
even at Paris, is still at this time very religious, much more so 
than at the present day. When the priest bearing tie Host 
passes along the street, the crowd '' gathers from all sides, men, 
women, and children, young and old, and fall on their knees in 
adoration.'' * The day on which the relics of Saint-Leu are 
borne in procession through the Rue St Martin, "everybody 
kneels; I did not see a man," sa3rs a carefid observer, "that did 
not take ofif his hat At the guard-house of the MauconseQ 
section, the entire company presented arms." At the same time 
the ^^citoyennes around the markets talked with each other to 
know if there was any way of decking houses with tapestry."* 
The following week they compel the revolutionary committee 
of Saint-Eustache' to authorise another procession, and again 
each one kneels : " everybody approved of the ceremony, no one, 
that I heard of, making any objection. This is a striking pic- 
ture. ... I saw repentance, I saw the parallel each is forced 
to draw between the actual state of things and the former one. 
I saw what a privation the people had to endure in the loss of 
that which, formerly, was the most imposing of all church cere- 
monies. People of all ranks and ages were deeply a£fected and 
humble, and many had tears in their eyes." Now, in this 
respect, the Girondists, by virtue of being philosophers, are more 
iconoclastic, more intolerant than any one, and there is no reason 
for preferring them to their adversaries. At bottom, the govern- 
ment installed by the recent dectoral comedy, for the major 

iScfaiiiidt,L 198 (Dutard, May 9). 

'Schmidt I. 350; II. 6 (Dutard, May 30, June 7 and 8). 

•Dimnd'Maillane^ xoo: *'The Girondist party was 3ret more impious than Robeapiena." 
*^ dqmty having demanded that mention should be made of die Supreme Being in die pv^ 
MBbk of the constitution, Vergniaud replied : "We have no more to do withNuma's nymph 
dian widi Mahomet's i^geon ; reason is sufficient to give France a good constitution."— Bo- 
dm et Rottx, XIII. 444. Robespierre having spoken of the Emperor Leopold's death aa a 
■tmke of Providence, Guadet replies that he sees *'no sense in that idea," and blames Robe»- 
piene lor "endeavoring to restore the people to die slavishness of superstition."— /M£, 
XXVL 63 (session of April 19, X793)* Speech by Vergniaud against article IX. of the Deo* 
hcatioo of Rig^its, which states that ** all men are free to worship as they please." Uria 
aiflcle, says Vergniaud, "is a resuk of the despotism and supersdtion under which we hava 
to lottg groaned."— Salles : "I ask the Convention to draw up an article by which each cili> 
MD, n^Mlever his form of wcnrship, shall bind himself to submit to the law."— lAi^ninaK 
^km taakad aloiw with the Girondbts, b a Catholic and confirmed Gallican. j 
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portion of the Parisians, has no authority but the fact of its ex« 
istence ; people put up with it because there is no other, fully 
recognising its worthlessness ; Mt is a government of strangers, 
of mterlopers, of cavillers, of bunglers, the weak and the violent 
The Convention has no hold either on the people or on the 
bourgeois class, and in proportion as it glides more rapidly down 
the revolutionary hill, it severs one by one the ties which still 
bind it to the indifferent. 

In a reign of eight months it has alienated public opinion en- 
tirely. " Almost all who have property of any kind are conserva- 
tive," * and all the conservatives are against it. " The gendarmes 
here openly talk against the Revolution, even up to the revolution- 
ary tribunal, whose judgments they loudly condemn. All the 
old soldiers detest the actual order of things." ' — ^The volunteers 
" who come back from the army appear angry at putting the King 
to death, and on that account they would flay all the Jacobins." * 
— No party in the Convention escapes this universal disaffection 
and growing aversion. "If the question of guillotining the 
members of the Convention could be put to an open vote, it 
would be carried against them by a majority of nineteen-twenti- 
eths," • which, in fact, is about the proportion of electors who, 
through fright or disgust, keep away from the polls. Let the 
" Right " or the " Left " of the Convention be victors or van- 
quished, that is a matter which concerns them ; the public at 
large does not enter into the discussions of its conquerors, and no 
longer cares for either Gironde or " Mountain." Its old griev- 
ances alwajTS revive '' against the Vergniauds, Guadets" and com- 
pany ; • it does not like them, and has no confidence in them, 
and wiU let them be crushed without helping them. The infuri- 
ates may expel the Thirty-Two, if they choose, and put them 
imder lock and key. "There is nothing the aristocracy (meaning 
by this, owners of property, merchants, bankers, the rich, and 
the well-to-do), desire so much as to see them guillotined."' 

> Schmidt, L 347 (Dutaid, May 30). *' What do I now beholdt A diaoootented people 
tetbg the Convention, aD its administrators, and the actual state of things generally.** 

s Sdimidt, I. 878 (Dutaid, May as). 

•Schmidt, I. az6 (Dutard, May 13). 

« Schmidt, I. 040 (Dutard, May 17). 

•Schmidt, I. 217 <Dutard, May 13). 

•Schmidt, I. 163 (Dutard, April 30). 

f Schmidt, II. 37 (Dutard, June 13). Cf. IhitL, II. 8a (Dutard, June ai): " If the gnfr 
dining of the Thirty-Two ware subject to the call by name^ and die vole a eeoet ODi^ 

o 
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'Even the inferior aristocracy (meaning petty tradesmen and 
head-workmen) take no more interest in iheir fate than if tlhey 
were so many escaped wild beasts • . . again caught anc 
put in their cages." * " Guadet, Potion, Brissot, would not find 
thirty persons in Paris who would take their part, or even take 
cb^ first step to save them."* 

Apart firom all this, it makes but little difference whether the 
majority has any preferences \ its sympathies, if it has any, will 
never be other than platonic. It no longer counts for anything 
in either camp, it has withdrawn fi-om the battle-field, it is now 
simply the sport of the conflict, the prey or the booty of the 
fiiture conqueror. For, unable or unwilling to comply with the 
political system imposed on it, it is self-condemned to utter pow- 
erlessness. This system is the direct government of the people 
by the pec^le, with all that ensues, permanence of the section 
assemblies, debates in public of the clubs, uproar in the galleries, 
motions in the open au-, mobs and manifestations in the streets ; 
nothing is less attractive and more impracticable to occupied and 
civilised beings. In our modem communities, work, the family, 
and social intercourse absorb nearly all our time; hence, such a 
system suits only the indolent and brutal, who, without homes or 
a calling, pass their days at the club, the same as in a tavern or 
cafiS, and there find themselves in their place ; the others refiise 
to enter a circle which seems wholly and expressly shaped for 
celibates, foundlings, and persons with no profession, living in 
lodgings, foul-mouthed, destitute of the sense of smell, with a 
gift of the gab, robust arms, tough hide, solid haunches, expert 
in hustling, and with whom blows are the substitute for argu- 
ments.' — ^After the September massacres, and on the opening c< 

dedne to you that every req>ectable man would hasten in from the ooontry to give his votf^ 
and that none of diose now in Paris would fidl to betake themsehres to their lecticfu." 

1 Sdunidt, II. 35 (Dutard, June 13). On the tense of these two wotds, h^/tritr mrtthC' 
racy, C£ all of Dutard's xeports and thoee of other obaervers in die enqiloj cf Gasat 

• Schmidt, II. 37 (Dutard. June 13). 

■Schmidt, I. 328 (Perri^ May 28): '* Intelligent men and property-mwners abandoaad 
die section assemblies to others as places where the workman's fist iKcvailed against the oat- 
tor's tongue. "«-^0ffiiAmr, XV. 1x4 (session of Jan. xx, speech by Buzot). "There b not a 
man in this town who owns anything, that is not afi:aid of being insulted and struck in his 
section if he dares raise his voice against the ruling power. . . The permanent assemblies 
af Paris consist of a small number of men who have succeeded in keeping other citiifmi 
away.*'— Schmidt, I. 325 (Dutard. May 28) : "Another plan would be to drfll young men in 
the use of the dub. One must be a sans-culfffir, must live with sams-cuUUgt, to find out 
expedients of this sort There is nothing the satu-culaUt* fear so mudi as a dubu A oua»> 
ber of yooBg men latdy carried them in their panta lo ooi^ and s » M>body trembled as tbsf 
psHcd. I wisB uiet we fiwhi en woe geucia l i 
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the barriers, a number of proprietors and persons living on their 
incomes, not alone the suspected but those who thought they 
might become so, escaped from Paris, and, during the following 
months, the emigration increases along with the danger. Towards 
December lists have been reported against former Feuillants; '^ we 
are assured that during the past eight days more than fourteen 
thousand persons have left die capital." * According to the re- 
port of the Minister himself^* " many who are independent in 
fortune and position abandon a city where the renewal of pro- 
scription is talked of daily." — ^** Grass grows in the finest streets," 
writes a deputy, '* while the silence of the grave reigns in the 
Th^baldes of the faubourg Saint-Germain." — ^As to the conserva- 
tives who remain, they confine themselves to private life, from 
which it follows that, in the political balance, those present are 
of no more account than the absentees. At the municipal elec- 
tions in October, November, and December, out of 160,000 
registered, there are 144,000, then 150,000, and then 153,000 
who stay away from the polls ; these, certainly, and for a much 
stronger reason, do not show themselves at the assemblies of 
their sections. Commonly, out of three or four thousand citi- 
zens, only fifty or sixty attend ; one of these, called a general 
assembly, which signifies the will of the people to the Conven- 
tion, is composed of twenty-five voters.' Accordingly, what 
would a sensible man, a friend of order, do in these dens of 
fanatics ? He stays at home, as on stormy days ; he lets the 
shower of words spend itself, not caring to be spattered in the 
gutter of nonsense which carries off the filth of hb district 

If he leaves his house at all he goes out for a walk, the same 
as in old times, to indulge the tastes he had under the old regime, 
those of the well-cared-for {administri) Parisian, those of the 
talkative, loitering, refined cockney. " Yesterday evening," writes 
a man who feek the coming Reign of Terror, ** I took my stand 
in the middle of the right alley of the Champs-Elys^es ; * it 



I Mmiitmr, XV. 93 (Letter of Charies Vmette, deputy). 

^MomiUwr^ XV. 179 (Letter of Roland, Jan. 11. 1793). 

^M^mlttur, XV. 66, senion of Jan. 5, speech of the mayor of Paris; XV. 114, sesdoa •! 
J IB. 14, speech by Busot: XV. 136, session of Jan. 13, speech by a deptttadon of Fedentfaa. 
« Bnches et Roux, XXVIIL 91 (Letter of Gadol to Roland. October. 1792).— XXL 417 (D«c. 
•o^ artide by Marat) : "The assemblies are deserted through tnnm and disgust** — Schaid^ 
IL 69 (Dutard, June t8). 

48chnddt, L ao) (Dntaid, May 10). The engravings published daring the eariy period » 
IM RiTil»llM«iid«ad» the di^c>o»yeaMblttfaiaaoeBt perfectly (catiatldea wtaaipaa). 
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keq>ers open the gates. The insurgents rush in, fraternise with 
the cannoneers, reach the vestibule, ascend the grand staircase, 
and summon the Swiss to surrender.* — ^Theseshow no hostile 
spirit ; many o^ them, as a mark of good humor, throw packets 
of cartridges out of the windows ; some even go so far as to let 
themselves be embraced and led away. The regiment, however, 
foithftd to its orders, will not yield to force.* "We are Swiss,** 
replies the sergeant, Blaser; "the Swiss do not part with their 
arms but with their lives. We think that we do not merit such 
an insult If the regiment is no longer wanted, let it be legally 
discharged. But we will not leave our post, nor will we let our 
arms be taken from us." The two bodies of troops remain 
feeing each other on the staircase for three-quarters of an hour, 
ahnost intermingled, one silent and the other excited, turbulent, 
and active, with all the ardor and lack of discipline peculiar to 
a popular gathering, each insurgent striving apart, and in his own 
way, to corrupt, intimidate, or constrain the Swiss Guards. 
Granier, of Marseilles, at the head of the staircase, holds two of 
them at arms' length, trying in a friendly manner to draw them 
down.' At the foot of the staircase the crowd is shouting and 
threatening; lightermen, armed with boat-hooks, harpoon the 
sentinels by their shoulder-straps, and pull down four or five, like 
80 many fishes, amid shouts of laughter. — Just at this moment a 
pistol goes o£f, nobody being able to tell which party fired it^ 
The Swiss, firing firom above, dean out the vestibule and the 
courts, rush down into the square and seize the cannon; the 
insurgents scatter and fly out of range. The bravest, neverthe- 
less, rally behind the entrances of the houses on the Carrousel, 
throw cartridges into the courts of the small buildings and set 
them on fire. During another half-hour, under the dense smoke 
of the first discharge and of the burning buildings, both sides fire 

>DeL«va]etle^*'M£moiret,'*L8i. "We there found the gnmd staircase barred by a sort 
of bean placed across it, and de fen ded by several Swiss officers, who were civill j dispnring 
Us paasase with about fifty mad feOows, whose odd dreas very much resembled that of tlw 
brigands in our melodrsmas. They were intoxicated, wliile dieir coarse language and queer 
imprecations indicated die town of Maneilles» which had belched them forth.'* 

* Mortfana^TemauJc," II. 314, 3x7, 487 (exambadon of M. de Diesbach). *< Their orders 
were not to fire until tlie word was given, and not before die national guard Imd set Ilia 



sample. 
• Bochex et Roux, XVL 443, narrated by Potion.— Pelder, *<HistDire dn 10 AoAt** 
«M. deNicdalwasdieredienextday, Ang.ix. <*The federate* fired fint^wUch was 

bilowed byasharpToBeyiom the chftteao windows " (Le Cootta dt Fenea at k Cow dt 

f^ancs^ IL 347). 
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haphazard, while the Swiss, far from giving way, have scarcely 
est a few men, when a messenger from the King arrives, M. 
d'Hervilly, who orders in his name the firing to cease, and the 
men to ret am to their barracks. 

Slowly and regularly they form in line and retire along the 
broad alley of the garden. At the sight of these foreigners, 
however, in red coats, who had just fired on Frenchmen, the 
guns of the battalion stationed on the terraces go off of their 
own accord, and the Swiss column divides in two. One body of 
250 men turns to the right, reaches the Assembly, lays down its 
arms at the King's order, and allows itself to be shut up in the 
Feuillants church. The others are annihilated on crossing the 
garden, or cut down on the Place Louis XV. by the mounted 
gendarmerie. No quarter is given. The warfare is that of a 
mob, not civilised war, but primitive war, that of barbarians. 
In the abandoned palace into which the insurgents entered five 
minutes after the departure of the garrison,* they kill the wound- 
ed, the two Swiss surgeons attending to them,' the Swiss who 
had not fired a guii, and who, in the balcony on the side of the 
garden, ''cast off their cartridge-boxes, sabres, coats, and hats, 
and shout : * Friends, we are with you, we are Frenchmen, we 
belong to the nation ! ' " ^ They kill the Swiss, armed or unarmed, 
who remain at their posts in the apartments. They kill the 
Swiss gate-keepers in their boxes. They kill everybody in the 
kitchens, from the head cook down to the pot boys.* The 
women barely escape. Madame Campan, on her knees, seized 
by the back, sees an uplifted sabre about to fall on her, when 
a voice fix)m the foot of the staircase calls out: "What are 
you doing there? The women are not to be killed!" "Get 
up, you hussy, the nation forgives you!" — ^To make up for this 

> Movtimer-Tcmaux, II. 491. The abandoninent of the Tuileriet b proved fay the smal 
Ion of the assailants. (List of the wounded belonging to the Marecflles corps and of the kffled 
and wounded of the Brest corps, drawn up Oct x6, 179a.— Statement of the aid granted to 
wounded Parisians, to widows, to orphans, and to the aged, October, 179a, and then 1794.) 
—The total amounts to 74 dead and 54 severely wounded. The two corps In die hottest ol 
the fight were the Mandlles band, which lost ea dead and 14 wounded, and die Bretons, who 
lost a dead and 5 wounded. The sections that suflered the most were die Quinze-Vingts (4 
dead and 4 wounded), the Faubourg-Montmartre (3 dead), the Lombards (4 wounded), and 
the GravilUers (3 wounded).~Out of twenty-one sections reported, seven declare that they 
did not lose a man.— Tlie Swiss regimen^ 00 the contrary, lost 760 men and 96 c^EloerB. 

* Napoleon's narrative. 

* Peon's acoonnc 

«Prudhomm«'s *'IUvolndoa de; Paris," XIIL 936 aad 137.— Baibaroiiz, ;3.— ICadaM* 
, IL ajQk f^ T 
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the nation helps itself and indulges itself to its heart's content 
in the palace which now belongs to it. Some honest persons do, 
indeed, carry money and valuables to the National Assembly, 
but others pillage and destroy all that they can.* They shatter 
mirrors, break furniture to pieces, and throw clocks out of the 
window ; they shout the Marseilles hymn, which one of the Na- 
tional Guards accompanies on a harpsichord,' and descend to 
the cellars, where they gorge themselves. "For more than a 
fortnight," says an eye witness,' " one walked on fragments of 
bottles." In the garden, especially, "it might be said that they 
had tried to pave the walks with broken glass." — Porters are 
seen seated on the throne in the coronation robes; a trollop 
occupies the Queen's bed ; it is a carnival in which base and 
cruel instincts, with the curb taken off, find plenty of good forage 
and abundant litter. Runaways come back after the victory and 
stab the dead with their pikes. Prostitutes, "well-dressed," cut 
capers with naked corpses.* And, as the destroyers enjoy their 
work, they are not disposed to be disturbed in it In the courts 
of the Carrousel, where nine hundred tmes of building are burn- 
ing, the firemen try four times to extinguish the fire ; " they are 
shot at, and threatened with being pitched into the flames,"' 
while petitioners appear at the bar of the Assembly, and an- 
nounce in a threatening tone that the Tuileries are blazing, and 
shall blaze imtil the dethronement becomes a law. 

The poor Assembly, become Girondist through its late mutila^ 
tion, strives in vain to arrest the downhill course of things, and 
maintain, as it has just sworn to do, "the constituted authorities";* 
it strives, at least, to put Louis XVI. in the Luxembourg palace, 
to appoint a tutor for the Dauphin, to keep the ministers tempo- 
rarily in office, and to save all prisoners, and those who walk the 
streets. Equally captive, and nearly as prostrate as the King 

> Mordmer-TenuLux, II. 958.— Moore, L 59. Some of the robben are killed. Moon mm 
matt of them dirown down the grand staircase. 
•Michdet^in.389. 

• Merder, *'Le Nouveau Paris," II. xoS.— "The Comte de Fenen et la Coor de France^" 
IL 348. (Letter of Saipte-Foiz, Aug. xx). '*The cdlars were broken open and more diaa 
n^ooo botdes of wine, of which I saw the fiagments in the court, so intoxicated the people 
Jiaftl made haste to put an end to an investigation imprudently begun amidst a,ooo sots with 
■aked swords, handled by them very carelessly." 

• Napoleon's narrative.— Memoirs of Baibaroux 

• Jtf#««(kwr, XIII. 387. Mortimer-Temaux, II. 34a 

•Mertfaier-Temaux, IL 303. Words of the president Veq;Biatid on reoehinfLoubXTL 
-^»«, 34% 340^ 39^ r" T 
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himself, the Assembly merely serves as a recording office for the 
popular will, that very morning furnishing evidence of the /alue 
which the armed commonalty attaches to its decrees. That 
morning murders were committed at its door, in contempt of its 
safe conduct ; at eight o'clock Suleau and three others, wrested 
from their guards, are cut down under its windows. In the 
afternoon, from sixty to eighty of the unarmed Swiss still remain- 
ing in the church of the Feuillants are taken out to be sent to 
the Hdtel-de-ville, and massacred on the way at the Place de 
Gr^ve. Another detachment, conducted to the section of the 
Roule, is likewise disposed of in the same way.^ Carle, at the 
head of the gendarmerie, is called out of the Assembly and 
assassinated on the Place Venddme, and his head is carried 
about on a pike. The founder of the old monarchical club, M. 
de Qermont-Tonnerre, withdrawn from public life for two years 
past, and quietly passing along the streets, is recognised, dragged 
through the gutter and cut to pieces. — After such warnings 
the Assembly can only obey, and, as usual, conceal its sub- 
mission beneath sounding word^. If the dictatorial committee, 
self-imposed at the Hdtel-de-ville, still condescends to keep it 
alive, it is owing to a new investiture,' and by declaring to it 
that it must not meddle with its doings now or in the fiitiure. 
Let it confine itself to its function, that of rendering decrees 
made by the faction. Accordingly, like firuit Ming from a tree 
vigorously shaken, these decrees rattle down, one after another, 
into the hands that await them : ' the suspension of the King, 
the convoking of a national convention, electors and the eligible 
exempted firom all property qualifications, an indemnity for dis- 
placed electors, the term of Assemblies left to the decision of the 
electors,^ the removal and arrest of the late ministers, the 
re-appointment of Servan, Claviires and Roland, Danton as Min- 
ister of Justice, the recognition of the usurping Commune, San- 

> MortiiMr>T«iMtix, 356^ 35^ 

* Motinna^Tefiifluiz, 337. Spoecfa «f Hugueidn* preddent of die Commcme, «t die bar of 
tiie Natiooal Aaaeaibly : *'The people bjr whom we are tent to 70U have mttnicted at to 
dedaie to yoa that they fanreit yoa anew with its confidenc e ; but they at the aame tfaw 
Inatnict at to declare to yoa tUkt, as judge of the extraoidmaiy measures to which diey haw 
been diiren by necessity and reastance to oppression, they know no other autlKxity than die 
French people, your sovereign and oun, assembled in its primary meetingt.'* 

* Duvergier, **CoUectkm des lob et dfoets " (between Aug. xo and SepC so). 
«Dmr«rgier, "CoUectioQ das lob ct dteets," Aug. xx-xa. "The Nadonal riiiwiUj 

coQsideriiig that U kaamti iks right to sulj^ect sovereignty in die formatieii of a j 
voowotioD to iuipetaliTa r f g nhti ooi^ ... imontt ciniem to ooii io iiii to Hie 1 
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terre coniiriTied in his new rank, the municipalities empowered 
to look after general safety, the arrest of suspicious p>erson9 
confided to all well-disposed citizens,* domiciliary visits prescribed 
for the discovery of arms and ammunition,' all the justices of 
Paris to be re-elected by those within their iurisdiction, all officers 
of the gendarmerie subject to re-election by their soldiers,* thirty 
sous per diem for the Marseilles troops from the day of their 
arrival, a court-martial against the Swiss, a tribunal for the 
despatch of justice against the vanquished of August lo, and a 
quantity of other decrees of a still more important bearing; — 
the suspension of the commissioners appointed to enforce the 
ext.cution of the law in civil and criminal courts,^ the release of 
all persons accused or condemned for miUtary insubordination, 
for press offences and pillaging of grain,' the partition of com- 
munal possessions,* the- confiscation and sale of property belong- 
ing to imigris^ the relegation of their fathers, mothers, wives and 
children into the interior, the banishment or transportation oi 
unsworn ecclesiastics,' the establishment of easy divorce at two 
months' notice and on the demand of one of the parties,* in 
short, every measure tending to disturb property, break up the 
family, persecute conscience, suspend the law, pervert justice, 
rehabilitate crime, and hand over the magistracy, public ofiices, 
the choice of the future omnipotent Assembly, in brief, the entire 
commonwealth, to an autocratic, violent minority, which, daring 
all things, obtains the dictatorship and dares all to keep it 

VIII. 

Let us stop a moment to contemplate this great city and its 
new kings. — From afar, Paris seems a club of 700,000 fanatics, 
vociferating and deliberating on the public squares ; near by, it 

> August IX (article 8). 

* Aug. I&-I9 and Aug. aS. 

•/M/., Aug. xo, Aug. 13.— Cf. MoHUsmr, XIIL 399 (aesdon of Aug. xa). 

^£bid., Aug. x8. 

•Aug. 93 and Sept 3. After the xxth of August the Aaiembly paasea a decree nieaifaif 
Saint-Huruge and annulling the warrant against Antoine. 

•md., Aug. 14. 

'/M£»Aug.Z4. Decree for dividing the property of the Am^p^ into lota of from two t» 
four iwfettis, in oixlcr to " multij^ small proprieton."--V2u£, Sept. a. Other decrsea agaiMl 
die imtigrit and their relations, Aug. 15, 23, 30, and ScpL 5 and 9. 

*IUd., Aug. 96b Other decrees against the persons or property of ccdedastici, Amg, 17 
•1^ 19^ and Sept 9 and 19. 
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is nothing of the sort. The slime, on rising from the bottom, 
has become the surface, and given its color to the stream ; but 
the human stream flows in its ordinary channel, and, under this 
' turbid exterior, remains about the same as it was before. It is a 
dty of people like ourselves, governed, busy, and fond of amuse- 
ment To the great majority, even in revolutionary times, 
private life, too complex and absorbing, leaves but an insignifi- 
cant comer for public aflairs. Through routine and through 
necessity, manufacturing, display of wares, selling, purchasing, 
keeping accounts, trades, and professions, go on in the usual 
way. The clerk goes to his office, the workman to his shop, the 
artisan to his loft, the merchant to his warehouse, the student to 
his cabinet, and the functionary to his duty ; ^ they are devoted^ 
first of all, to their pursuits, to their daily bread, to the discharge 
of their obligations, to their own advancement, to their families, 
and to their pleasures; to provide for these things the day is not 
too long. Politics diverts them aside only for so many quarter- 
hours, and then rather out of curiosity, like a play one applauds 
or hisses in his seat without stepping upon the stage. — ^'^The 
declaration that the country is in danger," says many eye wit- 
nesses,' ''has made no change in the physiognomy of Paris. 
There are the same amusements, the same gossip. . . • The 
theatres are full as usual The wine-shops and places (rf diver- 
sion overflow with the people, National Guards, and soldien. 
• • . The fashionable world enjoys its pleasure-parties.^ — The 
day after the decree, the effect of the ceremony, so skilfully man- 
aged, is very slight ''The National Guard in the processiony"* 
writes a patriotic journalist,' "first shows indifference and evea 
ennui"; it is overtasked with watchings and patrol duty; it 
probably thinks that in parading for the nation, one finds no time 
to work for one's sel£ A few days after this the manifesto of the 
Duke of Brunswick "produces no sensation whatever. People 
laugh at it Only the newspapers and their readers are fiuniliai 
wi^ it . . . The mass know nothing about it Nobody 
fears the coalition nor foreign troops." ^ — On the loth of August, 
outside the theatre of the combat, all is tranquil in Paris. Peo- 

iMaloaetflL •41. 

^Mtrtmn dt F^rmmet^ July tz, 1790. 

• < R«v6lutioiis de Pttta," XIII. 137. 

•luUet^Dupwi, *«MteMirM," L 31a. Leiten to MaUeC-Duptfi. Ai^ 4 90^ 
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pie walk about and chat in the streets as usual." * — On the iQtb 
of August, Moore, the Englishman,^ sees, with astonishment, the 
heedless crowd filling the Champs Elys6es, the various diversions, 
the air of a f^te, the countless small shops in which refi'eshments 
are sold accompanied with songs and music, and the quantities 
of pantomimes and marionettes. "Are these people as happy 
as tiiey seem to be ? " he asks of a Frenchman along with him. 
"They are as joUy as gods!" "Do you think the Duke of 
Brunswick is ever in their heads?" "Monsieur, you maybe 
sure of this, that the Duke of Brunswick is the last man they 
think of." 

* Such is the unconcern and lukewarmness of the gross, egoistic 
V mass, otherwise busy, and always passive imder any government 
whatever it may be, a veritable flock of sheep, allowing gov- 
ernment to do as it pleases, provided it does not hinder it fi-om 
browsing and capering as it chooses. — ^As to the men of sensi- 
bility who love their country, they are still less troublesome, for 
they are gone or going, often at the rate of a thousand and even 
two thousand a day, ten thousand in the last week of July,' 

iBuchez et Roux, XVL 446. P^don't iianBtive.->Amault, "SouTenira d'un sexag6- 
Baire," I. 343. (An eye-witness on the loth of August) " The massacre extended but little 
beyond the Carrousel, and did not cross the Seine. Everywhere dse I found a population as 
quiet as if nodxing had happened. Inside the dty the people scarcdy manifested any sur- 
prise: dandng went on in the public gardens. In the Marais, where I lived dien, there was 
only a suspidon of the occurrence^ the same as at St Germain ; it was said that something 
was gcnng on in Paris, and the evening newspaper was impatiently looked for to know what 
bwas." 

* Moore, I. xaa.— The same thing is observable at other crises in the Revoludon. On the 
6th of October, 1789 (Sainte-Beuve, "Causeriea du Lundi," XIL 461), S^uu: de Meilhan at 
an evening reception hears the following conversations: " 'Did you see the king pass? ' asks 
one. 'No, I was at the dieatre.' 'Did M0I6 play ? '—>' As for myself, I was obliged to stay 
hi the Tufleries ; there was no way of getting out before 9 o'clock.' ' You saw the king pass 
then ? ' 'I could not see very well ; it was dark.' — ^Another says: ' It must have taken six 
horns for him to come from Versailles.' — Others coolly add a few details. — To continue: 
'Will you take a hand at whist? ' ' I voll play after supper, which is just ready.' Cannon 
are heard, and then a few whisperings, and a transient moment of d^ression. ' The king is 
leaving the Hdtel-de-Vitle. They must be very tired.' Supper is taken and there are 
snatches of conversation. They play trente tt guaraftie, and while walking about watching 
the game and their cards they do some talking: 'What a horrid affiur! ' while some speak 
together loiefly and in a low tone of voice. The clock strikes two and they all leave or go 
10 bed.— These people seem to you insensible. Very well; there is not one <d diem who 
would not accept deadi at the king's feet" — On the 23d of June, 1791, at the news of the 
long's arrest at Varennes, " the Bois de Boulogne and the Champs Elys^ were filled widi 
people talking in a frivolous way about the most serious matters, while young men «r» seen 
pronouncing sentences of death b their frolics with courtesans." (Bitrcurt dt Fnmce, }i^ 
9» 1791. It begins with a little piece entitled D/pit d'vn Amant) — See ch. xL for the sentft 
w^aA oiiiM population in May and Jun^ 1793. 

*Mmit«mr, XIIL 390 (July 09) and 978 July 30). 
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fifteen thousand in the first two weeks of September,* in all per- 
naps forty thousand volunteers furnished by the capital alone, 
and who, with their fellows proportionate in number supplied by 
the departments, are the salvation of France. Through this 
departure of the worthy, and this passivity of the flock, Paris 
belongs to the fanatics among the pi)pulace. "These are the 
sanS'Cuiottes,'' wrote the patriotic Palloy, " the debauchees and 
rabble of Paris, and I glory in belonging to that class which has 
put down the so-called honest folks." * " Three thousand work- 
men," says the Girondist Soulavie, later, "made the Revolution 
of the loth of August, against the kingdom of the Feuillants, 
the majority of the capital and against the Legislative Assem- 
bly." ' Workmen, day laborers, and petty shop-keepers, without 
counting women, common vagabonds and regular bandits, form, 
indeed, one-twentieth of the adult male population of the city, 
about 9,000 spread over all sections of Paris, the only ones to 
vote and act in the midst of universal stupor and indifference.— 
We find in the Rue de Seine, for example, seven of them, 
Lacaille, keeper of a roasting-shop ; Philippe, "a cattle-breeder, 
who leads around she-asses for consumptives," now president of the 
section, and soon to become one of the Abbaye butchers; Gu6- 
rard, " a Rouen waterman who has abandoned the navigation of 
the Seine on a large scale and keeps a skiff, in which he ferries 
people over the river fix)m the Pont du Louvre to the Qua! 
Mazaiin," and four other characters of the same stamp. Ener- 
gy, however, on this side supplies the place of education and of 
numbers. One day, Gu6rard,v on passing M. Hua, the deputy, 
tells him in the way of a warning, "You big rascal, you were 
lucky to have other people with you. If you had been alone, I 
would have capsized my boat, and had the pleasure of drowning 

X* Archives NatknuJeg," F^ Z45. LetterofSantenre to the Minister of the Interior, Sept 
16, 179a, with the daily list of all the men that have left Paris between the 3d and islh cl 
September, the total amounting to 18,635, of which 15,504 are volonteexs. Other letlexs firom 
die same, indicating subsequent departures: Sept 17, 1,071 men; none the fitDowing days 
until Sq>t ax, 243; aad, 150; up to the a6th, 8x3; on OoL z, XX3; ad and 3d, x,o88; 4th, 
i,<Sao; x6lh, 196, etc.— I b^eve that amongst those who leave, some are passing through 
Paxis, coming from die provinoes; this prevents an exact calculation of die number of Parisian 
volnntsexB. M. de Lavalette^ hhnself a volunteer, uef% 60,000; but he furnishes no proofr^of 
lUs. 

' Mottimer-Teniaiuc, II. 36a. 

•SoulavK "Vie privte dn Mar6chal due de RicheOeu," IX. 384— «<0iie can acandy 
eomptefaeDd,** says Lafityette ( " M^moires,'* I. 454), "how die Jacobin minority and a gang 
of pratended Mazseilles men could render themselves masters of Paris» whOst almost the wiMh 
af tlie 40^000 dttsens fiirmbg the aadooal guard desired the Cooid twd oa.'' 
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A blasted aristocrat ! " These are the " matadors of the quar- 
ter." ' — ^Their ignorance gives them no concern ; on the contrary, 
they take pride in coarseness and vulgarity. One of the ordinary 
speechma^kers of the faubourg Saint-Antoine, Gouchon, a designer 

* for calicos, comes to the bar of the Assembly, " in the name of 
the men of July 14 and August 10," to glorify the political reign 

* of brutal incapacity ; according to him, it is more enlightened 
than that of the cultivated:* "those great geniuses who bear 
the fine title of Constitutionalists are forced to do justice to men 
who never studied the art of governing elsewhere than m the 
book of nature. . . . Consulting customs and not princi- 
ples, these clever folks have been long occupied with the political 
balance of things ; we have found it without looking for it in 
the heart of man. Obtain a government which will place the 
poor above their feeble resources and the rich below their means, 
and the balance wiU be perfect" This is intelligible, and all 
that follows. Their avowed end is a complete levelling, not 
alone of political rights, but, again, and especially, of conditions 
and fortunes; they promise themselves "absolute equality, real 
equality," and, still better, "the magistracy and all government 
powers." ' France belongs to them, if they are bold enough to 
seize hold of it — ^And, on the other hand, should they miss their 
prey, they feel themselves lost, for tha Brunswick manifesto, 
which had made no impression on the public, remains deeply 
impressed in their minds. They apply its threats to themselves, 
while their imagination, as usual, has converted it into a positive 
plot : * the inhabitants of Paris are to be led out on the plain of 
St. Denis, and there decimated; previous to this, the most noto- 
rious patriots will be selected, and then broken on the wheel, as 
well as forty or fifty market-women. Already, on the nth of 
August, a rumor is current that 800 men of the late royaL guards 
are ready to make a descent on Paris ; • that very day the dwell- 
ing of Beaumarchais is ransacked for seven hours ; ^e walls are 
pierced, the privies sounded, and the garden dug down to the 

iHua,i69. 

s MofUUur^ XIII. 437 (sesdon of Aug. z6, the applause reitanied and the tpeedi atlered 
to be printed). 

• Roederer, " CEurres Completes/' VIII. 477. '* The club oreton disphyed France to th« 
proletariat as a sure prey if they would seize hold of it" 

«** Moore's Journal," I. 303-309. 

K'*Aicfahr«sNatkmB]es,''474, 426. Section of Gravilliers, letter of Charles Cbemin, ooi» 
viMavT* to flsuiiiia, and depoaidoo of Hingiay» of the national geodacmegrk^ Aug. it. ^t_ 

gle 
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rock. The same search is repeated in the adjoining house. 
The women are especially ''enraged at not finding anything/' 
and wish to renew the attempt, swearing that they will discover 
where things are hidden in ten minutes. The ''coinage of the 
brain" is evidently too much for these unballasted minds; the 
head swims at this chance-formed royalty; a lofty self-conceit 
and extravagant desires coupled with deep-seated^ silent fear 
form in them that morbid, mischievous compound, which, in 
democracy as well as in a monarchy, fashions a Nero.' 

More in&tuated, more despotic, more alarmed, their leaders 
have no scruples to restrain them, for the most noted among them 
are men of tarnished reputations, and just those who hurry along 
others or act by themselves. Of the three chie& of the old 
mimidpality, P6tion, the mayor, really deposed, but verbally 
respected, is set aside and viewed in the same light as a piece of 
old furniture. As to the other two, who remain active and in 
office, Manuel,' the syndic-attorney, son of a porter, a loud- 
talking, talentless bohemian, stole the private correspondence of 
Mirabeau from a public depository, falsified it, and sold it for his 
own benefit Danton,^ Manuel's deputy, faithless in two ways, 

I Beaumarcliai% **(Ettvret comiplHrt/* letter of Aug. la, xTya.— This very interesting letter 
shows how mobs are composed at this epoch. A small gang of regular brigands and thieres 
plot together some enterprise^ to wUdi b added a fingfatened, faifafuatgd crowd, which 
may become ferocious, but which xcmains honest 

* The wants of Hobbes applied by Roederer to the democracy of Z79a: *' In democntia tot 
poasent esse Nerones quot sunt ocatoces qui populo adubntur; simnl et phnes sunt in demo* 
cmtia, et quotidie novi suboriuntur." 

* Lucas de Montigny, "M^moires de Mirabeau," IL 031 and following pages.— The p»> 
feoe affixed by Manuel to his edition (of Mimbeau's letters) is a masteiineoe dT nonsense and 
impertinences—Peltier, '* Histoire du xo Aoftl^" IL aos*— Manuel <*came out of a little shop 
at Montargb and hawked about obscene tracts in the upper stories of Paris. He got hold of 
Mirabeau's letten in the dxmwers of the public d^artment and sold diem for ^000 crowns ** 
(testimony of Boquilloo,>i ^ rf '# /<T/.r ). 

< Lafoyette^ " M6noires,*' L 467, 471. " The queen had 50,000 crowns put into Danton'a 
hands a short time before these teniUe days."— *' The court had Danton under pay for twa 
years, employing him as a wgr/ on the Jacobins."-" Correspondence de liifin^)eau et du 
Comte de la Mardc," IIL 8a. (Letter from Mirabeau, Mazdi xo, 1791.) ** Danton received 
yesterday 30^000 livres. ' — «u««.iicr testimony, Bertrand de MoDeriUe, L 354; IL aSS. Biissot, 
IV. X93. Miot de Melito, *<M6moires," L 40^ 49. Miot was present at the couTersations 
which took pbce between Danton, Legendre, etc., at die table of Desforges, Minisrfr of For* 
eignAffidrs. " Danton made no c o ii ora hnm tof his love of pleasure and money, and h i n g hfid 
at all ooosdentions and delicate scruples."— "Legendre could not say enough in pndse of 
Danton in speaking of Us talents as a pobBc man; but he loudly censured his hid^ita and 
expensive tastes, and never Joined him in any of his odfons ipecolations."— The opposils 
thesb has been mahitainfri by Robinet and Bougeart b tiietr axtkles on Dantoo. The db 
cuasion would require too mudh space. The important pobts are as foOowa: x. Danton, a 
banister b tiie royal ooancQ b March, 1787, loses about xo^ooofianos on the sab of hb pbcau 
a. Im hb mairiags mntia ct, dated June, 1787, he admita xa^eoo fiaaci patrimony b I 
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receives the King's money to prevent the riot, and makes use of 
it to urge it on. — ^Varlet, "that extraordinary speech-maker, led 
such a foul and prodigal life as to bring his mother in sorrow to 
the grave; afterwards he spent what was left, and soon had 
nothing." * Others were not only false to their honor but to 
common honesty. Carra, with a seat in the secret Directory of 
the Federates, and who drew up the plan of the insurrection, 
had been condemned by the Micon tribunals to two years' im- 
prisonment for theft and burglary.* Westermann, who led the 
attacking column, had stolen a silver dish, with a coat of arms 
on it, of Jean Creux, keeper of a restaurant, Rue des Poules, 
and was twice sent away from Paris for swindling.* Panis, chief 
of the Committee of Supervision,* was turned out of the Treas- 
ury Department, where his imcle was a sub-cashier, in 1774, for 
robbery. His colleague, Sergent, appropriates to himself "ttpree 
gold watches, an agate ring, and other jewels," left with him on 
deposit* "Breaking seals, false charges, breaches of trust,* 

and houses, while hb wife brings Um only ao^ooo fiancs dowry. 3. Fhxn 1787 to 1791 ht 
could not earn mnch, being in constant ammdance at the Cordefieis dub and devMed to 
politics; LacreteOe saw him in the riots of 1788. 4. He left at his death about 85,000 fiancs 
in national property bought in 1791. 5. Besides, he probably hdd property and valuables 
under third parties, who kept diem after his death. (DeMartel, "Types R^olutionnaires," 
ad port^ p. X39. Investigations of Bbiche at Choisy-sur-Seine, where a certain Fauvd seems 
to have been Danton's assumifid name.)— See on this question, "Avocats aux conseils dn 
Roi,** by Emil Bos, pp. 5X3-59a According to accounts proved by M. Bos, it follows that 
Danton, at the end of X79X, was in debt to the amount of 53,000 francs; Um b the hole 
stopped by the court. On the other side, Danton before the Revolution signs himself Dan- 
ton even in authentic writing, which is an usu r pation of nobilitj^ond at that time subfect to 
the penalty of the gaDejrs.— The doubk-fiioed infidelity in question must have been firequeot, 
fiv dieir leaders wero anything ebe but senddve. On the 7th of August Madame Elisabedi 
leOs M. de Montmoiin that the insurrection would not take place; that Potion and Santerro 
were concerned in it, and dnt diey had received 750,000 fiancs to prevent it and bring over 
dw MarKiDes troop to the king's ride (Makniet, II. 333).— There is no doubt that Santera^ 
in using the king's money against die king, diought he was acting patriotically. Money is 
at the bottom of every riot, to pay fi>r drink and to stimulate subordinate agents. 

> Budiex et Rouz, XXYUL 93. Letter of Gadol to Roland, October, 1793, aoooiding to a 
■arrative by one of the teachers in the ceOeg* ttHarcomrt^ b wfaidi Yarlet was placed. 

> Buchez et Roux, XIIL 354. 

•"C DesmouHns," by Claxede, 338 (fai 1786 and in 1775). "The inquest still exists; 
nnfiirtuiiatdy it is convindng."— •Westermann was acc u sed of these acts in December, 1793^ 
by the secdon of the Lombards, "fooofe in hand."— Gouverneur Monis, so wdl infonnedL 
writesto Washington, Jan. 10,1793: Theretreatof the King of Prussia "was worth to W«^ 
tormann about zo^ooo pounds. . . The council . . . exerted against him a pioaecatkMi 
Cor old affiurs of no hic^her rank dian petty huceny." 

^ " Ardnves Nafionalcs," F^ 4,434 (papers of the committee of general safety). NoltOB 
Pianis, with fiill details and references to the occurrence. 

• "R6Tohitioiw de Paris,** No. r77 (session of the coundl-generBl at the HoCel^fe-viB^ 
If or. 8, 1798^ lepon ol the oommittee of survetUance). Sergent admits, except ■• to one «f 
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embezzlements, are ^miliar transactions. In Jieir hands pfles of 
silver plate and 1,100,000 francs in gold are to disappear.* 
Among the members of the new Commune, Huguenin, die pres- 
ident, a derk at the barriers, is a shameless peculator.' Rossi- 
gnol, a journeyman jeweller, implicated in an assassination, is at 
this moment subject to judicial prosecution.' Hubert, a journal- 
istic mine of filth, formerly check-taker in a theatre, is turned 
away fix>m the Vari£t& for larceny.* Among men of action, 
Foumier, the American, Lazowski, and Maillard are not only 
murderers, but likewise robbers,' while, by their side, arises the 
fiiture general of the Paris National Guard, Henriot, at first a 
domestic in the fiunily of an attorney who turned him ofi* for 
theft, then a taz-derk, again turned adrift for theft, and, finally, 
a police spy, and stiU incarcerated in the Bictee prison for anothei 
theft, and, at last, a battalion officer, and one of the September 
executioners.' — The monster maniacs emerge firom their dens at 
the same time with the rogues and bandits. De Sades,^ who 
lived the life of "Justine** before he wrote it, and whom the 
Revolution delivered fit)m the Bastille, is secretary of the section 
of the Place Venddme. Marat, the homicidal monomaniac, 
constitutes himsdf, after the 23d of August, head journalist at 
the H6tel-de-ville, political councillor and confessor of the new 
Commune, while his &vorite plan, which he has preached for 
three years, is now reduced to a wholesale butchery, without 

the watches, that he intended lo pay for the said object the price tfaej would ha;f« Uoothl. 
It wai noticed, at he said tfakb diat he had on hii finfv the agafie ring diat was c 

> Mortimer-TenianZf^I* ^ • UL 500 and ftUowinc pages; Vi, 13s.— CC IL 451. 

t Mortimer-Ternans, IL 4stiw 

• Buches et Rous, XVL Z38, S40 (teatfanony of Mathon dt la Vaienne^ who WW < 
in the case). 

« *' Dictionnaire faiogiapUqiie,'' bj BTBteiy (Lelpric^ 1807), aitkfe HnnT. 

• Mortimec^TemaiB^ IIL 484, 60Z. Ct Letter of the iipmeiHarifc Qnraignac^ Mi., 391 

• " Dictionnaire faiogtapUqae," artide HwTBiOTt— The Bfoa of many of dMae ioibeadkHl 
l^denarawdldma. a •<Stanida8Biainaid.''b7AL Sovd; ••LePMriola Pldioj»''b7V 
FourneL 

vGianier de Cwgnar, •'Hlstdre dee OirandhM," 409.*'«AicfabeB NatkMK" F« 
3,1961 LetteaofdeSadeaontheiackfagofhbhoMeBearAp^wiifa a u py oil ingd oc M M eMi 
and pn>o6 of Uadfisiu! among odiena petition diawu iq> by Inn in liianaflM of die Fhiua 
section and rsMl at the Conrention year ILfanmudre as: ** Legi8iattn» tli* roign of phBoac 
phy has oomt to amfihikte that of i mp ost ur e; . . The woofaip of a JewUi ahve of tk 
Romans is not adapted to tlie descendants of Scmvola. The genoal prosperity witicb is oes 
lain to proceed fiom indiridnal happiness will qxead to the finthest regions of the oniverBt 
and ever y w h ere die dreaded hjrdra of oltramontane supe i sUthii^ honted down ihiongh thi 
combbed lights of reason and rirtue, no longer finding a reftige in Ilia halefid hsnatsof aa 
expirmg aiistooracy, wOl perish at her side hi despair at finally baholdhg on this «Hlh thi 
triumph oC philosophy I " 
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either words or delay. " Give me," said he to Barbaroux,* " two 
hundred Neapolitans armed with daggers, and with only a hand- 
kerchief on their left arms for a buckler, and I will overrun 
France and ensiure the Revolution." According to him it is 
necessary to put 360,000 men out of the way *'on humane 
grounds," for, unless this is done, there is no safety for the rest 
"The National Assembly may still save France; let it decree 
that all aristocrats shall wear a blue ribbon, and the moment 
that three of them are seen in company, let them be hung." — 
Another way would be "to lay in wait in dark streets and at 
comers for the royalists and Feuillants, and cut their throats. 
Should ten patriots chance to be killed among a hundred men, 
what does it matter ? It is only ninety for ten, which prevents 
mistakes. Fall upon those who own carriages, employ valets, 
wear silk coats, or go to the theatres. You may be sure that 
they are aristocrats." — ^The Jacobin commonalty have certainly 
found the staff that suits them. Both can comprehend each 
other without difficulty. In order that this spontaneous massacre 
may become an administrative measure, the Neros of the gutter 
have biit to await the word of command from the Neros of the 
Hdtd-de-viUe. 



57,59. TlMlBtttfaMMdttQftlit 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I. Mob rok in times of anarchy. — Case of anarchy recently and suddenly 
brought on.— The band that succeeds the fiillen government and its admin- 
istrative tools. — ^11. Progress of the homicidal idea in the mass of the party. 
—The morning after Angast lo. — The tribunal of August 17. — ^The funerea^ 
ftte of August 27. — ^The prison plot — ^III. Rise of the homicidal idea among 
the leaders. — ^Their situation.— The powers they usurp. — ^Their spoliations. 
—The risks they run— Terror their salvation. — IV. Date of the determina- 
tion of this.— The actors and their parts. — Marat — Danton. — ^The Com 
mune. — Its co-operators. — Harmony of dispositions and readiness of opera- 
tion. — V. Common workmen. — ^Their numbers. — ^Their condition. — ^Their 
sentiments. — Effect of murder on the murderers. — ^Their degradation.-— Their 
insensibility. — ^VI. Effect of the massacre on the public-^General dejection 
and the dissolution of society. — ^The ascendency of the Jacobins assured in 
Paris. — ^The men of September upheld in the Commune and elected to the 
Convention. 



r- 



The worst feature of anarchy is not so much the absence of 
the overthrown government as the rise of new governments of an 
inferior grade. Every fallen State produces bands which con- 
quer and which are sovereign^ it was so in Gaul on the fall of the 
Roman empire, also under the latest of Charlemagne's success- 
ors; the same state of things exists now in Roumelia and in 
Mexico. ^^Adventurers, malefactors, men in bad repute, soci?^ 
outcasts, men overwhelmed with debts and lost to honor, vaga 
bonds, deserters, dissolute troopers — ^bom enemies of work, of sub- 
ordination, and of the law — form leagues for breaking down the 
worm-eaten barriers which still surround the sheep-like masses ; 
and as they are unscrupulous, they slaughter on all occasions. 
On this foundation their authority rests ; each in turn reigns in 
its own canton, and tl^ir government, in keeping with its brutal 
masters, coosists in robbery and murder; nothing else can be 
looked for from btu-barians and brigands. 
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But never are they so dangerous as when, in a great State 
recently fallen, a sudden revolution places the central power in 
their hands ; for tiiey then regard themselves as the legitimate 
inheritors of the shattered government, and, under this title, they 
undertake to manage the commonwealth. Now in times of an- 
archy the ruling power does not proceed from above, but from 

^ below; and the chiefe, therefore, who would remain such, are / 
obliged to follow the blind impulsion of their flpck.* Hence the 

' important and dominant personage, the one whose ideas prevail, 
the veritable successor of Richelieu and of Louis XIV., is here 
the subordinate Jacobin, the pillar of the club, the maker of 
motions, the street rioter, Panis, Sergent, Hubert, Variet, Henriot, 
Maillard, Foumier, Lazowski, or, still lower in the scale, the 
Marseilles '^ rough," the faubourg cannoneer, the drinking market- 
porter who elaborates his political conceptioDS in the interval be- 
tween his hiccoughs.* — For information he has the rumors cir- 
culating in the streets which assign a traitor to each domicile, 
and for other acquisitions the club bombast, through which he 
becomes the leader of the great machine. This machine so 
vast, so complex, such a complete whole of entangled services 
ramifying in innumerable offices, with so much apparatus of spe- 
cial import, so delicate as to require constant adaptation to 
changing circumstances, diplomacy, finances, justice, army admin- 
istration — all this transcends his limited comprehension ; a botde 
cannot be made to contain the bulk of a hogshead.' In his 

> Thaarj, a% of Clovis, unwiUing to take port in an expedition of his bfothen into Buv. 
gondy, was told by his men : ** If diou art unwilling to maxch into Burgundy with diy 
biochei% we w91 leave thee and fbQow tliem in diy place. ''--Clotaire, another of Ilk sons, dis- 
foaed to make peace with the Saxons, "the angry Francs rush upon him, rerile him, and 
threaten to kiU him if he declines to accompany them. Upon which he puts himself at their 



•Social condition and degree of culture are often i ndica t ed orthog^hically.—Gianier de 
r'tr'g**"'*. IL 480. B6cazd, commanding dte ezpeditioa whidi brought back the prisoners 
from Oilcans, signs himself: "B^card, commandant obngointement aveque M. Foumier 
generaUe."—" Archives Natiooales," F^ 4,49^ Letter of Chemin, mmmissionfflr of ths 
GfarilBers section, to Santene, Aug; 11, 1793. " Mob Charles Chemin tt)mrn\*mn\r» . . . 
fait part k Monseur Santaire g^n^rsle de la troupe paridene <tue le nomo^ Hingray caviUers 
de la gendaimeiis narionallr . . nm d£clar6s qu'ille sestes troov^s aux jourduis 11 aoux avec 
tme home attadi^ k la oours aux Eqnris; quille lui aves db quiere 800 home a peupres des 
sidevant nrde du ro3r^6tes tous pris a fondre sure Paris pour donaire du s6cour a naux r^bells 
St a signSfavec moi la presente." 

*On tbi^9di of March, 1871, 1 met in the Rue de Varennes a man with two guns on his 
rfmnVkr ^mho had tA^en part in the pillage of the Ecole d'JBtat-nuyor and was on Us way 
I Adtohim: "Butthislscivilwar,andyoawinietthePnteiansInPteis.*' **!'<} 
rhcve die Prussians dianTUen. Thiers is the fasMe Pi iiwIiH I ** 
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narrow brain, perverted and turned topsy-turvy by the dis 
proportionate notions put into it, only one idea suited to hia 
gross instincts and aptitudes finds a place there, and that is the 
' desire to kill his enemies ; and these are also the State's enemies, 
however open or concealed, present or future, probable or even 
possible. He carries this savagery and bewilderment into politics, 
and hence the evil arising from his usurpation. Simply a bri- 
gand, he would have murdered only to rob, and his murders 
would have been restricted. As representing the State, he imder- 
takes wholesale massacres, of which he has the means ready at 
hand. — For he has not yet had time enough to take apart the 
old administrative implements ; at all events the minor wheels, 
gendarmes, jailers, employees, book-keepers, and accountants, are 
always in their places and under control. There can be no resist- 
ance on the part of those arrested ; accustomed to the protection 
of the laws and to peaceable ways and times, they have never 
relied on defending themselves nor^ver could imagine that any 
one could be so summarily slain. ^ As to the mass, rendered 
incapable of any effort of its own by ancient centralisation, it 
remains inert and passive and lets thipgs go their own way. — 
Hence, during many long, successive dajrs, witnout being hurried 
or impeded, with official papers quite coiTect and accoimts in 
perfect order, a massacre can be carried out trith the same im- 
punity and as methodicaOy as cleaning the streete or dubbing 
stray dogs. . 

II. 

Let us trace the progress of the homicidal idea in the mass of 
the party. It lies at the very bottom of the revolutionary creed. 
Collot d'Herbois, two months after this, aptly says in the Jacobin 
tribime : " The second of September is the great article in the 
credo of our freedom." * It is peculiar to the Jacobin to consider 
himself as a legitimate sovereign, and to treat his adversaries not 
as belligerents, but as criminals. They are guilty of l^se-natian ; 
they are outlaws, fit to be killed at all times and places, and de- 
serve extinction, even when no longer able or in a condition to 
do any harm. — Consequently, on the loth of August the Swiss 
Guards, who do not fire a gun and ^ho surrender, the wounded 

> Mttdtmr, Nor 14. 179a. 
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lying on the ground, their surgeons, the palace domestics, are 
killed; and, worse still, persons like M. de Clennont-Tonnerre. 
who pass quietly along the street All this is now called in official 
phraseology the justice of the people. — On the nth the Swiss 
Guards, collected in the Feuillants building, come near being mas- 
sacred ; the populace on the outside of it demand their heads j * 
«*it conceives the project of visiting all the prisons in Paris to take 
out the prisoners and administer prompt justice on them." — On 
die 1 2 th in the markets* "divers groups of the low class call Po- 
tion a scoundrel," because " he saved the Swiss in the Palais Bour- 
bon"; accordingly, "he and the Swiss must be hung to-day." — 
In these minds turned topsy-turvy the actual, palpable truth gives 
way to its opposite; "the attack was not begun by them; the 
order to sound the tocsin came from the palace ; it is the palace 
^which was besieging the nation, and not the nation which was 
besiegmg the palace." ^ The vanquished " are the assassins of 
the people," caught in the act; and on the 14th of August the 
Federates demand a court-martial " to avenge the death of their 
comrades." ^ And even a court-martial will not answer : " It is 
not sufficient to mete out punishment for crimes committed on 
the loth of August, but the vengeance 'of the people must be 
extended to all conspirators; " to that " Lafayette, who probably 
was not in Paris, but who may have been there; " to all the min- 
isters, generals, judges, and other officials guilty of maintaining 
legal order wherever it had been maintained, and of not having . 
recognised the Jacobin government before it came into being. 
Let them be brought before, not the ordinary courts, which are 
not to be trusted because they belong to the defunct regime, but 
before a spedaUy organised tribunal, a sort of ^^chambreardente^^^ 
dected by the sections, that is to say, by a Jacobin minority. 
These improvised judges must give judgment on conviction, 
without appeal; there must be no preliminary examinations, no 
mterval of time between arrest and execution, no dilatory and 

•BocheK et Rouse, XVIL jt. 

•«'AlcUv«•Nationa]e•»''F^ 4,496. Lettir of the polot •d aiiihlMl ow^ Ai» ii. Decfa 
gslion oTDdatinayt Aug. lo. 
•BodMs et Rous, XVIL 59 (wMion of Aug. la). Speech by Lepriear at the bar of the 



«Baehet et Roux, XVIL 47.— Mortfaner-Ternftux, III. 31. Speedi by Robespierre at the 
bar of the Anembly in the name of the coounune, Aug. 15. 

* Brnsot, in his report on Robespierre's petition.— The names of the princtpol Jii4geideclad 
■how its character: Fonquter-TinrOle, Ossclin, CoflUnhaL ^ j 
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protective formalities. And above all, the Assembly must be 
expeditious in passing the decree ; " otherwise," it is informed by 
a delegate from the Commune, '' the tocsin will be rung at mid- 
night and the general alarm sounded; for the people are tired of 
waiting to be avenged. Look out lest they do themselves jus* 
ticel"' — A moment more, new threats and at a shorter date. 
** If the juries are not ready to act in two or three hours . . . 
great misfortunes will overtake Paris." 

In vain the new tribunal, instantly installed, hastens its work 
and guillotines three innocent persons in five days ; it does not 
move fast enough. On the 23d of August one of the sections 
declares to the Commune in furious language that the people 
themselves, "wearied and indignant" with so many delays, 
mean to force open the prisons and massacre the inmates.' — Not 
only do they harass the judges, but they force the accused into 
their presence. A deputation firom the Commune and the Fed- 
erates summons the Assembly " to transfer the criminals at Or- 
leans to Paris to undergo the penalty of their heinous crimes," 
** otherwise," says the orator, " we will not answer for the ven- 
geance of the people." ' And in a still more imperative manner : 
" You have heard and you know that insurrection is a sacred 
duty," a sacred duty towards and against all: against the Assem- 
bly if it refuses, and against the tribunal if it acquits. They dash 
at their prey athwart all legislative and judicial formalities, like a 
kite across the web of a spider, while nothing diverts them from 
their fixed conceptions. On the acquittal of M. Luce de Mont- 
morin^ the brutal audience, mistaking him for his cousin the 
former minister of Loub XVI., break out in miumurings. The 
president tries to enforce silence, which increases the uproar, and 
M. de Montmorin is in danger. On this the president, discover- 
ing a side issue, annoimces that one of the jurors is related to the 
accused, and that in such a case a new jury must be impanelled 
and a new trial take place; that the matter will be enquired into, 
and meanwhile the prisoner will be returned to the Conciergerie. 
Thereupon he takes M. de Montmorin by the arm and leads him 
out of the court-room, amidst the yells of the audience and not 

> Buches et Roux, XVII. 91 (Aug. 17). 

'Stated by P6don in his speech (Mtmiintr, fiow. to^ If9i|* 

* Bochec ec Roux, XVII. 116 (session of Aug. 93). 

' If ordmer-Ternaux, III. 461. — Moot^ L 9J2 (A*S> 3>)> 
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(^ Guards peril to himself; in the outside court one of the National 
withoiuystrikes at him with a sabre, and the follo^ving day the 
court is obliged to authorise eight delegates from the audience to 
go and see with their own eyes that M. de Montmorin is safe un- 
der lock and key. 

At the moment of his acquittal a tragic exclamation is heard : 
"You discharge him to-day and in two weeks he will cut our 

"^throats I " Fear is evidently an adjunct of hatred. The Jacobin 
rabble is vaguely conscious of its inferior numbers, of its usurpa- 
tion, of its danger, which increases in proportion as Brunswick 
draws near. It feels itself encamped over a mine, and if the mine 
should explode! — Since its adversaries are scoimdrels they are 
capable of a sudden blow, of a plot, of a massacre ; never itself 
having done anything else, it conceives no other idea; and, 
through an inevitable transposition of thought, it imputes to 
them the murderous intentions obscurely wrought out in the 
dark recesses of its own disturbed brain. — On the 27th of Au« 
gust, after the funeral procession gotten up by Sergent expressly 
to excite popular resentment, its suspicions, at once direct and 
pointed, begin .to take the form of certainty. Ten « conmiemo- 
rative " banners,^ each borne by a volimteer on horseback, have 
paraded before all eyes the long list of massacres " by the court 
and its agents "; the massacre at Nancy, the massacre at Nismes, 
the massacre at Montauban, the massacre at Avignon, the mas- 
sacre at La ChapeUe, the massacre at Carpentras, the massacre 
of the Champ de Mars, etc Hesitation, in the &ce of such pro- 
cessions, is out of the question ; henceforth, to women in the gal- 
leries, to the frequenters of the dubs, and to pikemen in the sub- 
urbs it is proved beyond any doubt that aristocrats are old 
offenders. 

And on the other side there is another sign eqnaUy alarming 
*' This lugubrious ceremony, which ought to inspire by turns both 
reflection and indignation, . . . did not generally produce that 
effect" The National Guard in uniform, who came '' apparendy 
to compensate themselves for not appearing on the day of action,** 
did not comport themselves with civic propriety, but, on the con- 
trary, put on "an air of dissipation and even of noisy gaiety"*; 
they come out of curiosity, like so many Parisian cockneys, and 

■ bodies et Roux, XVI I. 067 (artkk by Prudbomme in the " lUvolntiofM d« Pttit " \. 
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are much more numeroas than the ^ans-aUotUs with their pikes ' 
The latter can count themselves and plainly see that they are 
in a minority, and a very small one, and that their rage finds no 
echo ; none but supernumeraries and the contrivers of the fi!te 
are there to hasten sentences and call for death-penalties. A for- 
eigner, a good observer, who questions the shop-keepers of whom 
he makes purchases, the tradesmen he knows, and the company 
he finds in the coffee-houses, writes that he never had " seen any 
symptom of a sanguinary disposition except in the galleries of the 
National Assembly and at the Jacobin Club." Now the galler- 
ies are fiiU of paid " applauders," especially " females, who are 
more noisy and to be had cheaper than males "; at the Jacobin 
Club are "the leaders, who dread what may be divulged against 
them or who have private hatreds to gratify";* thus the only 
infiuiates are the leaders and the populace of the suburbs. — Lost 
in the crowd of this vast dty, in the face of a National Guard 
still armed and three times their own number, confi^nting an 
indifferent or discontented bourgeoisie^ the patriots are alarmed. 
In this state of anxiety a feverish imagination, exasperated by 
delays, involuntarily gives birth to ^cies passionately accepted 
as truths, while an incident now occurs which sufiUces to complete 
the story, the germ of which has grown in their minds without 
their knowing it. 

On the ist of September a poor waggoner, Jean Julien,' con- 
demned to chains for twelve years with exposure in the pillory, 
becomes fiuious after a couple of hours of this latter penalty, 
probably on account of the jeers of the by-standers ; with the 
usual coarseness of people of his stamp he vents his impotent 
rage by riddmg himself of his clothes and exposing his person, and 
naturally uses insulting language to the people who look at him : 
" Hurrah for the King 1 Hurrah for the Queen I Hurrah for La- 
fayette! Let the nation go to the devil!" It is also iiatural 
that he should be nearly cut to pieces. He is at once led away 
to the Conciergerie, where he is at once condemned, and guiUo- 

< *'Les R^volntioM de Purn," IbkL, **A number of toM t - a tM/ n were there with ifadr 
pikes; but theM were ktrgefy otUmtmbermi by the multitnde of unifenns of the Taiions bi^ 
tattons.*' Moore, Aug, 31 : " At present the inhabitants of the frubourga Snint-Antoine and 
Snint-Marceau are all that is felt of the sovereign people in Paris." 

* Moore, Aug. a6. 

■ Mortimer-Temaiuc, IIL 471. Indictment against Jean-JuKen.— In referring to M. Mei- 
timer-Temaux w« do to becanae^ like a true critic, he dtes authentic and frsqaanthr unodtei^ 
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tined as soon as possible, for being a promoter of sedition in 
connection with the conspiracy of August the i oth. — ^The con- 
spiracy, accordingly, is still in existence. It is so declared by the 
tribunal, which makes no declaration without evidence. Jean 
Julien has certainly confessed ; now what has he revealed ? — On 
the followmg day, like a crop of poisonous mushrooms, the growth 
of a single night, the story obtains general credence. " Jean 
j ulien has declared that all the prisons in Paris thought as he 
did, that there would soon be fine times, that the prisoners were 
armed, and that as soon as the volunteers cleared out they would 
be let loose on all Paris." ^ The streets are full of anxious coun- 
tenances. " One says that Verdun had been betrayed like 
Longwy. Others shook their heads and said it was the traitors 
within Paris and not the declared enemies on the fh^ntier that 
were to be feared."* On the following day the story grows: 
" There are royalist officers and soldiers hidden away in Paris and 
in the outskirts. They are going to open the prisons, arm the 
prisoners, set the King and his family firee, put the patriots in 
Paris to death, also the wives and children of those in the army. 
... It is natural for men to secure their wives and children 
when they are going to be separated from them, and to use the 
most efficient means of preventing their being opposed to the 
assassin's dagger."' The popular conflagration is lighted, and 
all that remains for those who kindled the flame is to mark out 
the path for it 

I". -h 4^' 

It is a long time that they have fanned the flame. \ Already, | 
on the nth of August, the new Commime had announced, in a \\ 
proclamation,^ that '' the guilty should perish on the scaffold," 
while its threatening deputations force the National Assembly 
into the immediate institution of a bloody tribunal. Carrie4 into 

>IUtif de la Bretoone, "Let Nuits de Puk,** ixtfa nis^ p. 373. 

•Moore, Sept 8. 

■ Moore, Sept 3.— Buchez et Roux, XVI. 159 (narrative by Talfien).— Official report of 
the Paris C<xnmtn>e, Sqit 4 (in the collection of Barti^ and Berville, the vohime entided 
<« Mdmoires stir lea jouin6es de Septembre " ). The commune adopts and expands the ftlBA», 
piobably invented by iL Prudhomme well says that the story of the priMn plot, so scandal- 
onsly circulated during die Reign d'TeiTor, appears for the first time on the ad of September. 
The f"«"^ report was spread through the rural districts. At Gennevillien, a peasant, whik 
hiii H»Ti»i«g the massacres, said to Malouet: " It is, too, a terrible thing for the aristocrats to 
VBBi to kill all the people by blowing up the city" (Malouet, IL 844). 
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k/\ power by brutal force, it must perish if it docs not maintain 
^ ^ itself, and this can be done only through terror.V- Consider for 
"one moment, indeed, this singular situation. Installed in the 
Hdtel-de-ville by a bold nocturnal enterprise, about one hundred 
unknown individuals, delegated by a party which thinks or asserts 
itself to be the peoples* delegates, have overthrown one of the two 
great powers of the State, mangled and enslaved the other, and 
no\^ rule in a capital of 700,000 souls, by the grace of eight or 
ten thousand fanatics and cut-throats. Never did change so sud- 
den take men from so low a point and raise them so high 1 The 
basest of newspaper scribblers, pcimy-a-liners out of the gutters, 
bar-room oracles, unfrocked monks and priests, the refrise of the 
literary guild, of the bar, and of the clergy, carpenters, turners, 
grocers, locksmiths, shoemakers, common laborers, many with 
no profession at all,^ strolling politicians and public brawlers, 
who, like the sellers of counterfeit wares, have speculated for the 
past three years on popular credulity ; among them a number of 
men in bad repute, of doubtful honesty or of proven dishonesty, 
having led shiftless lives in their youth and still besmirched with 
old slime, put outside the pale of useful labor by their vices, 
driven out of inferior stations even into prohibited occupations, 
bruised by the perilous leap, with consciences distorted like the 
muscles of a tight-rope dancer, and who, were it not for the Rev- 

^^ i olution, would still grovel in their native filth, awaiting Bic£tre 
or the bagnios to which they were destined— can one imagine 
their growbg intoxication as they drink deep draughts from the 
bottomless cup of absolute power? — For it is absolute power 
which they demand and which they exercise.* Raised by a 
special delegation above the regular authorities, they put up with 
these only as subordinates, and tolerate none among them who 
may become their rivals. Consequently, they reduce the Legis- 
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I If ovtinMr.Tenuuuc, II. 446. List of the Bectioii conrniiidnnfti tilting at the HdteUde- 
ville, Aug. 10^ before 9 o'dock in tlM nnniing. 

t Official reports of Uie commune, Aug. 8X. **Coaiideringdia^ to aoaunpob&c safety and 
liberty, the coundl-genend of the conunune r tg uir td mU Hkt pomitr dekgaitd 19 it fytJka 
feo^t at the time it was compelled to resume the exercise of its rights,** sends a deputation 
to the National Assembly to insist that "the new depa r t m en t be oonverted, pure and simple. 
Into a tax-commitsinners' office.*'— Mortimer-Teniaux, IIL 85. Speech of Robespien« in 
the name of the commune: ** After the people have saved the oooaHy, after dfirmfing a 
National Convention to rq>laoe you, what remains for you to do but to gratify dieir irfshest 
• . The people^ forced to see to its own salvation, has provided for this tfarou^ lis dsl^ 
pttas. . . It k csicndal that those chosen by itself tsx its magktratoa thmiUm^tkB 
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ladve body simply to the function of editor and herald of 
their decrees ; they have forced the new department electors to 
"abjure their title/' to confine themselves to tax assessments, 
while they lay their ignorant hands daily on every other service, 
on the finances, the army, supplies, the administration, justice, at 
the risk of breaking the administrative wheels or of interrupting 
their action. 

One day they summon the Minister of War before them, or, 
for lack of one, his chief derk ; another day they keep the whole 
body of officials in his department in arrest for two hours, imder 
the pretext of finding a suspected printer.* At one time they 
affix seals on the fimds devoted to extraordinary expenses ; at 
another time they do away with the commission on supplies ; at 
another they meddle with the course of justice, either to aggra- 
vate proceedmgs or to impede the execution of sentences ren- 
dered.^ There is no principle, no law, no regulation, no verdict, 
no public man or establishment that is not subject to the risk of 
their arbitrament. — ^And, as they have laid hands on power, they 
do the same with money. Not only do they extort fix>m the 
Assembly 850,000 firancs a month, with arrears fi'om the ist of 
January, 1792, more than six millions in all, to defiray the ex- 
penses of their military police, which means to pay their bands,' 
but again, ''invested with the municipal scar^" they seize, ''in 
the public edifices belonging to the nation, all fiuniture, and 
whatever is of most value." " In one building alone, they carry 
off to the value of 100,000 crowns."^ Elsewhere, in the hands 
of the treasurer of the civil list, they iq>propriate to themselves 
a box of jewels, other precious objects, and 340,000 firancs.* 
Their commissioners bring in fix>m Chantilly three three-horse 

> Official reports of the commuiw^ Aug. za— Mortiiner-Tenuuiz, IIL 155. Letter of die 
fi;«u»»»r SennEUx, Aug. yi.—IUd., x^^Ibid,^ 148. The commktion on suppfies having 
been broken up by the commone, R<Auid, the Minltter of the Interior, begs the AsMrably to 
act promptly, for " he will no longer be responable for the supplies of Paris." 

* Official reports of the commune, Aug. sz. A reiolutioo requiring that, on trials for Aai- 
maHoih those who appear for the defendants should be provided with a ce rt i fi cat e of dwir 
Integrity, issued by their assembled section, and that the interviews between them and die 
aCTwW be pubtic.— /3£il, Aug. 17, a resolution to suspend the execution of dte two -nrrrhii 
■f mayor Sim^^"**", condemned to death by die tribunal of Seine-et-Otse. 

8 Mortimer-Temauz, III. zz. Decree of Aug. zt. 

spnidhamme, *<R6vohitions de Paris" (number tx Sept aa). Report by Rdand to the 
National Asaembly (SepL z6, at 9 o'clock in the morning). 

•Madame Roland, "Mdnoizes," IL 4Z4 (Ed. Bairitee et Bervilk). Report by 1 
Oct a^. The laisiire in questioo took place Aug^ ay. 
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veliicles "loaded with the spoils of M. de Cond6," and they un 
dertake *• removing the contents of the houses of the emigres^ ^ 
They confiscate in the churches of Paris " the crucifixes, music- 
stands, bells, railings, and every object in bronze or of iron, 
chandeliers, cups, vases, reliquaries, statues, every article of 
plate," as well "on the altars as in the sacristies,"* and we can 
imagine the enormous booty obtained ; to cart away the silver 
plate belonging to the single church of Madeleine-de4a-ville 
required a vehicle drawn by four horses. — Now they use all this 
money, so fireely seized, as fireely as they do power itsel£ 
One fills his pockets in the Tuileries without the sHghtest con- 
cern; another, in the Garde- Meuble, rummages secretaries, and 
carries off a wardrobe with its contents.^ We have already seen 
that in the depositories of the Commune " most of the seals are 
broken," that enormous sums in plate, in jewels, in gold and 
silver coin have disappeared. Future inquests and accotmts will 
charge on the Committee of Supervision, " abstractions, dilapi- 
dations, and embezzlements," in short, "a mass of violations and 
breaches of trust" — ^When one is king, one easily mistakes the 
money-drawer of the State for the drawer in which one keeps 
one*s own money. 

Unfortunately, this fiill possession of public power and of the 
public funds holds only by a slender thread. Let the evicted 
and outraged majority daxe, as subsequently at Lyons, Mar- 
^ seilles, and Toulon, to retiun to the section assemblies and re- 
voke the &lse mandate which they have arrogated to themselves 
through firaud and force, and, on the instant, they again become, 
through the sovereign will of the people, and by virtue of their 
own creed, what they really are, usurpers, extortioners, and rob- 
bers; there is no middle course for them between a dictatorship 
and the galleys. — ^The mmd, before such an alternative, unless 
extraordinarily well-balanced, loses its equilibrium ; they have no 
difficulty in deluding themselves with the idea that the State is 
menaced in their persons, and, in postiilating the rule, that all is 

> M^moiies tor Its joumto de Septembre " (Ed. Bani^ et Bervine, pp. 907-3tt). Use 
■f turns paid by die treasurer of the commune. — See, on the prolongation of this ph m dq ia g, 
Roland's report, Oct 09, of money, plate, and assignats taken finom the SeoUs Hospital (SepL 
13), die Hotel de Coigny emptied, and sale of furniture in the Hotel d'Egmont, etc. 

* Official reports of the commune, Aug. 17 and 20. — List of sums paid fay Ae liiMiim rf 
die commune, p. ^.i.— On the aSth of August a " St Roch" in sflver is bnraght tp tbt fav 
of die Nadonal Assembly. 

s If ottiuMv-Teniaujc, IIL 150^ s6i« 511.— Report by RolmdL Oct tg^ Vi;^4i4. t 
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allowable for them, even massacre. Has not Bazire stated in 
the tribune that, against the enemies of the nation, ''all means 
are fair and justifiable ? " Has not another deputy, Jean Debry, 
proposed the formation of a body of 1,200 volunteers, who " will 
sacrifice themselves," as formerly the assassins of the Old Man 
of the Mountain, in »* attacking tyrants, hand to hand, individu- 
ally," as well as generals?* Have we not seen Merlin de 
Thionville insisting that "the wives and children of the imigris 
should be kept as hostages," and declared responsible, or, in 
other words, ready for slaughter if their relatives continue their 
attacks?* 

This is all that can be done, for other measures have not 
proved sufficient. — In vain has the Commune decreed the arrest 
of journalists belonging to the opposite party, and distributed 
their presses amongst patriotic printers.' In vain has it declared 
the members of the Sainte-Chapelle club, the National Guards 
who have sworn allegiance to Lafayette, the signers of the peti- 
tion of 8,000, and of that of 20,000, disqualified for any service 
whatever.* In vain has it multiplied domiciliary visits, even to 
the residence and carriages of the Venetian ambassador. In 
vain, through insulting and repeated examinations, does it keep 
at its bar, imder the hoodngs and death-cries of its tribimes, the 
most honorable and most illustrious men, Lavoisier, Dupont de 
Nemours, the eminent surgeon Desault, the most harmless and 
most refined ladies, Madame de Tourzd, Mademoiselle de Tour- 
zel, and the Princesse de Lamballe.' In vain, alter a profusion 
of arrests during twenty days, it envelopes all Paris in one cast 
of its net for a nocturnal search : * the barriers closed and doubly 

> McMittuTt XIII. 5x4, 543 (Mwioni of Aug. 03 and 96). 

* Moitiiiier-Teniaax, IIL 99 (tesncms of Aug. 15 and 83). '* Pro c A w wt lw uuc de k Coov 
mane," Aug. x8» a resolution to obtain a law authorising the oommune "to collect together 
die wives and diildren of the indgHt in places of security, and to nuke use of die fonner 
convents for this purpose.*' 

* '* Proc^vert>aux de la Commune," Aug. xa.^/AUl, Aug. iS. Not bebg able to find M. 
Geoffioy, the journalist, the commune "passes a resolution that seals be affixed to Madame 
Geoffioy's domicile and that she be placed in axiest until her husband appean to release her." 

^ " Proc^verinux de la Commune." Aug. x^ and x8. Another resolution, again A"^*^^^ 
ing of the Nadonal Assembly a Ust of the signers for puMicadon. 

* " Proc^verbaux de la Commune," Aug. x8, 19, 90. — On theaothof August the com* 
mnne summons before it and examines the Venetian Ambassador. " A citizen claims to be 
heard against the ambaM»ador, and states that several cairiages went out of Paris in his name. 
The name of this citizen is ChevaUer, a horee^hoer^s assistant . . The Councd decrees 
that hononible mention be made of the affidavits brought fivwaid in the accusation.** Od 
the tone of these extuninadons read Weber (" M^oires," II. 945), who narrates hb own. 

« Buchex et Roux, XVIL axy Nanadom Vg Pdtier.— In spile of the orden of the N» 
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guarded, sentinels on the quays and boats stationed on the Seine 
to prevent escape by water, the city divided beforehand into 
dicumscripdons, and for each section, a list of suspected per- 
sons, the circulation of vehicles stopped, every citizen ordered to 
stay at home, the silence of death after six o'clock in the even- 
ing, and then, in each street, a patrol of sixty pikemoi, seven 
hundred squads of sans-culotUSy all working at the same time, 
and with their usual brutality, doors burst in with pieces of tim- 
ber, wardrobes picked by locksmiths, walls sounded by masons, 
cellars searched even to digging in the ground, papers seized, arms 
confiscated, three thousand persons arrested and led ofi^^ priests, 
old men, the infirm, the sick, and fi^m ten in the evening to five 
o'clock in the morning, the same as in a city taken by assault, 
the screams of women rudely treated, the cries of prisoners com- 
pelled to march, the oaths of the guards, cursing and drinking 
at each grog-shop; never was there such an universal, method- 
ical execution, so well calculated to suppress all inclination fi>r 
resistance in the silence of general stupefiurdon. 

And yet, at this very moment, there are those who act in good 
faith in the sections and in the Assembly, and who rebel at being 
under such, masters. A deputation firom the Lombards section, 
and another fi^m the Corn-market, come to the Assembly and 
protest against the Commune's usurpations.' Choudieu, the 
MmUagnard^ denounces its glaring prevarications. Cambon, a 
stem financier, will no longer consent to have his accounts tam- 
pered with by thievmg tricksters.' The Assembly at last seems 
to have recovered itselfl It extends its protection to G6ray, the 
journalist, against whom the new pachas had issued a warrant; 

tiooalAsMoibljrtheaflliritrepeftiadotttlie fiiOowing day, and k laatt from the i9di to die 
3ittof Aagint^btheeveoiiic.— MoonbAng. 3S. Tbeatiipid,tbeep-likeTuiity of the bour- 
geois enlisted as a geodanne for the mmu cul p itn Is hero well depicted. The keeper of the 
H6td Meurioe, whera Moore and Lord Lauderdale pot tip^ was on goaid and on the chase 
the night before: **He talked a good deal of the fiuigne be had undetgooe, and hinted a 
litde of the dangen to wludi he had been ex poaed in the comae of tUs severe doQr. Bcii^ 
asked if he had been successful b his search after suqte ct ed persons *Yei> bj IokA, bft* 
nicely: our hattaKnn anested four priests.' He oouU not have looked more lofty if he had 
taken the Duke of Brunswick." 

1 According to Roederer, the number airested amonnfrd to from &000 to 6^000 penons. 

* Mortimer-Ternaux, IIL 147, 148, Aug. a8 and 89.— /M£, 176. Odier sections *"~"r'*Hi 
of the Commune with some fatttemess.~Buche8 et Roux, XVI L 358.— **Procte-veriMuix de 
la Commune," Sq>t s. " The section of the Tenqtle sends a deputation wfaididedares that 
by virtue of a decree of the National Assembly it withdraws its powers cntnislad to the com- 
■isskmen elected by it to the oovndl-genenL*' 

•Mortimer-Tcaaia^ IIL 154 (union of Aqg. 30^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



CHAP. IX. THE yACOBiN CONQUEST. lof 

it summons to its own bar the signers of the warrant, and orders 
them to confine themselves in future to the exact limits of the 
law which they transgress. Better still, it dissolves the interlop- 
ing Council, and substitutes for it ninety-six delegates, to be elect- 
ed by the sections in twenty-four hours. And, even still better, it 
orders an account to be rendered within two da)rs of the objects it 
has seized, and the return of all gold or silver articles to the Treas- 
ury. Quashed, and summoned to disgorge their booty, the auto- 
crats of the H6tel-de-ville come in vain to the Assembly in force 
on the following day ^ to extort firom it a repeal of its decrees; the 
Assembly, in spite of their threats and those of their satellites, 
maintains its ground. — So much the worse for the stubborn ; if 
they are not disposed to regard the flash of the sabre, they will 
fed its sharp edge and point. The Commune, on the motion of 
Manuel, decides that, so long as public danger continues, they 
\ will stay where they are ; it adopts an address by Robespierre to 
y" restore sovereign power to the people," which means to fill the 
. streets with armed bands;' it collects together its brigands by 
g'ving them the ownership of aU that they stole on the loth of 
August.^ The session, prolonged into the night, does not ter- 
minate until one o'clock in the morning. Sunday has come and ^ 
^ there is no time to lose, for, in a few hoiurs, the sections, by virtue 
of the decree of the National Assembly, and following the 
example of the Temple section the evening before, may revoke -U I 
the pretended representatives at the H6tel-de-ville. xTo remaiS^ > 
at the Hdtd-de-ville, and to be elected to the convention, de- M 
I mands on the part of the leaders some striking action, and this 
\ they require that very day. — ^That day is the the second of Sep- 
I \ tember. 
\ 

IV. 

1/ Snce the 23d of August their resolution fe taken.^ They have 






■ Mardmer-ToiMrax, III. 171 (wwion of Aug. 31).— /Mi, ao8.-On iIm I 
SepL 1, at the inatigatSoo of Dtotoo, Tlwriot obttunt from the Nadonal A ■wmWy «d < 

decrae which teems to allow the memben of the comnmnw to keep dieir plMH^ provUoi^ 
ally at least, at the H6tel-de-ville: 
• "Proc^Teitaux de la Commuiie,'' Sept i. 

■ «<Proc^veri»tuc dekCoin]im]ie^''Sept I. **It b moKed that wlMlever iftcli *■ 
Into the hands of the dtiaess who fimght fir Hberty and eqaaHty on the soifa of Asgoit ikil 
1— hi in their posswiinn ; M. TalHen, seaetafy-gencrsl, is therefine eiHhnriiid t> wfa a 
fold waich to IL Leoomte^ a gendamML" 

^ Vow Tt'Tr"'***^p**^ ffr*TT*tf**fim and in fidl acieenmt vidi ondi odMf» iidtaii ddi 



dbyCjOOgk 




110 THE REVOLUTION, book nr. 

arranged in their minds a plan of the massacre, and each one, 
littie by little, spontaneously,' according to his aptitudes, takes 
! the part that suits him or is assigned to him. 
^■^ larat, foremost among them all, is the proposer and preacher 
of the operation, which, for him, is a perfectly natural ^pne. It 
is an abridgment of his political system : a dictator or tribune, 
with full power to slay, and with no other power but that ; a good 
master executioner, responsible, and "tied hand and foot"; this 
is his programme for a government since July the -14th, 1789, 
and he does not blush at it : *1jso much the worse for those who 
are not on a level with it! " ^ IH e appreciated the character of 
the Revolution from the first, not through genius, but sympa* > 
inetically^ he himself being equally as one-sided and monstrous ; 
crazy with suspicion and beset with a homicidal mania for the past 
three years, reduced to one idea through mental impoverishment, 
that of murder, having lost the faculty for even the lowest order 
of reasoning, the poorest of journalists, save for pikemen and 
Billingsgate market-women, so monotonous in his constant par- 
oxysms that the regular reading of his journal b like listening 
to hoarse cries from the cells of a madhouse. Ftom the 19th of 

date : i. On the 93d of Augtist the council-general resdves " that a tribune diall be aiiaiifwi 
In the chamber for a journalist (M. Marat), whose duty it shall be to conduct a journal ghrinc 
tlie acts passed and what goes <» in the conunune " (*' ProcAa-verbaux de la Commnae/* Ang. 
93).— a. On the same day, "on the motion (^a member with a view to separate the prisonen 
of Ust-naiitm. from those of the vaaBtul% hospital and others of the same stamp In tlie diftrant 
prisons, the council has adopted diis measure" (Granier de Cassagnac, II. 100).— 3. Th* 
same day the commune applauds the deputies of a section, which " in waim terns '* denonnot . 
before it the tardiness of justice and declare to it that the people will "immolate '* the prison* ' 
ers in their {»isons (MoniUur^ Nov. 10, 1793, Narrative of Potion).— 4^ The same day k ' 
sends a deputation to the Assembly to order a transfer of the Orieami prisonen to Pan!^ (Bii> ' 
ches et Roux, XVII. xx6). The next day, m spite of the prohiUtions of die Aasembl/\ k 
sends Foumier and his band to Orleans (Mortimer-Teniaux, III. 364), and eadi knoiMi ^ 
befordiand that Foumier is commissioned to Idn him on the way. (BalleydBer, **Histoiiepeft>/ 
tiqne et militaire du peuple de Lyon," I. 79. Letter of T^nssel, dated at Paris, Ang. \ 
** Our volunteers are at Orieans for die past two or three days to bring the s 
prisoners here, who are treated too well diere." On the day of Foumier's departure (Aug.l 
S4) Moore observes in the Palais Royal and at the Tuileries "a greater number than nnnl of ' 
hinennt haranguers of the populace, hired for the pmpose of inspiring dte people with a her* 
rorof monardiy." 

> Mtmitenr^ Sept 95, 1799, speech by Marat in the Convention. 

* See his two journals, "L'Ami du peuple" and the "Journal de la R^uWc Fnnn^sbo," 
eq>ectally for July and October, 1 793.-~The number itx August x6 is headed : ** Developinent 
of the vile plot of the cotut to destroy all patriots with fire and sword."— That of Augnst 19: 
'*The infiunous conscript Fathers of the Qrcus, betraying the people and tiiring to dday die 
oonvicdon of traiton until Motti^ arrives, is marching with his army on Paris to destroy all 
patriots ! " — ^That of Aug. ax : " The gangrtnit ell the Assembly, die perfidious aocomi^icee 
of Motti^ananging for flight . . The conscript Fathen, die asnasiiis of patriot* at Nancy 
In the Champ de Mais and in the Tuileries," etc.— ^AB thb ww ytUed out dri^ Cf«y aui» 
«C by thoie iriw ha:wlced these Joomala through the ■liinii 



I 




CHAP. IX. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. XT f 211 

August he excites people to attack the prisons:|? " The wisest and 

[best coiu'se to pursue/' he sajrs, ^' is to go aimed to the Abbaye, 

I drag out the traitors, especially the Swiss officers and their a(> 

/ compHces, and put them to the sword. What folly it is to give 

J them a trial 1 That is already done. You have massacred the » 

(soldiers, why should you spare the officers, ten times guiltkr ? "— |^ 

^Iso, two days later, his brain teeming with an ex^^Wioner's 

fancies, insisting that '' the soldiers deserved a thcm^d deaths 

As to the officers, they should be drawn and/quartered, like 

Louis Capet and his tools of the Jfan^eJ*}ii^f6n the strength 

Hiis the Commune adopts him as its olficial editor, assigns 
a tribune in its assembly room, entrusts him to report its 
and soon puts him on its supervisory or executive com 
knittee. 

, ' A ^matic of this stamp, however, is good for nothing but as a 
mouthpiece or instigator; he may, at best, figure in the end 
among the subordinate managers. — ^The chief of the enterprise,' 
Danton, is of another species, and of another stature, a veritable 
; leader of men. Through hk past career and actual position, 
I through his popular cynicism, ways and language, through his 
capacity for taking the initiative and for commandi through his 
' excessive corporeal and intellectual vigor, through his physical 
ascendency due to his ardent, absorbmg will, he is well calculat- 
ltd for his terrible officett^He alone of the Commune has become ts^ 
^l^nister, and there is no one but him to screen municipal out- 
WHes with the patronage or inertia of the central authority. — He 
alone of the Commune and of the ministry is able to push things 
on and harmonise action in the pell-mell of the revolutionary 
chaos, and now, in the councils of the ministry, as formerly at the 
Hdtd-de-ville, he governs. In the constant uproar of incoherent 
discuisions,* athwart '^ propositions ex abrupto^ shouts, impreca- 
tions, the going and coming of questioning petitioners," he is seen 
mastering his new colleagues with his ''stentorian voice, his %^X.' 

^V Ami dm Pm^, Ang. 19 and ai. 

* "Lettrw antognphs de Madame Roland," published by Madame Bancal des lasarts, 
Sqit9. " Danton IomIs all; Robespierre is Us puppet; Marat holds his torch and dagger.** 

• Madame Roland " M^moires," II. 19 (note by Roland).— /MUl, ai, as, «4. Monge 
■ays: " Danton wants to have it so; if I refuse he vrill denotmce me to die Commune and at 
Ifar CordeUerty and have me hung." Foumier's commission to Orleans was all In order, 
F^iland probably havbg sigiked it unawares, like those of the fommissfcmers scat into tht 

I by the amcutlYe council (C£ Mortimer-Temaux, IIL ^) 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 1 3 THE RE VOL UTION. BOOK IT 

ores of an athlete, his fearful threats," taking upon himself their 
duties, dictating to them what and whom he chooses, " fetching in 
commissions ahready drawn up," taking charge of everything, 
*' making prc^sitions, arrests, and proclamations, issuing brevets," 
and drawing millions out of the public treasury, casting a sop to 
his dogs in the Cordeliers and the Commune, ''to one 20,000 
francs, and to another 10,000," "for the Revolution, and on ac- 
\ count of their patriotism," — such is a summary report of his doings. 
Thus gorged, the pack of hungry "brawlers" and grasping in- 
triguers, the whc^e serviceable force of the sections and of the 
clubs, is in his hands. One is strong in times of anarchy at the 
head of such a herd. Indeed, during the months of August and 
September, Danton was king, and, later on, he may well say of 
the 2d of September, as he did of the loth of August, " I did it !" * 
Ski^ li Not that he is naturally vindictive or sanguinary : on the con- 
' nWy, with a butcher's temperament, he has a man's heart, and, at 
the risk of compromising himself, against the wills of Marat and 
Robespierre, he will, by-and-by, save his political adversaries, 
Duport, Brissot, and the Girondists, the old party of the " Right"* 
Not that he is blinded by fear, enmities, or the theory; furi- 

> The penon who ghres me the following had it from the Idng, Lotus Philippe^ then an ofli- 
cer in Kdlerman's corps: 

On die evening of the battk of Vahny the young officer is sent to Paris to cany die news^ 
On his aniral (Sept aa or aj, 1798) he kams that he n lemoved from his post and i4>pointed 
govamor of Strasbourg. He goes to Senran'a house, Minister of War, and at fint they refuse 
10 let him in. Servan is unwell and in bed, with the minisfieni in his room. Thejroungi 
statas that he comes from the army and is the bearer of despatdies. He b t 
findi, indeed, Senraa in bed with yarious personages around him, and he announces t 
toiy.^They <iuestaon him and he gives the detaik— He then complains of having 1 
placed, and, stating that he is loo young to command with any authority at Strasbourg^ 
requests to be reinstaled with the army in the field. "Impossible,'* rq>lies Servant "your 
place is given to aaother." Thereupon one of the penonages present, with a peculiar visage 
and a rough voices tdces him aside and saya to him: "Servan is a fool 1 Comeandseeae 
to-moiTOw and I will arrange the matter." **¥nioareyout*' "lamDanton, the^niBter 
of Justice.**— The next day he calls on Danton, who tells him: **It is all right; you shall 
have jrour post back— aoC under KeUerman, however, but under Dnmouries ; are you coa« 
tentt** The young man, delighted, thanks him. Danton resumes: "Let me give you one 
piece of advice before you go: You have talent and will succeed. But get rid of one fouh-— 
you talk too mndi. You have been in Paris twenty-four hours, and already you have repeal 
«dly criticised the aflUr of September. I know thb; I have been informed of it** "But thai 
WM a massacre; how can one hdp calling it hoRibleT" " I did it,'* replies Danton. "The 
Puisians are all so many j— ^ f— ^. A river of blood had to flow between Uiem and the 
it m igfdi. You are too young to understand these matters. Return to die army; it is the 
only plaoe nowadays for a young man hkc you and of your rank. Yon have a future befoM 
you ; but mind this— keep your mouth shut t " 

* Hua, 167. Narrative by his guest, the physician Lambiy, an intimate friend of Danloi^ 
ajtra-fiinatical and member of a committee in which the question came up a^Mdier die nam 
Mivof the "Right" should likewise be pitt out of the way. "Danton had e u e tf c Uca |y 
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' ous as a dubUst, he has the clear-sightedness of the politician ; 
he is not the dupe of the sonorous phrases he utters, he knows 
the value of the rogues he employs ; ^ he has no illusions about . 
men or things, about other people or about himself; if he 
slays, it is with a full consciousness of what he is doing, of 
his party, of the situation, of the revolution, while the crude 
expressions which, in the tones of his bull's voice, he flings out ^ 
as he passes along, are but a vivid statement of the precise truth : 
" We are the rabble I We spring from the gutters ! " With the or- 
dinary feeling of humanity, <' we should soon get back into them. 
We can only rule through fear! ** • "The Parisians are so many 

; a river of blood must flow between them and the 

hnigris^^^ "The tocsin about to be rung is not a signal of 
alarm, but a charge on the enemies of the country. . . . 
What is necessary to overcome them? Boldness, boldness, 

'-^ways boldness!^ I have brought my mother here, seventy 
years of age; I have sent for my children, and they came last 
night. Before the Prussians enter Paris, I want my fkmily to die 
with me. Let twenty thousand torches be applied, and Paris 
instantly reduced to ashes I " * " We must maintam ourselves in 
Paris at all hazards. Republicans are in an extreme minority, 
and, for fighting, we can rely only on them. The rest of France ^ ) 
is devoted to royalty. The royalists must be terrified I " <^It v^ ^^JlC 

i tfak anguiiiary pcopond. *Eveiy b o dy knowa,' ho lakiy *tfaat I do not shgink frot 
1 aa wben neoetMry; but I disdain to ooounit a u a elew one.' " 

r-Tcraaux, IV. 437. Dantoo eyclafana, in relnlkin to the "eflenreioent'* eva- 
laentbyhimintothedepaitnHnt: "Ehl d— 4iit,do jousuppoMthatwowonld 
1 you yoong ladiet ? " 

• Philippe de S^gur, «Mterairea»''L la. Dantoo, In a oonvenatkn with Ut fiolier, a finr 
wueka amr die ad of Septeinbar. 

> See above^ nanathre of the Ung^ Looii Philppe. 

«Bochexet Rous, XVII. 347. The wocds of Dantoo In Ibe National AMoably, Sept a^ 
a littk befoce two oi'clodc, just aa the tociin and cannon gave die rignal of ahim agieed up 
Aiready on the 31st of August, Tallien, his fidthfnl ally, had told die National Aaaamblyt 
** We have anested the pikstsidio make io much trotible. They ara in ooofineaient In n 
eertain domici l e^ and in a few days the soil of liberty wiU be purged of their piesenoe. " 

•Meillan, *'M6moires," 325 (Ed. Bani^ et BerviOe). Speech by Fabie d'Egfantina wk 
the Jacobin Club, sent around among the affiliated duba. May x, 1793. 

* Robinet, ** Proote des Dantonistes,'' 39, 45 (words of Dantoo in the oommittoe on genonl 
defense).~Madame Roland, *' M6noiree," II. 3& On the ad of September GrandprC, 
etdered to report to the Minbter of the Interior on the state of the prisons, waits fcr Dantoo 
aa ha leaves the councfl and tdls him his fears. "Danton, irritated by the description, ex- 
oiairas in hb bellowiag way, suiting the word to the action. ' J-<— the prisoners! Let 
ttcmtakecaieofthemsdvesl' and he proceeded cm in^n angry mood. This took place in 
the second ante-room, in the presence of twenty persons."— Arnault, IL lox. About the 
liaM of the Sq>tember massacres " Danton, in the jwesence of one of my Mends, replied to 
soow ooe that urged him to use his authority in stopping the spilling of bloo4^: ' Isn't Jt.tioif 
far the people to take their vBvenget'" jOOQIc 
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he who, on the 28th of August, obtains from the Assembly the 
great domiciliary visit, by which the Commune fills the prisons. 
It is he who, on the 2d of September, to paralyse the resistance of 
honest people, causes the penalty of death to be decreed against 
whoever, "directly or indirectly shall, in any manner whatsoever, 
refuse to execute, or who shall interfere with the orders issued, 01 
with the measures of the executive power." It is he who, on 
that day, informs the journalist Prudhomme of the pretended 
prison plot, and who, the second day after, sends his secretary, 
Camille Desmoulins, to fidsify the report of the massacres.^ It 
is he who, on the 3d of September, at the office of the Minister 
of Justice, before the battalion officers and the heads of the 
service, before Lacroix, president of the Assembly, and Potion, 
mayor of Paris, before Claviires, Servan, Monge, Lebnm, and 
the entire Executive Council^ except Roland, reduces at one 
stroke the head men of the government to the position of pas- 
sive accomplices, replying to a man of feeling, who rises to stay 
the slaughter, ''Sit down — it was necessary 1"* It is he who, 
the same day, despatches the dicular, countersigned by him, by 
which the Committee of Supervision announces the massacre, 
and invites "their brethren of the departments" to follow the 
example of Paris.' It is he who, on the zoth of September, 
''not ^ Minister of Justice, but as Minister of the People," is to 
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■ProdhonuiM^ ''Crimes dekR^ToIution,'' IV. 9a Ontihe3dofSeptaiiba',atdiei 
ghren hf the tocdn and cannon, Pradhomme calls on Danton at his house fior i 
Danton rapeats the stofy which has been gotten op, and adds: ''The people^ idio a 
aroosed and know what to do^ want to administer justke themselves on the wortikless i 
now b prison." Camille DesmooUns enten. '*Look here," says Danton, *'Plnidhommel 
come to ask what is going to be done?" " Didn't you tell him diattiie innocent would not 
be con fo un d ed with the guilty T All those that are demanded by their sections wiD be givea 
up." On the 4th, Desmoulins calls at die ofiioe of the journal and says to the editofs: 
"Wen, everything has gone off in the most perfect Older. The people even set free a good 
many aristooats against whom there was no direct prooC . . I trust that jrou wiD state 
all this exacdy, because the youmtUdt9 RivcbUiont is die compass of public opinion." 

* Prudhomme^ " Crimes de la RAvolution," 193. According to the statements of Theophile 
Mandar, vice-president of a sectioo, witness and actor in die scene; he authorises Prud- 
homme to mention Us namc^Afierwards, in die neict room, Kfandar proposes to Potion 
and Robespierre to attend the Assembly the next day and protest against the massacre; 
If necessary, the Assembly may appoint a director for one day. *' Take care not to do tliat," 
replied Robespierre ; " Brissot would be the dictator."— P£don says nothbg. " The minis> 
ters were all agreed to let the massacres continue." 

* Madame Roland, II. 37.—'* Angers et le deportment de Maine^^t-Lolre de 1767 ik 1830^** 
by Blo r dB cr Langlois. Appended to the circular was a printed address bearing die title ol 
ComU mdu mu peupli ammeram^ ** countersigned by the Minister of Justice and with tlM 
Minismi^s seal on the package," and addressed to the facobin Qubsof the departUMats, that 
iMy, toob snight preach massacre 



Digitized 



by Google 



. IX. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 215 

congratulate and thank the slaughterers of Versailles^ — ^Aftei 
the loth of August, through BiUaud-Varennes, his former secrc 
taiy, Fabre d'£glantine, his secretary as Keeper of the Seals 
Tallieny secretary of the Commune, and his most trusty hench- 
man, he is present at all deliberations in the Hdtel-de-ville, and, 
at the last hour, is careful to put on the Committee of Super- 
rision one of his own men, the head derk, Desforges.^Not 'T^ 
only was the mowing-machine constructed under his own eye, 
and with his assent, but, again, at the moment of starting it, he 
holds the handle, so as to guide the blade, m •^ 
^ It is well that he does ; if he did not sometimes put on the 
brake, it would go to pieces through its own action. Introduced 
into the Committee as professor of political blood-letting, Marat, 
stubbornly following out a fixed idea, cuts down deep, much be- 
low the designated line; warrants of arrest were already out 
against thirty deputies, Brissot's papers were rummaged, Roland's 
house was surrounded, while Duport, seized in a neighboring de- 
partment, is brought to the shambles. The latter is saved with 
the utmost difficulty ; many a blow is necessary before he can be 
wrested firom the maniac who had seized him. With a surgeon 
like Marat, and apprentices like the four or five hundred leaders 
of the Commune and of the sections, it is not essential to guide 
the knife, for a large amputation is certain beforehand. Their 
names alone tell the story, — ^in the Commune, Manuel, t^e 
syn<9c-attomey ; Hubert and Billaud-Varennes, his two depu- 
tie^' Huguenin, Lhuillier, Marie Ch^nier, Audouin, Leonard 
Bourdon, Boula and Truchon, presidents in succession ; in the 
Commune and the sections, Panis, Sergent, Tallien, Rossignol, 
Chaumette, Fabre d'Eglantine, Pache, Hassenfratz, the cobbler 
Simon, and the printer Momoro ; in the National Guard, San- 
terre, commanding-general, Henriot, brigadier-general, and, un- 
der them, the herd of demagogues belonging to the district, the 
supernumeraries of Danton, Hubert, or Robespierre, and who 
are afterwards guillotined with their file-leaders, in brief, the 

I Ifortfaner-Tomaiac, IIL 398; 391. Warned by Alquier, president of the criminal court 
of yenalDea, of tlie danger to which the Orleans prisoners were ezposed* Danton replied : 
"Whatkdiattoyont That affidir does not concern you. Mind your own business, and do 
not meddle with things outride of itl" " But, M<»rieur, the law says that prisoners must 
be protected.*' " What do jrou care? Some among them are great criminals, and nobody 
icoows yet how the peojrfe wfll regard diem and how fiu- their indignadon will carrr them. ' 
Alquier wished to )>ursue the matter, but Danton turned his back on Urn. 
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flower of the future terrorists.^ — ^They are taking the first step in 
blood, each in the attitude and under impulses peculiar to him- 
self, Ch^nier denounced as a member of the Sainte-Chapelle 
club, and with the more exaggeration because he is suspected ; • 
Manuel, a poor little excitable fellow, dazed, dragged along, and 
afterwards shuddering at the sight of his own work ; Santerre, a 
fine circumspect figiu-e-head, who, on the 2d of September, under 
pretence of watching the baggage, climbs on the seat of a berlin 
standing on the street, where he remains a couple of hours, to 
get rid of doing his duty as commanding-general ; ' Panis, presi- 
dent of the Committee of Supervision, a good subordinate, his 
bom disciple and train-bearer, an admirer of Robespierre's, 
whom he proposes for the dictatorship, as well as of Marat, 
whom he extols as a prophet;* Henriot, H6bert, and Rossi- 
gnol, simple malefactors in uniform or in their scarfe; Collot 
d'Herbois, a stage poetaster, whose theatrical imagination de- 
lights in a combination of melodramatic horrgrs ; • Billaud-Va- 
rennes, a former oratorien^ bilious and sombre, as cool before a 
murder as an inquisitor at an auto dafi; finally, the wily Robes- 
pierre, pushing others without committing himself, never signing 
his name, giving no orders, haranguing a great deal, always 
advising, showing himself everywhere, getting ready to reign, 
and suddenly, at the last moment, pouncing like a cat on his 
prey, and trying to slaughter his rivals, the Girondists.' 

> Madame Roland, " Lettres autographes, etc," Sept 5, 1793. "We are here under tba 
knives of Marat and Robespierre. These fellows are striying to exdte the people and tun 
them against die National Assembly and the CoundL They have organised a Star Chamber 
and thpy have a small army under pay, aided by what diey found or stole in the palace and 
elsewhere, or by supplies purchased by DantMi, who is underhandedly the dueftsin erf" this 
bonle/'— Dusaulx, ** Mdmoires,** 441. *'On the following day (Sept 3) I went to see one 
of the personages of most influence at tbbepodi. * You know,' said I to him, 'whatisgofaig 
onf 'Very well; but keep qdfet; it will soon be over. A little more blood u still necea- 
Miy.' I saw othen who explained diemsdvea mudi more definitdy." — Mortimer-Temaux, 
n.445. 

* '* Pioc^verbaux de la Commune,'* Aug. 17.— Buches et Roux, XIL ao6. Account ol 
the llhe of Aug. 37 ; a denunciation against Ch^nier, "who is now called simply Ch6x»ier the 
chaplain. "—Weber, II. 974, 375. 

* Madame de StaSl, " Considdations stu: la Revolution Francalse," 3d part, ch. x. 

* Prudhomme, " Les R^vdutions de Paris " (number for Sept 3a). At one of die last 
sessions of the commune '* M. Panis spoke of Marat as of a prophet, another Kmeon Sty- 
fites. 'Marat,' said he, 'remained six weda sitting on one thigh in a dungeon.' " — ^Rar- 
baroux, 64. 

•Wd>er, II. 348. C^Uot dwells at length, "in cool-blooded gaiety," on the murder oi 
Madame de Lamballe and on the abominations to which her corpse was sut^jected. " He 
added, with a sigh of regret that if he had been consulted he would have had the head ol 
Madame de Lamballe served in a covered dish for the queen's supper." 

* On the part played by Robespierre and his presence oonstandy i4-4he fv««»|«m»T]^ ■«« 
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Up to this time, in slaughtering or having it done, it was 
always as insurrectionists in the street; now, it is in places of 
imprisonment, as magistrates and functionaries, according to the 
registers of a lock-up, after proofs of identity and on snap judg- 
ments, by paid executioners, in the name of public security, 
methodically, and in cool blood, almost with the same regularity 
as subsequently under "the revolutionary government." Sep- 
tember, indeed, is the beginning of it, the abridgment of it and 
the type ; they will not do otherwise or better in the best days 
of the guillotine. Only, as they are as yet poorly supplied with 
tools, they are obliged to use pikes instead of the guillotine, and, 
as diffidence is not yet entirely gone, the chiefe conceal themselves 
behind manoeuvrings. Nevertheless, we can track them, take 
them in the act, and we possess their autographs ; they planned^ 
commanded, and conducted the operation. ^KQn the 30th 
August, the Commune decided that the sections shouId'TTy'^ 
accused persons, and, on the 2d of September, five trusty sec- 
tions reply to it by resolving that the accused shall be murdered.^ I 
The same day, September 2, Marat takes his place on the Com- 
mittee of Supervision. The same day, September 2, Panis and 
Sergent sign the commissions of " their comrades," Maillard and 
associates, for the Abbaye, and "order them to judge," that is to 
say, kill the prisoners.' iThe same and the following days, at La 
Force, three members of the Commune, H6bert, Monneuse, and 
Rossignol, preside in tiun over the assassin court.' The same 
day, a commissary of the Committee of Supervision comes and 
demands a dozen men of the Sans-Culottes section to help 
massacre the priests of Saint Firmin.^ The same day, a com- 

Gianier de Cassagnac, II. 55. — Mordmer-Termiux, III. 305. Speech by Robespiene at the 
oonunune, Sept x. " No one dares luune the trahon. Wdl, I give dieir names for tha 
safety of the people: I denounce die Ubertiddt Briasot, the Girondist fiurtionists, die iascall> 
oommassbn of the Twenty-One in the National Assembly ; I denounce them for having sold 
France to Brunswick, and for having taken in advance the reward for their dastardly act" 
On the sd of September he repeats his denundadon, and consequendy on that day warrants 
■re isBued by the committee of supervision against thirty deputies and against Biissot and 
Robnd (Mortimer-Temaux, III. 9i6» 047). 

I *«Procis-veibaux de la Commune," Aug. 30.— Morthner-Temaux, III. vt^ (resoludoos of 
the aectioas Poissonnito and Luxembourg).— Granier de Caasagnac, II. Z04 (adhesion of the 
sections MauconseU, Louvre, and Qufatse-Vingt). 

* Granier de Cassagnac^ II. 156. 

■Ihloctimer-Ternaux, III. 265. — Granier de Cassagnac, XII. 409. (The odier five judgo 
were abo memben of the commune.) 

^ Granier de Cassajnac, II. 313. Register of the (General Assembly of the *an».athtlm 
wtaioot Sept a. M^noires sur les joum^es de Septembre," 151 (declaration of Joindea>> 
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missary of the Commune visits the difierent prisons during the 
slaughterings, and finds that ''things are going on well in all of 
them." * The same day, at five o'clock in the afternoon, Billaud- 
Varennes, deputy-attorney for the Commune, "in his well-known 
puce-colored coat and black perruque," walking over the corpses, 
says to the Abbaye butchers : " Fellow-citizens, you are immo- 
latmg your enemies, you are performing your duty!" That 
night he returns, highly commends them, and ratifies his promise 
of the wages "agreed upon"; on the following any at noon, he 
again returns, congratulates them more warmly, allows each one 
twenty francs, and urges them to keep on.^In the mean time, 
Santerre, summoned to the staff-office by Roland, hypocritically 
deplores his voluntary inability, and persists in not giving the 
orders, without which the National Guard cannot srir a step.* 
At the sections, the presidents, Ch^nier, Ce)rrat, Boula, MomorQ, 
CoUot d'Herbois, send away or fetch their victims under pikes. 
At the Commune, the council-general votes 12,000 fi-ancs, to be 
|taken fi-om the dead, to defi-ay the expenses of the operation.* 
In the Committee of Supervision, Marat sends off despatches to 
spread miuxier through the departments. — It is evident that the 
leaders and their subordinates are unanimous, each at his post 
and in the service he performs; through the spontaneous co- 
operation of the whole party, the commknd fix)m above meets 
the impulse fi'om below ; • both unite in a common murderous 
disposition, the work being done with the more precision in pro^ 

• " MteiobM sar les joarnte de Septembn^*' nuiBtive of Abb6 Sicaid, iii 

s Buchex et Roux, XVIII. 109, 178. ("La v6rit« tout entib«»" by yi€bbt^ Jr.)— Nmi» 
live of Abb6 Sicard, 133, 134. 

• Gnmier de CaaMgnac, IL 9a, 93.— C^ die preaence and complicity of Santane /ML, 

^Mortuner-Temaiix, III. 377 and 399 (Sept 3).— (Sranier de Cauagnar, IL 837. A com* 
naiaaBiy of the aectioD of the (^tra-Natioiu atatea in hia report that "the aectSoo antfaotiaed 
them to pay expenaea out of die aflhir. "—Declaration of Jourdan, zsx. — ^Lavaktte^ *' M6> 
moirea," L 91. The initiative of the commune is further proved by the ioUowing detail : 
"Towards five o'clock (Sqpt 3) dty officials on hotseback, carrying a flag, rode through the 
streeta crying: 'To arma! to anna!' They added: *The enemy b coming; you are aM 
lost; die dty w31 be burnt and given up to pillage. Have no fear of the traitoa and oob- 
qiiratoiB behind your backs. They are in the hands of the patriota, and before you leave At 
thmdtrhtHa ^naUomUjmsHct vriil/att <m tkem / "— Buchez et Roux, XXVIIL 105. Lel^ 
ter of Chevalier Soint-Dizier, member of the firMcomnuttee of supervision* Sept low *'Maiat, 
Duplain, Fr6roD, etc., generally do no more in their supervtsioo of diings than wreak private 
vengeance. . . Maiat states openly that 40,000 heads must still be knocked off to eaaora 
dte suoceaa of the Revolution." 

• Baches et Roux, XVIII. 146. " Ma R^urrection," by Matboo de b Varenne. ^'Tbs 
evening before hal^intoxicated women aaid publicly 00 the Feuillants taraoe: ' Tp-aMifwv 
b tiw day when thak scab win be Inroed ias&de out in the priaona ** ^ . 
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portion to its being easily done. — ^Jailers have received orders lo 
open the prison doors, and give themselves no conccrn^Through 
an excess of precaution, the knives and forks of the prisoners 
have been taken away from them.^ One by one, on their names 
being called, they will march out like oxen in a slaughter-house, 
while about twenty butchers to each prison, fix>m to two to three 
hundred in all,* will suffice to do the work. T\ 

V. 

Two classes of men furnish recruits, and here we have to admire 
the effect of the revolutionary creed on crude intellects. — First, 
there are the Federates of the South, lusty fellows, former soldiers 
or old bandits, deserters, bohemians, and bullies of all lands and 
from every source, who, after finishing their work at Marseilles 
and Avignon, have come to Paris to begin over again. " Triple 
nom de DieuT^ exclaims one of them, "I didn't come a hun- 
dred and eighty leagues to stop with a hundred and eighty heads 
on the end of my pike 1 " ^ Accordingly, thev form in themselves 
a special, permanent, resident body, allowing no one to divert 
them from their adopted occupation. " They turn a deaf ear to 
the excitements of spurious patriotism";^ they are not going to 
be sent off to the frontier. Tlieir post is at the capital ; they have 
sworn " to defend liberty " ; neither before nor after September 
could they be got out of it. When, at last, after having drawn 
on every treasury for their pay, and under every pretext, they 
consent to leave Paris, it is only that they may return to Mar- 
seilles; their operations are limited to the interior, and to polit- 
ical adversaries. But their zeal in this durection is only the 
greater; it is their band which, first of all, takes the twenty-four 
priests fix)m the mayoralty, and, on the way, begins the massacre 

I " Mteioires tur les J o mu^f de Septembre. Mon agonie," by JoumUc de Saint>M<anL 
— Maiiame de la FauMO-Landry, 7a. The 99^1 of August she obtaiiied prnnmion to Jofai 
her unde in prisoo: "M. Sergent and others told me that I was acting imprudently; daat 
tkt prhont tmrt not taft** 

*GrankrdeCassagnae,~II. 07. Aoconfing to Roch Marcandier their number '* did not 
«coeed 30a*' According to Louvet there were *' aoo^ and perhaps not that number." Ac- 
cording to Briasoc, the massacres were committed by about "a hundred unknown brigands.** 
—Potion, at La Fone (fiM£, 75), on September 6» finds about a dozen executionen. Ao* 
cording to Madamr Roland (II. 35)» *'there were not fifteen at the Abbaye." Lavalette tht 
int day finds only about fifty at die La Force prison. 

■Mathoo de hi Varenne, ibid,^ 137. 

« Buches et Roux, XVII. 183 (session of the Jacobin Oub. Aug. 37), speech by a fiidwM 
fcoM Tank— MoniflMr-Temaux, III. 136. ^ t 
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with their own hands.^ — After these come the infuriates of the 
Paris commonalty, many of them clerks or shopmen, most of 
them artisans, and others belonging to every trade, locksmiths, 
masons, butchers, cartmen, tailors, shoemakers, waggoners, es- 
pecially boat-loaders, dock-hands, and market-porters, and, above 
all, journeymen and apprentices of all kinds, in short, men 
accustomed to hand-labor, and who occupy the lowest grade in 
the scale of professions.' Among these we find beasts of prey, 
murderers by instinct, or simple robbers.' Others who, like one 
of the disciples of Abb6 Sicard, whom he loves and venerates, 
confess that they never stirred except under constraint.* Others 
are simple machines, who let themselves be driven ; for instance, 
a comer " commissionaire," a good sort of man, but who, dragged 
along, plied with liquor, and then made crazy, kills twenty priests 
for his share, and dies at the end of the month, still drinking, 
unable to sleep, frothing at the mouth and trembling in every 
limb.' Others, finally, who, coming with good intentions, are 
seized with vertigo in contact with the bloody whiri, and, through 
a sudden stroke of revolutionary grace, are converted to the 
rdigion of slaughter ; a certain Grapin, deputed by his section 
to save two prisoners, seats himself alongside of Maillaid, joins 
him in his decisions during sixty-three hours, and demands a 
certificate fix>m him.* The majority, however, ^tertain the same 
opinions as the cook, who, after taking the Bastille, finding him* 

1 Skaid, 8a— Mihte, xS;.— Weber, II. e79.-C£, in Jooimw: de Sant-Mted, kb tmnm* 
Mtkn with a ProrenfaL— lUcif de la Bretonne^ "Let Nuits de Pans," 375. ''About % 
o'dodc in the monung (Sqit 3) I heard > troop of cannihah pawing under My wiado^;t«ca> 
of whom appeared to have the Parisian accent; they were all foreign." 

s Granier de Caiaagnar, II. 164, soa. — ^Mortimer-Temaux, II L 530. — MaiDaid's aaaeHon 
at the Abbaye were a watchmaker Knag in the Rue Childebert, a finit-deakr b die Rna 
Mararine, a keeper of a public house in the Rue du Four^aint.Gennain, a jo muej f iaa n hat- 
ter in die Rue Sainte-ltfarguerite, and two odiers wboee occupation is not mentioned Oa 
the oamposition of the tribunal at La Focoe^ C£ Joumiae de Saint>M<ard, xao^ and Weber, 
II. 36x. 

* Granier de Caasagnac, II. 507 (on Damiens), 5x3 (on LV mpti wi r ).— Mefllan, 388 (oa 
Lafocet and his wife» old-ctothes dealeis on the (^uai du Louvre^ idio on the 31st of May 
piepare for a aecood blow, and cakiilate dtls time on having for their share the r"*r"g of 
fifty houeea). 

^Siottd, 98. 

*DeFeiii&res(Bd. BervilleetBazxi^), IIL 486.— R^tifdekBretoone^38x. Attheena 
of the Rue dee BaUeu a prisoner had just been killed, while the next one slqiped througli the 
faffing and escaped. ** A man not hrkwiging to die butchera, but one of diose dHmghtlesa 
machines of uddch there are so many, interposed his pike and stom)ed him. . . The povr 
fbUow was arrested by his pursuers and nussacred. The pikemanoooOysaTdtow: 'itUir* 
know they wamed to kin him.'" 



• Qmaim de Cassagnac, IL 5x1. 
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self on the spot and having cut off M. de Launay's head, regards 
it as a ^^ patriotic" action, and deems himself worthy of a '< meda] 
for having destroyed a monster." These people are not com- 
mon male&ctors, but well-disposed persons living in the vicinity, 
who, seeing a public service established in their neighborhood,* 
issue fix>m their domiciles to give it a lift ; their dose of probity 
is about the same as we find nowadays among people of the 
tame condition in life. v 

^ Ai the outset, especially, no one dreams of filling his pockets. 
At the Abbaye, they come honorably and place on the table in 
the room of the civil committee the purses and jewels of the 
dead.' If they appropriate anything to themselves, it is shoes 
to cover their naked feet, and then only after asking permission. 
As to pay, all rough work deserves it, and, moreover, between 
them and their enticers, their compensation is understood. With 
nothing but their own hands to rely on, they cannot give their 
time gratis,' and, as the work is hard, it ought to t:ount for two 
da)rs. They require six firancs a day, besides their meals and 
wine as much as they want One keeper of a cook-shop alone 
furnished the men at the Abbaye with 346 pints : * with uninter- 
rupted work that lasts aU day and all night, and which is like 
that of sewer-cleaners and miners, nothing else will keep their 
spirits uiSt-Food and wages must be paid for by the nation^ 
the work^is done for the nation, and, naturally, on interposing 
formalities, they get out of temper and betake themselves to 
Roland, to the city treasurer, to the section committees, to the 
Committee of Supervision,* murmuring, threatening, and show- 

* The judges and slaughterers at the Abbaye, discovered in die trial of the year IV., almoat 
all Eved in the neighboihood, in the rues Dauphine, de Nevers, Gute^gaud, de Bussy, Chil- 
debert, Tanume, de I'Egote, du Vieux Colombier, de TEchaud^Saint-Benott, du Four-Saint- 
Gennam, etc. 

*Sicard, 86, 87, lox.-— Jourdan, 123. '*The president of the committee of supervision 
fei^ied to m^ Aat these were very honest persons ; that on the previous evening or the eve- 
nbg bclbre that, one of them, in a shirt and *aboU^ presented himself before their /vwntnttf^ 
•11 covered with blood, bringing with him in his hat twenty-five louts in gold, which he had 
found on the penon of a man he had killed. "—Another instance of probity may be found is 
the "Proc A sfc ifa a ux du coi*ei!-g6n6raI de la Commune de VenaiUes," 367, 37i.^On the 
following day, SqM. 3, robberies commence and go on increasing. 

■ MAi6e, 179. ** < Would you believe that I have earned only twenty-four firancs ? ' said • 
bakei'i boy anned with a dub. ' I killed more than forty for my share.' " 

« Gianier de Cassagnac, II/i53.~Cf /M/., aoa-aog, details on die meals of the workmen 
and on the more delicate repast of Maillard and his assistants. 

• Movtimer-Temaux, III. 175-176.— Granierde Cissagnac, II. 84.— Jourdan, aaa.— MA6e, 
179. "At midnight they came back swearing, cursing, and foaming with rage, threatening 
Iftom the throats of tl» oommitteo in a body if they were not instantly pakL" 
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ing their bloody pikes. That is the evidence of having done 
their work well. They boast of it to Potion, impress upon him 
how "just and attentive" they were,' their discernment, the time 
given to the work, so many days and so many hours ; they ask 
only for what is " due to them " ; when the treasurer, on paying 
them, demands their names, they give them without the slightest 
hesitation. Those who escort a prisoner let off, masons, hair- 
dressers, federates, require no recompense but "something to 
drink" ; " we do not carry on this business for money," they say ; 
" here is your friend ; he promised us a glass of brandy, which 
we will take and then go back to our work." ' — Outside of their 
business they possess the expansive sympathy and ready sensi- 
bility of the Parisian workman. At the Abbaye, a federate,' 
on learning that the prisoners had been kept without water 
for twenty-six hours, wanted to "exterminate" the turnkey for 
his negligence, and would have done it if "the prisoners them- 
selves had not pleaded for him." On the acquittal of a prisonei; 
the guards and the butchers, everybody, embraces him with 
transports; Weber is greeted again and again for more than a 
hundred yards; they cheer to excess. Each wants to escort the 
prisoner; the cab of Mathon de la Varenne is invaded; "they 
perch themselves on the driver's seat, at the doors, on top, and 
behind." * — Some of them display extraordinary phfises of feel- 
ing Two of the butchers, sdll covered with blood, who 
lead the chevalier de Bertrand home, insist on going up stairs 
with him to witness the joy of his family; after their terrible task 
they need the relaxation of tender emotion. On entering, they 
wait discreetly in the drawing-room until the ladies are prepared 
for the meeting; the happiness of which they are witnesses melts 
them ; they remain some time, refuse money tendered to them 
and leave, with many acknowledgments.' — Still more extraordi- 

> Mortimer-Tcnuuix, IIL 3aa Speech by P^don on die duogw prafented agalost R6bc»- 



* Mathoa de k Varemie, 156.— Joimiec de Sdnl-Mted, 199.— Mooce^ 167. 

■ joumiK de Seiiit-Mted, 115. 

« Wdmv IL 065.— Jouniac de Soint-M^aid, 199.— MadKm de k Vmcmn^ 15s. 

'Mooter 167.— C£ Malouet, II. 94a Malouet, on the eveninf of Sept i, was et Us 
rirtei ii uk w ' e; therek a domidlkry visit at midnisht; she fidnts on hearing the patrol mount 
the staia. "I begged them not to enter the drawing-room, so as not to dbtnrb the poor 8uf< 
fenr. The sight of a woman in a swoon and pleaabg in appearance aflected them, and thejr 
at onoe wfahdrew, karbg me alone with hsr/'^Beaulieu, " Essais," L xo6. {Aprvpot of two 
ef the Abbaye batchcn he meets fai the house of Joumiac de Saint-M^aid, and who cha*. 
frith Urn Id givbg Um a saf»«oiKlaGt) "What struck me was to delect generout ■mi 
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nary are the vestiges of innate politeness. A market-portei^ 
desirous of embracing a discharged prisoner, first asks his per- 
mission. Old "hags," who had just clapped their hands at the 
slaughterings, stop the guards "violently" as they hurry Weber 
along, in white silk stockings, across pools of blood : " Heigh, 
guard, look out, you are making Monsieur walk in the gutter ! " ' 
^ '"'In short, they display the permanent qualities of their race and 
class; they seem to be neither above nor below the average of 
1 their brethren. Most of them, probably, would never have done 
^^\ , anything very monstrous had a rigid police, like that which 
maintains order in ordinary times, kept them in their shops or at 
home in theu: lodgings or in their tap-rooms. 

But, in their own eyes, they are so many kings; "sovereignty 
is committed to their hands,"' their powers are imlimited; who- 
ever doubts this is a traitor, and is properly punished ; he must 
be put out of the way ; while, for royal councillors, they take 
maniacs and knaves, who, through monomania or calculation, 
preach that doctrine, just the same as a negro king surrounded 
by white slave-dealers, who urge him into raids, and by black 
sorcerers, who prompt him to massacre. How could such a man 
with such guides, and in such an office, be retarded by the for- 
. malities of justice, or by the distinctions of equity ? Equity and 
^justice are the elaborate products of civilisation, while he is 
^merely a political savage. In vain are the innocent recom- 
"^ mended to his mercy! "Look here, citizen,' do you, too, want 
to set lis to sleep? Suppose that those cursed Prussian and 
Austrian beggars were in Paris, would they pick out the guilty ? 
Wouldn't they strike right and left, the same as the Swiss did on 
the loth of August ? Very well, I can't make speeches, but I 
don't set anybody to sleep. I say, I am the father of a family — 
I have a wife and five children that I mean to leave here for the 
section to look after, while I go and fight the enemy. But I 
. have no idea that while I am gone these villains here in prison, 

ments through thdr fefodty* those of men detennined to protect any one whose cause they 
adopted." 

lWd)er,IL 964,348. 

*Sicard, lox. BiDaud-Varennes, addressmg the slaughteren.— /3»£, 75. "Greatet 
power," replied a member of the committee of supervision, '* what are you thinking of? To 
gire you greater power would be limiting those you have already. Have you forgotten that 
you are soverdgns T that the sovereignty of the pec^le is confided to you, and that you ar^ 
BOW in full exercise <rf it?" 
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and other villains who would come and let them out, should cut 
the throats of my wife and children. I have three bo)rs who I 
hope will some day be more useful to their coimtry than those 
rascals you want to save. Anyhow, all that can be done is to 
let 'em out and give them arms, and we will fight *em on an 
equal footing. Whether I die here or on the frontiers, scoun- 
drels would kill me all the same, and I will sell my life dearly. 
But, whether it is done by me or by some one else, the prison 
shall be cleaned out of those cursed beggars, there, now ! " At 
this a general cry is heard : " He's right ! No mercy ! Let us 
go inl" All that the crowd assent to is an improvised tribunal, 
the reading of the jailer's register, and prompt judgment ; con- 
demnation and slaughter mu^ follow, according to the famous 
Commune, which simplifies things. — ^There is another simplifica- 
tion stiH more formidable, which is the condemnation and 
slaughter by categories. Any title sufilces, Swiss, priest, officer, 
or servant of the King, " the moths of the dvil list " ; wherever 
a lot of priests or Swiss are found, it is not worth wlule to have 
a trial, as they can be killed in a heap. — Reduced to this, the 
operation is adapted to the operators; the anns of the new 
sovereign are as strong as his mind is weak, and, through an 
inevitable adaptation, he degrades his work to the level of his 
faculties. 

His work, in its turn, degrades and perverts him. No man, 
and especially a man of the people rendered pacific by an old 

' civilisation, can, with impunity, become at one stroke both sover- 
eign and executioner. In vain does he work himself up against 

, the condemned and heap insult on them to augment his fiiry ; ^ 
he is dimly conscious of committing a great crime, and his soiil, 
like that of Macbeth, " is fiill of scorpions." Through a terrible 
self-^irinking, he hardens himself against the inborn, hereditary 
impulses of humanity ; these resist while he becomes exasper- 
ated, and, to stifle them, there is no other way but to ^' sup on 
horrors," * by adding murder to murder. For murder, especially 
as he practices it, that is to say, with a rtaked sword on defence- 
less people, introduces into his animal and moral machine two 
extraordinary and disproportionate emotions which unsettle it ^ 

> Sicaid, 8x. At the begiimmg the MandUes men themsdves were arene to ttrildiig tfM 
dkanned, and excUmed to the crowd : " Uera^ take our swordi and pflcea and UD ths 
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on the one hand, a sensation of omnipotence exercised uncon- 
trolled, unimpeded, without danger, on human life, on throbbing 
flesh,^ and, on the other hand, an interest in bloody and diversi- 
fied death, accompanied with an ever new series of contortions 
and exclamations;* formerly, in the Roman circus, one could 
not tear one's self away from it; the spectacle once seen, the 
spectator always returned to see it again. Just at this time each 
prison court is a circus, and rwtmt makes it worse is that the \ \ 
spectators are likewise actors.-^Thus, for them, two fiery liqui ds \ L 
mingle together in one draught^'o moral intoxication is added i \ 
I physical intoxication, wine in profusion, bumpers at every pause, 
\ revelry over corpses; and we^see rising out of this unnatural 
'; creature the demon of Dante, at once brutal and refined, not 
/ merely a destroyer, but, again, an executioner, contriver and 
calculator of suffering, and radiant and joyous over the evil it 
accomplishes. 

They are joyous. They dance around each new corpse, and 
sing the carmagnole; ' they arouse the people of the quarter "to 
amuse them," and that they may have their share of " the fine 
ffite."* Benches are arranged for "gentlemen" and others for 
"ladies " : the latter, with greater cmiosity, are additionally anx- 
ious to contemplate at their ease " the aristocrats " already slain ; 
consequently, lights are required, and one is placed on the breast 
of each corpse. 

Meanwhile, slaughter continues, and is carried to perfection. 
A butcher at the Abbaye * complains that "the aristocrats die too 
quick, and that those only who strike first have the pleasure of 
it"; henceforth they are to be struck with the backs of the 
swords only, and made to run between two rows of their butch- 



t Obterrs diiUren dioinifaiK a doc or Uninc a «Mke. Tenadtyof fifeinitatoodiaii, atil 
k wcfo a r^elfioa against their deqwdna, die cfiect of whidi it to rHMier thorn only d^ 
vioknt agalnat their victim. 

sone may recall to mind the efiect of bnO-figfati, also die imrfitible fcirination wfaidi St 
Angiiecin experienced on first hearing the death-cry of a gladiator in tlie smphitheatro. 

> Moitimer-Teniaux, III. 131. Trial of the September actors; die judge's summing npi 
"The third and forty-sizth witnesses stated that they saw Monnenie (member of die ooas> 
aume) go to and come fitmi La Force, express his d^ght at those sad events tliat had ju<t 
occurred, acting very immotally in relation thereto, adding that there was violin playing ia 
his presence, and that his colleague danced.**— Sicard, 88. 

*Sicard, 91, 87. So called by a wine-dealer, who warns the custom of the mardaran.— • 
r da ^*— *C"*^, IL 19 7 a oo. The original biUs for wine, stiaw, and Hgltti apt pt» 
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J ers, like soldiers formerly running a gauntlet. If there happens 
to be a person well-known, it is agreed to take more care in pro- 
; longing the torment^j^Rt I^ Force, the Federates who come for 
* M. de Rulhi^es swear "with frightful imprecations that they will 
cut ofif the first man's head who gives him a thrust with a pike"; 
the first thing is to strip him naked^ and then» for half an hour, 
with the flat of their sabres, they cut and slash him until he drips 
with blood and is "skinned to his entrails." — ^All the unfettered 
instincts that live in the lowest depths of the heart start from the 
human abyss at once, not alone the heinous instincts with their 
fangs,^ but likewise the foulest with their slaver, both becoming 
more fiirious against women whose noble or infamous repute 
makes them conspicuous ; on Madame de Lamballe, the Queen's 
fiiend; on Madame Desrues, widow of the famous poisoner; on 
the flower-girl of the Palais-Royal, who, two years before, had 
mutilated her lover, a French guardsman, in a fit of jealousy. 
Ferocity here is associated with lubricity to add profanation to 
tortmre, while life is attacked through outrages on modesty. In 
Madame de Lamballe, killed too quickly, the libidinous butchers 
could outrage only a coipse, but for the widow,* and especially 
the flower-giri, they revive, like so many Neros, the fire-drde of 
the Iroquois.^ From the Iroquois to the cannjtwl, the interval 
is narrow, and some of them spring across iti^l^t the Abbaye, 
an old soldier named Damiens, buries his sabre in the side of 
the adjutant-general Laleu, thrusts his hand into the opening, 
tears out the heart "and puts it to his mouth as if to eat it"; 
"the blood," says an eye-witness, "trickled from his mouth and 
formed a sort of moustache for him."^ At La Force, Madame 
de Lamballe is cut to pieces. I cannot transcribe what Chariot, 
. the hair-dresser, did with her head. I merely state that another 

iMatlumdelaV«reniie^x54. AiiHdiortlienbiiil»Midtobim(li«thoiikaaftdvoctle|: 
** AB iight» Moodetir Fbfr^dn ; I ahaU treat myidr to a gbn of yoor blood ! ** 

•lUdfdelaBretoniie, "LeBNiiitsdePkzii,'*9diiii8HP-388. ** She screamed bonit^, 
wfaibt the brigands amused themselves whh tfaefa- dbgiacefiil ads. Her bodj eraa ate 
death was not exempt These people had heard that she bad been beatitifuL*' 

•Prudhomme, "LesR<voIittionsdePaxIs,*'nmnberfi)rSept 8, X799. "The people sab. 
lected the flower-ghi of the Pabds-Royal to the kw of retaliation.''— Grankr de ^^'Tftr, 
IL 399. Aoooiding to the buQetin of the revolutiooanr tiibimal, number for Sepc 3.— Bfoiw 
tfaner-Temaox, IIL 091. Depootion of the conderge of the Condergerie.— Buches et Roo3^ 
XVII. X98. '* Histoire des hommes de prote,** by Rodi Marcandier. 

« Mortimer.Tcmaiuc, III. 957. Trial of the September murderera; dcposMon of Bowssel 
/AM. 6aB. 
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wretch, in the Rue Saint-Antoine, bore off her heart and 
"ate it" > 

They kill and they drink, and drink and kill again. Weari- 
ness comes and stupor begins. One of them, a wheelwright's 
apprentice, has despatched sixteen for his share; another "has 
labored so hard at this merchandise as to leave the blade of his 
sabre sticking in it " ; "I was more tired," says a Federate, " with 
two hours pulling limbs to pieces, right and left, than any mason 
any two days plastering a wall." • The first excitement is gone, 
and now they strike automatically.' Some of them fall asleep 
stretched out on benches. Others, huddled together, sleep off 
the fiimes of their wine, removed on one side. The exhalation 
firom the carnage is so strong that the president of the civil com- 
mittee faints in his chair,* while the odor of the drinking-bout is 
equal to that of the charnel-house. A heavy, dull state of tor- 
por gradually overcomes their clouded brains, the last glimmer- 
ings of reason dying out one by one, like the smoky lights on 
the already cold breasts of the corpses lying around them 
Through the stupor spreading over the faces of butchers and 
cannibals, we see appearing that of the idiot. It is the revolu- 
tionary idiot, in which all conceptions, save two, have vanished, 
two fixed, rudimentary, and mechanical ideas, one destruction 
and the other that of public safety. With no others in his empty 
head, these blend together through an inesistible attraction, and 
the effect proceeding firom their contact may be imagined- /Pf Is 
there anjrthing else to do ? " asks one of these butchers^ in me 
deserted court " If that is all," reply a couple of women at Ac 
gate, ^^you must start something mare^^ " and, naturally, this is 
done.^ 

I 1^ As the prisons are to be deaned out, it is as well to dean them 
all out, and do it at once. After the Swiss, priests, the aristo- 

1 DepotitkMi of die woman Minet, HUL^ 63.— Weber, II. 350.— Rocli Marcandier, 197, 198. 
-Riiif de k Bretoone, 381. 

•Bfathoo de k Varenne, 1501— Gxanier de Casiagnac, 5x5, 508. Trial of the September 
mwdeicra, cMes of Sabts-Foye, I>eb&die.~/M£, 507, 5x3 (cases of Corlet, Crnpier, Ledooxi. 

•Ontfakmediankal and murderous action C£Du8aiilx,**M£moires,'' 44a HeaddrssMi 
the byttanden in &vor of the prisonen, and, afiected by his words, they hold out their handa 
10 him. <« But beibiethk die esecutionefs had stnidc me on the cheeks with the points of 
Iheir pikes, from which hnng pieces of flesh. Othen wanted to cot oC my head, which 
wookl hare been 4one if two gendarmes had not kept them back." 

^ Jonrdan, ai^* 

•IMhi.^179^ 
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crats, and the "white-skin gentlemen," there remain convicts 
and those confined through the ordinary channels of justicey 
robbers, assassins, and those sentenced to the galleys in the 
Conciergerie, in the ChAtelet, and in the Tour St. Bernard, with 
branded women, vagabonds, old beggars, and boys confined in 
Bic^tre and the Salp6tri^e. They are good for nothing, cost 
something to feed,' and, probably, cherish evil designs. At the 
Salp^tri^re, for example, the wife of Desrues, the poisoner, is, 
assuredly, like himself, "cunning, wicked, and capable of any- 
thing" ; she must be furious at being in prison ; if she could, she 
would set fire to Paris ; she must have said so ; she did say it *— 
one more sweep of the broom. — ^This time, as the job is more 
foul, the broom is wielded by fouler hands ; among those who 
seize the handle are the firequenters of jails. The butchers at the 
Abbaye, especially towards the close, had already committed 
thefts ; ^ here, at the ChAtelet and the Conciergerie, they carry 
away "ever}'thing which seems to them suitable," even to the 
clothes of the dead, prison sheets and coverlids, even the small 
savings of the jailers, and, besides this, they enlist their cronies 
in the service. " Out of 36 prisoners set firee, many were assas- 
sins and robbers, associated with them by the butchers. There 
were also 75 women, confined in part for larceny, who promised 
to faithfully serve their liberators." Later on, indeed, tiiese are 
to become, at the Jacobin and Cordeliers clubs, the tricoteuses 
who fill their tribunes.^At the Salp^tri^e, " all the bullies of 
Paris, former spies, . . . libertines, the rascals of France 
and all Europe, prepare beforehand for the operation," and rape 
alternates with massacre.'-^Thus far, at least, slaughter has been 
seasoned with robbery, and the grossness of eating and drink 
ing; at Bic£tre, however, it is crude butchery, the carnivorous 
instinct alone satisfying itsel£ Among other prisoners are 43 
youths of the lowest class, from 17 to 19 years of age, placed 

I Moctiroap-TeniMuc, IIL 558. Th« tame ides is found among the fedeates and Pariiiant 
cj owpwi i i g the company of the Egalit^ which brought the Oiieam prisoners to Venaillea 
■ad then murderad them. They explain tfieir condua by saying that they ** hoped to put 
an end to the excescive expenditure to which the French empire was tutgect through dM 
prolonged detention of conspirators." 

*IUtif de b Bretonne, 388. 

•M«Me,t77. 

« Pmdhomme, <' Les CriaMS de la Revolution," IIL 179. 

•RaifdttlaBretonne,388. There were two sotu of women aft the Sa]pteitet» those wh« 
WM« bnmded and yoong ^tls brought up in the prison. Henoa tba two a 
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there for correcdon by thdr parents, or by those to whom they 
are bound ;^ one need only look at them to see that they are 
genuine Parisian scamps, the apprentices of vice and misery, the 
future recruits for the reigning band, and these the band falls on, 
beating them to death with dubs. At this age life is tenacious, 
and, no life being harder to take, it requires extra efforts to 
despatch them. ''In that comer," said a jailer, ''they made a 
mountain of their bodies. The next day, when they were to be 
buried, the sight was enough to break one's heart. One of them 
looked as if he were sleeping like one of God's angels, but the 
rest were horribly mutilated." * — E[ere, man has sunk bdow him- 
self down into the lowest strata of the animal kingdom, lower 
tlian the wol^ for wolves do not strangle their young. 

VL 

There are six days and five nights of uninterrupted butchery,* 
171 murders at the Abbaye, 169 at La Force, 223 at the Chfttdet, 
328 at the Condergerie, 73 at the Tour-Saint-Bemard, 120 at 
the Carmelites, 79 at Saint Firmin, 170 at 6ic6tre, 35 at the Sal- 
p^tri^e; among the dead, 250 priests, 3 bishops or archbishops, 
generals officers, magistrates, one former minister, one royal \ 

princess, bdonging to the best names in France, and, on the i ) 1 
other side, one negro, several low class women, young scape- \ 
graces, convicts, and poor old men. What man now, little_Qt— ^'"' 
big, does not feel himself under the knife I^^And all tEe^ore 
because the band has grown larger, f oumier, Lazowski, and 
B6card, the chiefs of robbers and assassins, return fix>m Orleans 
/ with fifteen hundred cut-throats.' Ovl the way they kill M. de 
Brissac, M. de Lessart, and 42 others accused of Use-nation^ 
whom they wrested firom their judges hands, and then, by way 
of surplus, "following the example of Paris," twenty-one prisoners 
taken firom the Versailles prisons. At Paris the Minister of Jus- 

> Mortimer-Teniaux, III. 995. See list of names, ages, and Qcc up atio ns. 

*Bfttth£lemy Maurio^ "Histoire politiqae and aneododqae des prisons de la Seine^" 3*9. 

* Gianter de Cassagnac, II. 491. Official report of the oommissaiy of polkeAiaol]& Ao> 
covfing to the decla ra tion of the gate-keeper at La Force the ma ssacre was prolonged «p to 
the 7th of S^tember.— Mordmer-Temaux, III. 548. 

« Mortimer-Ternaux, III. 399, 593, 6oa<6o6.~" Procis-Yerbal des 8, 9, 10 Sep>ea ilB % 
asctndt des registres de la raunicipalit6 de VetBaines." (In the '* Mteoires sw lea Joomte 
de Septembre *% p. 358 and following pages.— Grankr de ^^— *giiTir, IL 483. Bonnet'a 
exploit at Orleans, pointed out to Foamier, Sept L FoarakrnpUaa: **!>— .^ laaaotto 
be ordered. When die heads of die cmsed beggan sra cot off the uW nqr oone <tf I " 
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tice thanks them, the Commune congratulates them, and the 
sections feast them and embrace them.' — Can anybody doubt 
that they were ready to begin again ? Can a step be taken in 
or out of Paris without being subject to their oppression or 
encountering their despotism ? On leaving the dty, sentinels of 
their species are posted at the barriers, while the section com- 
mittees on the inside are in permanent authority. Malouet, led 
before that of Roule,* sees before him a pandemonium of 
fanatics, at least a hundred individuals in the same room, the 
suspected, those denouncing them, co-laborers, attendants, a 
long, green table in the centre, covered with swords and daggers, 
with the committee around it, " twenty patriots with their shirt- 
sleeves rolled up, some holding pistols and others pens," signing 
warrants of arrest, "quarreling with and threatening each other, 
all talking at once, and shouting, Traitor 1 Conspirator I Off 
to prison with him ! Guillotine him 1 and behind these, a crowd 
of spectators, pell-mell, yelling, and gesticulating " like wild 
beasts pressed against each other in the same cage, showing 
their teeth and trying to spring at eacn other. " One of the 
most excited, brandishing his sabre in order to strike an antag- 
onist, stopped on seeing me, and exclaimed, 'There's Malouet ! ' 
The other, however, less occupied with me than with his enemy, 
took advantage of the opportunity, and with a blow of his club, 
knocked him down." Malouet is just saved, and that is all, such 
escapes in Paris being mere matters of chance. — If one remains 
in the dty, one is beset with funereal imagery ; — ^the hurrying step 
of squads of men in each street, leading the suspected to prison 
or before the committee; around each prison the crowds that 
have come "to see the disasters"; in the court of the Abbaye 
the cry of the auctioneer selling the clothes of the dead ; the 
rumbling of carts on the pavement bearing away 1,300 corpses; 
the songs of the women mounted aloft, beating time on the 

^ Rodi Maxcandier, axo. Speech by Losowsld to the tection of Finist&re, fiuibourg Saini- 
Maiceau. Lazowski had, in addition, wt free the awawin« of the mayor of Etaii^>es, and 
laid their manacles on the bureau table. 

• Malouet, IL 243 (Sept ^),-^Moniteur, XIII. 48 (session of Sept a;, 1798). We see ia 
tbeqMcchof Panis that analogotts scenes took place in the committee of supenrisMML ^Im> 
agine our situaticm. We were surrounded by dtisens irritated against the treachery of die 
We were told: * Here is an aristocrat who is going to fly ; you must stop him, ot 
si' Pistols were pointed at us and we fimnd ounehres ofaHged II 
I fiir our own safety M iir that «f the penons il 
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naked bodies.' fis there a man who, after one of these encount- 
ers, does not see himself in imagination before the green table 
of the section committee, after this, in prison with sabres ovei 
his head, and then in the cart in the midst of the bloody pile ? 

Coinage falters before a vision like this. All the journals ap- 
prove, palliate, or keep silent; nobody dares offer resistance 
Property as well as lives belong to whoever wants to take them. 
At the barriers, at the markets, on the boulevard of the Temple, 
thieves, decked with the tricolor ribbon, stop people as they pass 
along, seize whatever they carry, and, under the pretext that 
jewels should be deposited on the altars of Patriotism, take 
purses, watches, rings, and other articles, so rudely that women 
who are not quick enough, have the lobes of their ears torn m 
unhooking their earrings.* Others, installed in the cellars of the 
Tuileries, sell the nation's wine and oil for their own profit 
Others, again, given their liberty eight days before by the people, 
scent out a bigger job by finding their way into the Garde-meuble 
and stealing diamonds to the value of thirty millions.' 

Like a man struck on the head with a mallet, Paris, felled to 
the ground, lets things go; the authors of the massacre have 
fully attained their ends, ^e Action has fast hold of powCT^^ 
and will maintain its hol d^Jw either in the Legislative Assembly 
nor in the Convention will the aims of the Girondists be success- 
ful against its tenacious usurpation^It has proved by a striking 
example that it is capable of anything, and boasts of it^t is 
stiU armed, it stands there ever prepared and anonymous on its 
murderous basis, with its speedy modes of operation, its own 
group of fimatical agents and bravos, with Maillard and Four- 
nier, with its cannon and its pikes. v^All that does not live within 
it lives only through its fiivor fix>m day to day, through its good 
wilE^ Everybody knows that The Assembly no longer thinks 
of dislodging people who meet decrees of expulsion with massa- 

iGnmkrdeCflMCMR, IL t5fi.-Ptud]u»uiie, '<L«GriB«dtt klUroliiiioa,'' IIL 97^ 
— MocdmawTennuu^ IIL ^i.— Do Foni^ IIL 39i.~<The M cp w erfon quoted was w oordwl 
by Raif de la BretoniM.) 

^Momitmr, XIIL 688, 698 (nnmboB fir Sept 15 and 16). /M£, Latter of Robad, 701; 
of Pddon, 7XX.— Bochet el Rous, XVIII. 33, 34.— Pradhomne** journal oonteint an eagmvt- 
iag of this sulgect (Sept 14). — " An KngHshman admitted to the bar of the bouM den o unc as 
te the Natiooal AsMmbly a robbery committed in a houte oociipicd by hfan at Chaillot by 
two bailiffii and their satellites. Therobberyconsistedof twelve MtwtJr, five guineas, five thoii> 
Mnd pounds in WFig'****^ and several odier oljects." The courts before which ha appeared 
dkl not dare take up his case (Buchez et Roux, XVII. p. x, Sept x8). 

• Buches et Roux, XVII. 46X.— Pnidhomme, " Les RAvofartiaB de V^AC^tomium fm 
Sept as^ 179a. Digitized by VjOOglC 
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ere ; it is no longer a question of auditing their accounts, or of 
keeping them within the confines of the law. Their dictatorship 
is not to be disputed, and their purifications continue-^From 
^ four to five hundred new prisoners, arrested within eleven days, 
by order of the municipality, by the sections, and by this or that 
individual Jacobin, are crowded into cells still dripping with 
blood, and the report is spread that, on the 20th of September, 
the prisons will be emptied by a second massacre.^^Let the 
Convention, if it pleases, pompously install itself as sovereign, 
and grind out decrees — ^it makes no difference; regular or irregu- 
lar, the government still marches on in the hands of those who 
I hold the sword. O^^ Jacobins, through sudden terror, have 
I maintained their illegal authority; through a prolongation of 
( terror they are going to establish their legal authority^|t>A> forced 
sufiage is going to put them in office at the Hdtel-ae-ville, in 
the tribunals, in the National Guard, in the sections, and in the 
various administrations, while they have already elected to the 
Convention, Marat, Danton, Fabre d'Eglantine, Camille Des* 
moulins, Manuel, Billaud-Varennes, Panis, Sergent, Collot d'Her- 
bois, Robespierre, Legendre, Osselin, Fr^ron, David, Robert, 
Lavicourterie, in brie^ the instigators, conductors and accom- 
plices of the massacre.' Nothing that could force or falsify votes 
was overlooked In the first place the presence of die people is 
imposed on the electoral assembly, and, to this end, it is trans- 
ferred to the large hall of the Jacobin dub, under the pressure 
of the Jacobin galleries. As a second precaution, every oppo- 
nent is excluded fix>m voting, every constitutionalist, every 
former member of the monarchical dub, of the Feuillants, and 
of the Sainte-Chapelle dub, every signo* of the petition of the 
20,000, or of that of the 8,000, and, on the sections protesting 

ilfMrftor^XIII. 7xi(M«iooorSepti6). Utter «f Rohad to tin Natioi»] AMcmUf. 
•BiidieietIUmx,XVUL4a.-JrtfMrf(tair,Xm.73<(Miiii»ofScptX7). SpMciibyP^. 
tko: ''Yesterday there was some talk of acsiii Tisitiiif the pdioiii» and partionlari/ the 

•*'AiclihresNatkMiaIes,''IL58t0 76. Official reports ef the Fkiis dectond asseablj.— 
Robespierre b elected die twelldi (Sept. 5), then Danton and Collot d'Hwbois (Sept. Q 
dien ICanod and Billaud-Varennes (Sept 7), next C DesmouBns (Sept 8), Macat (Sept 9), 
«lc— Mortinier-Teniauz, IV. 35 (aa passed by the commune at the Instigstinn of Robes- 
pierre for the regulatkm of electoral opentdoiis). — Louvet, " M^moires." Lomret, in the 
dectond assembly asks to be heard oa the candidacy of Marat, but is unsocoossfuL '* On 
going out I was suirounded by those men wiih big clubs and sabres by whom the fittnm di^ 
tator was always attended, Robespierre's body-guard. I'hey threatened me and told om in 
idse tenns: 'Before long you shall have your turn.' This is ^ froidOM if Alt 
f In whidi one declared his vote under a dagger pointed at Idmi'' 
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against this, their protest is thrown out on the ground of its 
being the fruit of "an intrigue." Finally, at each ballotting, each 
elector's vote is called out, which ensures the right vote before- 
hand, the warnings he has received being very explicit On the 
2d of September, during the first meeting of the electoral body, 
held at the bishop's palace, the Marseilles troop, 500 yards 
off, came and took the twenty-four priests fix>m the mayoralty, 
and, on the way, hacked them to pieces on the Pont-Neuf. 
Throughout the evening and aU night the agents of Ihe munici- 
pality carried on their work at the Abbaye, at the Carmelites^ 
and at La Force, and, on the 3d of September, on the electoral 
assembly transferring itself to the Jacobin club, it passed over 
die Pont-au-Change between two rows of corpses, which the 
ilaughterexs had brought there from the ChAtd t and the Con- 
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CHAPTER X. 

Tbe dqiartments.— -The epidemk and oontag^cms chftracter of tht lefofai- 
tSuomof diMase.— -L Its essential princ^ is the Jaoobin dogma of the 
soveieigiity of the peoi^— -T^e new ri^ is officially proclaimed. — ^Public 
statement of the new r^^me.— Its ol]jeet» its opponents, its methods.— Its 
extension from Paris to the provinces. ^11. In several departments it estab- 
lishes itsdf in advance.— An instance of this in the Var.— III. Each Jacobin 
band a dictator in its own neic^borfaood. — Saint-Afriqne dnring the inter- 
regnnm.— IV. Ordinarypracticesof the Jacobin dictatorship.— The statioii- 
ary companies of the dnbs.— Their personneL — Their leaders. — V. The 
companies of traveling volunteers. — Quality of the recmits. — Election of 
officers. — Robberies and murders.— VL A tour of France in the cabinet of 
the Minister of the Interior.— From Carcassonne to Bordeaux.— Bordeaux 
lo Caen.— The north and the east — ChAlons-sur-Bfame to Lyons.— The 
Comtat and Provence.— The tone and the responses of the Jacobin admin- 
istration.— The programme of the party. 

In the departments, it is by hundreds that we enumerate days 
like the sotii of June, August lo, September 2. The body has 
its epidemic, its contagious diseases ; the mind has the same ; the 
revolutionary malady is one of them. It appears throughout the 
country at the same time ; each infected point infects others. In 
each city, in each borough, the dub is a centre of inflammation 
which disorganises the sound parts ; and the example of each 
disorganised centre spreads afar like a miasm.^ Everywhere the 
same fever, delirium, and convulsions mark the presence of the 
same virus. That virus is the Jacobin dogma. By virtue of the 
Jacobin dogma, theft, usurpation, murder, take on the guise of 
political philosophy, and the gravest crimes against persons, 
against public or private property, become legitimate; fi>r Aey 
are the acts of the legitimate supreme power, the power that has 
the public welfare in its keeping. 

■OuiUoadeMoDtUoD,!. in. Letter«fLatuwl, dated PHKiaih«rAi«m, S99i^ts*s 
lacobiiM of Lyoot: *'T<a nehowBuyheMb hftve becB catsfathoaH; ItveiiAla 
bfiuBOOs to kt our enendts fm^c'* 
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I. 

That each Jacobin band should be invested with the local 
dictatorship in its own canton is, according to the Jacobins, a 
natural right It becomes the written law from the day that the 
National Assembly declares the country in danger. '^ From that 
date," says their most widely read journal,^ and by the mere fact 
of that declaration, '* the people of France are assembled and 
insurgent They have repossessed themselves of the sovereign 
power." Their magistrates, their deputies, all constituted author- 
ities, return to nothingness, their essential state. And you, tem- 
porary and revocable representatives, " you are nothing but pre- 
siding officers for the people; you have nothing to do but to 
collect their votes, and to announce the result when these shall 
have been cast with due solemnity." — Nor is this the theory of 
the Jacobins only; it is also the official theory. The National 
Assembly approves of the insurrection, recognises the Commune, 
iceeps in the background, abdicates as ^ as possible, and only 
remains provisionally in office in order that tibe place may not 
be left vacant It abstains from exercising power, even to pro- 
vide its own successors ; it merely " invites " the French people 
to organise a national convention ; it confesses that it has '' no 
right to put the exercise of sovereign power under binding rules"; 
it does no more than << indicate to citizens " the rules for the 
elections "to which it invites them to conform."* Meanwhile 
it is subject to the will of the sovereign people, then so-called; 
it dares not resist their crimes; it interferes with assassins only 
by entreaties. — Much more ; it authorises them, either by minis- 
terial signature or counter-signature, to begin their work else- 
where. Roland has signed Foumier's commission to Orleans ; 
Danton has sent the circular of Marat over all France. To 
reconstruct the departments the council of ministers sends die 
most infuriated members of the Commune and the party, Chau- 
mette, Fr6ron, Westermann, Auduoin, Huguenin, Momoro, Cou- 
thon, Billaud-Varennes,' and others still more tainted and brutal, 
who preach the purest Jacobin doctrine. "They announce 
openly^ that laws no longer exist; that since the people are 

* ** Let lUyolutiooB 4fe Puis," by Prudhomme, Vol. XIII. pp. 59-63 (x4th of July, 1798/ . 

* Decreet (rf* the tocfa and zxth of August, X79X 

•PnidlMaime, numbar of the X5t> of Saptember, p. 483.— Morth&er.TenHiss, IV. 43a 
«Motthiiv-Tenunix, IV. xx. Fauchefs report, Nov. 6, 1790, IV. 91, Z4e. Dlnoant of 
M. Pockedey, admfaristmtor dL lh« depextment of the nonh, aad of M. firi^f» deputy «| 
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sovereign, every one is master ; that each fraction of the nation 
can take such measures as suit it, in the name of the comitry's 
safety ; that they have the right to tax com, to seize it in the 
laborer's fields, to cut off the heads of the farmers who refuse to 
bring their grain to market." At Lisieux, agrarian law is preached 
by Dufour and Momoro. At Douai, other dedaimers from Paris 
say to the popular club, " Prepare scaffolds ; let the walls of the 
dty brisde with gallows, and hang upon them every man who 
does not accept our opinions." Nothing is more logical, more 
in conformity with their principles. The journals, deducing con- 
sequences from these, expound to the people the use they ought 
to make of their reconquered sovereignty.* " Under the pres- 
ent circumstances, community of goods is the law ; everything 
belongs to everybody." Besides, " an equalising of fortunes 
must be brought about, a levelling, which shall abolish the 
vicious principle of the preponderance of the rich over the poor." 
This reform is all the more pressing because " the people, the 
real sovereign people, have nearly as many enemies as there are 
proprietors, large merchants, financiers, and wealthy men. In 
a time of revolution, we must regard all men who have more 
than enough a& the enemies, secret or avowed, of popular gov- 
ernment" Therefore, " let the people of each commune, be- 
fore they quit their homes " for the army, ** put all those who 
are suspected of not loving liberty in a secure place, and under 
the safe-keeping of the law ; let them be kept shut up until the 
war be ended; let them be guarded with pikes," and let each 
one of their guardians receive thirty sous per day. As for the 
partisans of the fallen government, the members of the Paris 
directory, "with Roederer and Blondel at their head," as for the 
general officers, "with Lafayette and d'Affiy at their head," as 
for "the inspecting deputies of the Constituent Assembly, with 
Bamave and Lameth at their head," as for the Feuillant deputies 
of the Legislative Assembly, " with Ramond and Jaucourt at their 

> Pradhomme, number of Sept z, 1793, pp. 375, 381, 385 ; number of Sept n, pp. saS-sja 
<-Ct Guillon de Mondfon, I. 144. Here are some of the principles announced by the Jm»> 
Mn leaders of Lyons, ChAKer, Laussel, Gusset, Rouillot, etc. "The time has come when 
Jus prophecy must be fulfilled: The rich shall be put in the {dace of the poor, and die poor 
Id d>e place of the rich.**— "If a half of dieir property be left them the rich will still b« 
happy.**'—" If die laboring peopk of Lyons are dertitute of work and of bread, diey can pfofit 
by these calamities in hdpmg the ms e l ve s to wealth in die quarter where they find it**— '"No 
out who is near a sadc of ti^ieat can die of hunger. Do yoo wish dw md llwt wfll \ng al 
tlMtyaawantT Slayl— orpefUi!" ^ , 
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head," ' as for "all those who consented to soil their hands with 
the profits of the civil list," as for " the 40,000 hired assassins 
who were gathered at the palace on the night of August 9-10, 
they are furious monsters, who ought to be strangled to the last 
one. People ! you have risen to your feet ; stand firm until not 
one of these conspirators remains alive. Your humanity requires 
you for once to show yourselves inexorable. Strike terror to the 
wicked. The proscriptions which we impose on you as a duty, 
are the sacred wrath of your country." There is no mistaking 
this ; it is a tocsin sounding against aU the powers that be, against 
all social superiority, against administrations, tribunals, military 
authority, against priests and nobles, proprietors, capitalists, the 
leaders of business and industry; it is sounding, in short, against 
the whole 61ite of France, whether of old or recent origin. The 
Jacobins of Paris, by their journals, their examples, their mission- 
aries, give the signal ; and in the provinces their kindred spirits, 
imbued with the same principles, only wait the summons to hurl 
themselves forward. 

II. 

In many departments ' they have forestalled the summons. In 
the Var, for example, pillages and proscriptions have begun with 
the month of May. According to custom, they first seize upon 
the castles and the monasteries, although these have become na- 
tional property, at one time alleging as a reason for this that the 
administration *' is too slow in carrying out sentence against the 
im^isy^ and again, that ''the ch&teau, standing on an eminence, 
weighs upon the inhabitants." ^ There is scarcely a village in 
France that does not contain two-score wretches who are always 
ready to line their pockets, which is just the nimaber of thieves 
who thoroughly sacked the chateau of Montaroux, carrying off 

> Pnidhomme, number for the 98th of August 1799, pp. 384-087. 

* C£ "The French Revohition," I. 3^6. In ten of the departments the i/ettaAkjmcqntru 
omttnues the nxth widiout a break. Among other examples, this letter from die adminis- 
trators of Tam» June 18, 1793, may be read ("Archives Nationales/' F', 3.97x)> *' Numer- 
ous bands overran both the dty (Castres) and the country. They fordbiy entered the 
houses of the citizens, broke the furniture to pieces, and pillaged everything that feU into 
their hands. Girls and women underwent shameful treatment. Commissioners sent by the 
district and the municipality to advocate peace were insulted and menaced. The pillage was 
icnewed; the home (^ the citizen was violated." The administrators add :" In many places 
the progre s s made by the constitution was indicated by the speedy and numerous emignu 
dons of its enemies." 

* "Archives Nationales,'* F', 3,970. Letter of the administrators of the Var, May 97, 
1798.— Letter of theminisMr, Danunthooa May aS.— Lettar of th> commjuion compotiag the 
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" furniture, produce, clothing,' even the jugs and botdes in the 
cellar." There are the same doings by the same band at the 
ch&teau of Toumon ; the chiteau of Salerne is burned, that of 
Flagose is puUed down ; the canal of Cabris is destroyed ; then 
the convent of Montrieux, the chiteaux of Grasse, of Canet, of 
R6gusse, of Brovaz, and many others, all devastated, and the 
devastations are made " daily." — It is impossible to suppress this 
country brigandage. The reigning dogma, weakening authority 
in the magistrates' hands, and the clubs, " which cover the de- 
partment," have diffused the fermentation of anarchy evay- 
where. " Administrators, judges, municipal officers, all who arc 
invested with any authority, and who have the courage to use it 
m forcing respect for law, are one by one denounced by pub- 
lic opinion as enemies of the constitution and of liberty ; be- 
cause^ people say^ ihey talk of nothing but the law^ as if they did 
not know that the will of the people makes the law^ and that we 
are the peopled ^ This is the real principle ; here, as at Paris, it 
instantly begets its consequences. '' In many of these clubs 
nothing is discussed but the plundering of estates and cutting off* 
the heads of aristocrats. And who are designated by this in- 
famous tide ? In the cities, the great traders and rich proprie- 
tors ; in the country, those whom we call the bourgeois ; every- 
where, all peaceable citizens, the friends of order, who wish to 
enjoy, under the shadow of the protecting law, the blessings of 
the Constitution. Such was the rage of their denunciations that 
in one of these dubs a good and brave peasant was denounced 
as an aristocrat; the whole of his aristocracy consisting in his 
having said to those who plundered the chateau of their seigneur, 
already mentioned, that they would not enjoy in peace the fruits 
of their crime." — Here is the Jacobin programme of Paris in ad- 
vance, namely, the division of the French into two classes, the 
spoliation of one, the despotism of the other; the destruction of 
the well-to-do, orderly and honest under the dictation of those 
who are not so. 
Here, as in Paris, the programme is carried out stq> by step. 

> ** AicUtm Natkmaks," Lettser of the administraton of Var, Ifajr •7.— TUi sayiag it ths 
•tunmary of the fevohitkmaiy spirit; it recnn oonstantly.^-Ct the Due de Montpenaer, 
" M^auiirci," p. ix. At Aiz one of hb guards said to the tatu-cmUtUa who ware breaUnf 
Into the room fi^iere he was kept: "Citizens, by what order do you enter beret and why 
hanre you forced die guard at the door?" One of them answered: "Bygnkrof thepeopb. 
Don't yoa know that the paeple is toreraignT" y-^ . 
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At Beausset, near Toulon, a man named Vidal, captain of the 
National Guard, " twice set at liberty by virtue of two consecu- 
tive amnesties," ' punishes not resistance merely, but even miu*- 
murs, with death. Two old men, one of them a notary, the 
other a turner, having complained of him to the public prose- 
cutor, the general alarm is beaten, a gathering of armed men is 
formed in the street, and the complainants are clubbed, riddled 
with balls, and their bodies thrown into a pit. Many of their 
friends are woimded, others take to flight; seven houses are 
sacked, and the municipality, "either overawed or in complicity," 
makes no interference imtil all is over. There is no way of pur- 
suing the guilty ones ; the foreman of the jury, who goes, escorted 
by a thousand men, to hold an inquest, can get no testimony. 
The municipal officers feign to have heard nothing, neither the 
general alarm nor the guns fired under their windows. The 
other witnesses say not a word ; but they declare, sotto voce^ the 
reason for their silence. If they should testify, "they would be 
sure of being killed as soon as the troops should have gone 
away." The foreman of the jury is himself menaced; after 
remaining three-quarters of an hour, he finds it prudent to leave 
the city. — ^After Ais the clubs of Beausset and of the neighbor- 
hood, gaining hardihood from the impotence of the law, break 
out into incendiary propositions : " It is announced that after the 
troops retreat, nineteen houses more will be sacked; it is pro- 
posed to behead all aristocrats, that is to say, aU the land-owners 
in the country." Many have fled, but their flight does not 
satisfy the clubs. Vidal orders those of Beausset who took 
refuge in Toulon to return at once; otherwise their houses will 
be demolished, and that very day, in fact, by way of warning, 
several houses in Beausset, among them that of a notary, are 
either pulled down or pillaged firom top to bottom; all the rifi*- 
rafi* of the town are at work, "half-drunken men and women," 
and, as their object is to rob and drink, they would like to begin 
again in the principal town of the canton. — ^The club, accord- 
ingly, has declared that '< Toulon would soon see a new St Bar- 
tholomew"; it has allies there, and arrangements are made; 
each club in the small towns of the vicinity will furnish men, 
while all vriU march under the leadership of the Toulon club. 

A '^ ArchiYcs Natioiud«»" Lettser of the public proieciitor. May 33.— Letters of the adnlD 
iMMon of the dtpaxtae&l^ May aa axid 87 (on the events «f ^ 13th of May at BeaiMM#. 
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At Toulon, as at Beausset, the municipality will let things take 
their course, while the proceedings complained of by the public 
prosecutor and the district and department administrators will be 
applied to them. They may send reports to Paris, and denounce 
patriots to the National Assembly and the King, if they choose; 
the club will reply to their scribbling with acts. Their turn is 
coming. Lanterns and sabres are also found at Toulon, and the 
faction murders them because they have lodged complaints 
against the murderers. 

IIL 

We can conjecture what it will do during the interregnum by 
what it dared to do when the government still stood on its feet 
Facts, then, as always, furnish the best picture, and, to obtain a 
knowledge of the new sovereign, we must first observe him on a 
limited stage. 

On the reception of the news of the loth of August, the Jac- 
obins of Saint-Afiique, a small town of the Aveyron,^ likewise 
undertook to save the country, and, to this end, like their fellows 
in other boroughs of the district, they organised themselves into 
an "Executive Power." This institution is of an old date, 
especially in the South ; it had flourished for eighteen months 
from Lyons to Montpellier, firom Agen to Nismes; but after the 
interregnum, its condition is still more flourishing; it consists of 
a secret sodety, the object of which is to carry out practically 

> *' Axchtves Natioiuilei»'* F', 3,193 and 3,194. Previous detaib may be found in theao 
files. Thisdepaztment isoneof tlioseinwUdi dieaeventi>>Ba?iMr^bmereIya proloQga. 
doQ of the sixdi.— Ct F', 3,193. Letter of the royal oommiMJoner at Hilhan, Ifay 5, 1791. 
'*The situation is getting worae; tlie administzatiTe bodies continue powerless and without 
resources. Most of their memberB are stiU unable to enter upon their duties; while the fito- 
tions, who still rule, muldply their excesses in eveiy diiectioo. Another house in the coun- 
try, near the town, has been burnt; another broken into^ with a destruction of the fiiraituie 
and a part of the dinner-service, and doon and windows broken open and smashed; several 
hotises visited, under the pretence of arms or powder being concealed in tiwm; all ot this 
found with private persons and dealers not of the foctioos party carried off; tumultuous 
shouts nocturnal assemblages, plots for pillage or burning; disturbances caused by the sale 
of grain, searches under this pretext in private granaries, forced prices at current reductions; 
forty louis taken from a lady retired into the country, found in her trunk, which was broken 
into, and whidi, they say, diould have been in assignats. The pofice and municipal officen, 
witnesses of these outrages, are sometimes forced to sanction them with dieir presence : they 
neither dare suppress them nor punish the well-known authors of them. Stick it m. britf 
statement iff tkt duordert c»m$niUtd in lett than eight daytr-Au relatkm spedally to Sida^ 
Afrique. CC F% 3.I94, the letter, among othen, of the department 1 
119*. 
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the motions and instructions of the club.' Ordinarily, they work 
at night, wearing masks or slouched hats, with long hair felling 
over the face. A list of their names, each with a number oppo- 
site to it, is kept at the meeting-place of the society. A triangu- 
lar club, decked with a red ribbon, serves them both as weapon 
and badge; with this club, each member "may go anywhere," 
and do what seems good to him. At Saint- Afrique they number 
about eighty, among whom must be counted the rascals forming 
the seventh company of Tarn, staying in the town ; their enroll- 
ment in the band is effected by constantly "preaching pillage to 
them," and by assuring them that the contents of the ch&teaux 
in the vicinity belong to them.* — Not that the chiteauz excite 
any fear; most of them are empty; neither in Saint- Afrique nor 
in the environs do the men of the ancient r6gime form a party; 
for many months orthodox priests and the nobles have had to 
fly, and now the well-to-do people are escaping. The popula- 
tion, however, is Catholic ; many of the shop-keepers, artisans, 
and formers are discontented, and the object now is to make 
these laggards keep step. — In the first place, they order women 
of every condition, work-girls and servants, to attend mass per- 
formed by the sworn cur6, for, if they do not, they will be made 
acquainted with the cudgel. — In the second place, all the sus- 
pected are disarmed ; they enter their houses during the night in 
force, unexpectedly, and, besides their gun, carry off their pro- 
visions and money. A certain grocer who persists in his luke- 
wannness is visited a second time; seven or eight men, one 
evening, break open his door with a stick of timber ; he takes 
refuge on his roof, dares not descend until the following day at 
dawn, and finds that everything in his store has been either stolen 
or broken to pieces.' In the third place, there is "punishment 
of the ill-disposed." At nine o'clock in the evening a squad 
knocks at the door of a distrusted shoemaker; it is opened by 
his apprentice ; six of the ruffians enter, and one of them, show- 
ing a paper, says to the poor fellow : " I come on the part of the 
Executive Power, by which you are condemned to a bastinado- 



> " AiduT«i Natumftlet," F*, 3.193. ■Ktnct firom the registen of the ckfk «£ ths >{f» 
dt-^aix of Saint-Aftiqae, uid report bj iIm department commiisionen, Nor. to^ 179% lAk 
fim t— rimony of the w itmi i ei, fbtminc ft docnmeiit of 115 pages. 

•DopodtioD flfAlesfa BMv ft iFolinil0flr, and three others. 

•IkporitioBof PoM,a»Brchant After this devastation he fa ob Ug od tp ftd tl ii > piil> 
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ing." "What for?" "If you have not done anything wrong, 
you are thinking about it,"' and so they beat him in the presence 
of his family, and many others like him are seized and unmerci- 
*ully beaten on their own premises. — As to the expenses of the 
operation, these must be defrayed by the malevolent These, 
therefore, are taxed according to their occupations ; this or that 
tanner or dealer in catde has to pay 36 francs ; another, a hatter, 
72 francs; otherwise "they will be attended to that very night 
at nine o'clock." Nobody is exempt, if he is not one of the 
band. Poor old men who have nothing but a five-franc assignat 
are compelled to give that ; they take from the wife of " a ground- 
digger," whose savings consist of seven sous and a half, the 
whole of this, exclaiming, "that is good for three mugs of 
wine."* When money is not to be had, they take goods in 
kind ; they make short work of cellars, bee-hives, clothes-presses, 
and poultry-yards ; they eat, drink, and break, giving themselves 
up to it heartily, not only in the town, but in the neighboring 
villages. One detachment goes to Brusque, and proceeds so 
vigorously that the mayor and syndic-attorney scamper off acroas 
the fields, and dare not return for a couple of days.' At Versol, 
the dwelling of the sworn cur6, and at Lapeyre, that of the 
sworn vicar, are both sacked; the money is stolen and the cadn 
are emptied. In the house of the cur6 of Douyre, " furniture, 
clothes, cabinets, and window-sashes are destroyed " ; they feast 
on his wine and the contents of his cupboard, throw away what 
they could not consume, then go in search of the cur6 and his 
brother, a former Carthusian, shouting that "their heads must be 
cut off, and sausage-meat made of the rest of their bodies ! " 
Some of them, a little shrewder than the others, Ught on a prize; 
for example, a certain Bourgui^, a trooper of the line, seized a 
/ineyard belonging to an old lady, the widow of a physician and 
former mayor;* he gathered in its crop, "publicly in open day,** 
for his own benefit, and warns the proprietress that he will kill 
her if she makes a complaint against him, and, as she probably 
does complain of him, he obliges her, in the name of the Execu- 
tive Power, to pay him fifty crowns damages. — ^As to the roughs 

* Depoddon of Capdenec, a shoemaker. 

•Depositions ofBliusuerite Gaizeng» wife of Gvibal a taiUar, Piom Caaac, aadolfcam. 
■Depositioos of Martin, syndio-attomey of tbe oonunoae of Brw^oe; AnH< tmlk al 
Vcnol: Martld Aussel, vicar of Lapeyre, and odwnk 



•Depoiitiflii of Anna Toatouloa. 
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in common, their reward, besides their carousings, is perfeoit 
license. In all houses invaded at eleven o'clock in the evening, 
whilst the father flies, or the husband screams under the cudgd, 
one of the villains stations himself at the entrance with a drawn 
sabre in his hands, and the wife or daughter remains at the mercy 
of the others; they seize her by the neck and maintain their 
hold.^ In vain does she scream for help. " Nobody in Saint- 
Afrique dares go outdoors at night"; nobody comes, and, the 
following day, the juge-de-paix dares not receive the complaint, 
because "he is afraid himself." — ^Accordingly, on the 23d of Sep 
tember, the municipal officers and the town-clerk, who made 
their rounds, were nearly beaten to death with clubs and stones ; 
on the loth of October another municipal officer was left for 
dead; a fortnight before this, a lieutenant of volunteers, M. Ma- 
zi^res, "trying to do his duty, was assassinated in his bed by his 
own men." Naturally, nobody dares whisper a word, and, after 
two months of this order of things, it may be presumed that at 
the municipal elections of the 21st of October, the electors will 
be dodle. In any event, as a precaution, their notification eight 
days before, according to law, is dispensed with; as extra pre- 
caution, they are informed that if they do not vote for the Execu- 
tive Power, they will have to do with the triangular cudgd.' 
In consequence of this, most of them stay away; in a town of 
over 600 active dtizens, 40 votes give a majority ; Bourgougnon 
and Sarrus, the two chiefe of the Executive Power, are elected, 
one mayor, and the other syndic-attorney, and henceforth the 
authority they seized by force is conferred on them by the law. 

IV. 

Such is about the tfpt of government which starts up in every 
commune of France after the loth of August; the dub rdgns, 
but the form and processes of its dictatorsUp are different, 
according to circumstances. — Sometimes it operates directly 
through the executive band led by it, or through the rioting 
populace which it launches forth. Again, it operates indirectly 
through the dectoral assembly, of which it controls the election, 

■DeporfdoM of Jeanne Tbflba, of Marianne Tenal, of Marguerite Thomas, of Martii, 
■f w Ho^ tt oniey of the com mnne of Bniaque, of Virot, of Brassier, and others. l*he detaflb 



• P ayo riri o w of Moofaol, wool^ardcr: Louis Grand, district-administrator, and oCh«» 
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or through the municipality, which is its accomplice. If "the 
administrations are Jacobin, it governs through them. If they 
are passive, it governs alongside of them. If they are refrac- 
tory, it purges them,* or breaks them up,* and, to put them 
down, it resorts not only to blows, but even to murder* and 
massacre.^ Between tnassacre and threats, all middle-courses 
meet, the revolutionary seal being everywhere impressed with 
inequalities of relief. 

In many places, threats suffice. In regions where the tem- 
perament of the people is cool, and where there is no resistance, 
it is useless to resort to affi-ays. Of what use is slaughter in a 
town like Arras, for instance, where, on the day of the civic oath, 
the president of the department, a prudent millionaire, stalks 
through the streets arm in arm with Aunty Duchesne, who sells 
cookies down in a cellar, where, on election days, the towns- 
people, through cowardice, elect the club candidates imder the 
pretence that ''rascals and beggars" must be sent off to Paris to 
purge the town of them ! * It would be labor lost to strike peo- 
ple who cringe and crouch so well.* The Action is content to 
mark them as mangy curs, to put them in pens, hold them with 
leashes, and to annoy them.'' It posts at the entrance of the 
guard-room a list of inhabitants related to an hni^S; it makes 
domiciliary visits ; it draws up a fancied list of the suspected, on 
which list all that are rich are found inscribed. It insults and 
disarms them ; it confines them to the town ; it forbids them to 
go outside of it even on foot ; it orders them to present them- 
selves daily before its committee of public safety ; it condemns 
them to pay their taxes for a year in twenty-four hours ; it breaks 
the seals of their letters; it confiscates, demolishes, and sells 
their &mily tombs in the cemeteries. This is all in order, as well 
as the religious persecution, the irruption into private chapels 



> For example, mt Limoges, Aug. i6.~C£ Louis Guibert, *' le Parti Girandin dans k I 
Vkime,'' p. 14. 

* Paris, " Histoire de Joseph Lcbon." I. 6a Restoradoo of the Anas »»iil<J|i«Mij J^ 
•eph LeboD is proclaimed mayor Sq>t 16. 

* For example, at Caen and at Carcassonne. 
^ For example, at Toulon. 

* "Un s^oiir en France,*' 19, ay. 

•/Md^, p.38: "BLdeM , who had served for thirty yean, gave op his «m to ft ksf^ 

who treated Um with the greatest insolence.*' 

* Paria, iUtL, p. 55 and the following pages.— Albeit Babeau, «*Histo^ da T^u^m^ * X 
fa), 575.^Saii8ay, III. ch. i 
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where mass is said, blows with gun-stocks and the fist bestowed 
on the officiating priest, the obligation of orthodox parents to 
have their children baptised by the schismatic cur6, the expulsion 
of nuns, and the pursuit, imprisonment and transportation of un- 
sworn ecclesiastics. 

But if the domination of the club is not always a bloody one, 
its judgments are always those of an armed man, who, putting 
his gun to his shoulder, aims at the wayfarers whom he has 
stopped on the road ; generally they kneel down, tender their 
purses, and the shot is not fired. But the gun is cocked, never- 
theless, and, to be certain of this, we have only to look at the 
shrivelled hand grasping the trigger. We are reminded of those 
swarms of banditti which infested the country under the an- 
cient regime;' the double-girdle of smugglers and receivers 
embraced within twelve hundred leagues of internal excise- 
duties, the poachers abounding on the four hundred leagues of 
guarded captainries, the deserters so numerous that in eight 
years they amounted to sixty thousand, the mendicants with 
which the prisons overflowed, the thousands of thieves and vag- 
abonds thronging the highwajrs, all that police-game which the 
Revolution let loose and armed, and which, in its turn, torn 
game, became the hunters of game. For three years these strong- 
armed rovers have served as the kernel of local jacqueries j' at the 
present time they form the staff of the universal jacquerie. At 
Nismes,* the head of the Executive Power is a "dauicing-master." 
The two leading demagogues of Toulouse are a shoemaker, and 
an actor who plays valets.^ At Toulon,^ the dub, more abso- 
lute than any Asiatic despot, is recruited fix)m among the indi- 
gent, sailors, harbor-hands, soldiers, "stray peddlers," while its 
president, Sylvestre, sent away firom Paris, is a criminal of the 
lowest degree. At Biieims,^ the principal leader is an unfirocked 
priest, married to a nun, aided by a baker, who, an old soldier, 
came near being hung. Elsewhere,* it is some deserter tried for 

> " The Andent R^jime," 381, 391, 399. 

*''ArcfaI▼etNatbIlakl»''F^ 3,3x7. Letter of CasUmet, an old gendanne, Aqg. ai tj^ 

• " Axchivet Nationalea,** F% 3,8x9. Letter of Bl Alqnier to the fint coosoi^ PInviaae 
xS^anVIIL 

« Lainrexsne, **Histoire dn Yar," p. X04. 

• Mortimer^Tenuuiz, IIL 395, 337. 

• " Axchtrea NattonaW,** F ', 3,371. Letter of the Minisier of J ustke, with o6kial ropoita 
af the muiddpaUty <^ Rabaatens. '*The Jugt-dt-paix of Rabastens was insulted in his 
place by potting an end to die proceedings cominenced against an old deserter at the head 

o 
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robbery; here, a cook or innkeeper, and there, a former lackey 
The oracle of Lyons is an ex-commercial traveler, an emulator 
of Marat, named Ch^er, whose murderous delirium is com- 
plicated with morbid mysticism. The acolytes of Ch&lier are a 
barber, a hair-dresser, an old-clothes dealer, a mustard and vine- 
gar manu&cturer, a doth-dresser, a silk-worker, a gauze-maker, 
while the time is near when authority is to fall into still meaner 
hands, those of ''the dregs of the female population," who, aided 
by "a few bullies," elect ''female commissaries," tax food, and 
for three days pillage the warehouses.^ Avignon has for its mas- 
ters the Glaci^re bandits. Aries is imder the yoke of its porters 
and bargemen. Marseilles belongs to "a band of wretches 
spawned out of houses of debauchery, who recognise neither 
laws nor magistrates, and ruling the city through terror." ' — It is 
not surprising that such men, invested with such power, use it in 
conformity with their nature, and that the interregnum, which is 
their reign, spreads over France a axde of devastations, robberieSi 
and murders. 



Usually, the stationaiy band of dubbists has an auxiliaiy band 
of the same spedes which roves about I mean the volimteeis, 
who inspire more fear and do more harm, because they march in 
a body and are armed.' Like their brethren in the ordinary 
walks of life, many of them are town and country vagabonds; 
most of them, living fix)m hand to mouth, have been attracted 
by the pay of fifteen sous a day; they have become soldiers for 
lack of work and bread.^ Each commime, moreover, having 

of the mttnlcipaUty, and tried for robbay. They tliimtsned to ttab the Judge if he reoom- 
menced die trial Numenwa moba of Tagabooda aremm Ae cu umi y , pfllaging and potting 
10 nmaom all ownen of property. . . The people baa been led off by a municipal officer, 
a oooatitutional cur^ and a brother of j:£rwr Toinnal, one of the autfaort of the evils which 
have deaolated the Comtat" (March s» t79<)* 

1 Guillon de Montl6on, L 84, 109, 139, 155, 158, 464.^/^^, p. 441, detaib oonoeming 
ChAlier by his oompanion Chassagnon. — *'Axchhres Nationales,** F^ 3*355. Letter by 
Tjinwfl, Sept aa, 1793. 

* Barbaroux, *' M^nuMrea,** 85. Baribanmx is an eye-witnew, for he has just retimed te 
Marseilles and is about to preside over the doctoral assembly of the Bouchea-do-Rh5ne. 

* C Rousset, " Les Volontaires,** p. 67.— In his report of June 07, 1793, Albert Duba]ret 
esti m ates the number of volunteers at 84, ooa 

^ C Rouaset, " Les Volootaires," loi. Letter of Kellennann, Aug. 83, 1799.—" Un s^our 
ca FVance,'* L 347 and following pages. — ''Archives Nationales," F% 3»ai4. Letter of an 
tn**"'^**"t of Nogent>4e-Rotrou (^ire). '* Out of 8,000 inhabitants one>half require assist 
anoe: and two-thirds of these arc in a sad sute, having scarcely straw enough to sleep on 
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been called upon for its army contingent, " they have picked up 
whatever could be found in the towns, all iiie scamps hanging 
around street-comers, men with no pursuit, anii, in the country, 
wretches and vagabonds of every description ; nearly all have 
been forced to march by money or drawing lots," and it is prob- 
able that the various administrations thought that '*in this way 
they would purge France."* To the wretched "bought by the 
communes," add others of the same stamp, procured by the rich 
as substitutes for their sons.* Thus do they pick over the social 
dunghill and obtain at a discount the natural and predestined in- 
mates of houses of correction, poor-houses and hospitals, with an 
utter disregard of quality, even physical, " the halt, the maimed and 
the blind," the deformed and the defective, "some too old, and 
others too young and too feeble to support the fatigues of war^ 
others so small as to stand a foot lower than their guns," a large 
number of boys of sixteen, fourteen, and thirteen ; in short, the 
reprobate of great cities as we now see him, stunted, puny, and 
naturally insolent and insurgent' " One- third of them are found 
unfit for service" on reaching the fi-ontier,* — But, before reaching 
the firontier, they act like "pirates" on the road. — ^The others, 

1 C RouMCt, *'Let Volontaires," zo6 (Letter of General Biroo, Aug. 33, 1793).— 026^ Let 
ler of Vesu, mijor, July 94, Z793. 

* C Rouaiet, '* Les Volontaizes," 144 (Letter of a district administrator of Moufiiu to Gen- 
ttal Custiaes, Jan. 37, Z793).— "Un a^our en France," p. 37 : *<I am sorry to see that most 
of the Tolmiteers about to join the army are old men or very young boys."— C Rousset, 
Wd.t 74, Z08, 336 (Letter of Biron, Nor. 7, Z793) ; 165 (Letter of die commands of Fort 
Lods, Aug. 7); Z37 (Letter of Captain Motm^). One-third ef the ad harraHon of HauM. 
SaAne is composed of children Z3 and Z4 years old. 

* M^miUttr, XIIL 743 (Sept 3z). Marshal Lfidmer and Us aids-de-camp just miss being 
UDed by Parisian vcdunteers.^" Archives Nadonales,** B B^ 16^ 703. Letter by Labanttra, 
aid-de-csmp of (General Flers, Antweip, March 19, Z793. On the desertion «i mtmtm tk 
gendarmes fixHn Dumouriex's army, ^idu) return to Paris. 

«C£ '*L'ann6eetk garde natMNMle," by Baron PoissoOfllL 475. '*On hoBdlilietbcii« 
Jec lai ed (April, Z79a), the contingent of volunteers was fixed «t soo^ooo men. This Meond 
attempt resulted in nothing but conftised and disorderly levtos. Owing to the bdc of die 
firmness of the volunteer troops it was impossible to oootiaM the war in Bdgium, which 
allowed die enemy to cross the frontier." (Souvemeur Morris, so well informed, had alreadj 
wntten, \mder date of Dec. 37, Z79Z : '*The national guards, who have turned out as vofaiB- 
teen, are in many imtancfs that comipted scum of overgrown population of which largo 
dtiss purge themselves, and which, without ooosdtutioDS to support die fa agues . . . of war, 
have arsry vice and eveiy disease which can render them the scourge of their fiiends and the 
sooff of tiieir fi>es."»Buche2 et Roux, XXVL Z77. Plan of the a dmini s tr atocm of Hdrault, 
presented to the Convention April 37, Z793. '< The composidon of the enlistment should not 
be concealed. Most of those of which it is made up are not volunteers; they are not dtissas 
of all classes of society, who, submitting to draft on the baOot, have willing made op thsb 
odads to go and defend the Republic Tkt largtr fori ff ih* ncruiit mr9 mbttUuiu wk^^ 
Hwmtgh ikt mtttaciion qfa largt tumt, hoot eomdmdtd » Itmot tkdr kmm** 



Digitized 



by Google 



•4S THE REVOLUTION. boos it. 

(vith sounder bodies and better hearts, become, under the disci- 
pline of constant danger, good soldiers at the end of a year. In 
the mean time, however, they make no less havoc, for, if they 
are less disposed to robbery, they are more fanatical Nothing 
is more delicate than the military organisation, owing to the fact 
that it represents force, and man is always tempted to abuse 
force ; for any free company of soldiers to remain inoffensive in 
a civil community, it must be restrained by the strongest curbs, 
which curbs, either within or without, were wholly wanting with 
the volimteers of 1792.* 

Artisans, peasants, the petty bourgeois class, youthful enthusi- 
asts stimulated by the prevailing doctrine, they are still much 
more Jacobin than patriotic ; the dogma of popular sovereignty, 
like a heady wine, has turned their inexperienced brains ; they 
are fully persuaded that, "destined to contend with the enemies 
of the republic, is an honor which permits them to exact and to 
dare all things." * The least among them believes himself superior 
to the law, "as formerly a Cond6," and he becomes king on a 
small scale, self-constituted, an autocratic justiciary and avenger 
of wrongs, a supporter of patriots and the scourge of aristocrats, 
the disposer of lives and property, and, without delay or formali- 
ty, takkig it upon himself to complete the Revolution on the spot 
in every town he passes through. — He is not to be hindered in 
all this by his officers. " Having created his chiefs, they are of 
no more accoimt to him than any of a man's creations usually 
are"; far from being obeyed, they are not even respected, "and 
that comes from resorting to analogies without considering mili- 
tary talent or moral superiority." * Through the natural efiects 
of the S3rstem of election, all grades of rank have Men upon 
demagogues and blusterers. "The intriguers, loud-talkers, and 

> C RooBtet, 47. Letter of the directory of Somme, Feb. 96^ 1793. 

* " Archives Nationales," F ', 3,37a DeliberatioDS of the ooundl-geneial of the coauniait 
of Roye, Oct 8, 1792 (in relation to the violence oonunitted by two divinons of Paziaian gea* 
dumerie during their passage, Oct 7 and 8). 

•Moore, I. 338 (Sept 8, 1793). 

«C Rousset, Z89 (Letter of the Minister of War, dated at Dunldric, Aprfl 99, 1793).-. 
"Archives Nationales," B B, z6, 703. (Parisian naticmal guard staff nuyor-general, order of 
the day, letter of citizen F^rat, commanding at Ostend, to the Minister of War, March 19, 
>793) ■ " Since we have had the gendarmes with us at Ostend there is nothing but dktvb- 
anoe every day. They attack the officers and volunteers, take the liberty of pulUng oflTepaik. 
lettes and talk only of cutting and slashing, and declare that tk*y recognise no tuHritr 
Mftg-gftuUs wiik tvtryboefy, and that they will do as they please. They threateo %^ vm 
after with labraa and pistols in their hands» all te whom I give orders to arrest tfacA '* 
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especially great drinkers, have prevailed against the capable." * 
Besides, to retain his popularity, the new officer will go to a 
groggery and drink with his men,* and he must show himself 
more Jacobin than they are, from which it follows that, not con- 
tent with tolerating their excesses, he provokes them. — Hence, 
after March, 1792, and even before,' we see the volunteers be- 
liaving in France as in a conquered country. Sometimes they 
make domiciliary visits, and break everything to pieces in the 
house they visit. Again, they force the re-baptism of infants by 
the complying cur6s, and fire on the orthodox father. Here, of 
their own accord, they make arrests; there, they join in with 
mutineers and stop grain-boats ; elsewhere, they force a munici- 
pality to tax bread ; farther on, they bum or sack chateaux, and, 
if a mayor happens to inform them that the chiteau now belongs 
to the nation and not to an SmigrS^ they reply with "thrusts," 
and threaten to cut his throat.* — As the loth of August draws 
near, the phantom of authority, which still occasionally imposed 
on them, completely vanishes, and "it costs them nothing to 
massacre" whoever displeases them.' Exasperated by the perils 

> C RouMCt, 90 (Letter of General Wimpfen, Dec. 30, Z79X).— *'SoiiTciiifB'' of General 
Pellepcnt, pp. 7 and 8. 

' C Rouaset, 45 (Report of (Seneral Wimpfen, Jan. 90^ Z79a).<— 103^ Letter of General 
BtrcMi, Aug. 33, 1793. 

*C Rotutet, 47, 48.— ** AichWca Nationalet/' F', 3,349. Official report of the manid- 
pality of Saint-Maxenoe^ Jan. ai, 1793. — F', 3,375. Official report of the munidpaUty 
of Chitellerault, Dec. 37, Z79Z.— F% 3,385 and 3,386.— F', 3,3x3. Letter of Servan, 
Minister of War,' to Roland, June za, Z793 : " I frequently receive as well as yourself and 
the Minister tS, Justice, complaints against the national volunteen. They commit the most 
reprehensiUe offimces daily in places where they are quartered, and through which they pass 
on their way to their destination."— /jtt£. Letter of Duranthon, Minister tS, }vslicitt May 5 : 
** These occuzrenoes are repeated, under more or less aggiavating drcumstances, in all th« 



* " Archives Naticmales," F ', 3,Z93. Official report of the commissaries of the depaitment 
of AveyroD, April 4, Z793. "Among the pillagers and incendiaries of the chltrrauy of Privfr. 
sac, Vaureilles, P^duns, and other direatened mansions, were a number of recruits who had 
already taken the road to Rhodes to join their respective r^iiments." Nothing remains oi 
the rh^twin of Pzivesac but a heap of ruins. The houses in the village ''are filled to over 
flowing wtdi pillaged artides, and the inhabitants have divided the owners' animals amongst 
themsdves.'*— Comte de Seilhac, "Seines et portraiu de la Revolution dans le Bas-Iimoa- 
dn," p. 305. Pillage of the chftteaux of St J^ and Sdlhac, April is, Z793, by the 3d bal- 
talioii of bt Conize, comaanded by Bellegarde, a former domestic in the chAteau. 

* * Ardiives Nadonales,*' F', 3,37a Deliberation of the council-general of the commune 
of Rnye^ Oct. 8, 1793 (passage of two divisions of Parisian gendarmes). "The inhabitants 
and rannidpal officers were by turns the sport of their insolence and brutality, constantly 
dneatened in case of refusal with having their heads cut oflC and sedng the said gendarmes, 
cq>eciaUy the cannoneers, with naked sabres in their hands, always threatening. The dtizea 
mayor especially was treated most outrageously by the saud cannoneers . . . fiardng him to 
dance on the Place d'armes, to which they resorted with vio&zis and where they remained 
aatil fffLHg***, ruddy pushing and hauling him about, treating him as an azistocra^ r^TTJgg 
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they are about to encounter on the frontier, they begin war in 
the interior ; provisionally, and as a precaution, they slaughter 
probable aristocrats on the way, and treat the officers, nobles and 
priests they meet on the road worse than their club allies. For, 
on the one hand, being merely on the march, they are much 
safer from pimishment than local murderers ; in a week, lost in 
the army, they will not be sought for in camp, and they may slay 
with perfect security. On the other hand, as strangers and new- 
comers, incapable of discriminating persons the same as people 
on the spot, on account of name, dress, and qualifications, on 
coffee-house rumors, on appearances, however venerable and 
harmless a man may be, they kill him, not because they know 
him, but because they do not know him. 

VI. 

Let us enter the cabinet of Roland, Minister of the Interior, a 
fortnight after the opening of the Convention, and suppose him 
contemplating, some evening, a foreshortened picture of the state 
of the country administered by him. His clerks have placed 
the correspondence of the past few weeks on his table, arranged 
in proper order ; his replies are noted in brief on the margin ; 
he has a map of France before him, and, placing his finger on 
the southern section, he moves it along the great highway 
across the country. At every stage he recurs to the paper file 
of letters, and passing innumerable reports of violence, he merely 
gives his attention to the great revolutionary exploits.^ Madame 
Roland, I imagine, works with her husband, and the couple, 
sitting together alone under the lamp, ponder over the doings 
of the ferocious brute which they have set firee in the provinces 
the same as in Paris. 

Their eyes go first to the southern extremity of France. 
There,* on the canal of the Deux-Mers, at Carcassonne, the 
populace has seized three boats loaded with grain, exacted food, 

the red cap on his head, with constant direats of cutting it off and that kA evttj amtooat m 
the town, a threat they swore to cairy out the next day, openly stating, espedally two or 
three amongst them, that they had massacred the Paris prisoners on the ad ofSepUnbor, lAid 
that it cost them nothing to massacre." 

> Sununaries, in the order of their date or locality, and similar to those about to be pbcad 
before the reader, sometimes occur in these files. I pursue the same course as tbt dork, in 
conformity with Roland's methodical hafatia. 

• Aug. 17, 179s (Momitntr, XIIL 383, rqKMtof Bl Emmery). 



Digitized 



by Google 



2HAF. X. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 9,%^ 

then a diminution of the price of bread, then guns and cannons 
from the magazine, and, lastly, the heads of the administrators ; 
an inspector-general has been wounded by an axe, and the 
syndic-attorney of the department, M. Verdier, massacred. — ^The 
Minister follows with his eye the road from Carcassonne to Bor- 
deaux, and on the right and on the left he finds traces of blood. 
At Castres,^ a report,is spread that a dealer in grain was trying 
to raise the price, whereupon a mob congregates, and, to save 
the dealer, he is placed in the guard-house ; the volunteers, how- 
ever, force open the guard-house, and throw the man out of the 
first-story window; they then finish him with "blows with clubs 
and weights," drag his body along the street and cast it into the 
river. — ^The evening before, at Clairac,* M. Lartigue-Langa, an 
unsworn priest, pursued through the street by a troop of men and 
women, determined to strip off his cassock and ride him on an. 
ass, foimd refiige, with great difficulty, in his country-house; they 
go there for him, however, fetch him back to the public promenade, 
and there kill him. A number of brave fellows who interfered 
were charged with incivisme^ and severely handled. Repression 
is impossible; the department writes to the Minister tiiat "at 
this time it would be impolitic to follow the matter up." Roland 
knows that by experience. The letters in his hands show him 
that there, as \s\ Paris, murder engenders murder; M. d*Alesp6e, 
a gentleman, has just been assassinated at N6rac ; " all reputable 
citizens formed around him a rampart with their bodies," but the 
rabble prevailed, and the murderers, "through their obscurity," 
escaped-^The Minister's finger stops at Bordeaux. There the 
federation festivities are marked with a triple assassination.' In 
order to let this dangerous moment pass by, M. de Langoirac, 
vicar-general of the archbishopric, had retired half a league off, 
in the village of Cauderan, to the residence of an octogenarian 
priest, who, like himself, had never meddled with public matters. 
On the isth of July the National Guards of the village, excited 
by the speeches of the previous night, take them both out of the 
house, and, by way of an extra, a third priest belonging in the 
neighborhood. There is nothing to lay to their charge; neither 

> ** AicfaiTM Nattonaks," F ', 3,27X. Letter of the administraton of Tarn, July ax. 
• *< AzchiTes Natkmaks," F ^ 3,234. Report of the municipal oflkers of Ckiiac^ July aa 
.^Letter of the tyndio^noraey of Lot-et^Garonne, Sept x6.) 
^Mtrcmn dt Fnmetf number for July 28 (letten from Bordeaux). ^ t 
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the municipal officers, nor the justices before whom they are 
brought, can avoid declaring them innocent As a last recoiurse, 
they are conducted to Bordeaux, before the Directory of the 
department But it is getting dark, and the riotous crowd be- 
coming impatient, makes an attack on them. The octogenarian 
"is so poimded as to make it impossible for him to revive " ; the 
abb£ du Puy is knocked down and dragged along by a rope 
attached to his feet; M. de Langoirac's head is cut ofi^ carried 
about on a pike, taken to his house and presented to the servant, 
who is told that "her master will not come home to supper." 
The torment of the priests has lasted from five o'clock in the 
morning to seven o'clock in the evening, and the municipal 
authorities were duly advised; but they cannot put themselves 
out of the way to give succor; they are too seriously occupied 
in erecting a liberty-pole. 

Route from Bordeaux to Caen. — ^The Minister's finger turns to 
the north, and stops at Limoges. The day following the federa- 
tion has been here celebrated the same as at Bordeaux.^ An 
unsworn priest, the abb£ Chabrol, assailed by a gang of men and 
women, is first conducted to the guard-house and then to the 
dwelling of the juge-dt-paix; for his protection a warrant of 
arrest is gotten out, and he is kept under guard, in sight, by four 
chasseurs^ in one of the rooms. But the populace are not satis- 
fied with this. In vain do the municipal officers appeal to it, in 
vain do the gendarmes interpose themselves between it and the 
prisoner; it rushes in upon them and disperses them. Mean- 
while, voUejTS of stones smash in the windows, and the entrance 
door yields to the blows of axes; about thirty of the villaim 
scale the windows, and pass the priest down like a bale of goods. 
A few yards off, "struck down with dubs and other instruments,^ 
he draws his last breath, his head "crushed" by twenty mortal 
wounds.-— Farther up, towards Orieans, Roland reads the follow- 
ing despatches, taken from the file for Loiret:' "Anarchy is at 
its height," writes one of the districts to the Directory of die 
department; "there is no longer recognition of any authority; 
the administrators of the district and of the munidpalities are 

> " ArchiTes Nadonales," F^ 3,375. Letter of the administnton of Haute-Vienne, Jolf 
tft (with official reports). 

•"Archives Nadonales,^ F% 3,993. Letter of the directoiy of the district of NauvQIe Is 
die department-administiatots, Sqpt 18. 
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insulted, and are powerless to enforce respect . . . Threats 
of slaughter, of destroying houses and giving them up to pillage 
prevail; plans are made to tear down all the chateaux. ITie 
mimicipal authorities of Ach^res, along with many of the inhab- 
itants, have gone to Oison and Chaussy, where everything is 
smashed, broken up and carried off. On the i6th of September 
ix armed men went to the house of M. de Vaudeuil and obliged 
him to return the sum of 300 francs, for penalties pretended to 
have been paid by them. We have been notified that M. Dede- 
ley will be visited at Achires for the same purpose to-day. M. 
de Lory has been similarly threatened. . . . Finally, all 
those people there say that they want no more local administra- 
tions or tribunals, that the law is in their own hands, and they 
will execute it In this extremity we have decided on the only 
safe course, which is to silently accept all the outrages inflicted 
upon us. We have not called upon you for protection, for we 
are well aware of the embarrassment you labor under."— The 
best part of the National Guard, indeed, having been disarmed 
at the county-town, there is no longer an armed force to put 
riots down. Consequently, at this same date,^ the populace, 
increased by the afflux of "strangers" and ordinary nomads, 
hang a corn-inspector, plant his head on the end of a pike, 
drag his body through the streets, sack five houses and biun the 
furniture of a municipal officer in front of his own door. There- 
upon, the obedient municipality sets the arrested rioters free, and 
lowers the price of bread one-sixth. Above the Loire, the 
despatches of Ome and Calvados complete the picture. "Our 
district," writes a lieutenant of the gendarmerie,' "is a prey to 
brigandage. . . . About thirty rascals have just sacked the 
chiteau of Dampierre. Calls for men are constantly made upon 
us," which we cannot satisfy, "because the call is general on all 
sides." The details are curious, and here, notwithstanding the 
Minister's &miUarity with popular misdeeds, he cannot avoid 
noting one extortion of a new species. "The inhabitants of the 
villages' collect together, betake themselves to different ch&teaux, 

> " AicfaiTet Nationales," report of the administiatora of the dqMutmeiU and oouacQ-feB^ 
nd of the commtme of Oikans, Sept x6 and 17. (The diBarmament had been dfectad 
through the decrees of Aug. 36 and Sept a.) 

• '* Aithivea Natjonalea," F^, 3,949. Letter (^ the Ueutenant of the gendarmerie of Das^ 
picne. Sept 23 (with ofl&dal report dated Sept 19). 

•*« Aicfahrea Natknale^" draft of a letter by Roland, Oct 4, and othea of ^ wne 1 
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seize the wives and children of their proprietors, and keep them 
as bail for promises of re-embursement which they force the 
latter to sign, not merely for feudal taxes, but, again, for ex- 
penses to which this taxation may have given rise," first imder 
the actual proprietor and then imder his predecessors; in the 
mean time they install themselves on the premises, demand pay- 
ments for their time, devastate the buildings on the place, and 
sell the furniture. — All this is accompanied with the usual slaugh- 
terings. A letter of the Directory of the department of Ome 
advises the Minister^ that ''a former noble has been killed 
{homkitU) in the canton of Sepf, an ex-cur6 in the town of 
Bell^me, an unsworn priest in the canton of Putanges, an ex- 
capuchin in the territory of Alen9on." The same day, at Caen, 
the syndic-attorney of Calvados, M. Bayeux, a man of sterling 
merit, imprisoned by the local Jacobins, has just been shot down 
in the street and bayonetted, while the National Assembly was 
passing a decree proclaiming his innocence and ordering liim to 
be set at liberty.' 

Route of the East — ^At Rouen, in fix)nt of the Hdtel-de-ville» 
the National Guard, stoned for more than an hour, finally fire a 
volley and kill four men ; throughout the department violence is 
committed in relation to grain, while wheat is taxed and carried 
off by force;' but Roland is obliged to restrict himself; he can 
note only political disturbances. Besides, he is obliged to move 
(m fast, for niurders abound along the whole course; between 
the eflfenrescence of the army and that of the capital,^ each de- 
partment in the vicinity of Paris or near the fix)ntier furnishes its 
quota of murdera. They take place at Gisors, in the Eure, at 
Chantilly, and at Clermont in the Oise, at Saint-Amand in the 
Pas-de-Calais, at Cambray in the Nord, at Retd and Charie- 



— Letter of dM unrnidpri oOotn of Ray, Sept •4.— Letttr of M. Detdoofc^ ptcpd e tci, 
Stpt aa— Letter of tfa« pem Mn eat coanen of Aigle^ Oct i» etc. 
> ^ArcliWct Nationalce,*' Letter of die ftdndnisttmton of the OiM 

* lIottiaieiwTcnuusx, IIL 337 (Sept 6). 

• **AidiivetNatioiiales,"F*, 3,a65. Letter of the Heutaumt-genend of the gendennerie^ 
Aug: 90.— OiBdel report of die Rooen mtuddpollty on die riot of Ang. 99.— Letten of tbe 
dUM i H i ii eii lHMtinfafafr etow, Sept z8 and Oct zx.— Letter of the aane^ Oct 13^ el&— Letter 
of DKrid, cnlthrator and depar fm p ntF a dminU tr a tor , Oct zz. 

^Albert Bubean, "Letters of a deputy of the munkipaHtj of IVojes to the army of Do- 
aoaries," p^ a— ( Safaff hH e n eh oqld, Sept 7, Z79a): **Oiir troope bom with a deiire to 
neat die eneaqr. The Bwaiacre reported to hare taken place b Parb doea not diaoouzafe 
dMMS «BtlMOoainay»thqr«raghid to know that nupecied penooa In die imerior are got 
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ville in the Ardennes, at Rheims and at Chilons in the Mamc, 
at Troyes in the Aube, at Meaux in Seine-et-Mame, and at Ver- 
sailles in Seine-et-Oise.' — Roland, I imagine, does not open this 
file, and for a good reason ; he knows too well how M. de Bris- 
sac and M. Delessart, and the other sixty-three persons perished 
at Versailles ; it was he who signed Foumier*s commission, the 
head murderer. At this very moment he is forced to correspond 
with this villain, to send him certificates of " zeal and patriot- 
ism," and to assign him, over and above his robberies, 30,000 
fiancs to defiay the expenses of the operation.* — But some 
among the despatches he cannot overlook, if he desires to know 
to what his authority is reduced, in what contempt all authority 
is held, how the civil or military populace exercises its power, 
with what promptitude it disposes of the most illustrious and 
most usefiil lives, especially those who have been, or are now, in 
command, the Minister perhaps saying to himself that his turn 
wiU come next 

A philanthropist fit>m his youth up, a liberal on entering the 
Constituent Assembly, elected president of the Paris department, 
one of the most persistent, most generous, and most respected 
patriots fi*om first to last, — ^who better deserved to be spared than 
M. de la Rochefoucauld ? Arrested at Gisors ' by order of the 
Paris Commune, he left the inn, escorted by the Parisian com- 
missary, surrounded by the municipal council, twelve gendarmes 
and one hundred National Guards; behind him walked his 
mother, eighty years of age, his wife following in a carriage; 
there could be no fear of an escape. But, for a suspected 
person, death is more certain than a prison ; three hundred volun- 
teers of the Ome and the Sarthe departments, on their way 
through Gisors, collect and cry out: "We must have his head- 
nothing shall stop us !" A stone hits M. de la Rochefoucauld 
on the temple; he falters, his escort is broken up, and they finish 

> Moore, I. 338 (Sept 4). At Clermont, the murder of a fish-dealer, killed for insultiog the 
Bretcn volunteers. — 40Z (Sept 7), die son of the post-master at Saint-Amand is killed on sus- 
picion of communicating with the enemy.—" AitJiives Nationales,** F ', 3,349. Letter of the 
dbtrict-administrators of SenUs, Oct 31 (Aug. 15). At Chantilly, M. Pigeau is assassinated 
Ib the midst of 1,900 persons. — C Rousset, p. 84 (Sept ai), lieutenant-cobnel Imonnier is 
■asmiinntrd at ChAIons-sur-Mame. — Mortimer-Temaux, IV. 173. Four Prussian deserters 
tre murderod at Rethel, Oct 5, by the Parisian -volunteerB. 

'Mortimer-Temaux, III. 378, 594 and following pages. 

* LacicteUe, " Dix anndes d'^preuves," p. 58. Description of Liancourt — " Arcliives Na- 
tionales," letter of the departmentadministnitors of the Eure, Sept iz (with official report of 
theOiscnmunicqMUty, Sept 4).— Mortimer-Temaux, III. 55a o 
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him with clubs and sabres, while the municipal coimcil "have 
barely time to drive off the carriage containing the ladies/'— 
Accordingly, national justice, in the hands of the volunteers, 
has its sudden outbursts, its excesses, its reactions, the effect of 
which it is not advisable to wait for. For example, at Cambray,' 
a division of foot-gendarmerie had just left the town, and it 
occurs to them that they had forgotten ^'to purge the prison " ; 
it retraces its steps, seizes the keeper, takes him to the Hdtel-de- 
ville, examines the prison register, sets at liberty those whose 
crimes seem to it excusable, and provides them with passports; 
on the other hand, it massacres a former royal procureur, on 
whom addresses are found tainted with '^aristocratic prindpleS)** 
an unpopular lieutenant-colonel, and a suspected captain.— 
However slight or ill-founded a suspicion, so much the worse for 
the officer on whom it falls ! At Charleville,' two loads of arms 
having passed through one gate instead of another, to avoid a 
bad road, M. Juchereau, inspector of the manufEurture of arms 
and commander of the place, is declared a traitor by the volun- 
teers and the populace, torn from the hands of the municipal 
officers, clubbed to the groimd, stamped on, and stabbed ; his 
head, fixed to a pike, is paraded through Charleville, then into 
Mdzi&res, where it is thrown into the river running between the 
two towns. The body remains, and this the municipality orders 
to be interred; but it is not worthy of burial; the murderers 
obtain possession of it, and cast it into the water that it may 
join the head. In the mean time the fives of the municipal offi- 
cers hang by a single thread. One of these is seised by the 
throat ; another is knocked out of his chair and threatened with 
the lantern, a gun is aimed at him and he is beaten and kicked ; 
subsequendy a plot is devised ''to cut off their heads and plun- 
der their houses.'' 
The disposers of lives, indeed, are also the disposers of prop- 

i*'AidihreiNatioM]«»''F% 4,994. Letter of Roknd to dw oonvontkn, Oct 31 (wkk • 
oopy of the documenit Mot by the depeitment of the Notd on dM crenti of Oct 10 and 11). 

>**Aidihret Nationalet,'' F', 3,x9x. Official report of the mmiidpditjr of Chaxlevill^ 
Sept 4, and letter. Sept 6.— ^(mOrvr, XIIL 74s, nnmber for Sept ax, 1798 (Letter of Sept 
17, on the Parisian rolunteert of Manhal LOcknex^a axmjr). "The Pkiiiian volaateert again 
threatened to have levcral heads ]aalt erenins, among otiben those of the xnaxshal and his 
aids. He had threatened to return some da a erien to dieir regfaneats. At tUs die men 
exclaimed that the ancient regime no longer existed, that brothers shonld not be treated k 
that way, and that 4ie general should be anested. Several of them had already mimi dM 
hofse's bridle.*' 
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erty. Roland has only to turn over the leaves of two or three 
reports to see how patriotism furnishes a cloak for brutal license 
and greed. At Coucy, in the department of Aisne,* the peasant- 
ry of seventeen parishes, assembled for the purpose of furnishing 
their military quota, rush with a loud clamor to two houses, the 
property of M. des Fossfe, a former deputy to the Constituent 
Assembly, and the two finest in the town ; one of them had been 
occupied by Henry IV. Some of the municipal officers who 
try to interfere are nearly cut to pieces, and the entire municipal 
body takes to flight M. des Fosses, with his two daughters, 
succeed in hiding themselves in an obscure comer in the vicinity, 
and afterwards in a small tenement offered to them by a humane 
gardener, and finally, after great difficulty, they reach Soissons. 
Of his two houses, "nothing remains but the walls. Wmdows, 
casings, doors, and wainscottings, all are shattered''; twenty 
thousand firancs of assignats in a portfolio are destroyed of 
carried off; the title-deeds of the property are not to be found, 
and the damage is estimated at 200,000 firancs. The pillage 
lasted firom seven o'clock in the morning to seven o'clock in the 
evenings and, as is always the case, ended in a jollification; the 
plunderers, entering the cellars, drank ^^two hogsheads of wine 
and two casks of brandy; thirty or forty remained dead drunk, 
and were taken away with considerable difficulty." There is no 
prosecution, no investigation ; the new mayor, who, one month 
after, makes up his mind to denounce the act, begs the Minister 
not to give his name, for, he says, ^<the agitators in the council- 
general of the Commime threaten, with fearful consequences, 
whoever is discovered to have written to you."* — Such is the 
ever-present threatening under which the gentry live, even when 
venerable in the service of fireedom ; Roland, foremost in his 
files, finds heartrending letters addressed directly to him, as a last 
recourse. Early in 1789, M. de Gouy d'Arcy' was the first to 

1 •* Arcfahet Natiooafet," F', 3,185. Documents rdadng to Ae case of M. des Foatfik 
(The pQlagmg takes place Sept 4.) 

* Letter of Gk>ii]ardl, mayor of Coucy, Oct 4.--Letter of 08teHii,iiotai7, Not. 7. "TInwis 
ot aettiag fire to M. de Foestf two remaining fium-hoases are made."— Letter of M. do 
Foas^ Jan. 98, X793. He states that he has entered no complaint, and if anybody has dona 
so for Urn he is mudi ^pleased. " A suit might place me in the greatest danger, from ny 
knowledge of the state of the pnbGc mind in Coney, and of what the guilty have done and 
win do to aflect the minds of the people in the seventeen communes conoemed in die devma> 



a "Archives NAdonates," F% 3,149. Letter of M. de Gooy to Roland. Sept as. Un 
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put his pen to paper in behalf of popular rights. A deputy ol 
the noblesse to the Constituent Assembly, he is the first to rally 
to the Third-Estate; when the liberal minority of the noblesse 
came and took their seats in the hall of the Communes, he had 
already been there eight days, and, for thirty months, he "invari- 
ably seated himself on the side of the 'Left.'" Senior major- 
general, and ordered by the Legislative Assembly to suppress the 
outbreak of the 6,000 insurgents at Noyon, "he kept his rigorous 
orders in his pocket for ten days"; he endured their insults; he 
risked his life " to save those of his misguided fellow-citizens, and 
he had the good fortune not to spill a drop of blood." Ex- 
hausted by so much labor and effort, almost dying, ordered into 
the country by his physicians, "he devoted his income to the 
relief of poverty"; he planted on his own domain the first lib- 
erty tree that was erected; he fiimished the volunteers with 
clothes and arms; "instead of a fifth, he yielded up a third of 
his revenue under the forced system of taxation." His children 
live with him on the property, which has been in the family four 
hundred years, and the peasantry call him "their father." No 
one could lead a more tranquil or, indeed, a more meritorious 
existence. But, being a noble, he is suspected, and a delegate 
from the Paris Commune denounces him at Compiigne as hav- 
ing in his house two cannon and five hundred and fifty muskets. 
There is at once a domiciliary visit. Eight hundred men, 
infantry and cavalry, appear before the ch&teau d'Arcy in battle 
array. He meets diem at the door and tenders them the \fff%. 
After a search of six hours, they find twelve fowling pieces and 
thirteen rusty pistols, which he has already dedared. His dis- 
appointed visitors grumble, break, eat and drink to the extent of 
2,000 crowns damage.^ Nevertheless, urged by their leaders 
they finally retire. But M. de Gouy has 60,000 fiancs in rentals 
which would be so much gain to the nation if he would emi- 
grate; this must be effected, by expelling him, and, moreover 



wUmrable ktter, which, if copied entire, would show the chencter of die gendemm of t^ig 
It b fuU of fieeltng as wdl as of illusions, and somewhat fonnal in aQrle.) The fint womi 
was made Sept 4 and the second on the i3tii. 

■ Most of the domiciliary vints end in similar depredations. For example, (" Aichhres N»- 
lionales," F ', 3,265, letter of the administraton of Seine-InfiSrieore, Sc]>t i^ I79e). V^f to 
the ch&teau de Catteville, Sept 7, by the national guard of the oeighbothood. *'TIm im< 
tional guard get drunk, break the furniture to pieces, and fire l e p e me d ToBeyt at the wfe> 
dowsaadmirron: the chAteau is a complete ruin." The municipal offioen oi atliMlNiiV II 
Interfere are nearly kUled. C^ r\r^^ 
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during nis expulsion, they may fill their pockets. For eight days 
this matter is discussed in the Compi^gne club, in the groggeries, 
in the barracks, and, on the ninth day, 150 volunteers iss^ne from 
the town, declaring that they are going to kill M. de Gouy ana 
all who belong to him. Informed of this, he departs with his 
£unily, leavmg the doors of his house wide open. There is a gen- 
era! pillage for five hours; the mob drink die costly wines, steal 
the plate, demand horses to carry their booty away, and promise 
to return soon and take the owner's head. — In effect, on the 
following morning at four o'clock, there is a new invasion, a new 
pillage, and, this time, the last one ; the servants escape under a 
fire of musketry, and M. de Gouy, at the request of the villagers, 
whose vineyards are devastated, is obliged to quit that part of 
the country.* — ^There is no need to go through the whole file. 
At HoudainviUe, at the house of M. de Saint-Maurice, at Noin- 
td, on the estate of the Due de Bourbon, at Chantilly, on the 
estate of the Prince de Cond6, at the house of M. de Fitz-James, 
and elsewhere, a certain Gauthier, << commandant of the Paris 
detachment of Searchers, and charged with the powers of the 
Committee of Supervision," makes his patriotic chrcuit, and Ro- 
land knows beforehand of what that consists, namely, a dragon- 
nade in regular form on the domains of all nobles, absent or 
present.* 

Favorite game is still found in the clergy, more vigorously 
hunted than the nobles ; Roland, charged with the duty of main- 
taining public order, asks himself how the lives of inoffensive 
priests, which the law recommends to him, can be protected. — ^At 
Troyes, at the house of M. Fardeau, an old non-conformist cur^, 
an altar decked with its sacred vessels is discovered, and M. Fai 
deau, arrested, refuses to take the civic oath. Tom fi:om his 
prison, and ordered to shout " Vive la Nation ! " he again refuses. 
On this, a volunteer, borrowing an axe firom a baker, chops off 

1 The letter ends with the following: "No, never will I abandon the French soil ! '* He b 
gmDotined at Paris, Thermidor 5, year II., as an accomplice in the pretended pzison-plot 

• *' Archtvee Nationales," Letter of the Oise administrators, Sept 13 and i5.~Letter of the 
Qfndic-attomey of the dqxutment. Sept 23. — Letter of the administiutorB, Sept ao (on Chan* 
tiUy). "The vast tzeasures of this domain are being plundered." In the forest of Hex and 
hi the park belonging to M. de Fitz-James, now national property, " the finest trees are sold 
on the spot, cut down, and carried off" — F^ 3,268, Letter of the overseer of the nadona* 
domains at Rambouillet, Oct 31. Woods devasuted *' at a loss of more than 100,000 crowns 
»i«ce August 10." — "The agitators wdio preach liberty to citizens in tlM nual districts ai« 
a>e very ones who excite the disorders with which ^ country is menaced. Thogr p g o ro to 
the dr«Bard for a partition of property* with all the aooomponyiiig tfanatt^'' ^ t 
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his head, and this head, washed in the river, is borne to the 
Hdtel-de-ville.^ — ^At Meaux, a brigade of Parisian gendarmerie 
murders seven priests, and, as an extra, six ordinary malefactors 
in confinement' At Rheims, the Parisian volunteers first make 
way with the post-master and his clerk, both under suspicion be- 
cause the smell of burnt paper had issued from their chimney, 
and, next, M. de Montrosier, an old retired officer, which is the 
opening of the hunt Afterwards they fall upon two ecclesi- 
astics with pikes and sabres, whom their game-beaters have 
brought in from the coimtry, then on the former cur6 of Saint- 
Jean, and on that of Rilly; their corpses are cut up, paraded 
through the streets in portions, and burnt in a bonfire ; one of the 
wounded priests, the abb6 Alexandre, is thrown in still alive.^ — 
Roland recognises the men of September, who, exposing their 
still bloody pikes, came to his domicile to demand their wages ; 
wherever the band passes it announces, ''in the name of the 
people," its "plenary power to spread the example of the cap- 
ital." Now, as 40,000 unsworn priests are condemned by the 
decree of August 26 to leave their departments in a week and 
France in a fortnight — shall they be ailowed to depart ? Eight 
thousand of them at Rouen, in obedience to the decree, charter 
transports, which the riotous population of both sides of the 
Seine prevent from leaving. Roland sees in his despatches that 
in Rouen, as elsewhere, they crowd the municipalities for their 
passports,^ but that these are often refused ; better still, at Troyes, 
at Meaux, at Lyons, at Ddle, and in many other towns, the same 
thing is done as at Paris ; they are confined in particular houses or 
in prisons, at least, provisionally, " for fear that they may congre- 
gate under the German eagle"; so that, made rebellious and 
declared traitors in spite of themselves, they may still remain in 
their pens subject to the knife. As the exportation of specie is 
prohibited, those who have procured the necessary coin are 
robbed of it on the frontier, while others, who fly at all hazards, 
tracked like wild boars, or run down like hares, escape like the 

> Albert Babeau, I. 504 (Au^ . ao). 

• Mortuner-Tenutux, III. 323 (Sept 4). 

s M<nlinier-Temaux, HI. 325. — ''Archives Nadonales,*' F', 3,339. OflScial report of dw 
municipality of Rheims, Sept 6. 

*** Archives Nationaleft," F', 4,394. Correspondence of the minbters in 179a and 1793. 
Lists presented by Roland to the convention, on the part of various districts and departmentSt 
containing the names of priests demanding passports to go abroad, those who have goM 
without passports, and of infirm or aged priests in the department asylums. 
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bishop of Barral, athwart bayonets, or like the abb^ Guillon, 
athwart sabres, when they are not struck down, like the abb^ 
Pescheur, by the blows of a gun-stock.* 

It is getting far into the night. The files are too numerous 
and too large; Roland finds that, out of eighty-three, he can 
examine but fifty ; he must hasten on ; leaving the East, his eyes 
again turn to the South. — On this side, too, there are strange 
sights. On the 2d of September, at Chilons-sur-Mame,* M. 
Chanlaire, an octogenarian and deaf, is returning, with his prayer- 
book under his arm, from the Mall, to which he resorted daily to 
read his prayers. A number of Parisian volunteers who meet 
him, seeing that he looks like a devotee, order him to shout, 
«* Vive ia Idberti/*^ Unable to understand them, he makes no 
reply. They then seize him by the ears, and, not marching fast 
enough, they drag him along; his old ears give way, and, ex- 
cited by seeing blood, they cut off his ears and nose, and thus, 
the poor old man dripping with blood, they reach the Hdtel-de< 
ville. At this sight a notary, posted there as sentinel, and who 
is a man of feeling, is horror-stricken and escapes, while the other 
National Guards hasten to shut the iron gates. The Parisians, 
still dragging along their captive, go to the district and then to 
the department bureau "to denounce aristocrats"; on the way 
they continue to strike the tottering old man, who Ms down; 
they then decapitate him, place pieces of his body on pikes, and 
paiade these about Meanwhile, in this same town, twenty-two 
gentlemen ; at Beaune, forty priests and nobles ; at Dijon, eighty- 
three heads of ^miilies, locked up as suspected without evidence 
or examination, and confined at their own expense two months un- 
der pikes, ask themselves every morning whether the populace and 
the volunteers, who shout death cries through the streets, mean 
to release them in the same way as in Paris.' — ^A trifle is suifi- 

lAIbert BabeAO, L 5x5-517. GuiOon de Montl^oo, L laa At Lgrou after Ae toth d 
August the unswoni oooceal themsdYCt; the munidp e Kfy ofien them penpoiti; many who 
oome for them are incaroemted; others receive a passport with a marie 00 it whidi serves for 
their reoognition 00 the road, and which excites against them the fury of tlw vduntaen. 
*« A m^Kinty of the soldiers mkd the air with their cries of '/VoM ib 4m^ ^ 
Saiuaj, IIL ch. ix., and especially p. 193: "M. Pescheur, while running along the road 
from Belfort to Porentruy, is seen by a captain of the volunteers, riding along the same road 
with other officers ; demaDdiag his gun, he aimed at M. Pesdienr and shot him." 

* " Histoize de Chakms-sur-Mame et de ses monument^*' by L. Baibat, pp. 490, 435. 

• " Aichives Nationales," F ', 3,907. Letter of the directory of the C6te d'Or, Aug. 38 and 
Sept a& Address of the Beaune munioipality, Sept a. Letter of M. Jean Sallier, Oct. o 
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dent to provoke a murder. On the 19th of August, at Auxerre 
as the National Guard is marching along, three citizens, after 
having taken the civic oath, *<left the ranks/' and, on being 
called back, "to make them fall in," one, either impatient or m 
ill-humor, "replied with an indecent gesture"; the populace, 
taking it as an insult, instantly rush at them, and shoving asidt 
the municipal body and the National Guards, wound one and 
kill the other two.^ A fortnight after, in the same town, several 
young ecclesiastics are massacred, and "the corpse of one of 
them remains three days on a manure heap, the relatives not 
being allowed to bury it" About the same date, in a village of 
sabo^makers, five leagues from Autun, four ecclesiastics provided 
with passports, among them a bishop and his two grand-vicars, 
are arrested, then examined, robbed, and murdered by the 
peasantry. — Below Autun, especially in the district of Roanne, 
the villagers bum the rent-rolls of national property'; the volun- 
teers put property-owners to ransom; both, apart from each 
other or togeUier, give themselves up "to every excess and to 
every sort of iniquity against those whom they suspect of inch 
isme under pretense of religious opinions." * However obfuscated 

"Allow me to Appeal to you for justice and to interest youndf in behalf of mj brother, mj- 
■eU^ and five servant^ who on the Z4th of September last, at the order of the munidpalily ol 
La Roche-en-Bressy, where we have Uved for three years, were arrested by die natiooal guard 
of Saulieu, and, first imprisoned here in this town, were on the i8th transferred to Semur, no 
reason for our detendon being given, and where we have in vain demanded a trial fixMn the 
directory of die district, which body, making no examination or inquiry into our case, sent ut 
00 the 35th, at great eaqiense, to Dyon, where the department has imprisoned us again with- 
out, as befiire, giving any reason therefor." — ^llie directory of die department wxites " the 
aommunes of the towns and of the country arrest perMns suspected by them, and instead of 
•axing for these themselves, send them to the district" — ^These arbitrary imprisonments mul- 
tiply towards the end of 1793 and early in Z793. The commissaries of the convention arrest 
at Sedan 55 penons in one day; at Nancy, 104 in three weeks; at Arras, more than 1,000 in 
two months ; in the Jura, 4,000 in two months. At Lons-le-Saulnier all the nobles witJi diair 
domestics, at Aix all the inhabitants of one quarter without ezoeptioa an put in posoa (De 
Sybel, II. 305.) 

> "Archives Nationales," F^ 3,176. Letters of the administratois of the Yonne, Aug. so 
and 81. — Ibid,, F^ 3,355. Letter of the commissary, Bonnemant, Sqit. 11.— Mortimer-Taw 
naux. III. 338. — De Lavaleue, "M^moires," L loa 

* " Archives Nationales," F ^ 3.355- Letter of the district^ulministrators of Roanne, Aug. 
18. Fourteen volunteei* of the canton of N^ronde betake themselves to Chenevoux, a man- 
sion belonging to M. Dulieu, a supposed imigri. They exact 300 francs fixMn the keeper oi 
the funds of the house under penalty of death, which he gives them. — Letter of die same. 
Sept II. "Repressive means are daily becoming a nullity, yugu-dt-^aix before whoa 
complaints are made dare not report them, nor tiy dtisens who cause themsdves to be feared. 
Witnesses dare not give testimony for fear of being maltreated or pillaged by these malefee- 
tors." — Letter of the same, Aug. aa.-— Ofiidal report of the municipality of Charlieu, SepL 9. 
on the destruction of die rent-rolls. " We represented to them that not having (brce at com 
mand to of^pose them, since they themselves were the force, we would retire." — ^Letla of aa 
officer of the geadannerie. Sept 9, etc 
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Roland's mind may be by the philosophic generalities with which 
it is filled, he has long inspected manufactures in this country; 
the name of every place is familiar to him ; objects and fonns 
are this time clearly defined to his arid imagination, and he be- 
gins to see things through and beyond mere words. 

Madame Roland rests her finger on Lyons, so familiar to her 
two years before; she becomes excited against "the quadruple 
aristocracy of the town, petty nobles, priests, heavy merchants, 
and limbs of the law ; in short, those formerly known as honest 
folks, according to the insolence of the ancient regime";* she 
now finds there an aristocracy of another kmd, that of the gutter. 
Following the example of Paris, the Lyons clubbists, led by 
Charlier, have arranged for a massacre on a grand scale of the 
evil-disposed or suspected; another ringleader, Dodieu, has 
drawn up a list by name of two himdred aristocrats to be hung; 
on the 9th of September, women with pikes, the maniacs of the 
suburbs, bands of " the unknown," collected by the central club,* 
undertake to clean out the prisons. If the butchery is not equal 
to that of Paris, it is because the National Guard, more ener- 
getic, interferes just at the moment when a Parisian emissary. 
Saint-Charles, reads off a list of names in the prison of Roanne 
already taken firom the prison register. But, in other places, it 
arrives too late. — Eight officers of the Royal- Pologne regiment, 
in garrison at Auch, some of them having been in the service 
twenty and thirty years, had been compelled to resign owing to 
the insubordination of their men ; but, at the express desire of 
the Minister of War, they had patriotically remained at their 
posts, and, in twenty days of laborious marching, they had led 
their regiment firom Auch to Lyons. Three days after their 
arrival, seized at night in their beds, conducted to Pierre-Encize, 
pelted with stones on the way, kept in secret confinement, and 
with firequent and prolonged examinations, all this merely places 
their services and their innocence in stronger light 'Diey are 



* "Ltttres aumtap hes de Mw^y"**y Rdfauid," pabSihed bj i^^^^i t w i>ft * fn ? des 1 
saoMa, 1790). 

> " Arefahci Natbnalety" F', 3,«45.— Letter of die major and munic^ offioen of LyoMb 
Aug. 9.— Letter of the dqrtitj pt x^e m t ur of the oonunoiM^ Aug. 99.— Copj of a letter by 
Dodten, Aug. 27. (Roland replies with consternation and says that there mutt be a prnee 
cudon.)— Oflkial report of the 9th of September, and letter of the munidpafity. Sept ii.-> 
Memorial of die ofiBoen of the Royal-Pologne regiment. Sept 7.— Letter of M. Petlg^y, 
father-in-law of one of the oflicers slain. Sept Z9.— Mortimer*Tenaii3^ IIL 3|ii fiwHInn di 
Montl£on» L 104.— BaDeyder, ** Histoire du peuple de Lyoo," 9s. (T C\C 
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Uken from the prison by the Jacobm populace ; of the eight, 
seven are killed in the street, and four priests along with them, 
while the display of their work by the murderers is still more 
brazen than at Paris. They parade the heads of the dead all 
night on the ends of their pikes; they carry them to the Place 
des Terreaux into the coffee-houses; they set them on the tables 
and derisively offer them beer; they then light torches, enter the 
C^lestins theatre, and, marching on the stage with their trophic^ 
mingle together real and mock tragedy. — ^The epilogue is both 
grotesque and horrible. Roland, at the bottom of the file, finds 
a letter from his colleague, Danton,^ who begs him to release the 
officers, already three months massacred, ''for," says Danton, 
''if no charge can be found against them, it would be crying 
injustice to keep them longer in irons." Roland's derk makes a 
minute on Danton's letter: "This matter disposed of" At this, 
I imagine the couple looking at each other in silence. Madame 
Roland may remember that, at the beginning of the Revolution, 
she herself demanded heads, especially "two illustrious heads," 
and hoped "that the National Assembly would formally try 
them, or that some generous Dedus" would devote himself to 
''striking them down."* Her prayers are granted. The trial is 
about to begin in the regular way, and the Dedus she has 
invoked is everywhere found throughout France. 

The south-east comer remains, that Provence, described to 
him by Barbaroux as the last retreat of philosophy and fivedom. 
Roland follows the Rh6ne down with his finger, and on both 
banks he finds, as he passes along, the usual characteristic mis- 
deeds. — On the right bank, in Cantal and in the Card, "the de- 
fenders of the country" fill their pockets at the expense of rate* 

> " Arduvet Nafionalrt," Letter of Danton, Oct 3. 

* "Etude tor Madame Rohnd," by Danban, 83. Letterof Bffadame Roland to Boec^ July 
86^ 1798. *' Voa busy younelYet wbfa a munidpality and allow heads to eicape idiidi wil 
deriae new homm. You are mere children ; your enthusiasm is merely a ttiaw bonfire! L 
the National Assembly does not try two iUusttious heads in regnlar fbim or some gencnms 
IMdua strike them down, you are all —^'* /jn/.. May 17, 1790: ** Our runl districts an 
much dissatisfied with the decree on feudal privileges. . . A reform is necessary, in which 
more chiteaux must be burnt It would not be a serious evD were diere not some danger el 
die enemies of the Revolution profitbg by diese discontents to lessen the confidence of the 
people in the National Assembly. *'^Sept 37, 1790. "The worst party is socosssflil; it is 
forgotten that insurrection is the most sacred of duties when the coimtiy is in danger.**— 
Jan. 34, Z791. " The wise man shuts his eyes to the grievances or weaknesses of the pthrala 
(ndividual ; but die dtisen should show 00 mercy, even to hb &ther, when die pubttc wil 
tare is at stake." 
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payers designated by themselves;* this forced subscription is 
called "a voluntary gift.** "Poor laborers at Nismes were taxed 
50 francs, others 200, 300, 900, 1,000, under penalty of devasta- 
tion and of bad treatment" In the country near Tarascon the 
volunteers, returning to the old-fashioned ways of brigands, 
brandish the sabre over the mother's head, threaten to smother 
the aunt in her bed, hold the child over a deep well, and thus 
extort from the farmer or proprietor even as much as 4,000 01 
5,000 francs; generally he keeps silent, for, in case of complaint, 
he is sure to have his buildings burnt and his olive trees cut 
down.* — On the left bank, in the Isire, Lieutenant-colonel Spen- 
deler, seized by the populace of Tullins, was murdered, and then 
suspended by his feet to a tree on the roadside; ^ in the Drdme, 
the volunteers of Gard forced the prison at Mont^limart and 
hacked an innocent person to death with a sabre ; * in Vaucluse, 
the pillaging is genend and constant With all public offices in 
their hands, and they alone admitted into the National Guard, 
the old brigands of Avignon, with the municipality for their 
accomplice, sweep the town and raid about the country; in 
town, 450,000 francs of "voluntary gifts'* are handed over to 
the Glaci^e murderers by the friends and relatives of the dead ; 

> "Archives Nadonaks,*' F^ 3,ao3. Report of the commbsMy, member of the Cantal 
^rectory, Oct 34. On the z6th of October at Chaiidesaigues die Tolunteeri break open a 
door and then IdU one of their comiades who opposes them, whom the commissary tries to 
save. The mayor of the place, in uniform, leads them to the dwelUngs of aristocrats, urging 
them on to {nUage ; they enter a number of houses by font and exact wine. The next day 
at Sl Urcise they break into the house of the fijrmer cur^ devastate or pillage it, and "sell 
his furniture to difierent persons in the neighboihood.*' The same treatment is awarded to 
sieur Vaissier, mayor, and to dame Lavalette; thdr cdlaxs are forced open, bands of wbe 
are taken to the public square, fiiucets put in, and drunk. After this " the voltmteers go in 
squads into the ndghboring parishes and compel the inhabitants to give them money or 
efiects." The commissary and municipal officers of St Urcise who tried to mediate were 
nearly killed sod were saved only through die e£forts of a detachment of rq^ular cavalry. Ai 
to the JacoUn mayor of Chaudesajgues, it was natural that he should preach pillage; on ths 
sale of the efiects of the nuns "he kept all bidders away, and had things kn o ck e d down to 
him for almost nothing." 

* "Archives Nadonales," F', 3,3x7. Letter of Castanet, an old gendarme^ Nismes, Aug. 
St.— Letter of M. Griolet, syndic-attorney of the Gard, Sept 8: " I beg, sir, that this lettet 
■my be omsidered as confidential; I ptay you, do not compromise me.*'*~Letter of M. GiUes* 
fmgt^'poix at Rocquemaure, Oct 31 (with official reports). 

* " Archives Nationales," F ', 3.327. Letter of the municipal officers of Tullins, Sept 8. 

* ** Archives Nationales," F', 3,190. Letter of Danton, Oct 9.— Menunial of M. Casimir 
Andlffiret (with documents in support of it). His son had been lodced up by mistake, instead 
of another Audiffiet, belonging to the Comtat ; he was sabred in prnon Aug. 85. Report of 
die surgeon, Oct x^ : "The wounded man lias two gashes more <m the head, one ou the hft 
cfaedc, and die right leg is paralysed ; he has been so roughly treated in carrying him from 
pskon to pdion as to bring on an abscess en the wrist ; if he is kept there he will soon die.'' 
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In the country, ransoms of i,ooo ai.d 10,000 francs are imposed 
on rich cultivators, to say nothing of die orgies of conquest and 
the pleasures of despots, money foiuDly obtained in honor of 
innumerable liberty trees, banquets at a cost of five or six hun- 
dred francs, paid for by extorted funds, revelling of every sort 
and unrestrained havoc on the invaded farms; ^ in short, every 
abuse characteristic of force, delighting in brutality and proud 
of its performances. 

Following this long line of murders and robbery, the Minister 
reaches Marseilles, and I imagine him stopping at this dty some- 
what dumbfounded. Not that he is anywise astonished at pop- 
ular murders; undoubtedly he has had advices of them from 
Aix, Aubagne, Apt, Brignolles, and Eygui^res, while there are a 
series of them at Marseilles, one in July, two in August, and two 
in September;* but this he must be accustomed to. What dis- 
turbs him here is to see the national bond dissolving ; he sees 
departments breaking away, new, distinct, independent, complete 
governments forming on the basis of popular sovereignty ; pub- 
licly and officially, they keep funds raised for the central 
government for local uses; they institute penalties against their 
inhabitants seeking refuge in France; they organise tribunals, 
levy taxes, raise troops, and undertake military expeditions.* 
Assembled together to elect representatives to the Convention, 
the electors of the Bouches-du-Rhdne were, additionally, dis- 
posed to establish throughout the department "the reign of liberty 

■"AzchimNatioDales,'' F', 3,195. Letter of M. Amid, president of the bureau of cqd- 
dliation, Oct 98.— Letter of an inhabitant of Avignon, Oct 7.— Other letters without lignft. 
tares.— Letter of BL Gilles, Jug§-4U-paiXt Jan. S3, 1793. 

sFabrs, *'Histoirs de MaiseiUes," II. 478 and following pages.— **ArchiTes Natiooafes," 
V't 3»i95* Letter of the Minister of Justice, M. de Joly (with supporting documents), Aug; 
6.— Official reports of the Marseilles municipality, July ti, aa, 23.— Official report of the 
miraidpality of Aix, Aug. 34. — Letter of the syndio4Utoniey of the department (widi a letter 
of the miuudpality of Aubagne), Sept aa, etc, in whidi M. Jourdan, a ministerial officer, i^ 
accused of ** aristocracy." A guard is assigned to him. About midnight die guard is over- 
come, he is carried o£i; and then killed in spite of the entreaties of his wife and son. The 
letter of the municipality ends with die following: "Their lamentations piensed our hearts. 
But, alas! who can resist die French people when aroused? We remain, gendesiaa^ very 
cordially yours, the municipal officers of Aubagne.*' 

■IfMuit^wr, XIII. s6a Act passed by the administrators of the Boncbes-dtt.Rhaae, Aug. 
3, " forbidding special collectors from henceforth paying taxes widi die national treasury.**— > 
ihid,, 744. A report by Roland, llie department of Var, having called a meeting of ooso- 
missaries at Avignon to provide for the defense of these regions, the Minister says: " Tfali 
step, subversive of all government, nullifies the general regulations of dia executive povcc" 
—** Archives Nationales," F', 3,195. Deliberation of the three administradve bodiea mmm 
bled at Maisdlles, Nov. 5, 1790. — Peddon of Anadm, a dtirea of Avignoa itridlBg is FhI^ 
Dm. M.-R«P««f *. Srfnt-Rto, .fi^ «c ^..^^^^ by Goo 
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and equality," and to this effect they found, says one of them, 
"an army of 1,200 heroes to purge the districts in which the 
bourgeois aristocracy still raises its bold, imprudent head." Con- 
sequently, at Sonas, Noves, St. R6my, Maillane, Eyrages, Grave- 
son, Eygui^res, extended over the territory consisting of the 
districts of Tarascon, Aries and Salon, these twelve hundred 
heroes are authorised to get a living out of the inhabitants at 
pleasure, while the rest of the expenses of the expedition are to 
be borne " by suspected citizens." ^ These expeditions are pro- 
longed six weeks and more ; one of them goes outside of the 
department, to Monosque, in the Basses-Alpes, and Monosque, 
obliged to pay 104,000 francs to its "saviors and fathers," as an 
indemnity for travelling expenses, writes to the Minister that, 
henceforth, it can no longer meet his impositions. 

What kind of improvised sovereigns are these who have insti- 
tuted perambulating brigandage? Roland, on this point, has 
simply to question his friend Barbaroux, their president and the 
executive agent of their decrees. " Nine hundred persons," Bar- 
baroux himself writes, " generally of slight education, impatiently 
listening to conservatives, and yielding all attention to the effer- 
vescent, cunning in the diffusion of calumnies, petty suspicious 
minds, a few men of integrity but unenlightened, a few enlight- 
ened but cowardly ; many of them patriotic, but without judg- 
ment, without philosophy"; in short, a Jacobin club, and 
Jacobin to such an extent as to "make the hall ring with 
applause' on receiving the news of the September massacre"; in 
the foremost ranks, " a crowd of men eager for office and money, 

1 ** Aichhres Nationales," Oil. I. 33. Official Report of the Electoral Assembly of Bou- 
dMB^u-Rhdiie, Sept 4. << To defray the expenses of thUexpewliture the sytulic-attornesr el 
the district of Tarascon is audiorised to draw upon the collector of stamps and of the registry, 
and in addition thereto on the collector of direct taxa t ion. The expenses of this expedition 
win be borne by the anti-revolutionary agitators who have made it necessary. A list, diero. 
font is to be drawn up and sent to the National Assembly. The commissioners will be em- 
powered to suspend the district administrations, municipal officers, and generally all public 
fiinctionaiies who, through incivitm* or i mp roper conduct, shall have endangered the public 
weaL They may even arrest them as well as suspected dtizens. They will see that the law 
r^anfing the disarming of suspected citixens and the banishment of priests be fiuthfully exe> 
cnted."— /M£, F ^ 3,i95> Letter of Truchement, commissary of the department, Nov. 15.— 
Memorial of the commumty of Eygui&res and letter of the municipality of Eyguiires, Sept 
•3.~Letter of M. Jaubert, secretary of the Salon popular dub, Oct as: *' llie department 
of Boudies-du-Rh6ne has for a month past been ravaged by commissions. . . The des- 
potism of one is ab o K s h fd, and we now sugger under the much more burdensome yoke of a 
crowd of despots.**— Situation of the deparanent in September and October, 1793 (with tap> 

Bts). 

"Mteainib*% 
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eternal denunciators, imagining trouble or exaggerating it to ob- 
tain for themselves lucrative commissions;*^^ in other words, the 
usual pack of hungry appetites in full chase. — Perfectly to com- 
prehend them, Roland has only to examine the last file, that of 
the neighboring departments, and consider their colleagues in 
Var. In this great wreck of reason and of integrity, which is 
termed the Jacobin Revolution, a few stray waife still float on the 
siuface ; many of the department administrations are composed 
of liberals, friends of order, intelligent men, upright and firm de- 
fenders of the law. Such was the Directory of Var.* To get 
rid of it the Toulon Jacobins contrived an ambush worthy of the 
Borgias and Oliverettos of the sixteenth century.' On the 28th 
of July, in the forenoon, Sylvestre, president of the club, dis- 
tributed among his trusty men in the suburbs and purlieus of the 
town an enormous sack of red caps, while he posted his squads 
in convenient places. In the mean time the municipal body, his 
accomplices, formally present themselves at the department 
bureau, and invite the administrators to join them in fraternising 
with the people. The administrators, suspecting nothing, accom- 
pany them, each arm in arm with a municipal officer or delegate 
of the dub. They scarcely reach the square when there rushes 
upon it from every avenue a troop of red-caps lying in wait 
TTie syndic-attorney, the vice-president of the department, and 
two other administrators, are seized, cut down and hung; an- 
other, M. Debaux, succeeding in maldng his escape, hides away, 
scales the ramparts during the night, breaks his thigh and lies 
there on the ground ; he is discovered the next morning ; a band, 

> " Archives Nadonales," F', 3. 196. — Letters and petition of citisen de Sades, Nov., 1793^ 
Feb. X7» 1793, and Ventote 8, year III. : "Towards the middle of Sept, 1799 (old style), 
some Marseilles brigands broke into a house of mine near Apt Not content with canryiBg 
away six loads of furniture . . . they broke the mirrors and wood-work." The damage is 
estimated at 80,000 francs. Report of the executive council according to die oflkial stat»> 
ment of the municipality of Coste. On the aTth of September Montbrion, commisskmer of tht 
administration of Ae Bouches-du-Rh6ne, sends two messengers to fetch the furniture to Ape. 
On reaching Apt Montlvion and his cdleague Bergier have the vehicles imk>aded, putting th« 
most valuable eflSects on one cart, which they appropriate to themselves, and drive awi^ wi& 
it to some distance out of sight, paying the driver out of their own pockets: "No doobr 
whatever exists as to the knaveiy oS Montbrion and Bergier, administratois and mmmiiiiuMi li 
of the administfatiop of the department*'— De Sades, the author of '* Justbe,** pleads Us 
well-known dvism and Uie altm>reTolotionary petitions drawn up by him in the name of dK 
section of the Pikes. 

'"Archives Natlooales,'' F^ ^vf. Read in this file the entire oonespoodeaee of tkt 
d b ec to iy and the public ptu e c c u l or. 

•DeHberatioo of the mnwnwnft of Toakm, July s8 and following dBjs.»Tliat of the thrai 
■dndnistrative bodiei^ Sept la— LmtfergBO^ "Histoire du departBMOt dn Y^m^" 104-137. 
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led by Jassaud, a harbor-laborer, and by Lemaille, calling him 
self "town hanger," come and raise him up, carry him away in 
a barrow, and hang him at the first lantern* Other bands de- 
spatch the public prosecutor in the same fisohion, a district 
administrator, a merchant, and then, spreading over the country, 
pillage and slay among the country houses. — In vain has the 
commandant of the place, M. Dumerbion, entreated the munici- 
pality to proclaim martial law. Not only does it refuse, but it 
enjoins him to order one-half of his troops back to their barracks. 
By way of an ofi&et, it sets free a number of soldiers condemned 
to the galleys, and all that are confined for insubordination. — 
Henceforth every shadow of discipline vanishes, and, in the fol- 
lowing month, murders multiply. M. de Possel, a navy admin- 
istrator, is taken from his dwelling, and a rope is passed around 
his neck; he is saved just in time by a bombardier, the secretary 
of the club. M. Senis, caught in his country-house, is hung on 
the Place du Vieux Palais. Desidery, a captain in the navy, the 
cur6 of La Valette, and M. de Sacqui des Thourets, are decap- 
itated in the suburbs, and their heads are brought into town on 
the ends of three poles. M. de Flotte d'Argenson, vice-admiral, 
a man of Herculean stature, of such a grave aspect, and so 
austere that he is nicknamed the "/^ Etemely^ is treacherously 
enticed to the entrance of the Arsenal, where he sees the lantern 
already dropping; he seizes a gun, defends himself^ jrields to 
numbers, and after having been slashed with sabres, is hung. 
M. de Rochemaure, a major-general of marines, is likewise 
sabred and hung in the same manner ; a main artery in the neck, 
severed by the blow of the sabre, spouts blood from the corpse 
and forms a pool on the pavement ; Barry, one of the execu- 
tioners, Mrashes his hands in it and sprinkles the by-standers as if 
bestowing a blessing on them. — ^Barry, Lemaille, Jassaud, Syl- 
vestre, and other leading assassins, the new kings of Toulon, 
sufficiendy resemble those of Paris. Add to these a certain 
Figon, who gives audience in his garret, straightens out social 
inequalities, forces the daughters of large formers to many poor 
republicans, and rich young men to marry prostitutes,^ and, 

I ••Soinr«nin»'' (manntoM of li. X . M. X and Ut wife, stopped In Pfem^, 

wsfe broni^ to Paris bj • member of the commiinf, a small, baady-lesged feOov forawrly a 
cliaii4etter in Us parisli chmdi, imbued with the doctrines of the day and a detennhied k?. 
dki^ AttfaaviBaiieof Saialhatibey pM ie d the house of M. dt liwy, a lidi aan tq|oybf 
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taking the lists furnished by the club or neighboring municipal- 
ities, ransoming all the well-to-do and opulent persons inscribed 
on them. In order that the portraiture of the band may be com- 
plete, it must be noted that, on the 23d of August, it attempted 
to set free the sixteen hundred convicts ; the latter, not compre- 
hending that they were wanted for political allies, did not dare 
sally forth, or, at least, the reliable portion of the National 
Guard arrived in time to put their chains on again. But here 
its efforts cease, while for more than a year public autliority 
remains in the hands of a faction which, as far as public order is 
concerned, does not even entertain the sentiments of a convict 
More than once during the course of this long review the 
Minister must have been conscious of a blush of shame ; for, to 
the reprimands despatched by him to these lisdess administra- 
tions, they reply by citing himself as an example: "You desire 
us to bring arbitrary arrests before the public prosecucor; have 
you denounced similar and yet greater crimes committed at the 
capital ? " * — From all quarters come the cries of the oppressed 
appealing to "the patriot Minister, the sworn enemy of anarchy," 
to "the good and incorruptible Minister of the Interior, . . . 
his only reproach, the good sense of his wife," and his sole 
return for this is condolence and dissertations : "To lament the 
events which so grievously distress the province, all administra- 
tions being truly useful when they forestall evils, it being very 
sad to be obliged to resort to such remedies, and recommend to 
them a more active supervision." ' "To lament and find conso- 
lation in the observations made in the letter," which announces 
four murders, but calls attention to the &ct that "the victims im- 
molated are anti-revolutionists."' He has carried on written 

IB iaoome of 50^009 fianob and dM lover of Samuer, an openMSanoer. "He is a good fel- 
bir," ciriainw the bandy-legged cooductor: " we have just made him many. Look here, 
wt aid to Urn, it is dme that was pat a stop tot Down with pi^udicesl Bfaiquiaes and 
danocn oui^t to many each other. He made her his wife, and it is wdl he £d; otherwise 
^ would have been done for before diis, or caged behind die Luxembooig walls."— Bls»> 
%hw^ on pasiing a chiteau in progre ss of demolition, die fonner chair4etter quotes Rous. 
Nan: "For cvecychAtean that fiiUs, twenty cottages rise in its place.** His mind was stored 
with similar phiases and tirades, uttered by him as die oocaaian wananted. TUs man may 
M cwmfclBfad as an exoellent specimen of die STerage Jacobin. 

i''AiiMr«tNadoBales,''F', 3,307. Letter of the administratoa of die C6te d'Or to die 
IHrii— ; Oct 6k S79S. 

•""Aiddvct Nadooales,** F^ 3,195. Letter of the adndnistratacs of the Boucbes-dis- 
Rbflaa^ Oct w^ and the Minister's answer on the mvgln. 

••'AiiMresNationales,"F',3,a49- Letttr of die adminifhitnn of dn Onii^ Sept y, and 
iM mdiler's reply noted on the nuiigiB. 
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dialogues with the village municipalities, and given lessons in 
constitutional law to commimities of pot-breakers.^ But, on this 
territory, he is defeated by his own principles, while the pure 
Jacobins read him a lesson in turn ; they, likewise, are able to 
deduce the consequences of their own creed. "Brother and 
Friend, Sir," write those of Rouen, "«^/ to be always at the knees 
of the municipality^ we have declared ourselves permanent, delib- 
erative sections of the Commime." * Let the so-called consti- 
tuted authorities, the formalists and pedants of the Executive 
Council and the Minister of the Interior, look twice before cen- 
suring the exercise of popular sovereignty. This sovereign lifts 
its voice and drives its clerks back into their holes; spoliation and 
murder, all is just that it has done. " Can you have forgotten 
that, after the tempest, as you yourself declared in the height 
of the storm, it is die nation which saves itself? Well, sir, this 
is what we have done.^ . . What I when all France was 
resounding with that long expected proclamation of the abolition 
of tyranny, you were willing that the traitors, who strove to re- 
establish it, should escape public prosecution! My God, what 
century is this in which we find such Ministers!" Arbitrary 
taxes, penalties, confiscations, revolutionary expeditions, nomadic 
garrisons, pillagings, what fault can be found with all that? 
**We do not pretend that these are legal ways; but, drawing 

* "Ardiives Nationalct,** F% 3(349. C<vreqKmdence with the municqMJity of St flmiB 
(Oise). Letter of Rohmd, Dec. 3: " I have read the letter addreased to me on the 35th of 
the past month, and I cannot conceal from you the pain it gives me to find in it principles so 
destructive of all the ties of sub<»dination existing between constituted audiorities, prindplet 
•o erroneous that should the communes adopt them every form of government wmild be im- 
possible and all society broken up. Can the commune of St. Firmin, indeed, have perraaded 
itself that it is sovereign, as the letter states? and have the dtisens composing it fo rgotten 
diat the sovereign is the entire nation, and not the forty-four thousandth part of it? diat St 
Firmin is ^mply a fraction of it, contributing its share to endowing the deputies of the Ni^ 
tkoal Conventioo, the administratocs of departments and districts with the power of acting 
for the greatest advantage of the commune, but wdiich, the moment it elects its own adminis- 
trators and agents can no longer revoke the powers it has bestowed, without a total subver. 
sicm <tf order? etc.'* All the doctiments belongbg to this affidr ought to be given ; diere is 
nothing more instructive or ludicrous, and especially the style of the secretary-cleric " We 
coajure you to remember that the admi nis lra lo ra of the district of Senla strive to play the pit 
of die sirens who sought to enchant Ulysses.," 

'Letter of the cential bureau of the Rouen sections, Aug. 3a 

* **■ Archives Nationales," F ', 3,195. Letter of the three administradve bodies and oon- 
missaries of the sections of MaradQes, Nov. 15, 1793. Letter of the electors of BoucheSi^da- 
Rhfine, Nov. a& — (Fonns of politeness are omitted at the end of these letters, and no doubt 
purposelv.) Roland replies (Dec. 31) : " While folly admiring the dvism of the brave Mar> 
seilles people, . . I do not fully agree with you on the esEerdse of popular sovereignty." 
He ends by stating that all their letters with replies bave been transmitted to thedepu* 
ties of the BouchesKlu-Rh6oe, and that the latter 9n in accord with him and will ar« 
range mauen. Digitized by GoOgk 
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nearer to nature, we demand what object the oppressed have in 
view in invoking justice. Is it to lag behind and vainly pursue 
an equitable adjustment which is rendered fleeting by judicial 
forms ? Correct these abuses or do not complain of the sovereign 
people suppressing them in advance. . . . You, sir, with so 
many reasons for it, would do well to recall your insults and 
redeem the wrongs you have inflicted before we happen to ren- 
der them public." ..." Citizen Minister, people flatter you ; 
you are told too often that you are virtuous ; the moment this 
gives you pleasure you ce^ to be so. . . . Discard the 
astute brigands who surround you, listen to the people, and re- 
member that a citizen Minister is merely the executor of the sover- 
eign will of the people." However narrow Roland may be, he 
must finally comprehend that the innumerable robberies and 
murders which he has conned over are not a thoughtless erup- 
tion, a passing crisis of delirium, but a manifesto of the victori- 
ous party, the beginning of an established regimen. Under this 
system, write the Marseilles Jacobins, "to-day, in our happy 
region, the good rule over the body and form a body which allows 
no contamination ; whatever is vicious is in concealment or exter- 
minatedy — ^The prognunme is very precise, and acts form its 
commentary. This is the programme which the fection, through- 
out the interregnum, sets openly before the electors. 
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CHAPTER XL 

I. The Moond stage of the Jacobin conquest.-— The importanoe and nnl 
titiide of Tscant offices. — II. The elections.— The young and the pooi 
fanrited to the ballot-box.— Danger of the Conservatives if candidates.— 
Their chiefe absent themselves. — Proportion of absentees at the primarjr 
assemblies. — III. Composition and tone of the secondary assemblies. — Ex- 
clusion of ''Feoillant" electors. — Pressure on other electors. — Persons 
dected by the Conservatives obliged to resign. — Elections by the Catholics 
cancelled. — Secession of the Jacobin minorities. — ^The election of their men 
made valid. — Public opinion not in accord with official selections. — ^IV. 
Composition of the National Convention. — ^Number of Montagnards at the 
start — Opinions and sentiments of the deputies of the Plain. — ^The Gironde. 
—Ascendency of the Girondists in the Convention. — Their intellectual 
character. — Their principles. — ^The plan of their Constitution. — ^Their £uiat- 
icism. — ^Their sincerity, culture and tastes. — How they differ from pure 
Jacobins. — How they comprehend popular sovereignty. — ^Their stipulations 
with regard to the initiative of individuals and of groups. — ^Weakness of phil- 
osophic thought and of parliamentary authority in times of anarchy. — ^V. 
Opinion in Paris. — ^The majority of the population constitutional. — ^The new 
regime unpopular. — Scarcity and dearness of food. — Catholic customs ob- 
structed. — Universal and increasing discontent — ^Aversion or indifference 
to the Girondists. — Political resignation of the majority. — Modem customs 
incompatible with pure democracy. — Men of property and income, manu- 
facturers and tradesmen, keep aloo£ — ^Dissensions, timidity and feebleness 
of the Conservatives. — ^The Jacolnns alone form the sovereign people. — VI. 
Composition of the party. — Its numbers and quality decline. — ^The Under- 
Dngs. — Idle and dissipated workmen. — The suburban rabble. — Bandits and 
blackguards.— Prostitutes. — The September actors. — VII. The ruling rep- 
resentative man. — His mental character and compass. — ^The political ideas 
of M. Saule. 



We now reach die second stage of the Jacobin conquest 
After August lo the Jacobins, for three consecutive months, ex- 
tend and multiply all vacancies from the top to the bottom of the 
hierarchy, for the purpose of filling them with their own men.-* 
In the first place, the &ction installs representatives on th« i 
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mits of public authority which represent itself alone, seven hun- 
dred and forty-nine omnipotent deputies, in a Convention which, 
curbed neither by collateral powers nor by a previously estab- 
lished constitution, disposes at pleasure of the property, the Uvea 
and the consciences of all French people. — After this, through 
this scarcely installed convention, it decrees the complete renewal * 
of all administrative and judicial bodies, councils and directories 
of departments, councils and Commune municipalities, dvil, 
criminal and commercial tribunals, justices and their assistants in 
the lower courts, deputies of the justices, national commissaries 
of the civil courts, with secretaries and bailiff belongmg to the 
various tribunals and administrations.* The oUigation of having 
practiced as a lawyer is abolished by the same stroke, so that the 
first comer, if he belongs to the club, may become a judge with- 
out knowing how to write, and even without being able to read.* 
— ^Just before this the staflf of the National Guard, in all towns 
above fifty thousand souls, and afterwards in all the towns on 
the frontier, has again passed through the electoral sieve.* In 
like manner, the officers of the gendarmerie at Paris and through- 
out France once more undergo an election by their men. 
Finally, all post-masters and post-office comptrollers have to 
submit to election. — ^Again, this administrative weeding reaches 
all functionaries and employees not elective alongside of or be- 
low those who are, no matter how insignificant their service may 
be, however feebly and indirectly their office may be connected 
with political matters, such as tax receivers and assessors, direct- 
ors and other agents of streams and forests, engineers, notaries, 
attorneys, clerks and scribes belonging to the administrative 
bureaus, all of whom are subject to dismissal if they do not ob- 
tain a certificate of civism from their municipality : at Troyes, 

iDnrersier, *'CoDectioodeslobetdtoets,''decraMorSept n udOct i9kX79a. TIm 
dectoral asiemblies and dubt had already proceeded b many placet to renew on their ornm 
authority the decree rendering their appointments vafid. 

* The necessity of placing Jacobins eveiywhere is well shown b the foUowbg letter! 
** Please designate by a cross, on the maxgb of die jury-pand for your district; diose Jao» 
bins that it win do to put on Uie list of aoo for the next quarter. We require patriots.** (Let 
ter from die attXHrney-general of Doubs, Dec. 33, 1799. Sauiay, III. saa) 

* Potion, *< M^moires " (Ed. Dauban), p. xx8 : " The justice who accompanied m 
talkative, but could not speak a word of French. He told me dut he had been as 
before he became a justice, havbg taken this ofi&ce on patriodc grounds. He 1 
draw up a statement and give me a guard of two gendarmes: he did not know how, to I dfc 
fated to him what to say; but my patience was severely taxed by his ittcrodiifyrfmr wriiji^ * 

* Peeress of July t^ Aug. 15 and ao^ Sept. 36^ 179^ 
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out of 6fteen notaries, it is refused to four,* which leaves four 
places to be filled by their Jacobin clerks. At Paris,* " all honest 
folks, all clerks who are educated," are driven out of the navy 
offices; the war department is getting to be "a den where every- 
body on duty wears a red cap, where all thee-and-thou each 
other, even the Minister, where four hundred employees, among 
which are a number of women, show off in the dirtiest dress, 
affect the coolest cynicism, do nothing, and steal on all sides." — 
Under the denunciation of the clubs, the broom is applied even 
at the bottom of the hierarchical scale, even to secretaries of 
village mayoralties, to messengers and call-boys in the towns, to 
jail-keepers and door-keepers, to beadles and sextons, to foresters, 
field-custodians, and others of this class.^ All these persons must 
be, or appear to be. Jacobin ; otherwise, their place slips away 
firom them, for there is always some one to covet it, apply for it 
and take it. — Outside of employees the sweeping operation 
reaches the commissariat ; even here there are the faithfiil to be 
provided for, and nowhere is the bait so large. The State, in 
ordinary times, is always the largest of consumers, and, at this 
moment, it is expending monthly, merely on the war, two hun- 
dred millions extra. What fish may be caught in these disturbed 
waters I * All these lucrative orders as well as paid employees 

■ Decree of Nov. i» 1793. — ^Albert Babeau, IL 14, 39, 4a 

'Dumouriez, IIL 309, 355. — ^Miot de MeUto» "MfoiolreB,'' 1. 31, 33.— Gouvemear Monis, 
letter of Feb. 14, 1793: *'The state of disorganisatbn appeaxB to be inemedkUe. The venal' 
by is such that, if there be no traitors, it is because the enemy have not common senae." 

s " Archives Natkmales," F ', 3,968. Letter of the municipal officeis of Rambouillet, Oct 
3^ 1793. They denounce a petition of the Jacobins of die town, who strive to deprive forty 
foresters of their places, nearly all with fiunihes, ' on account of their once having been in the 
pay of apei;]uied king."— Arnault ("Souvenin d'un sexag^naire"), II. 15. He resigns a 
•man place he had in the tustgnat manufiictor % because, he says, ''the most insignificant 
pbee bemg sought for, he found himself exposed to every kind of denunciation.'' 

^Dumouries, III. 339. — Meillan, "M6moires," 27. "Eight days after his installation as 
Minister of War, Beumonville confessed to me that he had been ofiered sums to the amount 
of 500^000 firancs to lend himself to embezxlements." He tries to sweep out the vermin of 
stealing emi^yees, and is forthwith denounced by Marat — Barbaroux, "M^moires" (Ed. 
Dauban). (Letter of Feb. 5, 1793.) "I found the Minister of the Interior in tears at the 
obstinacy of Vieilz, who wanted him to violate the law of Oct 12, Z79Z (on promotion).*' 
Vldlz had been in the service cmly four months, instead of five years, as the law required, and 
the Minister did not dare to make an enemy of a man of so much influence in the clubs. 
Buchez et Roux, XXVIII. 19 (" Publication des pieces relative:^ au 31 Mai," at Caen, by 
Bergoing, June a8, 1793) : " My friend learned that the place had been given to another, 
who had paid 50 iouis to the deputy. — The places in the bureaus, the armies, the adminbtra 
tions and commissioiu are estimated at 9,000. The depudcs of the Mountain have exclusive 
disposal of them and aet their price on them, the rates being almost publicly stated." The 
number greatly increases during the following year (Mallet-Dupan, II. 56, March, 1794). 
**Tlw public empk)yees at the capital alone amount to 35,00a" 
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are at the disposition of the Jacobin people, and it makes the 
distribution of them ; it is a lawful proprietor, who comes home 
after a long absence and gives or withdraws his custom as he 
pleases, while he makes a clean sweep in his own household. — 
The administrative and judicial services alone number 1,300,000 
places, all those in the treasury department, in that of public 
works, in that of public ediication, and in the Church ; all posts 
in the National Guard and in the army, from that of commander- 
in-chief down to a drummer; the whole of the central or local 
power, with the vast patronage flowing from this. Never was 
a pile of similar booty got together at one time on a public 
square. Lots will be drawn, apparently, by vote ; but it is clear 
enough that the Jacobins have no idea of surrendering their 
prey to the chances of a free ballot ; they mean to keep it as 
they got it, by force, and will leave no stone unturned to control 
the elections. 

IL 

They begin by opening the way for themselves. From the 
first day ^ a decree has suppressed die feeble and last guarantee 
which the law required in relation to the independence, good- 
standing and competency of the elector and the Eligible. There 
must no longer be any distinction between active and passive 
citizens; there must be no difference between the qualification 
tax of an elector of the first degree and that of the second de- 
gree; no electoral qualification whatever. All Frenchmen, except 
domestics, of whom they are distrustful, supposmg them under 
their employer's influence, may vote at the primary assemblages, 
and no longer at the age of twenty-five, but at twenty-one, which 
brings to the polls the two most revolutionary groups, on the one 
hand the young, and on the other the indigent, the latter in pro- 
digious numbers in these times of no work, dearth and poverty, 
amounting in all to two millions and a half, and, perhaps, three 
millions of new electors. At BesanQon the number of the reg- 
istered is doubled.* — ^Thus are the usual clients of the Jacobins 
admitted within the electoral pale, firom which they had luthertc 
been excluded,* and, to ensure their coming, their patrons decide 

■ Decree of Aug. ix, xa, 1793. 

> Saiuay, II L 45. The number increases from 3,200 to 7,00a 

■Dunuid-Maillane, "Mtooiies,"pi. 30: ''This proceeding conrened the Fiench profo 
iviiU, which had no property or tenacity, into the dominant party at dectorai asMublages. 

o 
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that every elector obliged to leave his abiding-place "shall re- 
ceive twenty sous mileage," besides " three francs per diem for 
his sojourn." ' 

In gathering together their patrons they at the same time keep 
away their adversaries. Political brigandage, through whidi 
they dominate and terrify France, has already provided for that 
So many arbitrary arrests and impunished murders are a warning 
to all candidates unwilling to join their sect ; and I do not allude 
here to the nobles or friends of the ancient regime that have fled 
or are in prison, but to the Constitutionalists and the Feuillants. 
Any electoral enterprise on their part would be madness, almost 
a suicide. Accordingly, none of them step to the front If any 
discreditable conservative, like Durand-Maillane, appears on the 
list, it is because the revolutionists have adopted him without 
knowing him, and because he is a sworn enemy to royalty.* The 
rest, who are more frank, and not disposed to don the popular 
livery and resort to dub patronage, carefully stay away ; they 
know too well that to do odierwise would mark their heads for 
pikes and their homes for pillage. At the very moment of de- 
positing the vote the domains of several deputies are sacked 
simply because, "on the comparative lists of seven calls by 
name," sent to the departments from Paris by the Jacobins, their 
names are found on the right* — ^Through an excess of precau- 
tion the Constitutionalists of the Legislative body are kept at the 
capital, their passports being refused to them to prevent them 
from returning into the provinces and obtaining votes by publidy 
stating the truth in relation to the recent revolution. — In like 
manner, all conservative journals are suppressed, reduced to 

. . The Tariout dubs qtabHthed in Fnnoe (woe) dien maiten of tha dectiaaa.'* In the 
nouchcs-du-Rhdne "400 electon in MarBdlht, one-aixth of whom had not tha income of • 
nlver marc, despotically oontroDed our Electoral Assembly. Not a voice was allowed to be 
ndaed against them. Only those were elected whom Baibaroaz designated." 

' Decree of Aug. 11, la, ** Archives Nadonales," GIL 58 to 76. Oflkial report of the Hee- 
toral Assembly of the Rhdne.et-Loire, held at St Etieane. The deetofs of St Etisnoe 
lemand remooeratiao die same as the othen, considering that they gave their time in tlie 
same way. Granted. 

* "Archives Natsoosles," OIL i to 3a. Ofiicial report of the Etectond Assembly of the 
Booches-do-Rhdne, speech by Durand-Maillane: *'CoaId I in the National Co n vention be 
otherwise than I have been in rdation to the fonner Louis XVI., who, after his flight on the 
sad of June, appeared to me unworthy of the throne? Can I do otherwise than abhor roy> 
alty, after so many of our regal crimes?'* 

• M^mUtmr, XIII. 693, session of Sept 8, speech by Lariviire.— "Archives Nationales,** 
CII. s to 83. (The official reports make frequent mention of the despatch of diis comparativt 
Itt, and die Jacobins who send it request the Electoral Assembly to have it read ibrthwitik* 
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sflence, or compelled to turn palinodists. — Now, when one has 
no organ for discussion, nor candidate for representative, of 
what use is it to vote ? And especially, since the primary as- 
semblies are places of disorder and violence,^ patriots alone, in 
many places, being admitted,* a conservative being "insulted 
and overwhelmed with numbers," and, if he utters an opinion, 
exposed to danger, also, if he remains silent, incurring the risk 
of denunciations, threats, and blows. To keep in the back- 
ground, remain on one side, avoid being seen, and to strive to 
have it forgotten that one exists, is the rule under a pacha, and 
especially when this pacha is the commonalty. Hence the ab- 
senteeism of the majority; around the ballot-box there is an 
enormous void. At Paris, in the election of mayor and munici- 
pal officers, the ballottings of October, November and December 
collect together only 14,000 out of 160,000 registered voters, then 
10,000, and, again, 7,000.' At Besan9on, 7,000 registered voters 
result in less than 600; there is the same proportion in other 

> RAif do laBketomiM, ««Lm Nuits de Paris," Night X. pw 301 : "PriuMuyaaMiiibUMwen 
toon fonoed, the intriguers were active, dectors were nrnninatrd, and duough die tIcmnis 
ayttem adopted to die secdons, uproar todc die phioe of a minority of Yoioet." C£ Schmidt, 
"Tableaux de la lUrolution Fkaafaise^" 1. 98. Letter oIlDamour, Hoe-president of die seo- 
tion of the ThtttrcFrangais, Oct 99.— "Un S^our en FkaDce," p. 99. "The primary 
asaea4)Ues are afaeadjr b^un In dds department (Pas^le>Ca]a!s). We happened to enter a 
chnvh, where we foimd young Robeqiiefve haranguing an audience as small b point of nua- 
ber as k was in that of respectability. In other respects noise made up far all deficSencfes." 

'Albert Babeau, L 5x8. At TVoyes, Aug. a6^ die revolutionists in most of tlie sections 
hare it dedded that therelatioiis of an imiif4t designated as hostages ana the signen of roy- 
alist addresses, shall not be entitled to vote: "The soTsreign people in their primary assem- 
bly may admit among its members only pare dtisens against whom dien is not tiie "^g****^ 
reproach " (resolndon of the Madeleine sectloa).— Sanny* III. 47, 49 and fallowing pages. 
At Qubgey, Aug. a6^ LouvoC^ wotldng tlie Oiatiflon furna ces , along with a himdred of Us 
men anned widi dubs, keeps away from tlie ballol-boz the eleclon of tlm commuoe of Coniw 
ccOes, "suQMCted of MoMrMt."— "Ardiires Nationales," H, 3,siy. Letters of GiDes, 
justice in the canton of Roquemanre (Gard), Oct 31, 2799^ and Jan. 83, 1793, on die dec- 
tond prooeedbgs employed in this canton: Dutour, president of the dub, left his chair to 
support die motion for "lanterning" the cross-grdned and all false patriots. . . On the 
4th of November "he farced oootribudons by threatening to cut off heads and destroy 
bouses." He was elected>itf»-^^*^*— Another, Ifag^ " approved of the motion for set- 
ting up a gallows, provided that it was not pUced in front of his windows, and stated openly 
in the dub thatif people followed die law they would never aocompBsh anything to be remens- 
bexed." He was dected member of the department di rectory . — A ddrd. Founder, "wrote 
that the gifts which dtisens made to save their fives were voluntaiy gifts.*' He Is made a 
department councillor. " Peaceable dtisens are storing their fomiture In safe places in order 
to take to flight . . There is no security in France ; the ei^thet of aristocrat, of Feuillaa^ 
of moderate affixed to die most honest dtisen*< name suffices to make him an otject of spoli»> 
tion and to expose him to losing his life. . . I insist on regarding the false idea whidi Is 
current In idation to popular soverdgnty as the prindpal cause of the existing anardiy.'* 

•Schmkh, "Pftriser Zustande," I. 50 and following pages.— Mortimer-Teniaux, V. 95, 
so9b 117, ia9> (Ballot of Oct 4, 14,137 voters; Oct 22, 14,006: Nov. 19, 9,800; Nov. ?• 
as^Mj; Urn. < 7,06^) ~ 
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towns, as, for example, in Troyes. In like manner, in the rural 
cantons, east of Doubs and west of Loire- Inf^rieure, but one- 
tenth of the electors dare exercise their right to vote.* The 
electoral spring is so exhausted, so often disturbed, and so stop- 
ped up as to be almost dry : in these primary assemblies which, 
directly or indirectly, delegate all public powers, and which, in 
the expression of the common will, should be full, fJter^ arc lack- 
ing six mUUons three hundred thousand electors out of seven 
milUons, 

III. 

Through this anticipated purgation the assemblies of the first 
degree find themselves, for the most part, Jacobin ; consequently 
the electors of the second degree, appointed by them, are, for 
the most part. Jacobin ; in many departments, their assembly be- 
comes the most anarchical, the most turbulent, and the most 
usurping of all the clubs. Here there is only shouting, denun- 
ciations, oath-takings, incendiary motions, cheerings which carry 
all questions, fiuious speeches by Parisian commissaries, by dele- 
gates from the local club, by passing Federates, and by female 
wretches demanding arms.* The Pas-de-Calais assemblage sets 
firee and applauds a woman imprisoned for having beaten a 
drum in a mob. Tlie Paris assembly firatemises with the Ver- 
sailles slaughterers and the assassins of the mayor of Etampes. 
The assembly of the Bouches-du-Rhdne gives a certificate of 
^/irtue to Jourdan, the Glacifere murderer. The assembly ot 

> Sfttusy, IIL 45, 4^ nx.^A]beft Babeau, L 5x7.— Lalli^, *<Le district de MacfaooooU*' 
S35.— Cf. in the abor^ the histofj of the efectknu of St Afiique : out of more than 600 regb* 
teted dectois the mayor and symflc^ttoraey are elected by forty rotes.~The fiHUcHt of 
September, 1795, on the coBStitntion of the year III. calk out onty 958,000 voten. Repug- 
nance to voting still exists. " Ninety times out of a hundred, on odung: ' Qtizcn, how did 
the Ekctoral AssemUy of yoor canton go off? * he would reply (in patois) : ' Me, dtisen t 
why should I go there ? They had a good deal of trouble in getting along tx^ether.' Or, 
' What would you T There were not many there : honest people stayed at home I ' " (Meise* 
oer, "Voyage i Paris," towards die end of 1795.) 

> " Archires Nationales,'* CII. i to 76^ passim, especially the offidal reports of the assent 
bifes of the Bouches^u-Rhdne, H^ult and Paris. Speech by Barbarous to the Electoral 
AssemUy of the Bouches-dupRhAne : ** Brothers and friends, liberty will perish if yoa do not 
dect men to d>e National Convention whose hearts are filled with hatred of royalty. . . 
Mine is the soul of a freeman ; ever sbce my fourth year it has been nourished 00 hatred to 
kings. I win relieve France from this det esm Me race, or I will die in the attempt Befim I 
leave you I will sign my own deadi-wamat, I wiU designate what I love most, I will show 
you all my possessions, I will lay a dagger ep die table which shaO pieice my heart If ever fri 
ytk instant I prove false to the cause of the people ! *' (session of Sept 3).~Guilloa dt Meat 
V6on, L I'^—SsMMKf, IIL 14a 
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Seine-et-Mame applauds the proposal to cast a cannon which 
might contain the head of Louis XVI. for a cannon-ball to be 
fired at the enemy. — It is not surprising that an electoral 
body without self-respect should respect nothing, and practice 
self-mutilation under tiie pretext of pxuification.* The object of 
the despotic majority was to reign at once, without any contest, 
on its own authority, and to expel all ofifensive electors. At Paris, 
in the Aisne, in Haute-Loire. in lUe-et-Vilaine, in Maine-et- 
Loire, it excludes as imworthy the members of old Feuillants 
and monarchical clubs, and the signers of constitutionalist pro- 
tests. In H6rault it cancels the elections in the canton of 
Servian, because the ilus^ it says, are "mad aristocrats." In 
Ome it drives away an old Constituent, Goupil de Pr^feln, be- 
cause he voted for the revision, also, his son-in-law, because he 
is his son-in-law. In the Bouches-du-Rh6ne, where the canton 
of Seignon, by mistake or through routine, swore " to maintain 
the constitution of the kingdom," it sets aside these retrograde 
ilus^ commences proceedings against the "crime committed," 
and sends troops against Noves because the Noves elector, 
a justice who is denounced and in peril, has escaped from 
the electoral den. — After the purification of persons it pro- 
ceeds to the purification of sentiments. lAt Paris, and in, at 
least, nine departments,* and in contempt of the law, it sup- 
presses the secret ballot, the last refiige of timid conservatives, 
and imposes on each elector a public vote by word of mouth, cm 
his name being called ; that is to say, if he does not vote as he 
ought to, he has the lantern before him.^ { Nothing could more 
surely convert hesitation and indecision into good sense, while, in 
many a place, still more powerfiil machinery is violently opposed 

■Dunoid-Maillane, I. 33. In the Electoral Assembly of the Bonches-du-Rhdoe "then 
was a desire to Idll an elector suspected of aristocracy." 

* Mortimer-Temaux, IV. 53. "Archives Nationales," CII. i to 3a. — Ofllcial report of the 
Ebctoral Assembly of Bouchea-du-Rhdne. Speech by Pierre Bayle, SepL 3 : *'That man b 
not free who tries to conceal his conscience in the shadow of a vote. The Romaoa qpenly 
elected their tribunes. . . Who amongst us would reject so wise a measure T Thg goBtr^ 
in 0/ tkt Naiumdl Asttmtfy fufve had as much t6 do with fotUHng ikt Rtvpimthi^ m» tk§ 
hmfonftt ^^irwis."— In Setne-ei-Mame the Assembly at first dedded for the secret vote ; 
at tha request of the Paris commissaries, Ron^n and Lacrux, it rescinds its dedsioii and 
adopts voting aloud and by calL 

s Baibaroux, " M^moires," 379 : " One day, on proceeding to the dectiona, tumaltuoai 
shouts break out: ' That is an anti-revolutionist ttoax Aries, hang him I ' An Arksian hadL 
indeed, been arrested on the square, brought into the Assembly, and tbej were lettlBg dowi 
die lantern to run him up." 
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to the elections. 'At Paris the elections are carried on in the 
midst of atrocities, under the pikes of the butchers, and con 
ducted by their instigators. JAt Meaux and at Rheims the 
electors in session were within hearing of the screeches of the 
murdered priests. At Rheims the butchers themselves ordered 
the electoral assembly to elect their candidates, Drouet, the 
famous post-master, and Armonville, a tipsy wool-carder, upon 
which one-half of the assembly withdrew, while the two candi- 
dates of the assassins are elected. At Lyons, two days after the 
massacre, the Jacobin commander writes to the Minister : " Yes- 
terday's catastrophe puts the aristocrats to flight, and ensures ua 
the majority in Lyons." ^ JFrom universal suffirage thus sub- 
jected to so much sifting, submitted to such heavy pressure, 
heated and refined in the revolutionary alembic, those who 
control it obtain all they want, a concentrated extract, the quin- 
tessence of the Jacobin spirit. | 

And yet, should this extract not seem to them sufficiently 
strong, wherever tliey are sovereign, they throw it away and be- 
gin over again. At Paris,* by means of a purifying and surplus 
ballot, the new Council of the Commune undertakes the expul- 
sion of its lukewarm members, while d'Ormesson, the mayor 
elect of the moderates, is assailed with so many threats that, on 
the verge of his installation, he resigns. At Lyons,' another 
moderate, Nivifere-Chol, twice elected, and, by 9,000 out of 
1 1,000 votes, is twice compelled to abandon his place; after him, 
Gilibert, the physician, who, supported by the same voters, is 
about to obtain the majority, is seized suddenly and cast into 
prison ; even in prison, he is elected ; the dubbists confine him 
there more rigidly, and do not let him out even after extorting 
his resignation. — Elsewhere in the rural cantons, for example, in 
Franche-Comt6,* a number of elections are cancelled when the 
person elected happens to be a Catholic The Jacobin minority 
fi-equently secede, meet in a tavern, elect their mayor or justice 

> Mortuner-Tenmnx, III. 338. — De Sybel, "Histoire de TEurope pendant la Revolution 
Fran^aiae " (Doaqnet'a translation), I. 535. (Correspondence of the army of the Sooth, letter 
by Charles de Hene, cmnniandtng the regular troops at Lyons.; 

> Mortimer>Tenuuix» V. loi, 123 and following page^ 
•Gninon de MontMon, I. 17a, 196 and following pages. 

^Sauxay, IIL aao and following pages.— Albert Babeau, II. 15. At Troy«% two 1 
elected re&se In torn. At the third ballot in this town of from 39,000 to 3S^ooo 1 
nsyor-elect obtains 400 out of 555 votes. 
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of die peace, and the validity of his election is secured because 
he is a patriot; so much the worse for that of the majority, whose 
more numerous votes are null because given by " Katies." — 
The response of universal sufl5age thus appealed to cannot be 
other than that which is framed for it. Indisputable facts are 
to show to what extent this response is compulsive or perverted, 
what a distance there is between an official choice and public 
opinion, how the elections give a contrary meaning X.o popular 
sentiment. The departments of Deux-Sivres, Maine-et-Loire, 
la Vendue, Loire-Inf&rieure, Morbihan, and Finist^e, send only 
anti-catholic republicans to the Convention, while these same 
departments are to become the inexhaustible nursery of the great 
catholic and royalist insurrection. Three regicides out of four 
deputies represent Loz^re, where, six months later, thirty thou- 
sand peasants are to march under the white flag. Six regicides 
out of nine deputies represent la Vend<§e, which is going to rise 
from one end of it to the other in the name of the King.^ 

IV. 

However vigorous the electoral pressure may have been, die 
voting machine has not answered what was expected from it 
At the opening of the session, out of seven hundred and forty- 
nine deputies, only about fifty* are found to approve of the Com- 

I Monittur^ XV. 184 to 293 (the roIl-^1 of those who voted for the death of Louis XVI).-. 
Dnmouries, II. 73 (Dumouries readies Paris Feb. a, 1793, after visidng; the coasts of Dio^ 
kirk and Antwerp) : "All through Picardy, Artois, and maritime Flanders Dumouries found 
the people in consternation at the tragic end of Louis XVI. He noticed that the verj nam* 
of Jacobin exdted hmror as well as fear." 

s This number, so important, is verified by the following passages: — Menitntr^ session ol 
Dec. 99, 1793. Speech by Birotteau: "Fifty member* against 69a . . About twenty 
fonner nc^les, fifteen or twenty priests, and a dozen September judges (want to prawafl 
against) 700 deputies." — IHeLt 851 (Dec. a6, on the motion to defer the trial of the king) : 
" About fifty voices, with energy, No ! no ! "—Jlnd.^ 865, (Dec. 37, a violent speedi by Leqtd- 
nio, appbuded by the extreme " Left " and the galleries ; tlie president calls them to order) : 
" The appbuse continues of about fifty membws of the extreme ' Left.' " — Mortimer-Tefw 
mux, VI. 557. (Address by Tallien to the Parisians, Dec 93, against the banishment of tfac 
Duke of Orieans) : *' To-morrow, under the vain pretext of another measure of general safiMy, 
the 60 or 80 members who on account of their courageotis and inflexible adherence to priaci- 
pies are oflensive to the Brissotine foction, will be driven i3nt.**'~-M0tuteur, XV. 74 (Jan. 6). 
Robespierre, addressing Roland, utters this expression : *' the foctious ministers." *' Cries of 
Order/ A V0it ^ eensurtf 7> the Abbaytl Ms the honest minister whom all Fraaoa 
oteems,' says a member, ' to be treated in this way ? ' — Shouts of bughter greet the excl»- 
roation from about sixty membefs."—/^^/., XV. 114 (Jan. 11). Denundation o( the party el 
anarchists by Busot Gamier replies to him : " Vou calumniate Paris : you praach dvll 
war!" "Ves! yos! * exclaim about sixty members. "Buchez et Roux, XXIV. 368 (Feb. 
86). The quesdor & whether Marat shall be indicted. ** Murmurs fimn the extreme * Left, 
•bout a doMM members vociferously demanding the order of the day." tOOqIc 
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mune, nearly all of them elected, as at Rheims and Paris, where 
terror has the elector by the throat, "under the dubs, axes, dag- 
gers, and bludgeons of the butchers." * In other quarters, where 
the physical impressions of murder have not been so tangible 
and keen, some sense of propriety has prevented too glaring 
elections. The inclination to vote for wdl-known names could 
not be wholly arrested; seventy-seven members of the Constitu- 
ent Assembly, and one hundred and eighty-six of the Legislative 
Assembly enter the Convention, and the practical knowledge 
which many of these have of government business has given 
them some light In short, the consciences of six hundred and 
fifty deputies are only in part perverted. 
\ They are all, unquestionably, decided republicans, enemies of 
tradition, apostles of reason, and trained in deductive politics ; 
only on these conditions could they be elected. \ Every candi- 
date is supposed to possess the Jacobin &ith, or, at least, to recite 
the revolutionary creed. IThe Convention, consequently, at its 
opening session votes unanimously, with cheers and enthusiasm, 
the abolition of royalty, and three months later it pronounces, 
by a large majority, Louis XVI. "guilty of conspiring against 
the liberty of the nation, and of assaults on the general welfare 
of the State." ^-j-Nevertheless, social habitudes still subsist under 
political prejumces. A man who is bom in and lives for a long 
time in an old community, is, through this alone, marked with its 
imprint; the customs to which he conforms have crystallised in 
him in the shape of sentiments : if it is well-regulated and civil- 
ised, he has involuntarily arrived at respect for property and for 
human life, and, in most characters, this respect has taken very 
deep root. A theory, even if adopted, does not wholly succeed 
in destroying this respect ; only in rare instances is it successful, 
when it encounters coarse and defective natures ; to take full hold, 
it is necessary that it should fall on the scattered inheritors of 
former destructive appetites, on those hopelessly degenerate souls 
in which the passions of an anterior date are slumbering; then only 
does its malevolence fully appear, for it rouses the ferocious or 
plundering instincts of the barbarian, the raider, the inquisitor, and 

I IUvder» "Le nouveau Paris," IL aoa 

• Buches et Roux, XIX. 17, XXVIII. 168.— The king U declared guilty by 683 votes ; 37 
ftbtf^T" from voting, as judges; of these 37, 26, either as individuals or legislaton, dcdart 
iSbm king guilty. None of the odier 11 declare him innocent. 
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Ihe pacha. On the contrary, witl^ the greatest number, do what 
it will, integrity and humanity always remain powerful motors. 
Nearly all these legislators, bom amongst the average of the mid- 
dle dass, are at bottom, whatever momentary excitement may stir 
their minds, what they alwajrs have been up to the time being, 
advocates, attome3rs, merchants, priests, or physicians of the 
ancient regime, and .what thfty continue to be later on, docile 
administrators or zealous functionaries of the empure,^ that is to 
say, ordinary civilised persons -belonging to the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, sufficiently honest in private life to have a 
desire to be equally so in public life. — Hence their horror of an« 
archy, of Marat,* and of the September butchers and robben. 
Three days after their assembling together they vote, ^< almost 
unanimously," the preparatioti of a law ''against the instigators 
of murder and assassination." "Almost imanimously," they de- 
sire to raise a guard, recruited in the eighty-three departmentSi 
against the armed bands of Paris and the Commune. P6tion is 
elected as their first president by "almost the totality of suf 
frages." Roland, who has just read his report to them, is greeted 
with the "loudest" applause firom nearly the "entire" Assembly. 
In short, they are for the ideal republic against actual brigands. 
This accounts for their ranging themselves around those upright 
and sincere deputies, who, in the two preceding Assemblies or 
alongside of them, were the ablest defenders of both principles 
and humanity, around Buzot, Lanjuinais, P6tion, and Rabaiit« 
Saint-Etienne ; around Brissot, Vergniaud, Guadet, Gensonni, 
Isnard, and Condorcet; around Roland, Louvet, Barbarouz, 
and the five hundred deputies of the " Plain," marching in one 

I **Dictioiiiidre biograpUqtte," by Eymeiy, 1807 (4 toIs.). The dtoation of the coniia 
tionists who ■arrive the Revolution may here be ascertained. Moet of them become dvilcv 
criminal judges, prefects, commiasaries of police, heads of bureaus, post«£Bce employees, cv 
registry derks, collectors, review-inspecton, etc The following is the proportion of rq;ididet 
among those thus in office: Out of 03 prefects ai voted for the king's death; 4a out of 43 
wagiitfnitfs voted for it, the 43d being ill at the time of the sentence. Of 5 senators 4 voted 
<9r hb deadu and i^ deputies out of 16. Out of 36 other functionaries of various kinds 3s 
voted for death. Among the remaining regiddes we again fiikd a coundUocs of state, 4 dip- 
lomatic agents and coostils, a generals, a receiver-generals, i oonumssaiy^genenl of th» 
police^ X minister in the cabinet of King Josq>h, the minister of police, and die ardk-dunoil. 
lor of the empire. 

•BuchesetRoux,XIX.97, aeisionofSept a5,i79a. Marat states: <*<I I 
tonal snemies in this assembly.' * All I affll * cadaJm the entire Aisembiy, 1 

tai.-.-/ida:, XIX. 9b 4ft «3, 33a. 
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body under the leadership of the one hundred and eiglity Giron 
dists who now form the " Right" ' 

The latter, among the republicans, are the most sincere and 
have the most faith; for they have long been such, through 
reflection, study and system. Nearly all of them are reading 
men, reasoners, philosophers, disciples of Diderot or of Rous- 
seau, satisfied that absolute truth had been revealed by their 
masters, thoroughly imbued with the Encyclopidie or the Contrat 
Sodaly the same as the Puritans formerly were with the Bible.' 
At the age when the mind is maturing, and fondly clings to gen- 
eral ideas,^ they espoused the theory and aimed at a reconstruc- 
tion of society according to abstract principles. They have ac- 
cordingly set to work as pure logicians, rigorously applying the 
superficial and false system of analysis then in vogue. They 
f^ have formed for themselves an idea of man in general, the same 
/ in all times and ages, an extract or minimum of man; they 
/ have pondered over several thousands or millions of these ab- 
1 stract mortals, erected their imaginary wills into primordial 
f rights, and drawn up in anticipation th& chimerical contract 
I which is to regulate their impossible union. There are to be 

no more privileges, no more heredity, no qualifications of any 
kind; all are to be electors, all eligible and all equal mem- 
bers of the sovereignty ; all powers are to be of short date, and 
conferred through election; there must be but one assembly, 
elected and entirely renewed annually, one executive council 
; elected and one-half renewed annually, a national treasury- 
; board elected and one-third renewed annually ; all local admin- 
I istrations and tribunals must be elected; a referendum to the 
V people, the electonu body endowed with the initiative, a con- 
\ stant appeal to the sovereignty, which, always consulted and 
\alwa)rs active, wiU manifest its will not alone by the choice of its 

mandatories but, again, through "the censure" which it will 

\ « 

1 MdUmn, " M^nioirea," aa—Buches et Roux, XXVL Session of April 25, 1793. De. 
irniM-fi^tV^ of the Twenty-Two Girondists by the sections of Pari« : Royer-FoofrMe regrets 
"that his name is not inscribed on this honorable list 'And all of us — all I aB!' exclaim 
diree-quaiters of the Assembly, riang from their seats." 

• ^^ ArchiTes Nationales," AF. 45. Letter of Thomas Paine to Danton, May 6, 1793 (in 
XDgKsh). '*I do not know better men or better patriots.*' This letter, compared with the 
speeches or publications of the day, produces a singular impression through its practiosl good 
sense. This Anglo-American, however radical he may be. relies on nothing but e x pe ri eac« 
•nd example in his political discussions. * 

*Ct Am memoizs of Buaot, Barbaroux, Louve^ Madame Roland, alo. 
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japply to the laws — such is the Constitution they forge for them- 
' selves.* "The English Constitution," says Condorcet, "is made 
for the rich, that of America for citizens well-off; the French 
Constitution should be made for all men." — ^Thus entided, it is 
the only legitimate one ; every institution that departs from it is 
opposed to natiu^ right and, therefore, fit only to be put down. 
— This is what the Legislative Assembly has done, and we are 
well aware through what persecution of Catholic consciences, 
through what violations of feudal property, through what en- 
croachments on the legal authority of the King, with what 
passion against Ae remains of the ancient regime, with what 
toleration of crime by the people, with what rigidity, haste and 
rashness, and with what illusions,' even to plunging France into 
an European war, even to arming the vilest classes, even to see- 
ing, in die overthrow of all government, the advent of philos- 
ophy and the triumph of reason. — The Girondist, where his 
Utopia is concerned, is a sectarian, and he knows no scruples. 
Little does he care whether nine out of ten electors vote; he 
regards himself as the authorised representative of the ten. 
Little does he care whether the great majority of Frenchmen 
favor the Constitution of 1791 ; it is his business to impose on 
them his own. Little does he care whether his former opponents. 
King, imigris^ unsworn ecclesiastics, are honorable men or at 
least excusable ; he will launch against them every rigorous legal 
proceeding, transportation, confiscation, civil death and physical 
death.^ In his own eyes he is the justiciary, and his investiture 
is bestowed upon him by eternal right There is no human in- 
fatuation so pernicious to man as that of absolute right; noth- 
ing is better calculated for the destruction in him of the hered- 
itary accumulation of moral conceptions. — ^Within the narrow 
bounds of their creed, however, the Girondists are sincere and 
consistent They are masters of their formuls; they know how 
to deduce consequences fix>m them ; they believe in them the 
same as a geometrician in his theorems, and a theologian in the 

■ Bodies et Rons, XXIV. xos. (Plan drawn up by Condorcec, and repotted in tbe naa« 
<f dieCoiBinittBeoiitheContdtutkm, April xsand 16, 1793.) Condoroetaddsto dmarepoit 
•f yt own, of whldi he puUbhes an abstract in the Chroniqui dt Paris. 

> Bodies et Rouz, XXIV. zoa. Condorcet's abstract contains the foUowtnf extrMfdinaiy 
sentence! "In all free countries the influence of the populace is feared with reMoo ; bat glv« 
aD nen the same rights and there will be no populao* " 

• Ct Sdmood Bir6, ** La Mgende des Glroiidin%" on the pait of the Gfaondhls fai al ten 
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articles of his faith ; they are anxious to apply them, to devise a 
constitution, to establish a regular government, to emerge from 
a barbarous state, to put an end to fighting in the street, to pil- 
laging, to murders, to the sway of brutal force and of naked 
arms. 

The disorder, moreover, so repugnant to them as logicians is 
still more repugnant to them as cultivated, polished men. They 
have a sense of what is proper,^ of becommg ways, and their 
tastes are even refined. They are not familiar with, nor do they 
desire to imitate, the rude manners of Danton, his coarse lan- 
guage, his oaths, and his low associations with the populace 
They have not, like Robespierre, gone to lodge with a boss- 
carpenter, to live with him and eat with his family. Unlike 
Pache, Minister of War, no one among them "feels honored" 
by "going down to dine with his porter," and by sending his 
daughters to the club to give a fraternal kiss to drunken Jaco- 
bins.* At Madame Roland's house there is a salon, although it is 
stiff and pedantic ; Barbaroux sends verses to a marchioness, who, 
after the 2d of June, elopes with him to Caen.' Condorcet has 
lived in high society, while his wife, a former canoness, possesses 
the charms, the rtpose, the mstruction, and the Jimsse of an 
accomplished woman. Men of this stamp cannot endure close 
alongside of them the inept and gross dictatorship of an armed 
rabble. In providing for the public treasury they require regu- 
lar taxes and not tyrannical confiscations.^ To repress the 

> These traits are well defined in the charges of the popular party against them made by 
Fahce d'Eglantine. Maillan, " Mdmoires," 323. {Speech of Fabre d'Eglantine at the Jaoo- 
fain Club in relation to the address of die commune, demanding the expulsion of die Twentjr- 
Twa) " You haye often taken the people to task ; you have even sometimes tried to flatter 
diem; but there was about this flattery that aritiocruiic €dr of coldiuts and ditUki whicii 
could deceive nobody Your way* qf a btmrgtoit patrtcian are always perceptible in yooi 
wofds and acts ; y<m ntvtr wattttd to mix with tkt peeplt. Here is your doctrine in few 
words : after the people have served in revolutions they must return to dust, be of no accoun t ^ 
and allow themselves to be led by those who know more than they and who are willing to 
take the trouble to lead them. You, Brissot, and especially you. Potion, you have received 
us formally, haughtily, and with reserve. You extend to us one finger, but you never gra^ 
the whole hand. You have not even refused youndves that keen delight of the ambitious, 
insolence and disdain." 

« Buzot, " Mteioires," 78. 

* Edmond Bir^ *' La Kgende des Girondins." (Incited fiagments of the memoirs of P4. 
tioo and Barbaroux, quoted by Vatd in " Chark>tte Coiday and die Gtrondisis,'* III. 47i» 

478.) 

« Buchea et Roux, XXVL 177. A financial plan oflbed by the department of Uiimak 
ifcuneil by Cambon and rejected by the Girondists. 
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malevolent they require " punishments and not proscriptions." ' 
In all State trials they oppose irregular courts, and strive to main- 
tain for those under indictment some of the usual safeguards.' 
On declaring the King guilty they hesitate in pronouncing sen- 
tence of death, and try to lighten their responsibility by appealing 
to the people. " Laws and not blood," an expression uttered 
with great effect in a drama of the day, is the statement in 
brief of their poUtical ideas. — Now the law, in its essence, 
especially RepubHcan law, is the law of all ; once enacted, no* 
body, no citizen, no city, no party, can refuse to obey it without 
being criminal. It is monstrous that one city should arrogate to 
itself the privilege of ruling the nation ; Paris, like other depait- 
ments, ought to be reduced to its one -eighty-third proportion of 
influence. It is monstrous that, in a capital of 700,000 souls, 
five or six thousand radical Jacobins should oppress the sections 
and alone elect their candidates ; in the sections and at the polls, 
all citizens, at least all republicans, should enjoy an equal and 
free vote. It is monstrous that the principle of popular sover- 
eignty should be used to cover up attacks against popular sover- 
eignty, that, imder the pretence of saving the State, the fiist- 
comer may kill whom he pleases, that, under the color of resisting 
oppression, each mob should have the right to put the govern- 
ment down. — Hence, this militant right must be moderated, 
kept within legal bounds and subjected to a fixed process.' 
Should any individual desire a law, a reform or a public measure, 
let him state this on paper over his own signature and that of 
fifty other citizens of the same primary assembly; then the prop- 
osition must be submitted to his own primary assembly ; then, 
in case it obtains a majority, to the primary assemblies of his 
arrondissetnent ; then, in case of a majority, to the primary 
assemblies of his department ; then, in case of a majority, to the 
Legislative body ; then, in case of rejection, to all the primary 
assemblies of the empire, so that after a second verdict of the 
same assemblies twice consulted, the Legislative body, ]delding 
to the majority of primary sufl^-ages, may dissolve and a new 

> Buchet et Roax, XXV. Speech bf Vergniaud (April xo), pp. 376^ 377, jjB. ** An efibft 
Is made to aocompflih the Rerolutioii by tenor. I would accomplish it tfam^ Varm.** 

*Mailbui, as. 

• Budies ct Roux, XXIV. Z09. Plan of a constitution presented bj C o ml ui ci , Dedarfti 
tioo of xifl^itB, article 33. "In every free government the mode of resistaiioe to dlfiere&t acta 
of oppftiihMi should be regulated by law." — Ibid., 136. Title VIII. of the Constitutioa 
"Pa la Cmmw daa tois.** ^ t 

* Digitized by VjO Ogle 
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Legislative body, in which all old members shall be declared 
ineligible, take its place. — ^This is the final expression, and the 
master idea, of the theory. Condorcet, its able constructor, sur- 
passed himself. No more ingenious nor more complicated piece 
of mechanism could be drawn out on paper. The Girondists, 
in the closing article of this unobjectionable constitution, think 
that they have discovered a way to muzzle the brute and give 
the sovereign full sway. 

Just as if the brute could be muzzled with any constitution, 
and especially this one ! Just as if it was in the humor to let 
the muzzle be put on 1 Robespierre, on the part of the Jaco- 
bins, replies by an article opposing that of Condorcet^ *'To 
subject resistance to oppression to legal formalities is the last 
refinement of tyranny. . . . When a government violates 
the people's rights, a general insurrection of the people, as well 
as of portions of the people, is the most sacred of duties." Now, 
political orthodoxy, close reasoning, and oratorical talent are 
no arms against this ever-muttering insurrection. ''Our phi- 
losophers," says a good observer,' "want to attain their ends 
by persuasion; which is equivalent to saying that battles are 
won by eloquence, fine speeches, and plans of a constitution. 
Very soon, according to them, ... it will suffice to take 
complete copies of Machiavelli, Rousseau and Montesquieu into 
a fight instead of cannon, it never occurring to them diat these 
men, like their works, never were, and are not still, anything but 
simpletons against a cut-throat provided with a good sword." 
—The parliamentary ground is Men away ; things have retumed 
to a state of nature, that is, to a state of war, and not discus- 
sion but force is the question now on hand. To be in the right, 
to convince the convention, to obtain majorities, to pass decrees, 

a Bocfaez ec Rouz, XXIV. 93. Seasbn of the Jacobin Qub^ April sx, 1793. 

•Sdimid^ "Tableaux de fat lUvolatioa FraD9aiae,'' II. 4. (kepoit of Dutard, Juno ^ 
1793.)— >Tlie mental traits of the Jacobins fonn a contrast and are fully visible in the following 
apeediest "We desire dupodealfy a popular constitution." (Address of the Paris Jaoofaia 
Chib to the dubs in the departments, Jan. 7, X793.)— Buches et Roux, XXIII. 988.— /AU, 
•74. (Speech by L^ros in the Jacobin Qub, Jan. x.) " Patriots are not counted; diey go 
by weighL . . One patriot in a scale weighs more than 100,000 aristocrats. One JaooJbiB 
wdglkB mora than xokooo FeuiUants. One republican weig^ more than xoo,ooo monarchists. 
One patxiot of the Mountidn wei^s more than xoo,ooo Brissotins. Hence I conclude that 
Ihe convention should not be s to pped by the large number of votes against the death-sentenca 
cf Lods XVL, (and that) even (if there should be) but a minority of the nation dedring 
Gqiec's daadL"— ''Appbudad.** (I am obliged tt> concct tha fauc aentoooe^ aa it wonld 
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would be suitable in ordinary times, under a government pro- 
vided with an armed force and a regular administration, by 
which, from the summits of public authority, the decrees of a 
majority descend through submissive functionaries to a sympa- 
thetic and obedient population. But, in times of anarchy, and 
above all, in the den of the Commune, in Paris, such as the 
loth of August and the 2d of September made it, all this is of 
no account. 

V. 

And, first of all, because in this great city of Paris they aie 
isolated, and have no group of zealous partisans to depend upon. 
For, if the large majority is opposed to their adversaries, that is 
not in their favor, it having secretly, at heart, remained " consti- 
tutionalist." ^ " I would make myself master of Paris," says a 
professional observer, " in ten days without striking a blow if I 
had but six thousand men, and one of Lafayette's stable-boys to 
command them." Lafayette, indeed, since the departure or con- 
cealment of the royalists, represents the old, fixed, and deep- 
seated opinion of the capital. Paris submits to the Girondists as 
well as to the Montagnards as usurpers ; the mass of the public 
regards them with ill-will, and not only the bourgeoisie^ but like- 
wise the majority of the people, is opposed to the established 
<gime. 

Work is scarce and food is dear; brandy has tripled in price; 
only four hundred oxen are brought in at the Poissy market 
instead of seven or eight thousand; the butchers declare that, 
the following week, there will be no meat in Paris except for the 
sick. To obtain a small ration of bread it is necessary to wait 
five or six hours in a line at the baker's shops, and,' as is custom- 

> Buzot, " M^moires," 33 : " The minority of French pec^le yearned after royalty and tibt 
Consttcudon of 179a This was the strongest fedang, and especially at Puis. . . TIrii 
people IS republican under the guOlotine. .. All its desires, all its hopes in^ne to tibt 
constitution of z 79 1.*'~ Schmidt, I. 333 (Dutard, May x6). Dutard, an old advocate aad 
ftiend of Garat, b one of those rare men who see &cts behind words: clear-si^itsd, caecgelie^ 
active, abounding in practical counsels, and deserving of a better chief than Gant. 

* Schmidt, ibid.^ I. 173, 179 (May x, 1793). 

* Dauban (" Diuma7 de Beaulieu/' April 17), "La Demagogue li Paris en xTga," l>. xsa.— 
"Archives Nationalea," AFII. 45 (report by the police, May so). "The deaxness of su^ 
plies is the leading cause of agitation and complaints." — {lifid.. May 34). "The txanqallBty 
whidi now prevails in Paris will soon be disturbed if the prices of the prime iifniMllln of lift 
do not shortly diminish." — (Ibid.^ May 25). " Cumplamts against dear fiiod incrsoM dafij 
•■d this circumstance looks as If it odght become one of tho oMdmof ixtfaooabcovwiik 
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ary, workmen and housekeepers impute all this to the govern- 
ment This government, which so poorly provides for its needs, 
injures them yet more in their deepest feelings, in the habits most 
dear to them, in their faith and worship. The common people, 
even at Paris, is still at this time very religious, much more so 
than at the present day. When the priest bearing tie Host 
passes along the street, the crowd '^ gathers from all sideJS, men, 
women, and children, young and old, and fall on their knees in 
adoration." * The day on which the relics of Saint-Leu are 
borne in procession through the Rue St. Martin, "everybody 
kneels; I did not see a man," says a careful observer, "that did 
not take off his hat At the guard-house of the Mauconsefl 
section, the entire company presented arms." At the same time 
the ^^citoyennes around the markets talked with each other to 
know if there was any way of decking houses with tapestry." • 
The following week they compel the revolutionary committee 
of Saint-Eustache' to authorise another procession, and again 
each one kneels : " everybody approved of the ceremony, no one, 
that I heard of, making any objection. This is a striking pic- 
ture. ... I saw repentance, I saw the parallel each is forced 
to draw between the actual state of things and the former one. 
I saw what a privation the people had to endure in the loss of 
that which, formerly, was the most imposing of all church cere- 
monies. People of all ranks and ages were deeply affected and 
humble, and many had tears in their eyes." Now, in this 
respect, the Girondists, by virtue of being philosophers, are more 
iconoclastic, more intolerant than any one, and there is no reason 
for preferring them to their adversaries. At bottom, the govern- 
ment installed by the recent electoral comedy, for the major 

• Schmidt, L 198 (Dutard, May 9). 

•Schmidt, I. 350; IL 6 (Dutard, May 30^ June 7 and 8). 

•Darand>MaiIlane^ 100: "The Girondist party was yet more impious than Robespiotra.** 
—A dqmty having demanded that mention should be inade of die Supreme Bebg in dw pva* 
toible of die constitution, Vergniaud repBed : "We have no more to do with Numa's nynpli 
dmn with Mahomet's frigeon ; reason is sufficient to give France a good coostitutioii.**— Bis. 
dies et Rooac, XII L 444. Robespierre having spoken of the Emperor Leopold's deadi as • 
ttmke of Providence, Guadet replies that he sees " no sense in that idea,*' and blames Robes* 
fisnv for "endeavoring to restore die people to die slavishness of supersttdon."— /ML, 
XXVL 63 (sesMoo of April 19, 1793). Speech by Vergniaud against article IX. of the Da^ 
hntioo of Rights, whidi states tiiat "all men are free to worship as they please." TlMs 
aifklc, says Vergniaud, " is a result of the despotism and superstidon tmder which we hava 
so loag groaned."— SaUes : " I ask the Convention to draw up an article by which each dti- 
MM, tHMtever his form of worship, shall bind himself to submit to the law."— Laqfoinai^ 
«A«i nmksd aleajr with tha Gir o nd i sts , is a CadioUc and confirmed GalUcan. 
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portion of the Parisians, has no authority but the fact of its ex- 
istence ; people put up with it because there is no other, fully 
recognising its worthlessness ; Mt is a government of strangers, 
of interlopers, of cavillers, of bunglers, the weak and the violent. 
The Convention has no hold either on the people or on the 
bourgeois class, and in proportion as it glides more rapidly down 
the revolutionary hill, it severs one by one the ties which still 
bind it to the indifferent. 

In a reign of eight months it has alienated public opinion en- 
tirely. " Almost all who have property of any kind are conserva- 
tive," * and all the conservatives are against it. " The gendarmes 
here openly talk against the Revolution, even up to the revolution- 
ary tribunal, whose judgments they loudly condemn. All the 
old soldiers detest the actual order of things." ^ — ^The volunteers 
" who come back from the army appear angry at putting the King 
to death, and on that account they would flay all the Jacobins." * 
— No party in the Convention escapes this universal disaffection 
and growing aversion. "If the question of guillotining the 
members of the Convention could be put to an open vote, it 
would be carried against them by a majority of nineteen-twenti- 
eths," • which, in fact, is about the proportion of electors who, 
through fright or disgust, keep away from the polls. Let the 
" Right " or the " Left " of the Convention be victors or van- 
quished, that is a matter which concerns them ; the public at 
large does not enter into the discussions of its conquerors, and no 
longer cares for either Gironde or " Mountain." Its old griev- 
ances always revive '* against the Vergniauds, Guadets" and com- 
pany ; • it does not like them, and has no confidence in them, 
and will let them be crushed without helping them. The mfuri- 
ates may expel the Thirty-Two, if they choose, and put them 
under lock and key. "There is nothing the aristocracy (meaning 
by this, owners of property, merchants, bankers, the rich, and 

the well-to-do), desire so much as to see them guillotined."^ 

■ '■ ■ 

> Schmidt, L 347 (Dutaid, May 30). " Wbat do I now behold T A disconteated fwopla 
tetbg the Convention, all iu administraton, and the Ktoal state of tUnfis generally. " 
'Schmidt, I. 978 (DuUrd, May 93). 

• Sdimidt, I. 9x6 (Dutard, May 13). 
« Schmidt, I. 940 (Duurd, May 17). 
•Schmidt, I. S17 (Dutard, May 13). 

• Schmidt, I. 163 (Dutard, April 30). 

'Schmidt, U. 37 (Dutard, June 13). Cf. Ibid., II. 80. (Dutard, June ax) : «* If dke goft 
otising of the Thirty-Two wse subject to the call by name, and the toCo a ncKt onc^ 



CHAP. XI. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST, 993 

'Even the inferior aristocracy (meaning petty tradesmen and 
head-workmen) take no more interest in their fate than if they 
were so many escaped wild beasts . . . again caught anc 
put in their cages."* "Guadet, P6tion, Brissot, would not find 
thirty persons in Paris who would take their part, or even take 
th*? first step to save them."^ 

Apart from all this, it makes but little difference whether the 
majority has any preferences ; its sympathies, if it has any, will 
never be other than platonic. It no longer counts for anything 
in either camp, it has withdrawn firom the battle-field, it is now 
simply the sport of the conflict, the prey or the booty of the 
fixture conqueror. For, unable or unwilling to comply with the 
political system imposed on it, it is self-condemned to utter pow- 
erlessness. This system is the direct government of the people 
by the people, with all that ensues, permanence of the section 
assemblies, debates in public of the clubs, uproar in the galleries, 
motions in the open air, nK)bs and manifestations in the streets ; 
nothing is less attractive and more impracticable to occupied and 
civilised beings. In our modem communities, work, the family, 
and social intercourse absorb nearly all our time; hence, sach a 
SjTStem suits only the indolent and brutal, who, without homes or 
a calling, pass their days at the club, the same as in a tavern or 
caf6, and there find themselves in their place; the others refiise 
to enter a circle which seems wholly and expressly shaped for 
celibates, foundlings, and persons with no profession, living in 
lodgings, foul-mouthed, destitute of the sense of smell, with a 
gift of the gab, robust arms, tough hide, solid haunches, expert 
in hustling, and with whom blows are the substitute for argu- 
ments.^ — ^After the September massacres, and on the opening Li 

declare to you that every respectable man would hasten in from the oountxy to give hit vot« 
and diat none of those novr in Paris would fiul to betake themsdvet to dieir MCtkos.** 

> Schmidt, IL 35 (Dutard, June 13). On the sense of these two words, h^Hor 4 
rmcy, Ct all of Dutard's reports and those of other observen fai the employ of 0«iaL 

« Schmidt, II. 37 (Dutard, June 13). 

* Schmidt, I. 328 (Peni^ May 28) : " Intelligent men and property-ownc 
Che section assemblies to others as places where the workman's fist pntiaLsd against the on- 
tor's tongue. "—JftfMufirarf; XV. 114 (session of Jan. 11, speech by Busot). "TiMre b not a 
man in this town who owns anything, that is not afraid of being insulted and struck in his 
•ection if he dares raise his voice against the ruling powef . . The permanent aseembUes 
of Parb consist of a small number of men who have succeeded ia keqiing other dtiseos 
away." — Schmidt, I. 335 (Dutard, May 28) : "Another plan would be to drill young men in 
Che use of the club. One must be a sans-culiffie, must live with sa$u<ntfftiett to find out 
expedients of this sort. There is nothing the sans-citlottes fear so much as a dub. A num. 
ber of young men lately carried them in their pantaloon^ and C fw yb od y tranblad m libm 
pa^ed. Iwidithatthefi-hionwenigenend." Digitized by GoOglC 
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the barriers, a number of proprietors and persons living on tfaeir 
incomes, not alone the suspected but those who thought they 
might become so, escaped from Paris, and, during the following 
months, the emigration increases along with the danger. Towards 
December lists have been reported against former Feuillants; "we 
are assured that during the past eight da)rs more than fourteen 
thousand persons have left the capital." ^ According to the re- 
port of the Minister himself,* " many who are independent in 
fortune and position abandon a city where the renewal of pro- 
scription is talked of daily." — " Grass grows in the finest streets," 
writes a deputy, " while the silence of the grave reigns in the 
Th6baides of the faubourg Saint-Germain." — ^As to the conserva- 
tives who remain, they confine themselves to private life, firom 
which it follows that, in the polirical balance, those present are 
of no more account than the absentees. At the municipal elec- 
tions in October, November, and December, out of 160,000 
registered, there are 144,000, then 150,000, and then 153,000 
who stay away from the polls ; these, certainly, and for a much 
stronger reason, do not show themselves at the assemblies of 
iheir sections. Commonly, out of three or four thousand citi- 
zens, only fifty or sixty attend ; one of these, called a general 
assembly, which signifies the will of the people to the Conven- 
tion, is composed of twenty-five voters.^ Accordingly, what 
would a sensible man, a fiiend of order, do in these dens of 
fanatics ? He stays at home, as on stormy days ; he lets the 
shower of words spend itself, not caring to be spattered in the 
gutter of nonsense which carries off the filth of his district. 

If he leaves his house at all he goes out for a walk, the same 
as in old times, to indulge the tastes he had under the old regime, 
those of the well-cared-for (administri) Parisian, those of the 
talkative, loitering, refined cockney. " Yesterday evening," writes 
a man who feels the coming Reign of Terror, " I took my stand 
in the middle of the right alley of the Champs-Elys^es ; * it was 

I McnittttTt XV. 95 (Letter of Charles ViUette, deputy). 

• Mmittur, XV. 179 (Letter of Roland, Jan. ix. 1793). 

• Mi0idl99tr, XV. 66, sesdon of Jan. 5> tpeech of the mayor of Paris: XV. 1x4, MMte fli 
J in. 14, speech bj Bucot: XV. 136, session of Jan. 13, speech by a deputadoo of Pedenftm. 
-« Baches et Roux, XXVIIl. 91 (Letter of Gadol to Roland, October, t79a).~XXI. 4x7 (D«a 
M^ artide by Marat) : "The assemblies are deserted through ennmi and disgust"— Sdunftd^ 
IL 69 (Dutard, June 18). 

•Schiidf, L 903 (Dutard, May xo). The engravings published doting the early period ^ 
mt RwlttM and ndff tbs diraetonr exhibit thb aoene perfectly (caUn«C det < 
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thronged with — who do you think ? Would you believe it, with 
moderates, aristocrats, those who have any property, and very 
pretty women, elegantly dressed, seeking the caresses of the 
balmy spring breeze ! It was a charming sight. All were gay 
and smiling. I was the only one that was not so. ... I 
withdrew hastily, and, on passing through the Tuileries garden, 
I saw a repetition of what I had seen before, forty thousand 
proprietors scattered here and there, almost as many as Paris 
contains." — ^These are evidently the sheep ready for the slaugh- 
ter-house. They no longer think of defence, they have aban- 
doned their posts to the sans-culotteSy " they refuse all civil and 
military functions,"* they avoid doing duty in the National 
Guard and pay their substitutes. In short, they withdraw from 
a game which, in 1789, they desired to play without understand- 
ing it, and in which, since the end of 1791, they have always 
burnt their fingers. The cards may be handed over to others, 
especially as the cards are dirty and the players fling them in 
each others' faces; as for themselves they are content to be 
lookers-on. — ^" Leave them their old enjoyments,* leave them the 
pleasure of going and coming throughout the kingdom ; do not 
force them to take part in the war. Subject them to the heaviest 
taxation and they will not complain; nobody will even know 
that they exist, while the most serious question that disturbs them 
in their thoughtful days is, can one amuse one's self as much 
imder a republican form of government as under the ancient 
rf gime ? " They hope, perhaps, to escape under cover of inof- 
fensive neutrality. Is it likely that the victor, whoever he is, 
win regard people as enemies who are resigned to his rule before- 
hand ? "A ds^idy ' alongside of me remarked, yesterday morn- 
ing, 'They will not take my arms away, for I never had any.' 
Alas,' I replied to him, 'don't make a boast of it, for you may 
find forty tiiousand ninnies in Paris that would say the same 
thing, and, indeed, it is not at all to the credit of Paris.' " — Such 
18 the blindness or self-complacency of the city denizen who, 
having always lived under a good police, is unwflling to change 
his habits, and is not aware that the time has come for him to 
torn fighting man in his turn. 



>JiMite»r,XV.67(Mirioaorjaii.5,i793)- Speech by tiMM9«r«fPMi. 
• SchiiUi, L 376 (BfauM;, Jbm u). 
-■ ML5(I>nl»iJ»*S^ 
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The shopman, bdow the manufacturers, the merchants and the 
man living on his income, is still less disposed to give up his 
private affairs for public afi&irs, inasmuch as his business will not 
wait for him, he being confined to his office, store or coimting- 
room. For example, "the wine-dealers ^ are nearly all aristocrats 
in the sense of this word at this period," but "never were their 
sales so great as during the insurrections of the people and in 
revolutionary days." Hence the impossibility of obtaining their 
services in those da3rs. "They are seen on their premises very 
active, with three or four of their assistants," and turn a deaf ear 
to every appeal. " How can we leave when custom is so good ? 
People must have their wants supplied. Who will attend to 
them if I and the waiters should go away ? " — There are other 
causes of weakness. All grades in the National Guard and all 
places in the municipality having been given up to the Jacobin 
extremists, they have no chiefe; the Girondists are incapable 
of rallying them, while Garat, the Minister, is unwilling to em- 
ploy diem. Moreover, they are divided amongst themselves, 
no one having any confidence in the other, "it being necessary 
to chain them together to have anything accomplished."* Be- 
sides this, the remembrance of September weighs upon their 
spirits like a nightmare. — ^All this converts people into a timid 
flock, ready to scamper at the slightest alarm. "In the Contrat 
Social section," sajrs an officer of the National Guard, "one-third 
of those who are able to defend die section are off in the coun- 
try ; another third are hiding away in their houses, and the odier 
third dare not do anything." ' " If^ out of fifty thousand of the 
conservaHscdy you can collect together three thousand, I shall be 

1 Schmidt, II. (Dutvd, June ii).^/M£, II. (Dutard, June i8): '*I ghoold filce to viA 
with you," if it mre ponible, '*the 3,000 or 4,000 whie dciten, and m many other phoea of 
refredunent b Paris; you would find the 15,000 derics Aey employ constantly hosy. If w« 
should then go to the o65oes of the 1x4 notaries, we should again find two-thirds of these gao> 
tlemen b their caps and red slippers, also very much engaged. We mig^ then, again, c» 
to the 900 or 300 printing estabBshments, where we should find 4,000 or 5,000 editon, ooa* 
positors, derks, and porters all ccnttrvoHud because they no longer earn what they dU 
before; and some because diey have made a fortune.**— The incompatibiBty between modem 
life and direct democratic rule strikes one at every step, owing to modem life being canied o» 
under odier conditions than dioee which duuacterise life in ancient tinkea. For raodena M 
these oonditk.ns are, the magnitude of States, the division of labor, the luprrfsiinii of davery 
and the requirements of personal comforts and prosperity. Neitiier the Cl roa di s tB nor dk 
Montagnards, who aimed to revive Athenian and Spartan ways, liiprtiMiailBd dke pmdHl| 
opposite conditions on whadi Athens and Sparta flourishad. 

• Sdunidt, I. ao7 (Dutard, May 10) 

•Sduddt, n. (Dutard, Jnno 19). 
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very much astonished. And if, out of these three thousand, five 
hundred only are found to agree, and have courage enough to 
express their opinion, I shall be still more astonished. The loiter^ 
for instance^ must expect to be Septetnbertsed ! " * This they 
know, and hence they keep silent and bend beneath the yoke. 
"What, indeed, would the majority of the sections do when it is 
demonstrated that a dozen raving maniacs at the head of a sons'- 
culottes section puts the other forty-seven sections of Paris to 
flight ? " * — ^Through this desertion of the commonwealth and 
their self-abandonment, they surrender in advance, and, in this 
great city, as formerly in ancient Athens and Rome, we see 
alongside of an immense population of subjects without any 
rights, a small despotic oligarchy in itself composing the sover- 
eigni>eople. 

VI. 

Not that this minority has been on the increase since the loth 
of August, but on the contrary. — On the 19th of November, 
1792, its candidate for the mayoralty, Lhuillier, obtains only 
4,896 votes.' On the i8th of June, 1793, its candidate for 
the command of the National Guard, Henriot, will secure 
but 4,573 votes ; to ensiure his election it will be necessary to 
cancel the election twice, impose the open vote, and relieve 
voters from showing their section tickets, which will permit 
the trusty to vote successively in other quarters and appar- 
ently double their number by allowing each to vote two or 
three times.^ Putting all together, there are not six thousand 
]acobins in Paris, aU of them sans-culottes and partisans of the 
"Mountain."' Ordinarily, in a section assembly, they num- 

> Sdunidt, IL 70 (Dutaxd, June xo). 

s Schmidt, II. 8x (Dutaxd, Jane 19).— C£ L 333 (Dutaid, May 09) : ** It b a poddve fret 
tnat twenty moderates onen surround two or uree obslieperous fidlows wno apparently fbcoa 
them to applaud the most inoencfiaxy motioas."— I. 163 (Dutaxd, April 30) : "A dozen Jaoa* 
DISS can inf^iten aoo or 300 anslocrets* 

* MortimeF-Tenuuuc, V. xox. 

* Mefllan, 54.— Ra£fet, Henxiot's co mpet i tor and denounced as an axistocrat, had at first dw 
■Mst Totesy 4,953 against 4,578. At the last ballot^ out of about 15,000 he still has 5,900 . 
against 9,087 for Henxiot— Mortimer>Temaux, VIII. 31 : " The electors had to vote thixty 
at a time. All who dared g^e their votes to Rafikt were mariced with a red cross on dM 
rcrflrcall, foUowedby the epithet cit anU-rtvohtthmst.'* 

* Schmidt, II. 37 (Dutard, Jime 13) : ** Marat and otheis have a party of from 4,000 to 
6^000 men, who would do anything to rescue them." — Meillan, 155 (depositions taken by tha 
CoaunlssioD of the Twelve) : Laforet has stated that there were 6,000 satu-cvUUn ready to 
masa ac ro ot^jectfenable deputies at the first signal— Schmidt, II, 87 (Dutaxd, Joat a4): ''I 
kaov that llMn art BOC fai an Paxb ^.000 dedded revolutionists.'* ^^ 
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bar "ten or fifteen," at most "thirty or forty/' '^ organised into » 
permanent t3rrannical board." . • • "The rest listen and 
raise their hands mechanically." • • . "Three or four hmi- 
dred visionaries, whose devotion is as firank as it is stupid, and 
two or three hundred more to whom the result of the last revo- 
lution did not bring the places and honors they too evidently 
relied on," form the entire staff of the party ; " these are the dam- 
orers of the sections and of the groups, the only ones who have 
clearly declared themselves against order, the apostles of a new 
sedition, scathed or ruined men who need disturbance to keep 
alive," while under these comes the train of Marat, vile women, 
worthless wretches, and "paid shouters at three fiancs a day." • 
The quality, again, of the £Eu:tious is still more reduced than 
their number. Plenty of worthy men, small tradesmen, wine- 
dealers, cook-shop keepers, clerks, who, on the loth of August, 
were against the Court, are now against the Commune.* The 
September a£fair, probably, disgusted them, and they were not 
disposed to recommence the massacres. A workman named 
Gonchon, for example, the usual spokesman of the &ubourg 
Saint-Antoine, an upright man, sincere and disinterested, sup- 
ports Roland, and, very soon, at Lyons, seeing how things are 
with his own eyes, he is to loyally endorse the revolt of the mod- 
erates against the Maratists.' "Insensibly," say observers, "the 
respectable class of the arts is leaving tiie Action to join the 
healthy party." * " Now that water-carriers, porters and the like 
storm the loudest in the sections, it is plain to all eyes that die 
gangrene of disgust has reached the fruit-sellers, tailors, shoe- 
makers, keepers of refreshment saloons," and others of that class.* 
— Towards the end, "butchers of both classes, high and low, are 
aristocratised." — In like manner, "the women in the markets. 



• Mmdtmr, XV. Z14, mri on of Jan xs, qMecb \rf BawoL-^IiU., 136^ mri onof J«n. 13, 
qweeh of die fedenuet.— XI V. 85% Mirioa of Dec. S3, X79^ qMecb of dM Fedenles of Ffe. 
Irtem-^Bocfaef et Rous, XXVIIL 80^ 8z, 87, 91, 93 (Letter of GmM Id Rofattd, Ociobar 
t79a).— Schmidt, L 907 (Dutaid, Ubj w, 17^. 

*Scliiddt,IL 37(I>utard, Jonexa). 

• Mortimer-Tenuuuc, IV. 069 (pethion presented b7 Goadioii).»Bachei etReos, XXVm. 
89^ 83, 93 (Letter by GmdtA, teedmooy in relation to (Gonchon).— '*Arddvee N»rinn>ki> AF, 
IL 4S. (LetteiB of Gooclion to the Minister Gent, May 3>f Jom i, Jane 3, 1793). Hat 
Ictttts are very ingenuoos and In tere s t in g. He addresses the Minister: "CUsea Oaona.'* 

^Schmidt, 1, 954 (Dutard, May igh^M^mUmr, XIV. 59s (Letter 1 
BiHber Car Nov. si, t79s) t *'11ie sections (are) co m posed oC or at 1 
lMB4irentieths of tfasm, by the lofwest dttSB, bodk in I 

•Sehudd^ U. 99 (Dntnid* J«m t)). 
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except a few who are paid and whose husbands are Jacobins, 
curse and swear, fume, fret and storm." " This morning," says 
a merchant, " four or five of them were here ; they no longer 
insist on being called citoyennes ; they declare that they ^^ spit on 
the republic^ ' — ^There are no patriot females now but the lowest 
of the low class, the harpies who pillage shops as much through 
envy as through necessity, "boat- women, embittered by hard 
labor,* . . . jealous of the grocer's wife, better dressed than 
herself, as the latter was of the wives of the attorney and coun- 
sellor, as these were of those of the financier and noble. The 
woman of the people thinks she cannot do too much to degrade 
the grocer's wife to her own level" 

Thus reduced to its dregs through the withdrawal of its toler- 
ably honest recruits, the faction now comprises none but the 
scum of the populace, first, "subordinate workmen who look 
upon the downfall of their employers with a certain satisfaction,' 
then, the meanest of petty vendors, old-clothes dealers, huck- 
sters, " those who offer second-hand coats for sale around the 
market, fourth-class cooks who, at the cemetery of the Innocents, 
sell meat and beans under umbrella tops," ^ next, domestics highly 
pleased with now being masters of their masters, scullions, grooms, 
lacke3rs, concierges^ every species of valet, who, in contempt of 
the law, voted at the elections * and formed at the Jacobin club 
" stupid people " satisfied " that they were universal geographers 
because they had ridden post once or twice," and that they were 
politicians " because they had read * The Four Sons of Aymon.' " • 
-*'But, in this overflowing slime, spreading around in broad sim- 

> Sdunidt, II. 87 (Dutard» June 14). Th« expression of these fish-women is still coarser. 

* R^tif de la Bretonne (" Bibliographie de ses aravns, par Jacobs a87).--(0n die piUage ol 
shops, Feb. 25 and 36, 1793). 

* Schnudt, II. 6x : I. 965 (Dutard, May az and June 17). 

* Schmidt, I. 96 (Letter of citizen Lauchou to the president of the Convention, Oct ix, 
X793). — II. 37 (Dutard, June 13). Statement of a barber's wife. '* They are a vile set, the 
servants. Some of them comq here every day. They chatter away and say all sorts of hor<- 
fible ti;ings about thar masters. They are all just alike. Nobody is crazier than they are. 
1 knew that some of them had received favors fipom their masteis, and others who were sdll 
bdng kindly treated ; but nothing stopped them.'* 

'Schmidt, I. 346 (Dutard, May x8).~Gr6goire, "M^obes," I. 387. The mental and 
Bocal decline of die party is well shown in the new composition of the Jacobin Club after 
September, 1793: "I want back there," says Gr^goire in September, X79a (after a year^- 
afaaenoe), "and found it nrecognisable; no opini(ms could be exinessed diare other than 
dioae of die Paris fiiction. . . I did not set foot there again ; (it was) a foctions gambling- 
heO."— Baches et Rous, XXVI. 2x4 (session of April 30, X793, speech by Busot). '* Behold 
that onoe fiunous dub. Bo^diirtyaf its founders icoiain there; you find there nooa bat aisa 
■Mped in d^ and erfnM." . 
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shine, it is the ordinary scum of great cities which forms the 
grossest flux, the outcasts of every trade and profession, dissi- 
pated workmen of all kinds, the irregular and marauding troops 
of the social army> the class which, " discharged from La Piti6, 
run through a career of disorder and end in Bic^tre." * ^^From 
La FiiU to Bicitre is a well known popular adage. Men of this 
stamp are without any principle whatever. If they have fifty 
fi-ancs they live on fifty, and if they have only five they live on 
five ; spending everything, they are always out of pocket and 
save nothing. This is the class that took the Bastille,' got up 
the loth of August, etc. It is the same class which filled the 
galleries in the Assembly with all sorts of characters, filling up the 
groups,'' and, during all this time it never did a stroke of work. 
Consequently, "a wife who owns a watch, ear-rings, finger-rings, 
any jewels, first takes them to the pawnbrokers where they are 
at last sold. At this period many of these personages owe the 
butcher, the baker, the wine-dealer, etc; nobody trusts them 
any more. They have ceased to love their wives, and their 
children cry for food, while the father is at the Jacobin club or 
at the Tuileries. Many of them have abandoned their pursuits 
and lost standing," while, either through " indolence " or con- 
sciousness " of their incapacity," ..." they would see this 
pursuit prospering with a sort of regret." That of a political 
gossip, of a paid clamorer, is more agreeable, and such is the 
opinion of all the loungers which the bugle summons to the 
works on the c»mp around Paris. — Here,' eight thousand men 
are paid forty sous a day " to do nothing " ; " the workmen come 
along at eight, nine and ten o'clock in the morning. If they ie< 
main after roll-call . . . they merely trundle about a few 
wheelbarrow loads of dirt Others play cards all day, and most 
of them leave at three or four o'clock, after dinner. On asking 
the inspectors about this they reply that they are not strong 
enough to enforce discipline, and are not disponed to be killed.** 

> Sduntdt, I. 189 (Dutard, May 6). 

«C£ R^df de la Bretonne, "Nuits de Paik," vol XVL (Johr x«, 1769). At lUs dtala 
R^tif is in the Palais-Royal, where *'ance the xsth of June numitoiM mrilhun have be«i 
held and motions made. . . I found there none but bnital ftOova with kioea eyati ptepas' 
faif themselves for plunder rather than for Uber^." 

SMortimcr-Temaux, V. aa6 and foOowtng pages (address of the 9tm9-€ukHt9 aeciiai^ Sipt. 
as).~"Ardiives Nationales," F', 146 (address of the Roole section, Scpt aj). » fiMoa 
10 the threatening tone of dtoae at work on the camp^ the patithwi adil "Soak wm iIm 
langoage of the woricshopa in S789 and iiya" 
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Whereupon, on the Convention decreeing piece-work, the pre- 
tended workmen fall back on their equality, remind it that they 
had risen on the loth of August, and wish to massacre the com- 
missioners. It is not until the 2d of November that they are 
finally dismissed with an allowance of three sous per league 
mileage for those of the departments. Enough; however, re- 
main in Paris to increase immeasurably the troop of drones 
which, accustomed to consuming the store of honey, think they 
have a right to be paid by the public for buzzing around the State. 
As a rear-guard, they have " the rabble of the suburbs of Paris, 
which flocks in at every tap of the drum because it hopes to 
make something." ^ As advance-guard they have " brigands," 
while the firont ranks contain " all the robbers in Paris, which the 
faction has enrolled in its party to use when required;" the sec- 
ond ranks are made up of "a number of former domestics, the 
bullies of gambling-houses and of houses of ill-&me, all the 
vilest class." * — Natiurally, lost women form a part of the crowd 
^'^ CUayennes^^ Henriot says, addressing the prostitutes of the 
Palais-Royal, whom he has assembled in its garden, " citoyennes^ 
are you good republicans?" "Yes, general, yes!" "Have 
you, by diance, any re^ctory priest, any Austrian, any Prus- 
sian, concealed in yoiu: apartments?" "Fie, fiel We have 
nobody but sans-culottes ! " ^ — ^Along with these are the thieves 
and prostitutes out of the Chdtelet and Condergerie, set at Uberty 
and then enlisted by the September slaughterers, under the com- 
mand of an old hag named Rose Lacombe,^ forming the usual 
audience of the Convention; on important days, seven or eight 
hundred of these may be counted, sometimes two thousand, 
stationed at the entrance and in the galleries, fi'om nine o'clock 
in the morning.' — Male and female, "this anti-social vermin"* 

> Schmidt, IL 19 (Dutard, June 7): "During a few days past I have seen men from Nenfl- 
\ft Venailles, and St. Germain stayhig here, attracted by the scent" 

•Schmidt, I. 954 (Dutard, May i9).~At this date xobbeis swann in Psris; Mayor Chm- 
bon, in his report to the Convention, himsdf adnrits it (ifmttewr, XV. 67, ■fimi of Jaa. 
S»«793-) 

•DeGonoouit, "La Social Fmnfaiae pendant la Revolution.'* (According to tlM^ONV- 
ifar de I'Egafit^" July, 1793.) « Buzot, 7a. 

* Moore, Nov. 10, 179a (according to an article in the Chromqut d* Pmrit). The day 
RobespierTO made hb "apology," "the galleries contained from seven to eight hundred 
women, and two hundred men at most. Robespierre is a priest who has his congregation d 
devotees."— Mortimer-Temauz, VIL 56a (letter of the deputy Michel, May ao, 1793) : "Two 
or tfiree thounand women, organised and drilled \)j the Fratetnal Society in session at the 
Jacobin Chib, began their uproar, which lasted until 6 o'dod^ when the houie a^onmod. 
Most of these creatures are prostitutes." 

•Mini mini rfqadbrilttbfaletfr to Rato4 U 
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chus crawls around at the sessions of the Assembly, the Com 
mune, the Jacobin club, the revolutionary tribunal, the sections, 
and one may imagine the physiognomies it offers to view. ** It 
would seem,'' says a deputy,^ " as if every sink in Paris and other 
great cities had been scoured to find whatever was foul, the most 
hideous, and the most infected. . . . Ugly, cadaverous feat- 
ures, black or bronzed, surmounted with tufls of greasy hair, and 
with eyes sunken half-way into the head . . . They belched 
forth with their nauseous breath the grossest insults amidst sharp 
cries like those of carnivorous animals." Among them there 
can be distinguished " the September mutderers, whom " says an 
observer * in a position to know them, " I can compare to nothing 
but lazy tigers licking their paws, growling and trying to find a 
few more drops of blood just spilled, awaiting a firesh supply." 
Far from hiding away they strut about and show themselves. 
One of them, Petit-Mamain, son of an innkeeper at Bordeaux 
and a former soldier, "with a pale, wrinkled face, sharp eyes and 
bold air, wearing a scimetar at his side and pistols at his belt," 
promenades the Palais-Royal' "accompanied or followed at a 
distance by others of the same species," and " taking part in 
every conversation." "It was me," he sajrs, "who ripped open 
La Lamballe and tore her heart out ... All I have to re- 
gret is that the massacre was such a short one. But 'we shall 
have it over again. Only wait a fortnight I " and, thereupon, he 
calls out his own name in defiance. — ^Another, who has no need 
of stating his well-known name, Maillard, president of the 
Abbaye massacres, has his head-quarters at the ca^ Chr^tien,^ 
Rue Favart, fix)m which, guzzling drams of brandy, " he de- 
spatches his moustached men, sixty-eight cut- throats, the terror 
of the surrounding region ; " we see them in cofi^-houses and in 
^t foyers of the theatres " drawing their huge sabres," and tilling 
inoffensive people : " I am Mr. so and so ; if you look ugly at me 

iBosot,57. 

> Bnchcx et Roaz» XXVIII. 80 (Letter of Gadol to Roland). 

•Beanlieu, **Eisiiis," I. zo8 (an eye-witness).— Sdiinidt, II. 15. Repoft by Pentttci^ 
June 8. 

« Beaufien, Ibid., L xoa '* Maillard died, his stonaach eaten away by bnuidy " (April 15. 
1794)^— Alexandre Soid, " Stanblas Maillazd," pp. 39 to 43. Report of Fabre d'EglantiBo 
on Maillard, Dec. 17, 1793. A decree subjecting him to bdictment along with RoosIb and 
Vincent, Maillard publishes his apology, in which we see that he was already active in dM 
Rne Favart before the 31st of May. '* 1 am one of the members of that "*^***"g of trae patrf* 
on and I am proud of it, for it is there that the qwuic of that sacred '"^" "-**"*■> of fkm sul 



if May was kindled." 
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i'll cut you down ! " — A few months more and, under the com- 
niand of one of Henriot's aids, a squad of this band will rob 
and toast (chauffer) peasants in the environs of Corbeil and 
Meaux.' In the mean time, even in Paris, they toast, rob, and 
commit rape on grand occasions. On the 25th and 26th of 
February, 1793,* they pillage wholesale and retail groceries, 
" save those belonging to Jacobins," in the Rue des Lombards,' 
Rue des Cinq-Diamants, Rue Beaurepaire, Rue Montmartre, in 
the He Saint-Louis, on the Port-au-Bl^, before the HCtel-de- 
ville, Rue Saint-Jacques, in short, twelve hundred of them, not 
alone articles of prime necessity, soap and candles, but again, 
sugar, brandy, cinnamon, vanilla, indigo and tea. '' In the Rue 
de la Bourdonnaie, a number of persons came out with loaves 
of sugar they had not paid for and which they re-sold." The 
affair was arranged beforehand, the same as on the sth of Octo- 
ber, 1789; among the women are seen "several men in disguise 
who did not even take the precaution of shaving," and in many 
places, thanks to the confusion, they heartily abandon themselves 
to it With his feet in the fire or a pistol at his head, the master 
of the house is compelled to give them " gold, money, assignats 
and jewels," only too glad if his wife and daughters are not 
outraged before his eyes as in a town taken by assault 



VII. 

Such is the political populace which, after the last pionthj 
of the year 1792, rules over Paris, and, through Paris, over the 
whole of France, [five thousand brutes and blackguards with two 
thousand hussies, about the number a good police force would 
expel firom the city, were it important to give the capital a clean- 

> Alexandre Sord, iHcL (dentmdation of the drcmnstaiice by Lecomtre, Dec 14, 1793, 
•ccomiMuued with official reports of the justices).— *'ArchiTes Nationalea,** F^ 3,968 (lettei 
of the directory of Cori[)eil to die Minister, with official report. Nor. 38, 1793). On the a6th 
of November eight or ten aimed men, foot-soldiers, and odieis on horsdMck, entered the 
fiuTO-house of a man named Ruelle, in the commune of lisse. They dealt him two blows 
with their sabres, then put a bag over his head, kicked him in the fiioe, tormented him, and 
almost smothered his wife and two w(Hnen servants, to make him give np his money. A 
carter was shot with a pistol in the shoulder and twice struck with a sabre; the hands about 
the premises were tied and bound like so many cattle. Flnilly Uie bandits went away, car- 
vying with them silver plate, a watch, rings, laces, two guns, etc. 

tMomUur, XV. 565.— Buches et Roux, XXIV. 335 and following pages.— R^tif de la 
Bretonne, " Nuits de Paris," VIIL 460 (an eye-witness). The lair )f iheae details are ghrea 
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ing out;1 tiey also, convinced of their rights, are an the more 
ardent^ their revolutionary faith, because their creed converts 
their vices into virtues, and transforms their misdeeds into public 
services.* They are really the sovereign people, and it is their 
innermost thought which has to be brought to light If we 
would dearly imderstand passing events we must discern the 
emotions which spontaneously arise in them on the trial of the 
King, at the defeat of Neerwinden, at the defection of Dumou- 
riez, on the insurrection in La Vendfe, at the accusation of 
Marat» the arrest of Hubert, and each of the dangers which in 
turn fall on their heads. For, this is not boirowed emotion; it 
does not descend from above ; they are not a trusty army of dis- 
ciplined soldiers, but a suspicious accumulation of temporary ad- 
herents. To command them requires obedience to them, while 
Aeir leaders must always be their instruments. However popu- 
lar and firmly established a chief may seem to be, he is there 
only for a short time, for what he is worth as a speaking-trumpet 
for their passions, and as purveyor to their appetites. Such was 
Potion in July, 1792, and such is Marat since the days of Sep- 

I CC Ed. Fleury, " Babceu^" pp. 139 and 150. Through a itxildng cornddenoe the party 
staff is sdil of the same order in 1796. Baboeof estimates his adherents in Paris as "4,000 
revolutionists, 1,500 members of old governments, and 1,000 bourgeob cannoneeis," besides 
soldiers, piisonen, and a pofice force. He also recruited a good many prosti tu tea. Tin 
men who come to lum are worionen who pretend to have artomlU in the Revolution and 
who are rtady to rtpuU Uu Job, frtvidtd U is Jvr tke purfou ^ kOOng theat rich rtucalt, 
tkt manopoSttrt^ mtrehanit, htformtrs^ and ptmaeM* mi the LuxttHhomrg.** (Letter of the 
agent of the Bonne-NouveOe section, April 13, 1796.) 

*The proportion, composition and spirit of the party are everywhere the same, especially 
at Lyons (Guillon de Montl^on, *' Mtooires," and Balleydter, " Histoire du peuple de Lyon," 
p€usim)\ at Toulon (Lauvergne, <* Histoire du department dn Var"): at Marseilles, Bor- 
deaux, Toulouse, Strasbourg, Besangon, etc.— At Bordeaux (Rioufle, "M^moires," 33) *'it 
consisted wholly of vagabonds, Savosrards, Biscayans, even Germans, . . enand-men and 
water-carriers, so powerful that they arrested die rich, and so well-off that they travelled by 
posL" Rioufie adds: " When I roui this passage in the Condeiigerie men firom every cor> 
ner of the republic e»Uaimed in one voice: 'It is die same in all the communes !***—€£ 
Durand-Maillane, "M6moire8," 67: "Thb people, thus qualified, rince the su pptes si on oc 
the silver loarc has been the most vidna and tno$t depraved in the community."— Dumoo- 
riez, II. 51. "The Jacobins, taken for die most part, from the most alject and most Imital 
of the nation, unaUe to furnish men of sufficient dignity for offices, have degraded offices to 
their own level . . They are drunken, barbarous Helots that have taken the places of the 
Spartans.** — The sign of their advent is the expulsion of the Gberals and of the refined ot 
1789. (" Archives Nationales," F^ 4,434> No. 6. Letter of Richard to the Committee fm. 
Public Safety, VentAse 3, year II.). During the proconsulate of Baudot at Touknise " ahnosl 
all the patriots of 1789 were excluded from the popular club they had founded; an inmiense 
number were admitted whose patriotism reached only as fiur back as the zoth of August 
179a, if it even went so for as the 3xst of last May. It is an established foct thai out of 
more than x,ooo persons who now copyoae the dub there are not fifty whose po*rw^fi% 
I aa for back as the beginning of the RevohidaQ.'* ^-^ . 
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tember. " One Marat more or less (which will soon be seen 
would not change the course of events." * — " But one only would 
remain,' Chaumette, for instance ; one would suffice to lead the 
horde," because it is the horde itself which leads. " Its attach- 
ment will always be awarded to whoever shows a disposition to 
follow it the closest in its outrages without in any respect caring 
for its old patrons. . . . Its liking for Marat and Robes- 
pierre is not so great as for those who will exclaim, Let us kill, 
let us plunder!" Let the leader of the day stop following 
the current of the day, and he will be crushed as an obstacle 
or cast off as an incubus. — ^Judge if they are willing to be en- 
tangled in the spider's web which the Girondists put in their 
way. Instead of the metaphysical constitution with which the 
Girondists confront them, they have one in their own head ready 
made, simple to the last point, adapted to their capacity and 
their instincts. The reader will call to mind one of their chiefs, 
whom we have already met, M. Saule, "a stout, stunted little 
old man, drunk all his life, formerly an upholsterer, then a peddler 
of quackeries in the shape of fourpenny boxes of hangman's 
grease, to cure pains in the loins," ^ afterwards head applauder in 
the galleries of the Constituent Assembly and driven out for ras- 
cality, restored under the Legislative Assembly, and, under the 
protection of a groom of the Court, favored with a spot near the 
Assembly door, to set up a patriotic coffee-house, then awarded 
six hundred francs as a recompense, provided with national quar- 
ters, appointed inspector of the tribunes, a regulator of public 
opinion, and now "one of the madcaps of the Corn-market." 
Such a man is typical, an average specimen of his party, not 
only in education, character and conduct, but, again, in ambi- 
tion, principles, logic and success. ** He swore that he would 
make his fortune, and he did it His constant cry was that 
nobles and priests should be put down, and we no longer have 
either. He has constantly shouted against the civil list, and the 
dvil list has been suppressed. At last, lodged in the house be- 
longing to Louis XVI., he told him to his &ce that his head 
ought to be struck 0% and the head of Louis XVI. has fidlen.^— > 
Here, in brief compass, is the history and the portrait of aU tfit 



iRflBdoir, "Chfoalqiiedetcbquaiitejoai^* 
■Scbaiid^ L 046 (Dutavd, May i9). 
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iiest ; it is not surprising that genuine Jacobins comprehend the 
Revolution in the same way as M. Saule,^ when, for them, the 
sole legitimate Constitution is the definitive establishment of 
their omnipotence ; when they call order and justice the bound 
less despotism they exercise over property and life; when their 
instinct, as narrow and violent as that of a Turkish bey, com- 
prises only extreme and destructive measures, arrests, transpor- 
tations, confiscations, executions, all of which is done with head 
erect, with delight as if a patriotic duty, by right of a moral 
priesthood, in the name of the people, either directly and tumult- 
uously with their own hands, or indirectiy and legally by the 
hands of their docile representatives. This is the sum of their 
political system, fi'om which nothing will detach them ; for they 
are anchored fast to it with the full weight and with every hold 
upon it that characterises their immorality, ignorance and folly. 
Through the hypocritical glitter of compulsory parades, their 
one fixed idea imposes itself on the orator that he may utter it 
in tirades, on the legislator that he may put it into decrees, on 
the administrator that he may put it in practice, and, fix)m their 
opening campaign up to their final victory, they will tolerate but 
on** variation, and this variation is trifling. In September, 1792, 
they declare by their acts : "Those whose opinions are opposed 
to ours will be assassinated, and their gold, jewels and pocket* 
books will belong to us." In November, 1793, they are to 

> Baches et Rous, XXV. 156 (extract fixmi the Patriatt FtmrnfmU^ Blnch jch 1793). 
Speedi by Chasles at the Jacoinn Qub, Blarch 97: "We have annoimced to oar fi^oww 
dtiaena in the country that by means of the war-tax the poor could be led by die lidi, and 
that they would find in the puraes of those egoists the wherewithal to live oa.* * l Ud,, 869. 
Speedi by Rose Locombe: ** Let us make sure erf" the aristocrats ; let as feree tfaam to meet 
the enemies which Dumouriez is bringing against Paris. Let us give them to ondentaod 
that if they prove treacheious their wives and children shall have their diroats cut, and dMI 
we will buna thdr houses. - . . I do not want patriots to leave the city; I want tfaam to 
guard Paris. And if we are beaten, the firrt man who hesitates to apply die tovcfa, let hfaa 
be stabbed at once. I want all the owners of property who have grabbed eveiytfaiag and 
exdted the people's anger, to kill the tyrsnts themsehres or else be IdUed." [Applaose 
April %.\-4bid., 302 (in the Convention, April 8) : " Marat demands that to(v»o rdatioas 
and fiioids of the 4migris be seised as hostages for die safiety of die commtsiioners in the 
hands of the enemy."— CC BaUeydier, XI7, xaa. At LyoiM, Jan. 96, 1793, QialUer addresses 
the central dub: " SoMS-cmlffttes, rejoice! the blood of the royal dger has flowed in sight ol 
bis den t But full Justice is not jret done to the people There are still 500 among yoo 
deservibgof the tyrant's &te! "— He pnpot/t% on the 5th of Februazya revolutionaiy tribtmal 
fbr trying arrested persons in a revolationary manner. '* It is the only way to Ibioe it (tfat 
Revdution) on royal and aristocratic fiu:tionists, the only radonal way 4? otMHgg tkt a^otT' 
tignfyqftht brave saiu-cmloiUs, wMo btimtgcttfy to «r."— H3rdens, a "»>8**rr! /^tMwm^ff f ^y my 
adds: " Let 95,000,000 of Frenchmen perish a hundred timas over nufaor than one single 
•divisible Republic!*' 
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dedare through the official inauguration of the revolutionary 
government: "Those whose opinions differ fix)m ours will be 
guillotined and we shall be their heirs."' Between this pro- 
gramme, which is supported by the Jacobin populace and the 
programme of the Girondists which the majority in the Conven- 
tion supports, between Condorcet's Constitution and the summary 
articles of M. Saule, it is easy to see which will prevail "These 
Parisian blackguards," says a Girondist, "take us for their 
valets I " * Let a valet contradict his master and he is sure to 
lose his place. From the first day, when the Convention in a 
body traversed the streets to begin its sessions, certain significant 
expressions enabled it to see into what hands it had fkUen: 
*' Why should so many folks come here to govern France,'' says 
a by-stander, " haven't we enough in Paris ? " • 

> M aUet-Dupaii, the last expression. 

*Binol,64. 

* Michelet, IV. 6 (according to nn oral statement by Daunou). — ^Budiez et Roiix, lot (Ltfr 
•er of Lonvet to Roland) : ** At the moment of the presentation of their petition agidnst anoM 
foot (departmental) by the so-called commissionen» of the 48 sectiona of Paris. I heard SaA' 
lane say in a loud tooo to those around hiao, somewhat in these wonis: 'Yoa tas^ mom, 
Ikaae depntiet are not up to the Revohidoo. . . That all oonas froai fifty, a I 
I kagucs off ; tkey dca't imdintaiid OM wwd yoa tar 1 '" 
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CHAPTER XII. 

P w a tffc m s sitiuition of a central government within the pvodncti ol a 
locd jurisdiction.— I. Jacobin advantages. — Their sway in the sectioa 
assemblies. — Maintenance, re-election and completion of the Commnne.— 
Its new chiefe, Chanmette, Hubert and Pachc^The National Guard re- 
cast — Jacobins elected officers and snb-officers. — The paid band of roa^^ 
—Private and pnblic lands of the party. — II. Its parliamentary recmits.— 
Their characters and minds. — Saint-Just — ^Violence of the minority in the 
Convention. — Pressure of the galleries. — Menaces of the streets. — IIL 
Defection among the majority. — Efiect of physical fear. — Effect of moral 
cowardice. — Effect of political necessity.— Internal weakness of the Girond- 
ists.— Accomplices in principle of the Montagnards.^W, Principal decrees 
of the Girondist majority. — Arms and means of attack surrendered by it to 
its adversaries. — ^V. Committees of Supervision after March 28, 1793. — ^Thc 
regime of August and September, 1792, revived. — Disarmament— Certifi- 
cates of dvism. — Forced enlbtments. — Forced loans. — Use made of tho 
sums raised. — ^Vain resistance of the Convention. — Marat, indicted, is ac- 
quitted. — ^Vain resistance of the population. — Manifestations by young men 
repressed. — Violence and victory of the Jacobins in the assemblies ot the 
sections.— VI. Jacobin tactics to constrain the Convention. — Petition of 
April 15 against the Girondists.— Means employed to obtain signatures.— 
The Convention declares the petition calumnious. — The commission of 
Twelve and arrest of Hubert — Plans for massacres. — Intervention of the 
Mountun leaders. — ^VII. The 27th day of May. — ^The central revolutionary 
committee. — ^The munidpal body displaced and then restored. — Henriot, 
commanding generaL — ^The 31st of May. — Measures of the Commune. — 
The ad of June.— Arrest of the Twelve and of the Twenty-two.— VIII. 
Character of the new governors. — ^Why France accepted them. 

"Citizen Danton," wrote the deputy Thomas Paine, "the 
danger, every day increasing, is of a rupture between Paris and 
the departments. The departments did not send their deputies 
to Paris to be insulted, and every insult shown to them is an in- 
sult to the department that elected and sent them. I see but 
one effectual plan to prevent this rupture taking place, and tha* 
308 
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18 to fix the residence of the Convevtioc and of the future as- 
semblies at a distance from Paris. ... I saw, during thd 
American Revolution, the exceeding inconvenience that arose 
from having the government of Congress within the limits of 
any municipal jurisdiction. Congress first resided in Philadel- 
phia, and, dter a residence of four years, it found it necessary 
to leave it It then adjourned to the State of Jersey. It after- 
wards removed to New York. It again removed from New 
York to Philadelphia, and, after experiencing in every one of 
these places the great inconvenience of a government within 
a government, it formed the project of building a town not 
within the limits of any municipal jurisdiction for the future 
residence of Congress. In every one of the places where Con- 
gress resided, the municipal authority privately or publicly op- 
posed itself to the authority of Congress, and the people of 
each of those places expected more attention from Congress 
than their equal share with the other States amounted to. The 
same thing now takes place in France, but in a greater excess." 
— Danton knows all this, and he is sufficiently clear-headed 
to comprehend the danger; but the furrow is laid out, traced, 
and by himself. Since the loth of August Paris holds France 
down while a handful of revolutionists tyrannise over Paris.^ 

I. 

Owing to the composttion and the holding of the section 
assemblies, the original source of power has remained Jacobin, 
and has become of a darker and darker hue ; accordingly, the 
electoral processes which, under the Legislative body, had fash- 
ioned the usurping Commune of the loth of August, are perpet- 
uated and aggravated under the Convention.* " In nearly all the 



"Moora,!!. i8s(0ct«>)-. *<ItbeTidaitthiitaU thedeptftmentBof fVanceareiatfaeoiy 
mOowedtolutveaiieqiialtharemthegovenunait; yet in fact the ringle d epi tii i eut of Ptofa 
hMthewliolepowwoftfaegovenunait" Thnm^tfaepfcnDreoftheiDobPlMltiDakMthe 
fair lor the Caorontioii and for all Fkance.— /M£, II. 534 (during the Mag's diaD. ««iUI 
die departnents of FrBiioe» bduding that of Paxil, are to leaHty oftea obliged to^ubmit la 
die ilftrr-*"!* tjVKOBj c£ ttmitcf hired ruffians in tlte tribunes who usurp the name and 
fbnctioos of die sovereign people, and, secretly directed by a few demagogues, gorem this 
■nhappy natton." Ol IMi., IL (Nor. 13). 

sSchmldl* L 961 Letter of Lauchou to the president of the Convention, Oct is, 179a: 
"The section of 1798 00 its own authority decreed on the 5th of tius month that all penona 
te « mmial senrke should ba allowed to vote m our primary assembli es. . . It would ba 
weB far the Natiooal Cooventlaa to convince the inhabttants of Paris that thtj alone do not 
I the estire fspubliB. However absurd this idea may be^ It is galnbg pctMd tf<Mf 
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sections,* those who occupy the chair are sans-culoUes^ and whc 
arrange things inside the chamber, place the sentinels and estab* 
lish the censors and auditors. Five or six spies, familiar with 
the section, and paid forty sous a day, remain during the session, 
and dare do all things. These same individuals, again, are in- 
tended for the transmission of orders from one Committee of 
Supervision to another, ... so that if the sans-cuIotUs of 
one section are not strong enough they may call in those of a 
neighboring section." — ^In such assemblies the elections are de- 
cided beforehand, and we see how the faction keeps forcibly in its 
hands, or obtains by force, every elective position. The Coun- 
cil of the Commune, m spite of the hostile inclinations (^ the 
Legislative Assembly and the Convention, succeeds at first ni 
maintaining itself four months; then, in December,* when it is 
at last compelled to break up, it reappears through the author- 
isation of the suffirage, reinforced and completed by its own dass, 
with three chiefs, a S3mdic-attomey, a deputy and a mayor, aU 
three authors or abettors of the September massacre ; with 
Chaumette, Anaxagoras, so-called, once a cabin-boy, then a 
clerk, always in debt, a chatterer, and given to drink ; Hubert, 
called " P^re Duchesne," which states about all that is necessary 
for him; Pache, a subaltern busy-body, a bland, smooth-faced 
intriguer, who, witn his simple air and seeming worth, pushes 
himself up to the head of the War Department, where he used 
all its resources for pillaging, and who, bom in a door-keeper's 
lodgings, rettuns there, either through craft or inclination, to take 
his dinner. — ^The Jacobins, with the civil power in their hands, 
also grab the military power. Immediatdy after the loth of 
Augfust,' the National Guard is reorganised and distributed in as 

day.**— ^/i9tt£, 99. Letter of Damour, vioe-prendent of the Pantheon section, Oct 99: *'C!l- 
ben Fans . . . hat declared that when the law b in conflia with gencnd opinion no atten 
tk» BUist be paid to it . . Thew distuxben of the public peace who deiire to monopoliae 
all plaoei» either in tlie numicipaUty or elsewhere, are themsehrea the cause of tibe greatest 



> ScHnidt, L 883 (report by Dutard, May 14). 

silortimer>Temau3i, VI. 1x7: VIL 59 (ballottings of Dec. a and 4). -In most of tliese and 
the foikiwingballottsngs the nimiber of votenii but ono>twentiedi of dMse registered. Chaa- 
sette is elected in his section by 53 votes; HOert by 56; Geney, a master-cooper, by 34; 
iMhenard, a tailor, by 39; Douce, a building-hand, by a4.->Pacfae is elected mayor Feb. 13, 
(793* ^ xZfSSx votes, out of 160,000 registered. 

*Bud>es et Roux, XVII. xoi (decrees of Aug. 19, X793).~Mortimer-Teniaux, tV. a93.— 
Beaulieu, "Easais,** III. 454. **llie National Guard ceased to exist after the totfa el 

ugust"— Busot, 454.— Schmidt, 1. 33 (Duurd, May 29). *< It is certain dwt dMR is at 

«ld fbice belonging to Paris." 
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many battalions as there are sections, each battalion thus becom- 
ing "an armed section"; by this one may divine its composition, 
and what demagogues are selected for its officers and sub- 
officers. "The title of National Guard," writes a deputy, "can 
f»o longer be given to the lot of pikemen and substitutes, mixed 
with a few bourgeois, who, since the loth of August, maintain 
the military service in Paris." There are, indeed, 1 10,000 names 
on paper ; when caUed out on important occasions, all who are 
registered may respond, if not disarmed, but, in general, almost 
all stay at home and pay a sans-culotte to mount guard in their 
place. In fact, there is for the daily service only a hired reserve 
in each section, about one hundred men, always the same indi- 
viduals. This makes in Paris a band of four or ^\t thousand 
roughs, in which the squads may be distinguished which have 
already figured in September— Maillard and hi? dZ men at the 
Abbaye, Gauthier and his 40 men at Chantilly, Audouin, the 
"Sapper of the Carmelites," and his 350 men in the suburbs of 
Paris, Foumier, Lazowski and their 1,500 men at Orleans and 
Versailles." — As to the pay of these and that of their civil auxil- 
iaries, the fection is not troubled about that; for, along with 
power, ' it has seized money. To say nothing of its rapine in 
September,* and without including the lucrative offices at its dis- 
position, four hundred of these being distributed by Pache alone, 
and four hundred more by Chaumette,' the Commune has 
850,000 fiancs per month for its military police. Other bleed- 
ings at the Treasury cause more public money to flow into the 
podcets of its clients. One million per month supports the idle 
workmen which fife and drum have collected together to form 
the camp around Paris. Five millions of fi-ancs protect the petty 
tradesmen of the capital against the depreciation in value of cer- 

I BeauHen, tbid., IV. 6.^'* Archives Natiooaks," F^ 3.349 (Oiie).^Letten of tiie OIm 
•dminiftraton, Aug. •4, Sept xs and acs X79a. Letten of tbe admbialiBton of tbe (HatHct 
of QennoDt, Sept 14, etc. 

SC£ above, cfa. tx.— "Archive Natiooalea," F^ 3.349. Letter of the a^ministrBtois ol 
the dislvict of SenUs, Oct 31. 1793. Two of the admndstraton of the Senftt hospital weie 
•mated by Puis oonuniasaries and conducted "before the pretended Committee of Poblic 
Safety ib Pans, with all that they poasesaed in money, jeweb, and assignata." The aama 
ooouniflaaziet cany off two of the hospital sisters of charity, with aU daa sOver plate in the 
estabfishment; the sisters are released, but the plate is not fetumed.— Buchec et Rous 
XXVI. 309 (P»iriot» Fnu$ia»s), Session of April 30, 1793. the final report of the c 
sion appointed to examine the accounia of the old Committee of Supervisioo : '* Pank 1 
Sergent are convicted of breaking seals." . . "67,580 francs fiiund hi Septenirs i 
nave disappeared, as wvll aa many arddes of viakm" 



• Schmidt, L 87a 
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tificates of credit. Twelve thousand francs a day keep down 
the price of bread for the Paris poor.* To these regularly allowed 
subsidies add the funds which are diverted or extorted. On one 
ride, in the War Department, Pache, its accomplice before be- 
coming its mayor, organizes a steady stream of waste and steal- 
ings ; in three months he succeeds in bringing about a deficiency 
of 130,000,000, "without vouchers."* On another side, the 
Duke of Orleans, become Philippe-Egalit^, dragged along by 
his old stipendiaries with a rope around his neck and almost 
strangled, has to pay out more than ever, even down to the very 
depths of his purse ; to save his own life he consents to vote for 
the King's death, besides resigning himself to other sacrifices ; • 
it is probable that a large portion of his 74,000,000 of indebted- 
ness at his death is due to all this. — ^Thus in possession of dvfl 
and military offices, of arms and money, the Action, masters of 
Paris, has nothing to do but master the isolated Convention^ and 
this it invests on all sides.* 

11. 

Through the elections, its advance-guard of fifty deputies is 
already posted there \ while, owing to the charm it exercises over 
excitable and despotic natures, over brutal temperaments, narrow, 
disjointed minds, weak imaginations, doubtful honesty, and old 
religious or social rancor, it succeeds in doubling this number at 
the end of six months.* On the benches of the extreme " Left," 

> Mordmet^Ternaux, IV. aax to aag, 243 to 260; VI. 43 to 58. 

•De Sybd, "HIstoire de TEiuope pendant la Revolution Fran^aise," II. 76.— Madame 
Rcdand, II. 152. "It was not only imponible to make out the accounts, but to imagiae 
«^ere 130,000,000 had gone. . . The day he was dismissed he made sixty appobtments^ 
. . . from his son-in-law, who, a Ticar, was made a director at 19,000 francs sdary, to Us 
hair-dresser, a young scap^race of nineteen, nrhom he makes a commissaiy of war." . 
** It was proved that he paid in friU regiments that were actually reduced to a few men.**— 
lleillan, ao. ''The&u:tionbecame the master of Paris through hired brigands, aided by dM 
millions placed at its disposition by the municipality, under the pretext of ensuring soppfie^" 

s See in the " Memoirs of Mme. Elliot," the particulazs of this vote.— Beaulieu, I. 445. **! 
saw a placard signed by Mazat posted on the comers of the*streets, stating diat he had d^ 
mandnd 15,000 francs c^ the Duke of Orleans as compensation for what he had done fix* hiia.** 
-.Gouverneur Monis, I. 260 (Letter of De& az, 1792). The galleries force the ConventiaB 
10 revoke its decree against the expulsSon of the Bourbons.— On tiw aad of Deoenber tha 
sections present a petition in Uie same sense, while diere is a sort of riot in the sidNiibs in 
fcvor of Philippe-Egalit6. 

« Schmidt, I. 046 (Dotard, May 13). "The Cooventioa cannot coimt b all Ptak tlibtf 
bekmgbg to its party." 

• Buchet et Rous, XXV. 469. On the caO of die houses April ta, 1793^ ntnetMn* 4ap» 
lias vote for Maiat. 
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around Robespierre, Danton and Marat, the origuial nucleus of 
the September faction, sit men of their stamp, first, the corrupt, 
like Chabot, Tallien and Barras, wretches like fcuch^ Guflfroy 
and Javogues, crazy enthusiasts like David, savage maniacs like 
Carrier, paltry simpletons like Joseph Lebon, common fanatics 
like Levasseur, Baubot, Jean Bon St Andr6, Romme and Lebas, 
after which and especially, the future representatives who have a 
grip, rough, domineering, dull fellows, who make good troopers 
for a political militia, Bourbotte, Duquesnoy, Rewbell, and Benta- 
boUe, "a lot of beggarly ignoramuses," exclaimed Danton,' 
''without any common sense, and patriotic only when drunk. 
. . . Marat is nothing but a yelper. Legendre is fit for noth- 
mg but to cut up his meat. The rest do not know how to vote 
either sitting or standing, but they have nerves and back-bone." 
From amongst these energetic nullities arises a young monster, 
with calm, handsome features, Saint-Just, a sort of precocious 
Sylla. who, twenty- five years of age and a new-comer, springs 
at once fi-om the ranks and, by dint of atrod^ies, obtains a 
prominent position.* Six years before this he began life by 
a domestic robbery ; on a visit to his mother, he left the house 
during the night, carrying off the plate and jewels, which ht 
squandered while living in a lodging house in the Rue Ero- 
menteau, in the centre of Parisian prostitution ; ^ on the strength 
of this, and at the demand of his friends, he is shut up in a sort 
of house of correction for six months. On returning to his 
abode he occupied himself with writing an obscene poem in the 
style of La Pucelle and then, through a fit of rage resembling a 
spasm, he plunged headlong into the Revolution. With " blood 
calcined by application to study," colossal self-conceit, a con- 
science that has broken its bounds, a sombre, extravagant im- 

I Pradhouune, " CrinMS de b R6volutioo," V. 133. Convenadoo with Danton, Deoenb 
bflfv 179a.— De Baiante, III. 133. The same convenatioo, probably after another Terbal tt^ 
dhfeo.— I am obliged to tubatitnte leia coarae terms fin* those o£ the quotttioo. 

s He it the first speaker on the part of the "Mountain "in the king's trial, andatoocebo* 
eoanes president of the Jacobin Club. His speech against Louis XVL is significant "Loait 
b aaodier Catifine." He shouki be executed, first as tndtor taken in the act, and next as 
Uag; diat b to say, as a natural enemy and wild beast taken in a net 

• Vatel, " Chariotte Corday and the Girondists," I. prebce, CXLI. (with all the documeata, 
the bttan of Madame de Saint-Just, the examination on the 6th of October, 1786, etc) The 
aitidea stobn oonsbted of six pieces of pbte, a fine ring, gold-mounted pistols, packets ol 
aib«r bee, ecC'^The youth dedaics that he b "about to enter the Comte d'Artob' ftgioMi^ 
of goaids imtil he b okl enough to entet the king's guards." He also had an Usa of «al» 
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agination haunted with the blo&dy records of Rome and Spaxta 
a mind so warped and perverted as to find rest only in the wild 
est paradoxes, in shameless sophistry, and in murderous false- 
hoods;^ all these perilous ingredients, mingled in the crucible 
of suppressed, concentrated ambition, long and silently boiling 
within him, end in constant defiance, in determined callousness, 
in automatic rigidity, and in the absolute policy of the Utopidm 
dictator and nihilist. — It is plain that such a minority will not 
obey parliamentary rules, and, rather than yield to the majority; 
that it will use in debate vociferations, insults, threats, and 
scuffles with daggers, pistols, sabres and even the ''blunder- 
busses " of a veritable combat. 

" Vile intriguers, calumniators, scoundrels, monsters, assassins, 
blackguards, fools and hogs," such are the usual terms in which 
they address each other, and these form the least of their out- 
rages.* The president, at certain sessions, is obliged three times 
to put on his hat and, at last, breaks his bell. They insult him, 
force him to leave his seat and demand that '* he be removed.*" 
Bazire tries to snatch a declaration presented by him " out of his 
hands." Bourdon, from the department of Oise, cries out to 
him that if he "dares to read it he will assassinate him."' The 
chamber "has become an arena of. gladiators." * Sometimes the 
entire " Mountain " darts from its benches on the left, while a simi- 
lar human wave rolls down from those on the right ; both clash 
in the centre of the room amidst furious screams and shouts \ in 
one of these hubbubs one of the " Mountain " having drawn a 
pistol the Girondist Duperret draws his sword' After the middle 

* C£ hb qwedi against the Idng, his report on Danton, on die Gu o uJi s ta , etc If 
the reader would comprehend Saint-Just's character he has only to read his letter to d'Ao- 
bigny, July ao, 179a : ** Since 1 came here I am consumed with a republican fury, which is 
wasting me away. . . \x'\% imfortunate that I cannot remain in Paris. I feel something 
within me which tells me that I shall float on the waves of this century. . . You daitgrdf,, 
you have not appreciated me ! My renown will yet blaze forth and cast yours in the shade 
Wretches that you are, you call me a thief, a villain, because I can give you no money 
Tear my heart out of my body and eat it, and you will become what you are not now— 
great! " 

•Buchei et Roux, XXIV. 296, 363: XXV. 323: XXVII. 144, x^s-'-M^miitmr, XIV It 
(terms employed by Danton, David, Legendre, and Marat). 
^Momteur, XV. 74.— Buchcz et Roux, XXVII. 254, 957, sessions of Jan. 6 aod May 97. 
^MomUur^ XIV. 851. (Session of Dec. 26, 1792. Speech by Julien.) 

* AfonHeur, XIV. 768 (wiiision of I)fc. 16). I'he president says: " I have called CalcMi •• 
order three times, and three times hns he resisted." — Veripiiaud declares that "The nujoriKy 
of the As-serobly is under the yoke of a stKlitioiis mirmriiy." — ISitL^ XIV. 851, 853, 86$ <»e» 
■on o* Dec. a6 and 27)— Btt.-hc/ el Roux, XXV. 396 (session of April 11 'p.>-.^Tf> 

O 
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of December prominent members of the " Right," *' constantly 
persecuted, threatened and outraged," reduced to "being out 
every night, are compelled to carry arms in self-defense," * and, 
After the King's execution, " almost all " bring them to the ses- 
sions of the Convention. Any day, indeed, they may .00k for 
the final attack, and they are not disposed to die unavenged : 
during the nighf: of March 9, finding that they are only forty- 
three, they agree to launch themselves in a body "at the first 
hostile movement, against their adversaries and kill as many as 
possible " before perishing.* 

It is a desperate resource, but the only one. For, besides the 
madmen belonging to the Convention, they have against them 
the madmen in the galleries, and these likewise are September 
murderers. The vilest Jacobin rabble purposely takes its stand 
near them, at first in the old Riding-school, and then in the new 
hall in the Tuileries. They see above and in a circle around 
them drilled adversaries, eight or nine hundred heads packed "in 
the great gallery at the bottom, under a deep and silent vault," 
and, besides these, on the sides, a thousand or fifteen hundred 
more, two immense tribunes completely filled.' The galleries of 
the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies, compared with these, 
were calm. Nothing is more disgracefid to the Convention, 
writes a foreign spectator,* than the insolence of the audience. 
One of the regulations prohibits, indeed, any mark of approval 
or disapproval, "but it is violated every day, and nobody is ever 
punished for this delinquency." The majority in vain expresses 
Its indignation at this "gang of hired ruffians," who beset and 
oppress it, while at the very time that it utters its complaints, it 
endures and tolerates it. "The struggle is fiightful," says a 
deputy,* "screams, murmurs, stampings, shouts. . . . The 
foulest msults were launched fi"om the galleries." " For a long 
time," says another, "no one can speak here without obtaining 

■Louvet, 7a. 

* MeOlan, 34 : *' We were for some time all aimed with sabres, pistols, and bluoderinMies.'' 
^Moore, IL 935 (October, 179a). A number of deputies abeady at tbis date canied tword- 
canes and pocket-pistols. 

■Danban, "La Demagogie en x;93," p. xox. Descripdon of the hall by Prodhomne, 
wKh niustxations.— /UUl, 199. Letberof BriMot to his constituents: "The farifands and th« 
baothantes have found diek way into the new haU."— According to PnidboauM» the gal' 
Itfies hold 1,400 persons in all, and according to Duhure, 9,000 or 3,00a 

•Uaan, L 44 (Oct xo), and II. S34- 

•Mmi§mr, XIV. 795- Speech by Laqiafaiais, Dec 19. lyga. 
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dieir permission." ■ The day that Buzot obtains the floor to 
ipeak against Marat, ''they break out furiously, yelling, stamp- 
ing, and threatening " ; * every time that Buzot tries to begin hk 
▼mce is drowned in the clamor, while he remains half an hour in 
the tribune without completing a sentence. On the calls of die 
House, especially, their cries resemble those of the excited aowd 
at a Spanish buU-fight, with their eager eyes and heaving breasts, 
watching the contest between the bull and the picadores ; every 
time that a deputy votes against the death of the King or for an 
appeal to the people, there are the ''vociferations of cannibals,' 
and "interminable yells" every time that one votes for the indict- 
ment of Marat "I declare," say deputies in the tribune, "that 
I am not free here ; I declare that I am forced to debate under the 
knife." * Charles Villette is told at the entrance that " if he does 
not vote for the King's death he will be massacred." — ^And these 
are not empty threats. On the loth of March, awaiting the 
promised riot, "the tribunes, duly advised, . . . had already 
k>aded their pistols."* In the month of May, the tattered 
women hired for the purpose, under the tide of " Ladies of the 
Fraternity," formed a club, came daily early in the morning to 
moimt guard, with arms in their hands, in the corridors of the 
Convention ; they tear up all tickets given to men or women not 
of their band; they take possession of all the seats, show pistols 
and daggers, and declare that "eighteen hundred heads must be 
knocked off to make thmgs go on right"* 

Behind these two first rows of assailai^ is a third, much more 
compact, the more fearful because it is undefined and ob&cure, 
namely, the vague multitude forming the anarchical set, scattered 
throughout Paris, and always ready to renew the loth of August 
and 2d of September against the obstinate majority. Incendiary 
motions and demands for riots come incessanUy fix>m the Com- 
mune, and Jacobin, Cordeliers, and r£v^ch6 dubs; fix>m the 

* Bnches et Roux, XX. 5, 396. Spee ch by Dupemt^ aeadon of April 11, 2793. 

s Daubon, 143. Letter of Valaz6» April x^.-JZi. MonUmr, XIV. fit, •enkm of Dec. 14. 
— /M£, 800, tesfioii of De& oo.—Ibid.^ 853, session of Dec a6. 

* speech by SaUes.— Laqfmiuus also says: "One seems to delibefate here b a five Coa- 
veadoa ; bnt it is only under the dagger and cannon of the fiictions."— IfMHOeracr, XV. ilo^ 
aesiionof Jan. 16. Speech by N ^ deputy, its delivery insisted on by CLaries ViUette. 

«lleiDan,94. 

•<'Archhr«s Watkwales/' AF, II. 45. PoUce reports. May 16^ 18, 19. "Thei* b tef 
of a bloody scene the first day."— Bodies et Roux, XXVIL 1*5. Report of Oaaosi inspec 
lot of the CoBTsation halL 
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assemblies of the sections and groups stationed at the Tuflerief 
and in the streets. "Yesterday," writes the president of th€ 
Ttiileries section^^ "at the same moment, at various points aboul 
Paris, the Rue du Bac, at the Marais, in the Church of St. Ens- 
tache, at the Palace of the Revolution, on the Feuillants terrace, 
scoundrels wer6 preaching pillage and assassination.*' — On the 
following day, again on the Feuillants terrace, that is to say, 
right under the windows of the Convention, "they urge the 
assassination of Louvel for having denounced Robespierre." — 
Minister Roland writes : " I hear of nothing but conspiracy and 
plans to murder." — ^Three weeks later, for several days, "an up- 
rising is announced in Paris";' the Minister is warned that 
^alarm guns would be fired," while the heads are designated 
beforehand on which this ever muttering insunectian will burst, 
In the following month, in spite of the recent precise law, 
"the electoral assembly prints and circulates gratis the list of 
members of the Feuillants and Sainte-Chapelle clubs ; it likewise 
orders the printing and circulation of the list of the eight thou- 
sand, and of the twenty thousand, as well as of the clubs of 1789 
and of Montaigu."' In January, "hawkers cry through the 
streets a list of the aristocrats and royaHsts who voted for an ap- 
peal to the people." * Some of the appellants are singled out by 
name through placards ; Thibaut, bishop of Cantal, while read- 
ing the poster on the wall relating to him, hears some one along 
side of him say: "I should like to know that bishop of Cantal; 
I would make bread tasteless to him." Roughs point out cer- 
tain deputies leaving the Assembly, and exclaim : " Those are 
the beggars to cut up ! " — From week to week signs of insurrec- 
tion increase and multiply, Uke flashes of lightning in a coming 
tempest On the ist of January, " it is rumored that the barriers 
are to be closed at night, and that domiciliary visits are going to 
begin again."* On the 7th of January, on the motion of the 

^MomUttr, XTV. 369 (Nor. i, xT^^.^^IUd., 387, tesnoo of Nov. 4. Speech by ttoyer 
sad Ganat.-^iW£, 383. Letter by Roland, Nov. 5. 

^MeniUur, XTV. 699. Letter of Rohnd, Nor. 38. 

*M0ttiUttr, XIV. 697, number for De& 11. 

^MmHtur^ XV. x8o^ section of Jan. x6. Speech by Ldiaxdy, Hugues, and Thibaut— 
lleiUan, 14: "A line of aeparadon between the two tides of the Astembly was then tnoed. 
Several depatiet which the focdon wished to put out of the way had voted for death (of the 
idng). Ahnost aD of these were down on the list of those in &vor of the appeal to the po» 
ffe, jrhich was the basis preferred. We were then known as a^Oamtt." 
{ ^M^niUur, XV. 8. Speech by Rabaud St Elienne.— Bi'chrz et Roux, XXIIL 34.-^ 
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Cravilliers section, the Commune demands of the Minister ol 
War 132 cannon stored at Saint-.Denis, to divide among the sec- 
tions. On the 1 5th of January the same section proposes to the 
other forty-seven to appoint, as on the loth of August, special 
commissaries to meet at the £v^ch6 and watch over public 
safety. That same day, to prevent the Convention firam misun- 
derstanding the object of these proceedings, it is openly stated 
in the tribunes that the cannon brought to Paris "are for another 
loth of August against that body." The same day, military 
force has to be employed to prevent bandits from going to the 
prisons " to renew the massacres." On the 28th of January the 
Palais-Royal, the resort of the pleasure-seeking, is surrounded 
by Santerre, at eight o'clock in the evening, and "about six 
thousand men, found without a certificate of dvism," are arrested, 
subject to the decision one by one of their section. — Not only 
does the Ughtning flash, but already the bolt descends in isolated 
places.^ On the 31st of December a man named Louvain, 
formerly denoimced by Marat as Lafayette's agent, is slain in 
the faubourg St Antoine, and his corpse dragged through the 
streets to the Morgue. On the 25th of February, the grocer- 
shops are pillaged at the instigation of Marat, with the conniv- 
ance or sanction of the Commune. On the 9th of March the 
printing establishment of Gorsas is sacked by two hundred men, 
armed with sabres and pistols. The same evening and on the 
next morning the riot extends to the Convention itsdf; ^^the 
committee of the Jacobin club sunmions every section in Paris 
to arms" to "get rid" of the appellant deputies and the ministers ; 
the Cordeliers club requests the Parisian authorities "to take 
sovereignty into their own hands and place the treacherous dep- 
uties under arrest"; Foumier, Varlet, and Champion ask the 
Commime "to declare itself in insurrection and dose the bar- 
riers" ; all the approaches to the Convention are occupied by die 
"dictators of massacre," Potion' and Beumonville bdng recog- 

Mortiiiier>Tenuux, V. 418.— «MM9Anw; XV. 180^ wemkm. of Jan. x6.— Bucbcs ct Roui^ 
XXTV. 099— JlfMutewr, XV. x8& Xetter of the mayor of Paris, Jan. x^L-^IhitL, 179. Let- 
ter of Roland, Jan. 16.— Buchei et Rotix, XXIV. 448. Report bj Santerre. 

> Buchez et Roox, XXV. 03 to a6.— Mortimer>Teniaux, VI. 184 (Manifesto o£ the omank 
oonmittee, March 9, s o'clock in the moniing).-^3«£, 193. Naxntive o£ Founuer at tlM 
bai o£ the Conventkso, liarch xa.— Report of the mayor of Pteia» March la— Report of the 
Minister of Justfee^ liarch 13.— MeiUan, 34.— Louvot, 7a, 74. 

•PaioB, *'M«mohca,'*xo6(Ed. Dauban): <* How many ttmes I heaid, * Yoa iMcaVw«*U 
haveyoarhMidl' And I have no doubt that tbey oten ptanaed asv MiMrimifla.'' 
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nised on their passmg, pursued and in danger of death, while 
furious mobs gather on the Feuillants terrace " to award populai 
judgment," "to cut off heads" and "send them into the depart- 
ments." — Luckily, it rains, which always cools down popular 
effervescence. Kervflegan, a deputy from Finistire, who escapes, 
finds means of sending to the other end of the faubourg St. 
Marceau for a battalion of volimteers from Brest that had 
arrived a few days before, and who were still loyal ; these come 
in time and save the Convention. — ^Thus does the majority live 
under the triple pressure of the " Mountain," the galleries and the 
outside populace, and from month to month, especially after 
March 10, the pressure gets to be worse and worse. 

III. 

Under this pressure from month to month tht majority frdtera. 
—Some are overcome by purely phjrsical fright. On the King's 
trial, at the third call of the House, when votes for death came 
down from the galleries above, a deputy near Daunou "showed 
in a most energetic manner his disapproval of this." On his 
tiim coming, " the galleries, which had imdoubtedly noticed his 
attitude," burst out in such violent threats that for some minutes 
his voice could not be heard; "silence was at length restored, 
and he voted— death." * — Others, like Durand-Maillane, " warned 
' by Robespierre that the strongest party is the safest," say to them- 
selves "that it is wise and necessary not to oppose excited peo- 
ple," making up their minds " to keep aloof imder the shield of 
their silence and insignificance."' Among the five himdred 
deputies of the Plain, many are of this stamp. They begin to 
be called "the Marsh Frogs." In six months they settle down 
of themselves into so many mute figure-heads, or, rather, homi- 
cidal puppets, "whose hearts, shrunk through fear, rise in their 
throats"' every time that Robespierre looks at them. Long 

> Tsillandicr, ** Documents Uographiques," on Daunoa (Narrative by Daunoa)» p. 38.— 
Donloet de Pontfcoolant, "M^moim,'' L 139: " It was then that the 'Mountain ' used all 
the means of intimidation it knew so well how to bring into play, filling the gaBeries with in 
■atdlites, who shouted out to each other the name of each deputy as be stepped up to the 
president's table to give his vote, and yelling savagely at every one who did not vote for immo> 
dbte and unconditional death." — Camot, " Mimotres," 1. 993. Camot voted for the 4eath 
of the king: yet afterwards he avowed that '* Louis XVI. would have been saved, if ths 
Convention had, not hdd its deliberations tmder the dagger." 

* Durand-Maillane, 35, 38, 57. 

•An expression l>y Dussau^t, in his ** Fragments pour scrvir k rhistoire de la Co o fe ath t 
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before the fall of the Girondists, "downcast at the present state 
of things, and no longer stirred by any inward impulse," their 
faces already disclose "the pallor of fear or the resignation of 
despair.'' ^ Cambac^r^ beats to the windward, and then takes 
refuge in his Committee on Legislation.* Barr^, bom a valet, 
and a valet ready for anything, places his southern mode of do- 
ing things at the service of the probable majority, up to the time 
of devoting his cruel rhetoric to the service of the dominant 
minority. Si^yes, after casting his vote for death, maintains 
obstinate silence, as much through disgust as through prudence : 
" Of what avail is my glass of wine in this torrent of dram-drink- 
ing?*" — Many, even among the Girondists, use sophistry to 
color their concessions in their own eyes. Some among these 
"think that they enjoy some degree of popularity, and fear that 
this will be compromised.* Again, they put forth the pretext oi 
the necessity of maintaining one's influence for important occa- 
sions. Occasionally, they afifect to say, or say it in good ^ith. 
Let them (the extravagant) keep on, they will find each other 
out and use themselves up." — Frequently, the motives alleged 
are scandalous or grotesque. According to Barbaroux, immedi- 
ate execution must be voted, because that is the best way to 
exculpate the Gironde and shut the mouths of their Jacobin 
calunmiators.* According to Berlier, it is essential to vote death 
for, why vote for exile ? Louis XVI. would be torn to pieces 
before reaching the frontier.* — On the eve of the verdict, Ver- 
gniaud says to M. de S^gur : " I vote Death ? It is an insult to 
supposes me capable of such a disgraceful act 1 " And, "he seta 
forth the frightful iniquity of such a course, its uselessness, and 
even its danger." "I would rather stand alone in my opinion 
than vote Death! "^ The next day, having voted as is wdl 
known, he excuses himself by saying " that he did not think he 

1 MMbme Roland, •'M^moires,'' cd BMTih« et BenriOe, II. 5«.^^ 
^MmiUur, XV. 187. Cunbac^rte vocn: <*Lotiit hat incuiTOd the penahias fgfaMi i hwl 
In the penal code against oonspiiaton. . . The execodon to be poetpooed nntil hoadlitlai 
oeaae. In caie of inTaaion of the French imlieij f by the eaendea of the republic, the dBC HW 
to be enforced. "—On Barriie^ aee Maranhy'a cnialiing aiticle fai "Biographical Fwaji " 

* Safaite-BeuTe, •• Cauaeries du Landi," V. ao^. (*' Si^res," acconUng to hb anpablihad 

« Madame Roland, II. 56. Note bj Roknd. 

* MoctiflMi^Tenanz, V. 476^ 

* lIonhner-TenuHuc, V. $13* 

' PhOppe de Stfsor, "MteoiNi^'' 1 13. 
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ought to put the life of one man in the scale against the public 
welfare." * Fifteen or twenty deputies, influenced by his exam- 
pie, voted as he did, which support sufficed to turn the majority.' 
— ^The same weakness is foimd at other decisive moments 
Charged with the denunciation of the conspiracy of the loth of 
March, Vergniaud attributes it to the aristocnits, and admits to 
Lou vet that '* he did not wish to name the real conspirators for 
fear of embittering violent men already pushmg things to excess." ' 
I The truth is, the Girondists, as formerly the Constitutionalists, 
are too civilized for their adversaries, and submit to force for lack 
of resolution to employ it themselves. | 

"To put down the faction," says one of them,* " can be done 
only by cutting its throat, which, perhaps, would not be difficult 
to do. All Paris is as weary as we are of its yoke, and if wf 
had any liking for or knowledge how to deal with insurrections, 
we could soon throw it off, But how can measures of atrocity 
be adopted against men who would make them a reproach 
against their adversaries ? And yet they would have saved the 
country." Consequently, incapable of action, able only to talk, 
reduced to protests, to barring the way to revolutionary decrees, 
to making appeals to the department against Paris, tiiey stand 
as an obstacle to all the practical people who are heartily en- 
gaged in the brunt of the action. — ^'^ There is no doubt that Car- 
not is as honest as they are, as honest as a booby fanatic can 
be." * Cambon, undoubtedly with as much mtegrity as Roland, 
pronounced as loudly as he against the 2d of September, the 
Commune, and anarchy.* — ^But, to Camot and Cambon, who 
pass their nights, one in establishmg his budgets, and the other 
in studying his cards, they require, first of all, a government 
which will provide them with millions and with armies, and, 
therefore, an unscrupulous and unanimous Convention; that is to 
say, there being no other expedient, a Convention under com- 
pulsion, which means, finally, a Convention purged of trouble- 



■ ninnrrfl ^- *- ^r-^ ( ""- -* '^' "^n — -^Tit " nnirrlniii fitaiim I b] 

tioB,- 83, 85. 
iMdMier, «• Vofage Ik PlMk,''(lirt months of 179s). TestiaoBjcrtheMgidde Aodral^ 
*Loinret,7S> 

• If. Oaiiot r M^Doirat''), IL 73. 

•M a m Skm, XIV. 43s, MMkn cT Nov. 10^ 1799. Speech bj Onbon: "That is the reau 
son whj I sbaO ohrays detest the ad of September; for never wID I approve of mmiiIih 
igos." In the some speech he Jostifiss the GirouSstsacabslnTiiBpraMhcrfedmfam. 
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some, dissentient orators ; ' in other words, the dictatorship o( 
the Parisian populace. After the 15th of December, 1792, Cani- 
bon gives himself up to it entirely, and even erects the terrorism 
of the rabble into an European system ; fh>m that date on^' he 
preaches universal sans-culotterie^ a regime whicli will have the 
poor for its administrators and the rich for its rate-payers, in 
short, the restoration of privileges in an inverse sense ; already 
the expression is true which Sifeyes subsequently utters ; the ques- 
tion is no longer an application of the principles of the Revolu- 
tion, but the salvation of its men. In the presence of this evei 
keener and keener necessity, numbers of hesitating deputies fol- 
low the stream, letting the Moniagnards have their own way and 
separating themselves jfrom the Girondists. 

And, what is graver still, the Girondists, above all these defec 
tions, are untrue to themselves. Not only are they ignorant of 
how to draw a line, of how to form themselves into a compact 
body; not only "is the very idea of a collective proceeding 
repulsive, each member desiring to keep himself independent, 
and act as he thinks best,"^ make motions without consulting 
others, and vote as the occasion calls for against his i^arty, but, 
through its abstract principle, they are in accord with tlieir ad- 
versaries, and, on the fatal declivity whereon their honorable 
and humane instincts still retain them, this common dogma, like 
a concealed weight, causes them to sink lower and lower down, 
even into the bottomless pit, where the State, according to the 
fbrmulse of Jean Jacques, omnipotent, philosophic, anti-catholic, 
anti-Christian, despotic, levelling, intolerant, and propagandist, 

i **Le Biarfichal Daroiist," by Bladame de BtooqnerOle. Letter of DaTOoit, httiiinw 
officer, June a, 1793 : 'We are animated with the tpirk of Lepdletiar, which is all that need 
be said with respect to our opinions and wliat we wfll do in the oooinff crisis, fan which, pe»> 

Paris. Perfidious eloquence . . . ais eif ati o e Tartufcs.** 

* Momiitur, XIV. 738. Report by Cambon, De& 15. "On the way Frsndi genenls aie 
to act in countries occupied by the armies of the repnbHc.** This important d o fiwMi a t is a 
true manifesto of the Revolution. — Buches et Roux, XXVII. 140^ ■ewion of May ao^ and 
XXVI. Z77, seadoo of April 87, speech by Cambon: "The department ef lUnudt says is 
tUs or »H«» individual : * You are rich ; your opinions cause us expenditure. . . I mean to 
fix y%u to the Revolution in spite of youisel£ You shall lend ytne fortune to the ivpabic, 
and when liberty is established the i«pubUc win return your capital to yon. — >• I shoold E1b% 
then, following the example of the department of Hteult, that tlie Cooventtoa siwiiM mum 
be a dvicloanefooebilttoa, to be sun>lied by egoists and tlie lukewarm. *^^ena«flCay 
\ nnanimiously. A forced loan of one bilion shall bo afedaon wealthy 



* Meillan, too. 
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forbids education, levels fortunes, persecutes the Church, op- 
presses consciences, crushes out the individual, and, by military 
force, imposes its forms abroad.^ At bottom, save an excess of 
brutality and of precipitation, the Girondists, setting out from 
the same principles as the " Mountain," march forward to the 
same end along with the " Mountain." Hence the eflfect of sec- 
tarian prejudice on them in mollifying their moral repugnances. 
Secretly, in their hearts, revolutionary instincts conspire with 
those of their enemies, and, on many occasions, they betray 
themselves. — ^Through these devices and multiplied weaknesses, 
on the one hand, the majority diminishes so as to present but 
279 votes against 228;* on the other hand, through frequent 
failures it surrenders to the besiegers one by one every com- 
manding post of the public citadel, so that nothing remains but 
to fly, or beg for mercy, at the first attack. 

On principle, it carries a vote for a departmental guard, but, 
owing to the opposition of the Montagnards^ it fails to put the 
principle into operation. — For six months it is protected, and, on 
the loth of March, saved, through the spontaneous aid of pro- 
vincial federates, but, far from organising these passing auxiliaries 
into a permanent body of faithful defenders, it allows them to be 
dispersed or corrupted by Pache and the Jacobins. — It passes 
decrees frequently for the punishment of the abettors of the Sep- 
tember crime, but, on their menacing petition, the trials are 
indefinitely postponed.^ — It has summoned to its bar Foumier, 
Lazowski, Deffieux, and other leaders, who, on the loth of 

> Speech by Duces, March aa '* We must dedde between domestic education and lil^ 
«i^. So kmg as the poor and the rich are not brou^t close together through a commoB 
•dncation, in vain will your laws prodaim sacred equaUty/" — Rabaut-Saint-Etienne : " la 
«rery canton a nadoud temple will be erected, in which erery Sunday its municipal oflSoers 
win ghre moral instruction to the assembled citizens. This instruction will be drawn frcnn 
books approved of by the legislative body, and followed by hymns also improved of by die 
legiilative body. A catechism, as simple as it is short, drawn up by the legislative body, 
duJl be taught and evei7 boy will know it by heart"— -On the sentiments of the Girondisli 
in idaticm to Christianity, see chapters v. and xi. of this volume.— On the means for equalia> 
iog fortanet, see articles by Babaut-Saint-Etienne (Buchez et Roux, XXIII. 467).— 
[iid,^ XXIV. 475 (March 7-1 1) decree abolishing the testamentary right.— Condorcet, in 
his '* Tableau des progrte de TEsprit humain,*' assigns the levelling of conditions as 
the object of society. — On propagandism abroad, read the report by Cambon (Dec 
15). This report is nearly unanimously accepted, and Buzot makes it worse by add* 
iog an amendment. 

* Buchez et Roux, XXVII. 287, session of May a8, vote on the maintenance of the 
Commissioa of Twelve. . jOOglc 

* MoniUury XV. 39S» tevioil of Feb. 8, Z793. 
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March, were disposed to throw it out of the windows, but, oia 
making their impudent apology, it sends them away acquitted, 
free, and ready to begin over again.* At the War Department 
it raises up in turn two cunning Jacobins, Pache and Bouchotte, 
who are to work against it unceasingly. At the Department of 
the Interior it allows the fall of its firmest support, Roland, and 
appoints Garat in his place, an ideologist, whose mind, composed 
of glittering generalities, with a character made up of contra- 
dictory inclinations, fritters itself away in reticences, in falsehoods 
and in half-way treachery, under the burden of his too onerous 
duties. — It votes the murder of the King, which places an insur- 
mountable barrier of blood between it and all honest persons.— 
It plunges the nation into a war in behalf of principles,' and 
excites an European league against France, which league, in 
transferring the perils arising fix)m the September crime to the 
frontier, permanently establishes the September regime in the 
interior. — It forges in advance the vilest instruments of the forth- 
coming Reign of Terror, through the decree which establishes the 
revolutionary tribune, with Fouquier-Tinville as public prosecu- 
tor, and the obligation for each juryman to utter his verdict aloud; ' 
through the decree condemning every hnigri to civil death, and 
the confiscation of his property "of either sex," even a simple 
fugitive, even returned within six months;^ through the decree 
which "outlaws aristocrats and enemies of the Revolution";* 
through the decree which, in each commune, establishes a tax 
on the wealth of the commune in order to adapt the price of 
bread to wages ; ® through the decree which subjects every bag 
of grain to declaration and to the maximum ; ' through the de- 
cree which awards six years in irons for any traffic in the cur- 

> Decreet of March 13 and 14. 

I Moore, 11. 44 (October, 179a). Dantoo dodarei in the tribune that <*the Coaventioa 
ihonld be a committee of instruction for kings throughout the universe." On which Moore 
ramarks that dut is equivalent to declaring war against all Europe except Switieriand.— 
MaUet-Dupan, "Considerations sur la Evolution de France," p. 37: "in a letter whadi 
<^finff» has brought to my notice, Brissot wrote to one of his minister-generals towards tba 
dote of last year: 'The four quarters of Europe must be set on fire; that is our salvatuxi."* 

* Duvergier, "CoOectioo des k»s et dtorets." Decree of March lo-ia. Tide I. artacfea s, 
la, 13; title II. articles a, 3. Add to this the decree of March 39-31, establishing the peo- 
■ky of death against whoever composes or prints documentf favdriag the re-estabfiahoMMi o ' 
loyalty. 

•Decree ef March a8, April 5 (article 6).— Ct the decrees of March s8 and Apifl my, 34 

• Decree of March vi^y*- 
•DecraecTApdls-?- 

^Decree of May 4* A law fixing the highest price at whkh grata ikeft be sold.— Tr. 
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rency;* through the decree which orders a forced loan of a 
billion, extorted from the rich ; • through the decree which raises 
in each town a paid army of sans-cuiottes " to hold aristocrats 
under their pikes " j ^ in fine, through the decree which, institut- 
ing the Committee of Public Safety,* fashions a central motor to 
set these sharp scythes agoing and mow down fortunes and 
lives with the utmost rapidity. — To these engines of general de- 
struction it adds one more, which is special and operates against 
itself. Not only does it furnish its rivals of the Commune with 
the millions they need to pay their bands; not only does it ad- 
vance to the different sections,* in the form of a loan, the hun- 
dreds of thousands of firancs which are needed to satisfy the 
thirst of their yelpers; but again, at the end of March, just at 
the moment when it happens to escape the first Jacobin invasion, 
it provides for the election by each section of a Committee of 
Supervision, authorised to make domiciliary visits and to disarm 
the suspected;* it allows this conmiittee to make arrests and 
inflict special taxes ; to Volitate its operations it orders a list of 
the inmates of each house, legibly << stating names, surnames, 
ages and professions," to be affixed to the entrance,^ a copy of 
which must be left with the committee, and which is subject to 
its control. To end the matter, it submits itself, and, '< regard- 
less of the inviolability of a representative of the French 
nation," * it decides that, in case of political denimciation, iti 
own members may be brought to trial. 

V. 

'*I seem to hear you," writes a sarcastic observer,* *' address- 
ing the faction in these terms : Now, look here, we have the 
means, but we are not disposed to make use of them against 
you ; it would be un&ir to attack you unarmed. Public powei 
emanates from two principles, legal authority and armed force. 
Now we will at once create committees of supervision, of whidi 

> Decree of April 11-16 (beeiing 00 die reducdon in value of die legal cmi e ucy. — Tn.). 

* Decree of May 90-95. 

* Decree of April 5-7. Words uied by Danton in die ootme of die debate. 
« Decree of April ^x\. 

• Decrees of May 13, 16, as, 33, 34, 25, 06^ and 99, Jane t. 

* Decrees of March 31-33 and Mardi 36-30. 
' Decree of March 29-31. 

• Decree of April 1-5. 

• Schmidt. I. 333. Report by Dutaid. May ic ^^.^.^^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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you shall appoint the heads, for the reason that, with a whq> of 
this kind, you can lash every honest man in Paris, and thus reg 
ulate public opinion. We will do more than this, for the sacrifice 
would not be complete; we are disposed to make you a present 
of our armed force, with authority to disarm anybody that you 
may suspect As far as we are concerned, we are ready to sur- 
render even our pocket-knives,' and remain apart, content with 
our virtues and talents. — But mind what you are about Should 
you be so ungrateful as to attack our sacred persons, we shall 
find avengers in the departments." '^ What good will the depart- 
ments do you, let loose against each other, afler you are out of 
the way ? " — No summary could be more exact nor any predict 
tion more accurately based. Henceforth, and by virtue of the 
Convention's own decrees, not only have the Jacobins the whole 
of the executive power in their hands, as this is found in civilised 
countries, but likewise the discretionary power of the antique 
tyrant or modem pacha, that arbitrary, strong arm which, sing- 
ling out the individual, falls upon him and takes fix)m him his 
arms, his fireedom, and his money. After the 28th of March, we 
see in Paris a resimiption of the system which, instituted by the 
loth of August, was completed by the 2d of September. In the 
morning, drums beat to arms; at noon, the barriers are shut, the 
bridges and passages guarded, and sentinels stand on the comers 
of the streets ; no one is allowed '^ to pass outside the limits of 
his section," or circulate within them without showing his certifi- 
cate of civism ; houses are invested, numbers of persons are 
arrested,' and, during the succeeding months, this operation is 
carried on under the sway of the Committee of Supervision. 
Now, this Committee, in almost all the sections, ''is made up of 
sans-culotUs^^ not fathers of families, men of judgment and ex- 
perience, people living a long time in the quarter, but ''strangers, 
or young men trying to be something," ' ambitious imderlings, 

> ** Archiret NatiooalcK,** F', 9,401 to 9,505. Records of the Mction debates in Paris.- 
Many of diese b^;in March 98, 1793, and contain the deliberations of revolutiooanr ''^n-rt- 
lees; for example, P', 9,475, the section of the Pikes or of the Place VendAme. We see by 
die official reports dated March 98 and the following days that die suspected were de pti ^ed 
«f all weapons, even the smallest, erery species of swocd-cane, including dress-swords with 
steel or silver handU^ 

* Buches et Roux, XXV. 157.—" Archives Natiooales," F ^ 9,494, section of the Reunion, 
JBdal report, March 9& 

•Schmidt, L 993 (Dutaid, May 14)--^^:, 994. ''If die Coovvadan allows cammitteas 
of i l iMi Mim taaaagdaaiisaodiarity, Iwill apt liv k a^ght daffc^-plfdllBiw jv 3. <*A1 
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ignorant dare-devils, despotic intermeddlers, imp.acable, gloomy, 
raw inquisitors. 

The first thing is the disarmament of the suspected. "It suf- 
fices that any citizen shall be denounced as such, and that the 
said case of suspicion be known to the Committe " ; * or that his 
certificate of civism be delivered to him only within a month,* 
for any delegate, accompanied by ten armed men, to resort to his 
house and search it. In the section of the Reunion alone, on 
the first day, 57 denounced persons are thus disarmed for "acts 
of indvism or expressions adverse to the Republic," not merely 
lawyers, notaries, architects, and other prominent men, but petty 
tradesmen and shop-keepers, hatters, dyers, locksmiths, mechan- 
ics, gilders, and keepers of refi-eshment saloons. One section, 
in defiance of the law, adds to these in block the signers of the 
petition of the eight thousand and that of the twenty thousand. 
"Through such contrivances," says an observer,^ "all the guns 
in Paris, nimibering more than a hundred thousand, pass into 
the hands of the faction." None remain for its adversaries, even 
in the gunshops; for, through an ordinance of the Commune, no 
one may purchase a gun without a certificate issued by the Com* 
mittee of Supervision of the section.* — On the other hand, owing 
to the power of granting or refiising certificates of civism, each 
Committee, on its own authority, interposes barriers as it pleases 
in all directions, public or private, to every inhabitant within its 
bounds. It is impossible for any person who has not obtained 
his certificate * to have a passport for travelling, although a trades- 
man ; no public employee, no clerk of the administration, advo- 
cate or notary can keep his place without it; no one can go out 
of Paris or return late at night. If one goes out to take an air- 

Moet an the section a^taton were atraDgen."—" Archives natiooales," F', 3,994 and 3,097, 
reoonb of debate in the c ommUt ee s of supenrbion belongmg to the sections of the Reunion 
fi9>A Dnrfts de l*Hooune. QuallQr of mind and education are both indicated by orthog. 
nphy. For instaaoe: **Lt tU Jfttr tt oh ftt* dtfus; orloger; Lecture d'nne letres du 
oobU ds aanl6 geaaad de kconventioa qui inrite k connti6 a se transporter de suites ches 
la dioyai Looii FaBna ma Daub c u i fc a lafibta de fiure pcnjuisition cbes lui et dans tout oes 
pi9kn» at qoe O811X qui paaitioaa snqiect loB y metes les aeUa." 

1 ** Aidiivea Natfa aaleB," F% 3,a94. Section of the lUnnioo, official repott^ March 98. 

'Bucfaes et Roiu^ XXY. 168. Anonfinanoaoftiiaoommnne^ Biarchaj. 

• Sdmiidt,!. 033. Report bj Dutard, Blay 14. 

« Baches et Rom, XXV. 167. Ordfaianoe of May 97. XXXVII. 151. Ordinanoe tA 
Maysa 

• ** Aichives Nattonales,'* F^, 3,994. See, b particular, tiie official reports of the bmoA of 
April— BudMs etRooz, XXV. 149^ and XXVI. 349 (onUnanoes of the rewrnnrny March a; 
■MtMera). ^ , 
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fag, there is danger of being arrested and brought back between 
two soldiers to the committee of the section ; if one stays at 
home, it is with the chance of being inspected as a harborer of 
priests or nobles. Any Parisian opening his windows in the 
morning may find his house surrounded by a company of car- 
magnoles^ if he has not the indispensable certificate in his pocket* 
In the eyes of a Jacobin committee, there is no civism but in 
Jacobinism, and we can imagine whether this patent would be 
willingly conferred on opponents, or even on the lukewarm ; what 
examinations they would have to undergo ; what questions they 
would be obliged to answer; how many goings and comings, 
solicitations, appearances and waitings would be imposed on 
them; with what persistency it would excite delay, and with 
what satisfoction it would be refused. Buzot presented himself 
four times at the Committee of Quatre-Nations to obtain a cer- 
tificate for his domestic, and Med to get it*— There is another 
still more effectual expedient for keeping the ill-disposed in check« 
The committee of each section, aided by a member of the Com- 
mime,' designates the twelve thousand men drafted for the expe- 
dition into La Vendue, and picks them by name, one by one, as 
it may select them ; the effect of this is to purge Paris of twelve 
thousand anti Jacobins, and tranquillise the section assemblies, 
where opposition is often objectionable. To this end the com- 
mittee selects first, and gives the preference to, the clerks of law- 
yers and notaries, those of banking-houses, the administration, 
and of merchants, the unmarried in all offices and counting- 
rooms, in short, all celibates belonging to the middle class of 
Paris, of which there are more than twenty-five thousand;^ 
according to the ordinance, every other one is taken, those un- 
doubtedly in worst repute with the Committee, this proceeding 

> BadiezetRoux, XXVI. 40a (utidefiom the /*4U^i»ilr/Vn^^ ••Amms^wam 

adUpKed lately to a frightful extent The majroralty overflows with pritooen. Nobody 
hM any idea of the iniofeooe and hanhness with whidi citizens are treated. Slaughter and 
a Saint-Bartholomew axe aD that are talked o£**—MeiI]an, 55. " Let anybody in any smbm 
blage or dub txpnm wacj o^ixaoa not in unison with municipal views, and he is wan to be 
amrested the following i^ght" — Gouverneur Moms, Mardi 99, 1793. "Yestenhgr I was 
arrested in the street and conducted to the section of Butte^les-Moufins. . . Amed aes 
came to my house yesterday." — ^Reply of the minister, Lebrun, April 3. " Dwk B l ai y virili 
were a genenJ measure from ^i^tuch no house in Paris was exempt" 

* Buches ec Roux, XXVI. 384. Speech by Duzot, session of May 8. 

* Bttdiet et Roox, XXVL 33a. Ordinance of the commune. May 1. 
« Sfbmidt, I. as6. Report by Dutaid, May 13. 
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•ilendng the tongues of the others and preventing evil talking in 
their sections.* 

While one liand dutches the collar, the other rummages the 
pocket The Committee of Supervision of each section, always 
aided by a member of the Commune,* designates all persons in 
easy circumstances, estimates their incomes as it pleases, or 
according to common report, and sends them an order to pay a 
particular sum in proportion to their surplus, and according to a 
progressive tax. The allowance which is exempt for the head of a 
family is 1,500 francs per annum, besides 1,000 francs for his wife 
and 1,000 francs for each child; if the excess is over 15,000 or 
20,000 francs, they assess it 5,000 francs ; if more than 40,000 or 
50,000 francs, they assess it 20,000 ; in no case may the surplus re- 
tained exceed 30,000 francs ; all above this amount goes to the 
State. The first third of this sudden contribution to the public funds 
is required in forty-eight hours, the second in a fortnight, and the 
remaining third in a month, imder serious penalties. If the tax 
happens to be exaggerated, if an income is uncertain or imag- 
inary, if receipts are yet to come in, if there is no ready money, 
'i^ like Francoeur, the opera manager, a man <'has nodiing but 
debts," so much the worse. " In case of refusal," writes the sec- 
tion of Bon-Conseil, ''his personal and real property shall be 
sold by the revolutionary committee, and his person declared 
suspected."' — Even this is simply an installment on account: 
"TTiere is no desire on the part of the Committee at the present 
moment to demand more than a portion of your surplus," that 

1 Schmidt, I. 301. '* In our tectioiw die best daas of dtiaeiM are atOl afhdd of impcito^ 
■Mnt or of bebg dhumed. Nobody talks ftedy.**— The Lyons rerolntioniBts make the 
aeme caknhttion (« Aichhes Nationaks,*' AF, IL 43). Letter addressed to the reprcsenta- 
tfrres of the people by the adm i nistnUoi s of the department of the Rhtoe^ Jmie 4, 1793. The 
levolntionaxy c o minifte e "designated for La Vend6e those dtisens who were most comftrta- 
Uy off or those it hated* whUst conditional enHstments with the privilege of remainfaig in the 
department were granted only to those in fiTor of iBs o a ganlsat ioa."— CC GdDon de Mont> 
ItovLasS- 

•Baches et Rous, XXYL 399. Onfinanoe of the coounme^ May 3, on a (breed loan of 
twdve milBoos» arlide «. "The revolutionary rwnmittiTS will regard the ap port t o Bm s u t 
bis simply as guides* without ragardmg them as a basis of action."— Article 14. "lliepsiw 
tonal and real ptup e ity of those who have not c onf ormed to the patriotic drafk will be seised 
and sold at the suit of the revolutionaxy committees, and their persons declared suspected." 

•Baches et Roux, XXYIL 17 {PairioU FniMfai$, number fer May 14). Fnmcoeur is 
tajced at 3,600 francs.— The same process at Lyons (Balley<ficr, 174, and Guillon de Mont- 
|6on, L 838). The authorised tax by the cnmniissaries of the Convention amounted k> she 
iY»ni;^m« The revohttianary committee levied tnirty and forty millions, payable in twenty* 
four boust on warrants without delay (May 13 and 14). Many persons are taxed fiom So^ooe 
» loo^ooo Inmcsy ti^ te]|t of the ret^ubitioos conveying ironically a hostile spirit. 
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which remains will be taken hereafier. Desfieux, the bankrupt,' 
has already, in the tribune of the Jacobin dub, estimated the 
fortunes of one hundred of the wealthiest notaries and financiers 
in Paris at 640,000,000 firancs ; the municipality sent a list of their 
names to the sections to have it completed; if only one-tenth 
was taken from them, it would amoimt to 64,000,000, which 
''big sponges," thoroughly squeezed, would disgorge a much 
larger amount "The richest of Frenchmen," says Robespierre, 
" should not have more than 3,000 francs a year." • The con- 
tributions of " these gentlemen " suffice to arm the sam-culotUs^ 
" remunerate artisans for their attendance in the section meetings, 
and support laborers without work."' Already through ^e 
sovereign virtue of summary requisitions, everything is spoil; 
carriage-horses are seized in their stables, while vehicles belong 
ing to aged ladies, mostly widows, and the last of the beriins 
still remaining in Paris, are taken out of the livery-stables.* — 
With such powers used in this way, the section makes the most 
of the old deep-seated enmity of the poor against the rich;* it 
secures the firm attachment of the needy and of vagabonds; 
thanks to the vigorous arms of its active clients, it completely 
overcomes the feeble, transient, poorly-contrived resistance whidi 
the National Convention and the Parisian population still oppose 
to its rule. 

On the 13th of April Marat, accused three months before and 
daily becoming bolder in his &ctiousness, is finally indicted 
through a decree of the incensed majority;* on the 24th he ap- 

> Baches et Rous, XXVL 463, MMkn o^tiM Jacobin Clab^ Blay 11. 

* MoiDaii, 17. 

•Budiex et Ronx, XXVI. 463, tesnon cT dM Jacobb Chib^ May zi. Speech hf II—m 
tt$iM,'~IMd., 455, aesiioa of the Jacdbfai Chib, Blay 10^ speech hf Robespfene; "The rich 
are all antUevoliitkmials; only beggan and the people can save the oonmxrf.'*^Ihid., 453^ 
N— — : " Revohttioaary battalions should be maintained in the department at the exp e u s a 
of the rich, who are cowazds."— /M£, XXVII. 3x7. Petition of the Faubourg SabtJ^ 
loine, Bfay iz.— Schmidt, L 3x5 (Report by Dutard, Bfay 13). "There is no recruiting in 
the fanbourgs, because people tlwre know that they are more wanted here dun in La Ve» 
dte. They let the rich go and fight They watch things here, and trust nobody hut thra 
senrcs to guard Paris* 

« "Archives NatJonaks," F^ 9,494. Section of the Rtenion, official reports of May is 
and 16.— Buchex et Rous, XXV. 167, ordinance of the commune^ Biarch 97. 

•Schmidt, I. 397. Report of P eiri fe i e , May aS. " Our group itself seemed to be gov- 
erned by nothing but hatred of the richly the poor. One must be a dun observer not to sat 
by a thousand symptoms that these two natural enemies stand in battle amy, only awaiting 
the signal or die opportunity." 

* Buches et Rous, XXV. 46a The papers examined by the accusers are dba nuaibMtif 
Marat's jounial for the sth of January and the asth of Febntaiy. The artlcia wUdl fi^ 
fpked the decree it his "Address to the National ConventioB,*' pp. 446 aal ook 

o 
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pears before the revolutionary tribunal. But the revolutionary 
tribunal, like other newly organised institutions, is composed of 
pure Jacobins, and, moreover, the party, has taken its precau- 
tions. Marat, for his escort to the court-room has "the munici- 
pal commissaries, envoys from the various sections, delegates 
from all the patriotic clubs" ; besides these, "a multitude of good 
patriots" fill the hall beforehand; "early in the mommg the 
other chambers of the Palais de Justice, the corridors, the courts 
and adjacent streets" overflow with ^^ sans -culottes ready to 
avenge any outrage that may be perpetrated on their favorite de- 
fender**^ Naturally, with his supreme infatuation, he speaks 
not like an accused person, but "as an apostle and martjrr." He 
18 overwhelmed with applause, unanimously acquitted, crowned 
with laurel^ borne in triumph to the Convention, where he thun- 
ders a song of victory, while the Girondist majority is compelled 
to endure his presence, awaiting his forthcoming proscriptions. — 
Equally as impotent as the moderates of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, the moderates in the street recover themselves only to be 
again felled to the ground. On the 4th and 5th of May, five or 
six hundred young fellows, well-dressed and without arms, have 
assembled in the Champs-£lys6es and at the Luxembourg to 
protest against the ordinance of the Commune, which drafts them 
for the expedition to La Vendue;* they shout, " Vive la Re- 
fubHque I Vive la Loi / Down with anarchists ! Send Marat, 
Danton and Robespierre to the Devil!" Naturally, Santerre's 
paid guard disperses these young sparks ; about a tiiousand are 
arrested, and henceforth the rest will be careful not to make any 
open demonstration on the public thoroughfares. — ^Again, for 
lack of something better to do, we see them fi^quently returning 
to the section assemblies, especially early in May; they find 
themselves in a majority, and enter on discussions against Jaco- 
bin tyranny ; at the Bon-Conseil section, and at those of Mar- 
seilles and rUnit^, Lhuillier is hooted at, Marat threatened, and 
Chaumette denounced.' — But these are only flashes in the pan ; 

> Budies et Roux, XXVI. 149; Narretiv« by Maxat, 1x4. BuUetin of the revolntioiuaj 
tANHMlt iciriop of the Coovention. 

* Buchet et Roax, XXVL 358, article m the Ckronigm dt Paru; 358, article by Mamt- 
Sohnidt, I. 184. Report by Dutard, Blay 5.- Park, ** Histoire de Joseph Letmn," L 8& 
Leitar by Robetpienre» Jr., Blay 7. 

*BudiecetRoux, XXV. a4oaiida4& Protest of the Mail section, of the electonl body 
if the Araena], Maraia, GiaviDicrs, and Ards sections. (The Convention, sewion of Apdl 
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To maintainlasting sway in these permanent assemblies, the mod- 
erates, like the sans-culottes^ would have to be in constant attend- 
ance, and use their fists every night. Unfortunately, the young 
men of 1793 have not yet arrived at that painful experience, that 
implacable hate, that athletic ruggedness which is to sustain them 
in 1795. "After one evening, in which the seats ever>'\vhert 
were broken " * on the backs of the contestants, they falter, and 
never recover themselves, the professional roughs, at the end of 
a fortnight, being victorious all along the line. — ^The better to 
put resistance down, the roughs form a special league amongst 
themselves, and go around from section to section to give each 
other help.* Under the tide of a deputation, under the pretext 
of preventing disturbance, a troop of sturdy fellows, despatched 
by the neighboring section, arrives at the meeting, and suddenly 
transforms the minority into a majority, or controls the vote by 
force of clamor. Sometimes, at a late hour, when the hall is 
nearly empty, they declare themselves a general meeting, and 
about twenty or thirty will cancel the discussions of the day. At 
other times, being, through the municipality, in possession of the 
police, they summon an armed force to their aid, and oblige the 
refractory to decamp. And, as examples are necessary to secure 
perfect silence, the fifteen or twenty who have formed themselves 
into a full meeting, with the five or six who form the Committee 

• ; die oommune, session of April a.)— XXVL 358. Protests of the sectioos of Bon-OoBssH 
end the UniC6 (May 5).— XXVIL 72 Defeat of the anarchists in the aectkm of Botte-des- 
llouJins. **A grnat many sections openly show a detenninadon to pat anardiy down.** 
</Wrw^ Framfois, May ish^/iui,, 137. Protests of the Panth6oii FoMMCtiM, Piques, Mai^ 
and many other secdont (Pairwtr Framfou, May 19).— /M£, 175. Protest of dM Fimoi- 
tM section (session of the ConTention, May 93). 

I Sdunidt, I. 189. Dtitard, May 6. 

•Mortfaner-Temauz, VII. «i8. Official report of the reunkm of the two sections oi the 
Lombards and Bon-Conseil (April za), " by which the two said secrioos promi s e and swear 
union, aid, fiatemity, and mutnal help, in case the aristocracy are disposed to destroy Eb- 
erty." — " Consequendy/' says the Bon-Conseil secdon, "many of die dtisens of the Lom- 
bards section, jusdy alarmed at the distuibances occasioned by the evil-diqxMed, came and 
proflfered their assistance.*'— Adhenon <^ the section of Les Amis de la Patrie. — ^Buches et 
Roux, XXVII. 138. (Ardde of the PairioU Franftds, May 19): "This brigandage is 
called assembly o/annhmed tectums." — Ihid., 936, May a6, session of the comraone. " Dq>- 
utadons of the Bi ontreuil, (^uinze-Vingts and Droits de I'Homme sections came to the assist- 
•nce of the Arsenal patriots ; the aristocrats todc to ffight, leaving their hats bdiind ttkem." 
—Schmidt, I. 913, 3x3 (Dutard, May 13 and a7). Violent treatment of the moderates in the 
Boo-Conseil and Arsenal sections; "struck with chairs, several persons wounded, one cap- 
lain carried off on a bendi; the gutter-jumpers and dun^yy shopkeepera deared ou^ leaving 
die teuu^uhUts masten of the fieM."— MeiUan, p. III.— Buchez et Roux, XXVIL ajj, mt- 
tioa of die JaooUn Qub, May ad '* In the secdon of Butte-des-MouHni^ the pattiaii^ faV 
iher weranot In fioite, seised die chairs and drove dM s 
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of Supervision, issue warrant? of arrest against the most prom 
inent of their opponents. The vice-president of the Bon-Consefl 
section, and the juge'de-paix of the Unit6 section, learn in prison 
that it is dangerous to present to the Convention an address 
against anarchists or sign a debate against Chaumette.* — ^To- 
wards the end of May, in the section assemblies, nobody dares 
open his mouth against a Jacobin motion; often, even, there are 
none present but Jacobins ; for example, at the Gravilliers, they 
have driven out all not of their band, and henceforth no "in- 
triguer"* is imprudent enough to present himself there. — Hav- 
ing become the people in council assembled, with free power to 
disarm, put on the index, displace, tax, send off to the army, and 
imprison whoever gives them umbrage, they are able now, with 
the mimidpality at their back and as guides, to turn the arms 
which they have obtained from the Convention against it, attack 
the Girondists in their last refuge, and possess themselves of the 
only fort not yet surrendered. 

VI. 

To accomplish this they have only to do in all sections simul- 
taneously what they are accustomed to do in each section apart 
ftt)m the rest ; thus substituted for the veritable people by force 
and fraud, they are able to conjure up before the Convention the 
phantom of popular disapproval. — From the municipality, hold- 
ing its sessions at the H6tel-de-ville, and from the conventicle 
established at the Ev6ch6, emissaries are sent forth who present 
the same addresses at the same time in every section in Paris.' 

* Here is a petition for signatures." " Read it." " But that is 
useless — it is already adopted by a majority of the sections." 

* In some of them this fakehood is successftd, or several of them 
sign it in good faith without reading it. In others they read ii 
and refrise to sign it; in others, again, it is read and they pass tc 

> Baches et Rotuc, 78, XXVII. on 1^ Jug§-d*-pttix Roux, caxried off at night and impck. 
ooed, April x6. — Mortimer'Temaux, IIL sao^ on the vice-president Sagnier, May la— 
Bucbez et Roux, XXVII. 231, Hay a6» on the five citizens of the Unit6 section arrested by 
die revolutionary committee of the section "for baving qtoken against Robe s pieir e and 
Maiat** 

* Buchex et Roux, XXVIL 154. Speech of Ltonard Bourdon to the Jacobins, May aa 

* Baches et Roux, XX VL 3. Address drawn up by the commissaries of the 48 — ^*'*'^ 
ap p iuv e d of by 35 sections, also by die commune, and presented to the Convention Apifl 15. 
-Otden iui:ve preceded it, like pilot balloons. ~/^«£, XXV. 319. Petition of tha ] 

.Apcfia-^XXV aaa Petition oi too yrrtta an BKS maaao^ Ayfl la 
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the order of the day. What happens? The intriguers ano 
ringleaders remain until all conscientious citizens have with- 
drawn ; then, masters of the debate, they decide that the petition 
must be signed, and they accordingly affix theu- signatures. The 
next day, on the arrival of citizens at the section, the petition is 
handed to them for their names, and the debate of the previous 
evening is advanced against them. If they offer any remarks, 
they are met with these terrifying words : Sign, or no certificate 
of civism ! And, as the sanction of this threat, several of the 
sections which are mastered by those who draw up the lists of 
proscriptions, decide that the certificates of civism must be 
changed, and new ones are refiised to those refiising to sign the 
petition. They do not rest content with these manoeuvrings ; 
men armed with pikes are posted in the streets to force the sig- 
natures of those who pass." ' — ^The whole weight of municipal 
authority has been publicly cast into the scale. " Commissaries 
of the Commune, accompanied by municipal secretaries, with 
tables, inkstands, paper and registers, promenade about Paris 
preceded by drums and a body of militia." From time to time, 
they make ^'a solemn halt," and declaim against Brissot, Ver- 
gniaud, Guadet, and then 'Memand and obtain signatures."'— 
Thus extorted and borne to the Convention by the mayor, in the 
name of the council-general of the Commune and of the thirty- 
five sections, the imperious petition denounces twenty-two Girond- 
ists as traitors, and insolently demands their expulsion. — ^Another 
day it is found that a similar summons and similarly presented, 
in the name of the forty-eight sections, is authorised only by 
thirteen or fourteen.' — Sometimes the political parade is still 

> Bucliex et Rofox, XXVL 83. Speech by Veiigniaiid to the Conrentioa, seaioD of April 
so. " These fiicts are notorious. Nobody can contradict them. More than zo^ooo witneMce 
would confirm diem."— There are the tame proceedings at Lycms Jan. 13, 1799, against ths 
petition for an I4>peal to the people (Guillon de Montl^on, L 145, 155). The official report 
of the Jacobins claims that the petition obtained 40^8x5 signatures. *' The petition was firrt 
signed by about aoo dubbists, m^o pretended to be the people. . . They spread dts 
report among the people that all who would not sign the address would have a Uack maik or 
be put on a list of proscriptions. They then had desks : <* < «' in all the pubKc squares, aad 
seittd by the arm all who came, and forced them to sign, i luuing no great result from dib 
diey made children tm years of age, women, and ignorant rustics put down their names.** 
They were tdd that the object was to put down the i»ice of bread. " I swear to yoo that 
this address is the woric of a hundred persons at most; the great nugority of the dtiseBS «i 
Lyons deshe to avail themsdves of their own sovereignty in the judgment of Lonia.'* (Li^ 
er of David of Ljrons to the president of the Convention, Jan. z6w) 
•"Fagnenty" by Laqjuinaia <b the memotn of Durand-MaiBna^ pL igfK 
► ««> 
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more incautious. Pretended deputies of the faubourg St. An- 
toinc appear before the Convention and assert the revolutionary 
programme. " If you do not adopt it," they say, " we will de- 
clare ourselves in a state of insurrection ; there are 40,000 men 
at the door." * The truth is, " about fifty bandits, scarcely knoMrn 
in the faubourg," and led by a former upholsterer, now a com- 
missary of police, "have gathered together on their route" aU 
they could find in the workshops "and in the stores," the multi- 
tude packed into the Place Vend6me not knowing what was 
demanded in their name.' — Factitious as these tumults may be, 
they are useful ; they show the Convention its master, and pre- 
pare the way for a more eflfectual invasion. The day Marat was 
acquitted, the whole of his "slums," male and female, came 
along with him ; under pretext of parading before the Conven- 
tion, they invaded the hall, scattered themselves over the benches 
and steps, and, supported by the galleries, installed anew in the 
tribune, amidst a tempest of applause and of clamorings, the 
usual promoter of insurrection, pillage and assassination.' — Not- 
withstanding, however, the energy and persistency of the block- 
ade, the Convention, which has yielded on so many points, will 
not consent to self-injury. It pronounces the petition presented 
against the Twenty-two calumnious ; it institutes a special com- 
mission of twelve members to search the papers of the Commune 
and the sections for legal proofe of the plot openly and steadily 
maintained by the Jacobins against the national representation ; 
Mayor Pache is summoned to the bar of the house ; warrants 
of arrest are issued against H6bert, Dobsen and Varlet. — Since 
popular manifestations have not answered the purpose, and the 
Convention, instead of obeying, is rebellious, nothing is left but 
to employ force. 

"Since the loth of March," says Vergniaud, in the tribvne,* 
** murder is openly and unceasingly fomented against you." — ^**It 
is a terrible time," says an observer, "strongly resembling that 
preceding the 2d of September."' — ^That same evening, at the 

> Buches et Rous, XXVI. 3x9 (Mmy za).— Meillaii, 1x3. 

• Baches et Roux, XVL 397. On being infinmed of this the crofwd sent warn deputlai^ tfat 
attar stating in rdation to the odiers: "We do not recognise them." 

•Baches et Rons, XXVL 143. 
«Biiches ec Roux, XXVII. 175, May S3. 

• Schmidt, L aza. Report of Dutaid, May Z3.—L atS. "AplodsnalljuadsrviV, oi 
■mqr bMub an ibglid ooL" (Tasassoa, Mkqr s>) 
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Jacobin club, a member proposes to "exterminate the wretchei 
before leaving." " I have studied the Convention," he says ; > 
"it is composed in part of wretches who ought to be punished 
All the supporters of Dumouriez and the other conspirators 
should be put out of the way ; fire the alarm gun and dose the 
barriers!" The following forenoon, "all the walls in Paris arc 
covered with posters," calling on the Parisians to "despatch the 
men at the head of the State as soon as possible."* — ^''This thing 
must be stopped ! " is the exclamation of the sans-culotfes. — ^The 
following week, at the Jacobin dub, as elsewhere, "immediate 
insurrection is the order of the day. . . . What we formerly 
called the sacred enthusiasm of fi-eedom and patriotism, is now 
metamorphosed into the fury of an exdted populace, which can 
no longer be regulated or disdplined except by force. There b 
not one of these wretches who would not accept a counter-revo- 
lution, provided they could be allowed to crush and stamp on 
the most noted conservatives.* . . . The condusion is that 
the day, the hour, the minute that the ^u:tion believes that it can 
usefully and without risk bring into play all the brigands in Paris,* 
then will the insurrection undoubtedly take place." Already the 
plan of the massacre is under consideration by the lowest class 
of fanatics at the mayoralty, the Ev^h6, and die Jacobin dub.* 
Some isolated house is to be sdected, with a suite of three 
rooms on the ground floor, and a small court in the rear; the 
twenty-two Girondists are to be caught in the night and brought 
to this slaughter-house arranged beforehand; each in turn is to 
be passed along to the last room, where he is to be killed and 
his body tumbled into a hole dug in the middle of the court, and 
then the whole covered over with quick-lime; it will be supposeo 
that they have emigrated, and, to establish the fact, l^dse corre- 
spondence will be printed.* A member of the Committee on the 

) Bucfaez et Roux, XXVIL 9. Speech of Guadet to the Convendoa, May 14. 

* Buchez et Roux, XXVIL 9. PairwU Frofifais, May 13. 

* Schmidt, I. 243. Report of Dutard, May i8.^Alao 245. 

* Schmidt, L 954. Report of Dutard, May 19. 

* Bergoeing, Chatiy, Dubosq, " Pieces recueiUies par la commiariop det Dooae et poblte 
ii Caen." June aS, 1793 (in the " M^motres " of MeiUan, pp. 176-198). AttenqMi at mn 
had already occoned. "Laqfuinak came near being killed. Many of the depotiet ^ 
Insulted and threatened. The armed force joins with the maIe£Kton; we haire aoooRft 
BO means of repression.** (Moctimer-Temauz, VIL 569, letter of the deputy Mkfael to Ui 
constituenti. May 90.) 

* Betgoeing, *' Faroes, etc.**— MeOlan, pp. 39 and 4a —The deposltiou aie all nwla b| 
ey e ir hnesi c i . The propoddons for the massacre were made in die meetingi at t~ 
Mar <9b Mb aBd n» wmI at tiba Conldien dub May as and 93. 
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Municipal Police declares that the plan is feasible: "We will 
Septemberise them — not we ourselves, but men who are ready, 
and who will be well paid for it." — ^The Montagnards present, 
Ltonard Bourdon and Legendre, make no objection. The 
latter simply remarks that the Girondists should not be seized in 
the Convention; outside the Convention "they are wretchea 
whose death would save the Republic," and the act is lawful ; 
he would see "every rascal with them on the 'black' side perish 
without interfering." — Several, instead of 22 deputies, demand 
30 or 32, and some 300 ; the suspected of each district may be 
added, while ten or a dozen proscription lists are already made 
out Through a clean sweep, executed the same night, at the 
same hour, they may be conducted to the Carmelites, near the 
Luxembourg, and, "if there is not room enough there," to Bic4- 
tre; here, "they will disappear from the surface of the globe."* 
Certain leaders desired to entrust the purification of Paris to the 
sagacity of popular instinct. " In loose and disconnected phrases" 
they address the people : "Rouse yoiurselves, and act according 
to your inspirations, since no counsel of mine will enable you to 
banish those you must strike downl" On the contrary, Varlet 
proposes a plan of public safety, very full and explicit, in fifteen 
articles: "Sweep away the deputies of the * Plain,' and other dep- 
uties of the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies, all nobles, 
priests, pettifoggers, etc.; extermmate the whole of that race, 

> The Jacobins at Lyons plot die same thing (Guillon de Montlfon, 348). Chalier says 10 
die dub: "We shall not fail to have 300 noted heads. Get bold of the members of die dfr> 
paitroent, the presidents and secretaries of the secdons, and let us make a bundle of them for 
die guillotine; we will wash our hands in their blood." Thereupon, on die night of May a8 
die revdudonary municipality sdze the arsenal and plant cannon on the H6tel-de-ville. The 
Lyons sections, however, more enevgedc than those of Paris, take up arms, and after a terri- 
ble fight they get possessM>n of the Hdtel-de-ville. The moral diflenrnce between the two 
parties is very marked in Gonchon's letters. (" Archives Nadonales," AF, II. 43, letten ol 
Gonchon to Garat, May 31, June x and 3.) ** Keep up the courage of the Convention. It 
ofed not be afraid. The citizens of L3rons have covered themselves with glory. They dis- 
played the greatest courage in every fight that took place in various quarten of the towi^ 
and the greatest magnamimty to their enemies, who behaved most villainously.** The nm- 
nidpal body had sent a fbg of truce, pretending to negotiate, and then treadieroasly opened 
fire with its cann<m on the columns of the sections, and cast the wounded into the rhrer. 
'The citizens of Lyons, so often slandered, will be the first to have set an example of tnit 
icpubEcan character. Find me a similar instance, if you can, in the history of rarohttkass 
bdng victorious, not to have sked a drop of blood I *' They cared for die wounded, watk 
laiaed a tubscriptioD for the widow* and oiphans of the dead, without distinction of p«tj. 
Ct UuivagiM^ ''HiitiQira do Var/' 175. The same oocun at Tookm (i n sur rec d on of dw 
OM>derBtea» Jnl^ xa and 13b i993).<~At Toolon, as at Lyons, there was no mmdcr wtm ihi 
flctary ; ookj flBgwar tnali and bm a B Ccmfc m of two or jdnoa 1 
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and the Bourbons, too, with entire suppression of the Ministers.** 
Hubert, for his part, alluding to the Girondists, writes in his 
gazette that " the last hour of their death is going to strike," and 
that, ''when their foul blood shall have been spilled, aristocratic 
brawlers will return to their holes, the same as on the loth of 
August." — Naturally, the professional slaughterers are notified. 
A certain Laforet, an old-clothes dealer on the Quai-du-Louvre, 
who, with his wife, had already distinguished themselves on the 
2d of September, reckons that " there are in Paris 6,000 sans- 
culottes ready to massacre at the first sign all dangerous deputies, 
and eight thousand petitioners," undoubtedly those who, in the 
several sections, signed the addresses to the Convention against 
the Commune. — ^Another "Septemberizer,"* commanding the 
battalion of the Jardin des Plantes, Henriot, on meeting a gang 
of men working on the river, exclaims in his rough voice: 
" Good morning, my good fellows, we shall need you soon, and 
at better work. You won't have wood to carry in your garbage- 
carts — ^you'll have to carry dead bodies." "All right," replies 
one of the hands, half tipsy, " we'll do it as we did the 2d of 
September. Well turn a penny by [it." — " Chejrnard, a lock- 
smith and machinist at the mint, is manufacturing daggers, . 

. and the women of the tribimes are already supplied with 
two hundred of them." — Finally, on the 29th of May, HA>ert 
proposes, in the Jacobin club,' "to pounce down on the Com- 
mission of Twelve," and another Jacobin declares that "tiiose 
j^ho have usurped dictatorial power," meaning by that die Gi- 
rondists, "are oudawed." 

All this is extreme, clumsily done, useless and dangerousy or, 
at least, premature, and tlie chie& of the " Mountain," Danton, 
Robespierre, and Marat himself, bettar informed and less short- 
sighted, are well aware that brutal murder would be revolting 
to the akeady half- aroused departments.' The legislative 
machinery is not to be shattered, but made use of; itmustbeem- 
ployed against itself to effect the required iiquiy; in diis way 

> Schmidt, I. 335. Report of Perri^, May 99. 

•Bergoemg, "Pitees, etc", p. 195.— Buchez ct Roux, XXVII. 296. 

'The insurrection at Lsrons took place on May 29. On the ad of June it it ttmeaaoaJ k 
iIm Convention that t)ie insurgent army of Loz^ more than 30,000 tlvoog, has takm Itew 
f^lob and is ahout to take Mende (Buchex et Roux, XXVII. 387).— A threaiaiinf •ddrm 
ftom Bordeaux (May 14) and from thirty-two sections in Mararillw (May as) agaiatt tha 
|M*ins (BudMsatRoaix, XXVII. 3, %x^),~GL RolifaMt fa ««Lt Anolt dw nMiliiilHi%' 

•**• ** Digitized by GoOglC 
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the operation at a distance will appear legal, and, garnished with 
the usual high-flown speeches, impose on the provincial mind.' 
From the 3d of April, Robespierre, in the Jacobin club, always 
ciicumspect and considerate, had limited and defined in advance 
the coming insurrection. " Let all good citizens," he says, "meet 
in their sections, and come and force us to place the disloyal dep- 
utUs under arrest,^^ Carefully guarded, this, and quite proper, 
on referring back to principles. The people always reserves the 
right to co-operate with its mandatories, which right it practices 
daily in the galleries. Through extreme precaution, which well 
depicts the man,* Robespierre refuses to go any further in his 
interference. " I am incapable of advising the people what steps 
to take for its salvation. That is not given to one man alone. 
I, who am exhausted by four years of revolution, and by the 
heart-rending spectacle of the triumph of tyranny, am not thus 
favored. ... I, who am wasted by a slow fever, and, above 
all, by the fever of patriotism. As I have said, there remains 
for me no other duty to fulfill at the present moment." More- 
over, he enjoins the municipality "to unite with the people, and 
form a dose alliance with it" — In other words, the blow must be 
struck by the Commune, the "Mountain" must appear to have 
oothmg to do with it. But, "it is fully in the secret" ; ^ its chiefii 
pull the wires which set the brutal dancing-jacks in motion on 
the public trestles of the H6tel-de-ville. Danton and Lacroix 
wrote in the bureau of the Committee of " Pubhc Safety," the 
insolent summons which the procureur of the Commune is to 
read to the Convention on the 31st of May, and, during seven 
da)r8 of crisis, Danton, Robespierre and Marat are the counsd- 

> MortimawTeniatuc, VII^ 38. 

'Bucheae et Roux, XXVII. 397, session of the Jacobins, May ^. 

* Baxrbv, " M6inoires," II. 91, 94. Mendadoiis as Barr^re {s» hit tesdmony here may be 
ttooepted. I see no reason why he should state what is not true ; he was well informed, as ho 
bdonged to the Committee of PubHc Safety. His statements, besides, on the coraplidty ol 
th« Mountain and on the rftle of Danton are confinned by the whole mass of &cts. — Buches 
«t Rouz, XXVIII. 900 (speech by Danton in the Convention, June 13). "Without ^ 
ffttpftn of the 3Ut ol May, without the insunnection the conspirators would have triumphed; 
dwy would have given us die law. Let the crime of that insurrection be on our heads! 
Thmi biturracUoH — / mytt^ di$HantUd it/ . , I demand a declaration by the Qmveii- 
tioo, that without the insurrection of May 31. liberty would be no more ! **^Ibid., aaa 
Speech by Lederc at the Cordeliers club, June 27. ** Was it not Legendre who rendered 
abortive our wise measures, so often taken, to exterminate our enemies T He and Damiom d 
wm», wk», ikrvHgh their culpable resistance, retiuced ns to t/u moderatism of the 314/ ^May» 
Legendre and Danton are the men who opposed the revolubot vy slqis wUdi w« had tthif 
\^ff»X^Kj%io€rH»koHtaMhe aristoanisinPieH^f** 
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lore, directors and moderatore of all proceedings, and icad, push 
on or restrain the supernumeraries of the insurrection within the 
limits of this programme. 

VII. 

It is a tragi-comic play in three acts, each winding up with a 
sensation, always the same and always foreseen ; Legendre, one 
of the principal machinists, has taken pains to announce before- 
hand that, "If this lasts any longer," said he, at the Cordeliers 
club,* "if the * Mountain ' remains quiet any longer, I shall call in 
the people, and tell the galleries to come down and take part 
with us in the deliberations." — ^To begin, on the 27th of May, in 
relation to the arrest of Hubert and his companions, the " Moim- 
tain," supported by the galleries, becomes furious.* In vain has 
the majority declared itself, and still frequently repeats its decla- 
ration. "We shall resist," says Danton, **so long as there are a 
hundred true citizens to help us." "President," exclaims Marat 
to Isnard, "you are a tyrant! a despicable tyrant 1" "I de- 
mand," says Couthon, "that the President be impeached!" 
" Off with the President to the Abbaye ! "—The " Mountain" has 
decided that he shall not preside ; it springs frt>m the bendies 
and rushes at him, shouts "death to him," becomes hoarse with 
its vociferations, and compels him to leave the diair through 
weariness and exhaustion. It drives out his successor, FonfiMe^ 
m the same manner, and ends by putting H6rault-S6chelles, one 
of its own accomplices, in the chair. — Meanwhile, at the entrance 
of the Convention, "the regulations have been violated"; a 
crowd of armed men "have spread through the passages and 
obstructed the approaches " ; the deputies, Meillan, Chiappe and 
Lydon, on attempting to leave, are arrested, Lydon being 
stopped "by the point of a sabre at his breast,"^ while the lead- 
ere on the inside encourage, protect and justify their trusty aids 
outdoore. — Marat, with his usual audacity, on learning that Raf- 
fet, the commandant, was clearing the passages, comes to him 
" with a pistol in his hand and puts him un ier arrest," * on the 
ground that the people, the sacred rights of petition and the 

I Scfaaidt, I. 044. Report by Dutard, May i8. 

> Bvcbes «t Roox, XXVII. 253 and foHowing pages, aearioB of May aj.— MoitiiMr-T«» 
■Mcc, VIL 094.— Buches et Roux, XXVllI. 9 ("Pr^ds n^^de," Vf Gofias). 
• Buchet et Ronx, XXVIL 958.— Meillan. 43. 

I et Rous, XXVII. 9^ (wtmla of R*flel). 
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petitioners must be respected There are "five or six hund: ed^ 
almost all of them armed," * stationed for three hours at the 
doors of the hall \ at the last moment, two other troops, de- 
spatched by the Gravilliers and Croix-Rouge sections, arrive and 
bring them their final afflux. Thus strengthened, they spring 
over the benches assigned to them, spread through the hall, and 
mingle with the deputies who still remain in their seats. It is 
after midnight; many of the representatives, worn out with 
fetigue and disgust, have left ; P6tion, Lasource, and a few oth- 
ers, who wish to get in, "cannot penetrate the threatening crowd." 
To compensate themselves, and in the places of the absent, the 
petitioners, constituting themselves representatives of France, 
vote with the " Mountain," while the Jacobin president, far from 
turning them out, himself invites them " to set aside all obstacles 
prejudicial to the welfare of the people." In this gesticulating 
crowd, in the half-light of smoky lamps, amidst the uproar of 
the galleries, it is difficult to hear well what motion is put to vote; 
it is not easy to see who rises or sits down, and two decrees pass, 
or seem to pass, one releasing Hubert and his accomplices, and 
the other revoking the commission of the Twelve.* Forthwith 
the messengers who await the issue run out and carry the good 
news to the H6tel-de-ville, the Commune celebrating its triumph 
with an explosion of applause. 

The next morning, however, notwithstanding the terrors of a 
call of the House and the fiiry of the " Mountain," the majority, 
as a defensive stroke, revokes the decree by which it is disarmed, 
while a new decree maintains the commission of the Twelve; 
the operation, accordingly, is to be done over again, but not 
the whole of it ; for H6bat and the others imprisoned remain at 
Kberty, while the majority, which, through a sense of propriety 
or the instinct of self-preservation, had again placed its sentinels 
on the outposts, consents, either through weakness or hopes of 

t llenkn, 44.— Buches et Roux, XXVIL 967, 98a 

'Ifdllaii, 44. '^Placed opponte the president, within ten paces of hfan, with nqr cyet oo^ 
■tandy fixed 00 htm, beouise in the horrible din which disgraced the Assembly we could 
hsve no oUmt c o mp a si to steer by, I can testify that I neither saw nor heaxd the decree pot 
to vote.**— Baches et Rous, XXVIL 278. Speech by Oaselin, session of May a8: *'I pi». 
feated the decree as drawn tip to the secretaries for their signatures tfab morning. One ef 
diem, after leadbg it, observed to me that the last article had not been decreed, but diat the 
pvBoeding articles had been."— Mortimer-Temaux, VI I. 56a. Letter of the deputy Michel, 
Ifay 99. "The guards were forced, and the sanctuary of the law invested frpm about foul 
•0 tan booiife so that nobody could le& / the hall even for the most urgent purposes." 
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conciliation^ to let die {nisoners remain free. The result is they 
have had the worst of the fight. Their adversaries, accordingly, 
are encouraged, and at once renew the attack, their tactics, very 
simple, being those which have already proved so successfiil on 
the loth of August 

The matter now in hand » to invoke against the derived and 
provisional rights of the government, the superior and inalien- 
able right of the people; also, to substitute for legal authority, 
whidi, in its nature, is limited, revolutionaiy power, which, in its 
essence, is absolute. To this end the section of the City, under 
the vice-presidency of Maillard, the "Septemberiser," invites the 
other forty-seven sections each to elect two commissaries, with 
^unlimited powers.** In thirty-three sections, purged, terrified, 
or deserted, the Jacobins, alone, or almost alone,^ elect the most 
determined of their band, particulaiiy aliens and its greatest ras- 
cals, in all sixty-six commissaries, who, on the evening of the 
29th, meet at die Ev6ch6, and select nine of their number to 
form, under the presidency of Dobsen, a central and revolution- 
ary executive committee. These nine persons are entirely 
unknown;* all are obscure subordinates,^ mere puppets and 
manikins; eij^t days after» on finishing their performance, when 
tiiey are no longer needed, they will be withdrawn behind 
die scenes. In the mean time they pass for the mandatories of 
the popular sovereign, with fiill power in all directions, because 
he has delegated his omnq>otence to them, and the sole power, 
because their investiture is the most recent; under this sano* 
tion, they stalk around somewhat like supernumeraries at the 



' MofftfaiittvxeRmiJCf VII. joS. iMliBCt bob ns o nicwl npoits of ns prtrioric dnb M 
Bntte-dCT-MonliM, May 30. "CoiwhWiring tfat the minority of th« lacdoo, kpowB. Ibr to 
indmm and to aatUeroluttouuy ipiiit» wodd dedine tfaif decdon or would dect comnm- 
miet not eqioying the confidence of patriots," . . the patriotic dub takes upon toelf the 
dntj of electing the two commtoariei demanded. 

'Duruid-Maillan, 997. "FiagiBent," by Laqjuinais. "Seven aliens, seven outside 
agents, Desfieux, Proly, Pereyia, Dnbuissoa, Gusman, the two brothen Firey, etc, were set 
op by the coounune as an insurrectionary committee." Most of them are vile Idlows, as ii 
the case with Variety Dobsen, Hassenfiats, Roustelin, Desfieux, Gusman, etc 

* Buches ec Roux, XXVIII. 156. *' We, members of the revolutionary commtoinn, dti- 
aens CKmence, of the Bon-Conseil section ; Dunouy, of die SoMKuhUn section; Benin, oi 
the section of Les March^; Auvray, of the section of Mont>Blanc; S^guy, of the section el 
ButtBKles-Moulins; Moissanl, of Crenelle : Berot, canton d'Issy; Roussdtn, section of the 
Uaiti6 ; Marchand, section of Mont-Blanc; Grespin, section of Grevilfiera.'' They resign «■ 
the 6lh of June.— >The commission, at first composed of mne m embeis , ends hi oooposing 
d a im (Baches et Roux, XXVIL3t6k official reports of the ooouMno^ May 3s.) Miyas 
(PpaMhlqr Facto 10 ito Committee of Public Safaly, Joat i.) 
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Opera, dressed in purple and gold, representing a conclave of 
cardinals or the Diet of the Holy Empire. Never has the 
political drama degenerated into such an impudent farce 1 — Co 
the 31st, at half-past six o'clock in the morning, Dobsen and 
his bullies present themselves at the council-general of the Com- 
mune, tender their credentials, and make known to it its deposi- 
tion. The Council, with edifying complacency, accepts the fiat 
and leaves the department With no less grateful readiness 
Dobsen summons it back, and reinstates it in all its functions, in 
the name of the people, and declares that it merits the esteem 
of the country.^ At the same time another demagogue, Varlet, 
performs the same ceremony with the Council of the department, 
and both bodies, consecrated by a new baptism, join the sixty- 
six commissaries to exercise together the same dictatorship. — 
What could be more legitimate ? The Convention would err in 
making any opposition : ^' It was elected merely to condemn the 
tyrant and to frame a constitution ; the sovereign has invested 
it with no other power;' accordingly, other acts, its warrants of 
arrest, are simply usurpations and despotism. Paris, moreover, 
represents France better than it does, for Paris is "the extract of 
all the departments, the mirror of opinion," ^ the advance-guard 
of patriotism. "Remember the loth of August;* previous to 
that epoch, opinions in the Republic were divided ; but, scarcely 
had you struck the decisive blow when all subsided into silence. 
Have no fear of the departments ; with a litde terror and a few 
teachings, we shall turn all minds in our favor." Fault-finders 
persist in demanding the convocation of primary assemblies. 
"Was not the loth of August necessary ? Did not the depart- 
ments then endorse what Paris did ? They will do so this time. 
It is Paris which saved them." ' — Consequently, the new govem- 
ment places Henriot, a reliable man, and one of the September 
massacrers, in full conmiand of the armed force; then, through 
a proceedmg which the law declares a capital offence, it orders 
the alarm gun to be fired; on the other hand, it beats a general 

> Bocbet «t Roox, XXVIL yA. Oificial reports of the cnmrnniM^ May 31.-/HUL, 316. 
llbrtiiiMivTcnMHiz, VII. 319. 

• Bacfaet ec Roujc, XXVIL 974. Speech by Hmenftt? to the JacoMn Onb^ Miy?' 

• Baches et Rouac, XXYIL 346 (speech by Lbdltter hi the ConventloB, ICey 31). 

< Baches et Roux, XXVII. 300, lesaon of the Conventioa, May 3a Words ottwad by 
Hnssenfrats, Variet, and ChabeC, and denounced by fjii^ninak. 

• Madame Rolaii4 " Appel k rimfflrtiale potterit4" CanrMsatba ol Madams Rolwi.ai 
lhaeT«BiiigofMagr3i9«ilhr ^* -- * CaRoasd. wMi a caaaoaasK ^ j 
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call to arms, sounis the tocsin and closes the barriers; the post* 
ofRce managers are put in arrest, and letters are intercepted and 
opened ; the order is given to disarm the suspected and hand 
their arms over to patriots; '^ forty sous a day are allowed to 
citizens with small means whfle under arms." * Notice is given 
without fail the precedmg evening to the trusty men of the quar- 
ter; accordingly, early in the morning, the Committee of Super- 
vision has already selected fix>m the Jacobin sections "the most 
needy companies in order to arm those the most worthy of com- 
batting for liberty," while all its guns are distributed "to the^m^ 
republican workmen." * — From hour to hour as the day advances, 
we see in the refractory sections all authority passing over to the 
side oi force; at the Finist^e, Butte-des-Moulins, Lombards, 
Fratemit6, and Marais^ sections, the encourage sans-culoUes 
obtain the ascendency, nullify the deliberations of the moderates, 
and, in the afternoon, their delegates go and take the oath at the 
H6tel.de-ville. 

Meanwhile the Commune, dragging behind it the semblance 
of popular unanimity, besieges the Convention with multiplied 
and threatening petitions. As on the 27th of May, the petition- 
ers invade the hall, and "mix in fraternally with the members of 
the * Left.' " Forthwith, on the motion of Levasseur, the " Moun- 
tain," "confident of its place being well guarded," leaves it and 
passes over to the "Right" * Invaded in its turn, the " Right *• 
refuses to join in the deliberations; Vergniaud demands that 
"the Assembly join the armed force on the square, and put itself 
under its protection " ; he and his firiends leave the hall, and the 
decapitated majority falls back upon its usual hesitating course. 
All is hubbub and uproar around it In the hall the clamors of 
the "Mountain," the petitioners, and the galleries, seem like the 
constant roar of a tempest Outside, twenty or thirty thousand 

> Bnchec et Roux, 307-393. Oflkfad reports of the oommime^ Mmy 31. 

• « Archives Narionalct,** F^ 1,494, regbtor oftfae rsvolotioiiafyooniiiiictae of the Rteabo 
lecdon, oflidal report of May 31, 6 o'clock in the momiiig. 

• Buchex et Roox, XXVII. 335, leiaiop of the Convention, Bfay 31. Petition presented 
by the commissaries b the name of forty-eight sections; tiieir credentials show that they am 
not at fixst authorised by more than twenty-six sections. 

4 Buchex et Rous, 347, 348. MortimexwTemanx, VII. 350 (third despatch of the Hdtol-d^ 
ville delegates, present at the session) : "The Nadonal Assembly was not able to aooepc thn 
above important m e asu res . . . until the perturiwtorsof the Aaseinbly, known under the title 
of the 'Right,' <£&/MMiMii(-iir tkg jmtticg ta fercfH^ tMaiikij werw mi w^rtiky ^ UUdrng 
pmrt imiktm; they e v a cuat ed the Assembly, ati^ %naX gesticahuions and fanprecadoaSk U 
vhkh you know ihej are HaUe." 
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men will probably clash in the streets ; ^ the battalion of Butte- 
des-Moulins, with detachments sent by neighboring sections, is 
intrenched in the Palais-Royal, and Henriot, spreading the report 
that the rich sections of the centre have displayed the white 
cockade, send against it the sans-culottes of the faubourgs Saint- 
Antoine and Saint-Marceau ; cannon are pointed oa both sides. 
— ^These loaded cannon must not be discharged; the signal of 
civil war must not be given ; it is simply necessary " to forestall 
the consequences of a movement which could be only disastrous 
to Uberty,"* and it is important to ensure public tranquillity. 
The majority, accordingly, think that it is acting courageously in 
refusing to the Commune the arrest of the Twenty-two, and of 
the Ministers, Lebrun and Clavi^re ; in exchange for this it con- 
sents to suppress its commission of Twelve ; it confirms the act 
of the Commune which allows forty sous a day to the workmen 
under arms ; it declares freedom of entry into its tribunes, and, 
thanking all the sections, those who defended as well as those 
who attacked it, it maintains the National Guard on permanent 
call, announces a general federation for the loth of August fol- 
lowing, and goes off to fraternise with the battalions in the Palais- 
Royal, in battle array against each other through the calumnies 
of the Commune, and which, undeceived at the last moment, 
now embrace instead of cutting each other's throats. 

This time, again, the advantage is on the side of the Com- 
mune. Not only have many of its requirements been converted 
into decrees, but again, its revolutionary baptism remains in full 
force \ its executive committee is tacitly recognised, the new gov- 
ernment performs its functions, its usurpations are endorsed, its 
general, Henriot, keeps command of the entire armed force, and 
all its dictatorial measures are carried out without let or hin- 
drance. — ^There is another reason why they should be maintained 
and aggravated. "Your victory is only half- won," writes Hubert 
in his Fh^e Duchesne^ "all those b— of intriguers still live ! "— 
On the evening of the 31st of May the Commime issues war- 
rants of arrest against the Ministers, Clavi^re and Lebrun, and 
against Roland and his wife. That same evening and through* 
out the following day and night, and again the day after, the 

> Dauban, " La Demagogie en 1793." Diary of BeauBeu, Blay 31.— DedaiatiQa of Hi» 
dot, Genninal 4, year IIL~Biichez et Roiue, XXVIII. ^gL. 
» IforttaMi^TwMai* VIL 36$. Lictar of the deputy T nliM% J«m ^ 
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Committees of Supervision of the forty-eight sections, conform- 
ably with instructions Irora the Hdtel-de-ville/ read over the lists 
of their quarters,' add new names to these, and send commissaries 
to disarm and arrest the suspected. Whoever has spoken against 
rcvolutioiary committees, or disapproved of the assaults of the 
31st of May, or not openly shown himself on the loth of August, 
or voted on the wrong side in the old Legislative Assembly, is 
eligible ; it is a general, simultaneous raid ; in all the streets we 
see nothing but people seized and sent to prison, or before the 
section committee, under escort, "anti-patriotic" journalists first 
of all, the entire impression of their journals being additionally 
confiscated, and the journal suppressed ; the printing-rooms of 
Gorsas are sacked, seals placed on his presses,' and Prudhomme 
himself is locked up. All resistance is overcome in the Contrat- 
Social, Fraternity, Marais and Marseilles sections, leaving the 
Commune fi-ee, as far as the street is concerned, to recommence 
its attack on the Convention. " Lists of sans-cuiotUs workmen'* 
have been drawn up in each section, and six fi-ancs a head is 
allowed them, payable by the Convention, as indemnity for their 
temporary suspension from work ; * this is a premium offered to 
voters, and as nothing is more potent than cash in hand, Pache 
provides the funds by diverting 150,000 fiancs intended for the 
colonists in San Domingo ; the whole day on the 2d of June, 
trusty men go about among the ranks distributing five-fi*anc 

* Budiez et Roux, XXVII. 35a to 360, 368 to 377. Oflicud reports of die oomznune, June 
I and a. Proclamation of the revoludonaiy committee, June x. "Vonr ddegates have 
ordered the arrest of all suq)ected persons concealing thonselves in the sections of Paris. 
This arrest is in piogi e ss in all quarters." 

'"Archives Nadonales," F', 9,494. Section o( the Rtenion, oflkial report, June i. 
/M£, Junes. Gtizen Robin is arrested on the ad of June, "for having inani(<Dsted opinions 
contrary to the sovereignty df the people in the Nadonal Assembly.** TLe same day a proc^ 
lamatifm is made on the t e rri t or y of the secdon by a deputation <^ die commune, accompanied 
by one member and two drummers, " tending {ttndanits) to make known to die people that 
the coontry will be saved by awatdng (m atetuUuts) with courage die decree which is to be 
rendered to prevent traitors iJUs traitrt) from longer sitting in the aenateJiou'e.'' Ibid.^ 
June 4. The committee decides that it will add new members to its nmnber, but diey wffl be 
taken only from all "good sans-culoU : no notary, no notary's derk, no lawycn nor dieir 
derks, no banker nor rich landlord '* being admissible, unless he gives evidence of unndstaka* 
ble dvism sbce 1789.— C£ F', 9,497 (section of the Droits de rHommeX F^ 8,484 (secdoo 
of the Halle-au-U^), the resemblance in orthography and m their acta; the regitter of tha 
Piques section (F^ 0,475) is one of the most interesting ; here may be feand die detaib of die 
appearance of die min^teis belbre It; the committee that evamines them docs not evca spei 
dieir names correcdy, "Clavier" bebg often written lor Oavitee, and "Goycr** fer CloMer 

• Buches et Roax, XXVIIL r>. 

4Ba^ay«tRoin^XXVIL 3a . OiBdalfepoitBofdieooanaB^ J«m t. 
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assignatsJ Vehicles loaded with supplies accompany each bat 
talion, the better to keep the men under arms ; ^ the stomach 
needs filling up, and a pint of wine is excellent for strengthening 
patriotic sentiment. Henriot has ordered back from Courbevoie 
the battalions of volunteers which a few days before had been 
enlisted for La Vend^e,^ the dissolute pillaging "adventurers,'' 
later known as " the heroes of the 500 francs." Besides these 
he has under his thumb Rosenthal's hussars, a body of German 
veterans who do not understand French, and will remain deaf to 
any legal summons. Finally, he surrounds the Convention with 
a circle of picked sans-culotteSy especially cannoneers, the best of 
Jacobins,* who drag along with them the most formidable park 
of artillery, 163 cannons, with grates and charcoal to heat the 
balls. The^ Tuileries is thus encircled by bands of roughs and 
fanatics ; the National Guard, five or six times as many,' brought 
out " to give the air of a popular movement to the proceedings 
of five or six thousand bandits," cannot come to the aid of the 
Convention, it being stationed out of reach, beyond the Pont- 
Toumant, which is raised, and behind the wooden fence separat- 
ing the Carrousel fi-om the palace. Kept in its position by its 
orders, merely serving as a stationary piece of scenery, employed 
against itself unbeknown to itself,* it can do no more than let the 
factionists act who serve as its advanced guard. — Early in the 
morning the vestibules, stairs and passages in the hall of the 
Convention have been invaded by the fi-equenters of the gal- 

■ Mdllan, 307.—*' Fragment," by Lanjuiiiais.—'* Dhtmal," of BeanHeu, June s. Buchoi 
•t Roux, XXVIL 399 (speech by Bmnire). 

> Buchez et Roux, XXVII. 357. Official reports of the commune, June x. 

• Meillan, 58, 53, 307. Buchez et Rous, XXVIII. 14 ('< Pi^ds," by Gonbi). 

« Buchez et Roux, XXVII. 359. Official reports cS the commune, June x. "One ■!■»■ 
ber of the Coundl stated that on going to the Beaurepoire section he was not wdl l e c e i rei l ; 
that the president of this section spoke uncivilly to him and took htm for an imaginary mm- 
mapoMst ; that he was threatened with the lock-up, and that his liberty was soldy due to 
the brave citizens of the Sans-cnlottes section and tki coMnoHurs qf the Buiurtpedn ttcUoH 
who went with him/'— Preparations for die invcstam began on the xst of June. C Ar- 
chives Nationales," F', 2,497, official reports ct the Droits de I'Hoaune section, June x.) 
Orders of Henxiot to the commandant of die section to send "400 homme et la compagnie da 
canonier avec les a pitees de canon au Carouzd le long des Thuilerie plasse de la R6to> 



* Lanjufauds states xoo^ooo men, Meillan 50,000: the deputies of die Somme say 60,000^ bat 
without any evidence. Judging by various indications I should put the number mudx lowai^ 
on Mconnt of the disarmament and absentees: say 30,000 men, the same as May 3X. 

* Mortimer-Temaux, VII. 566. Letter of the deputy Loiseau: *'I passed through th* 
whole of one battaHon : the men all said that they did not know why the movement wm 
■ads* that only their offosn knew." (June x.) 
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eries and the women under pay ; die commandant of the post, 
with his officers, have been confined by "men with moustaches," 
armed with sabres and pistols ; the legal guard has been replaced 
with an extraordinary guard,^ and the deputies are prisoners. If 
one of them is obliged to go out for a moment, it is imder the 
supervision of four fiisileers, "who conduct him, wait for him, and 
bring him back/' * Others, in trying to look out the windows, 
are aimed at; the venerable Dussaulx is strudc, and Boissy 
d'Anglas, seized by the throat, returns with his cravat and shirt 
all in shreds. For six hours by the clock the Convention is un« 
der arrest, and when the decree is passed, ordering the removal 
of the armed force bearing upon it, Henriot replies to the officer 

who notifies him of it : " Tell yom: d president that he and his 

Assembly may go to h — . If he don't surrender the Twenty-two 
in an hom:, I'll send him there 1 " ' 

In the hall the majority, abandoned by its recognised guides 
and its favorite spokesmen, grows more and more feeble fix>m 
hour to hour. Brissot, Pdtion, Guadet, Gensonn6, Buzot, SaUc, 
Grangeneuve, and others, two-thirds of the Twenty-two, kept 
away by their fiiends, remain at home.* Vergniaud, who had 
come, remains silent, and then leaves; the ^ Mountam," probably^ 
gaining by his absence, allows him to pass out. Four other 
Girondists who remain in the Assembly to the end, Isnard, Dus- 
saulx, Lauthenas, and Fauchet, consent to resign; when tfie 
generals give up their swords, the soldiers soon lay down their 
arms. Lanjuinais, alone, who is not a Girondist, but a Catholic 
and Breton, speaks like a man against this outrageous attack on 
the nation's representatives ; they rush at him and assail him in 
the tribime; the butcher, Legendre, simulating <<the cleaver's 
blow," cries out to him, "Come down or I'll knock jrou down ! " 
A group of Montagnards spring forward to hdp Legendre, and 

■ Baches et Ronx, XXVIL 40a ffnwlnii of the ConyemkB, Jont «.*-XXVllL 43 (kwport 
bf S«bKlm). 

'Mordmer-Tenuuix, VIL39a. Oflidal repot of the Jaodbia Cliils Jvw • "Tliedipv. 
tiee were io Mnroonded as not to be able to go oat even ftr tpedal pui potM." M i,^ 968 
Letter of the deputy Lobeau. 

• Bodies et Rous, XXVIIL 44. Report by SahufiiL— Mcilkii, ejj llwtlnur Tonni. 
VIL 547. Declaration of the deputies of the Somme. 

«MciIlan, 52.— P«tioo, '*M6noiret," 109 (Edition Dauban).—Iju4a!&alt riViIiwtl 
•99. '* NeariyaU those called Girondists thought it beat to stay away.'^^Letter of V«|rfMid 
loaea antfaoigj^ MMhrfw />isiiy>rf^ June 5, 1793). "IlefttheAaaiaibly7«slMdaf> 
t mA % oV 



Digitized 



by Google 



%y. m. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 34$ 

one of them daps a pistol to his throat; ^ he dings fast to the 
tribune and strives in vain, for his party around him lose their 
spirits. — At this moment Barrfere, remarkable for expedients, pro- 
poses to the Convention to adjourn, and hold the session " amidst 
the armed force that will aflford it protection." • All other things 
filing, the majority avails itself of this last straw. It rises in a 
body, in spite of the vociferations in the galleries, descends the 
great staircase, and proceeds to the entrance of the Carrousel. 
There the Montagnard president, H6rault-S^chelles, reads the 
decree of Henriot, which enjoins him to withdraw, and he offi- 
dally and correctly summons him in the usual way. But a large 
number of the Montagnards have followed the majority, and are 
there to encourage the insurrection; Danton takes Henriofs 
hand and teUs him, in a low voice, '^ Go ahead, don't be afiraid ; 
we want to show that the Assembly is free, be firm."' At this 
the tall bedizened gawky recovers his assurance, and m his husky 
voice, he addresses the president: "Hfciult, the people have 
not come here to listen to big words. You are a good patriot. 
... Do you promise on your head that the Twenty-two 
shall be given up in twenty-four hours?" "No." "Then, in 
^t case, I am not responsible. To arms, cannoneers, make 
your guns ready ! " The cannoneers take their lighted matches, 
"the cavalry draw their sabres, and the infantry aim at the dep- 
uties."* Forced back on this side, the unhappy Convention 
turns to the left, passes through the archway, foUows the broad 
avenue through the garden, and advances to the Pont-Toumant to 
find an outlet There is no outlet ; the bridge is raised, and every- 
where the barrier of pikes and bayonets remains impenetrable ; 
shouts of " Vive la Mantagne / Vive Marat / To the guillotine 
with Brissot, Vergniaud, Guadet and Gensonn6 ! Away with bad 
blood!" greet the deputies on all sides, and the Convention, sim- 
ilar to a flock of sheep, in vain turns roimd and roimd in its pen. 
At this moment, to get them back into the fold, Marat, like a bark- 
ing dog, runs up as fast as his short legs will allow, followed by 
his troop of tatterdemalions, and exclaims : " Let all loyal dqm- 

iLiijuinais, "Fragment," 999. 
•Baches et Rotuc, XXVII. 40a 

•Robinet, <'Le Practe de Dantoo," 169. Wonk of Daatoo (aooonBnc to Ite acin^f a 
, Topino-Lebntn). 



«BBcfa«t ec Roox, XXVIL 44. Report bj Saladin — ]ieiIfau^ 59.— Ladidpdik joiL $■ 
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ties return to their posts ! " With bowed heads, they mechan- 
ically return to the hall ; it is immediately dosed, and they are 
once more in confinement To assist them in their deliberatioDS 
a crowd of tjie well-disposed entered pell-mell along with diem. 
To watch them and hurry on the matter, the sans-culoUeSy with 
fixed bayonets, gesticulate and threaten them from the galleries. 
Outside and inside> necessity, with its iron hand, has seized them 
and holds them fast. There is a dead rilence. Couthon, a par- 
al3rtic, tries to stand up ; his friends carry him in their arms to 
the tribune ; an intimate friend of Robespierre's, he is a grave 
and important personage ; he sits down, and in his mild tone of 
voice, he speaks : "Citizens, all members of the Convention must 
now be satisfied of their freedom. . . . You are now aware 
that there is no restraint on your deliberations." ^ 

The comedy is at an end. Even in MoH&re there is none like 
it The sentimental cripple in the tribune winds up by demand- 
ing that the Twenty-two, the Twelve, and the Ministers, Clavi^ 
and Lebrun be placed in arrest. Nobody opposes the motion,' 
^because physical necessities begin to be fidt, and an impressioa 
of terror pervades the Assembly." Several say to themselves^ 
''Well, alter all, those who are proscribed wiU be as well off at 
borne, where they will be safe. ... It is better to put iq;> 
with a lesser evil than encounter a greater one." Another ez- 
dahns: "It is better not to vote than to betpay one's trust'' 
The salvo being found, all consciences are easy. Two-thirds of 
the Assembly declare that they will no longer take part in the 
discussions, hold aloo^ and remain in their seats at each calling 
of the vote. With the exception of about fifty members of the 
" Right," who rise on the side of the Girondists, the " Mountain," 
whose forces are increased by the insurgents and amateurs sitting 
firatemally in its midst, alone votes for, and finally passes the de- 
cree. — Now that the Convention has mutilated itsd^ it is check- 
mated, and is about to become a governing machine in the 
service of a clique; the Jacobin conquest is completed, and in 
the hands of the victors, the grand operations of the guillotine 
are going to commence. 
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VIII. 

Let us observe them at this decisive moment I doubt if any 
such contrast ever presented itself in any country or in any age. 
— ^Through a series of purifications in an inverse sense, the £eu:- 
tion has become reduced to its dregs ; nothing remains of the 
vast surging wave of 17S9 but its fix>di and its slime; the rest 
has been cast off or has withdrawn to one side; at first the high- 
est class, the clergy, the nobles, and the parliamentarians ; next 
the middle class of traders, manufacturers, and the bourgeois ; 
and finally the best of the inferior class, small proprietors, farmers,' 
and master-workmen — ^in short, the prominent in every pursuit, 
profession, state, or occupation, whoever possesses capital, a rev- 
enue, an establishment, respectability, pid>lic esteem, education, 
\ and mental and moral culture. The party in June, 1793, is com- 
. posed of little more than shiftless workmen, town and coimtry 
vagabonds, inmates of hospitak, trulls and trollops of the gutter, 
a degraded and dangerous populace,* outcasts fix>m society, those 
gone astray, libertines, the crazy of every description; and in 
Paris, fix>m which they command the rest of France, their troop, 
an insignificant minority, is recruited fix>m that refiise of human- 
ity infesting all capitals, amongst the epileptic and scrofiilous 
rabble which, inheriting vitiated blood and rendering this still 
more so by its misconduct, imports into civilisation the degen- 
eraqr, imbecility, and infeituations of shattered temperaments, 
retrograde instincts, and bad cerebral organisations.' What it 
did with the powers of the State is narrated by three or four con- 
temporary witnesses; this is revealed in its work and initschiefe; 
we stand face to izat with the men of action and of enterprise 
who have managed the last attack and who represent it the best. — 
Since the 2d of Jime << nearly one-half of the deputies in the Con- 
vention refirain fix>m taking any part in its deliberations; more 

> Baches «t Rom, XXVL 34X. Speech by Chaalet in tfaa Coav«ntioo» ICay & '<Tbe 
cuitivston • • • we ueeilj eU enstocntfs* 

*Siftyes (qnoied by Bennteb "Kstoire de k Comrendonp" IIL 169) thne describee k: 
"Thet fitlee people^ diaii which the Fkench people never bed a man mortal CBesqr* Inces 
sendy obstructed the approeches to the ConventioQ. . . Ac the entrsaoe or exk of the 
Conrentioii the esfoniihffd spectator thought that a new faivaibn of baibarian hordes hac 
suddenly occuned^ a new faiqMion of voracioas, sanguh my hafpies, floddng there to seiae 
bold of the Rerobtloa as if it were the natural prey of their specks." 

•Gouramenr Monit» IL •41. Letter of Oct. 83, 179a. «*The populace—something, 
thank God, that b nnlcaown hi America I "—He ofken brists on this essential characteruMi 
eC the Fkeach E e t uhOi oo.— On this ever-present class, see the accurate and compkte w >tlc 
wdl wppwted by fca» ef Dr Lembroeot **UUomo delinquente." r^ t 
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than one hundred and fifty have fled or disjtppeared;''* there is 
its work — the mute, the absent, the condemned. On the even- 
ing of June 2 the fiiend of its heart, the director of its con- 
science, the foul abortion, Maiat, the charlatan, monomam'ac, 
and murderer, who regulaily every mommg pours his political 
poison into its bosom, has at last obtained the discretionary 
power craved by him for the last fotur years, that of Marius and 
Sylla, that of Octavius, Antony, and Lepidus ; the power of add- 
ing or removing names from Usts of proscription : '^ while di% 
reading was going on he indicated retrenchments or augmenta- 
tions, the reader effiicing or adding names as he suggested them, 
without any consultation whatever with the Assembly."* — ^At the 
H6tel-de-ville on the 3d of June, in the Salle de la Reine, P6tion 
and Guadet, under arrest, see with their own eyes this Central 
Committee which has jjast started the insurrection, and which 
through its singular delegation sits enthroned over all other 
established authorities. "Some stretched out on the benches 
and others leaning on the tables with their elbows, were snoring;' 
others were barefoot or wearing their shoes slipshod like slippers; 
almost all were dirty and poorly clad; their clothes were unbut- 
toned, their hair uncombed, and their &ces frightful; they wore 
pistols in their belts, and sabres, with scarfe turned into shoul- 
der-straps. Bottles, bits of bread, fragments of meat and bones 
lay strewn around on the floor, and the odor was intolerable." 
It looks like a robber's den. The chief of the band here is not 
Chaumette, who entertains legal scruples,* nor Pache, who imder 
a mask of Swiss phlegm is cunningly trimming his sails, but an- 
other Marat, more brutal and yet more depraved — Hubert, who 
profits by the opportunity to << put more coal into the fiimace of 
his Fh^e Duchesne^* strildng ofi* 600,000 copies of it, pocketing 
i35»ooo fiancs for the numbers sent to the armies, and gaining 
seventy-five per centum on the contract* — In the street the active 

>MoftinMr-T«iianz, VIL Letter of the deputy Lsplaigiie, July 6. 

•MeQkn, 51.— Buchet et Roux, XXVII. 356. OflficUd report of the wnnrnnne, leMioa el 
June I In the afienoon Manit oomes to the commune, hannguet the oooncil, and givii 
the insuirectiao the last impetus. It is plain that he was chief actor 00 both these dayi 
(June I and a). 

•P«ti0D,ii6i 

« Schmidt, L 37a— Mortimer-Temaux, VII. 391. Letter of Maichand, member of the 
CoBtial Co mml t tge . " I saw Chaumette do eTeiything he could to hinder this gloiioiis i«v» 
hMfan, . . excfaum, shed teais, and tear >«s hair."— Buchez et Roux» XXVIIL 46k Aoooad 
hlf to Saladin, Chaumette went so Car »:» ie demand Hubert's anesL 

•llattimei^T•raauJ^ VIL 30a— C£ ** Le vieux Cordelier/' by C r^'«"»^*qnffL Ho, » 
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body of supporters consists of two bands, one military and the 
other civil, the former composed of roughs who are soon to fur- 
nish the revolutionary army. "This army* exists (in reality) 
since 1789. The agents of the Duke of Orleans formed its first 
nucleus. It grew, became organised, had officers appointed to 
it, mustering points, orders of the day, and a peculiar slan^. . . 
All the revolutions were effected by its aid; it excited popular 
violence everywhere, even when nof present in a body. On the 
1 2th of July, 1789, it had Keeker's bust carried in public and the 
theatres closed; on the 5th of October it started the populace off 
to Versailles; on the 2oth of April, 1791, it caused the king's arrest 
in the court of the Tuileries. . . . Led by Westermann and 
Foumier, it formed the centre battalion in the attack of August 
10, 1792 ; it executed the September massacreiS; it protected the 
Maratists on the 31st of May, 1793, ... its composition 
is in keeping with its exploits and its functions. It contains the 
most determined scoundrels, the brigands of Avignon, the scum 
of Marseilles, Brabant, Liige, Switzerland and the shores dl 
Genoa." Through a careful sifting,* it is to be inspected, 
strengthened, made worse, and converted into a legal body of 
janissaries under triple pay; once "augmented with idle hair- 
dressers, lackeys out of place, outdoor motion-makers and other 
wretches unable to earn their bread honorably," it will supply the 
detachments needed for garrison at Bordeaux, Lyons, Dijon and 
Nantes, still leaving "ten thousand of these mamdi&es to keep 
down the capital." 

The civil body of supporters comprises, first, those who haunt 
the sections, and are about to receive 40 sous for attending each 
meeting; next, the troop of figure-heads who, in other public 
places, are to represent the people, about 1,000 damorers and 
claqueurs^ "two-thirds of which are women." "While I was 

■ MaDet-Dupan, II. 59 (March 8, 1794).— The titnlar goieral of the levohidoaaiy ann^ 
was RoDsn. "Previous to the Revolutkm he was a seedy author earning his ttvlng mtk 
vepotadoo by working fiv the boulevard stalls. . . One day a penon inftrmed him thai 
his staff * was behaving very badly, acting tyrannically in the most outrageoos nuumer at Iha 
theatres and everywhere else, striking women and tearing their bonnets to pieces. Yourav 
commit rape^ piDage, and massacre.' To which he replied: 'Well, what shall I do? I 
know that they are a k)C of ruffians as wen as you do; but those are the feUows I need te sy 
wmluliiaiiiiaimy. Find me honest people^ ifyou can, that win do that bnrfosss."* Qhnk 
MwM^ •'CdmesdafaiRfivofaitiom'' V. 19a) 

•BMks at Roai» XXDL isa. 
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free," says Bcaulieu,* " I closely observed their movements. If 
was a magic-lantern constantly in operatioii. They travelled to 
and fro from the Convention to the Revehitionaiy Tribunal, and 
from this to the Jacobin Club, or to the Commune, which held 
its meetings in the evening. . . . They scarcely took time 
for their natural requirements ; they were often seen dining and 
supping at their posts when any general measure or any impor- 
tant murder was on the carpet." Henriot is the commander-in- 
chief of both hordes, formerly a swindler, then a police-spy, then 
imprisoned at Bicfitre for robbery, and then one of the Septem- 
ber murderers. His military bearing and popularity are due to 
parading the streets in the miiform of a general, and appearing 
in humbug performances ; he is the tjrpe of a swaggerer, always 
drunk or soaked with brandy. With the head of a numbskuD, a 
cracked voice, blinking eyes, and a face distorted by nervous 
twitchings, he possesses dl the externals characteristic of his 
employment. ''In talking, he vociferates like men with the 
scurvy; his voice is sepulchral, and when he stops talking his 
features come to rest only after repeated agitations; he blinks 
three times, after which his &ce recovers its equilibrium." * — Ma- 
rat, Hubert, and Henriot, the maniac, the thief and the brute. 
Were it not for the dagger of Charlotte Corday, it is prob- 
able that this trio, master of the press and of the armed 
force, aided by Jacques Roux, Leclerc, Vincent, Ronsin, and 
other madmen of the slums, would have put aside Danton, sup- 
pressed Robespierre, and governed FVance. Such are the coun- 
sellors, the favorites, and the leaders of the ruling dass;' did 
one not know what was to occur during the next fourteen months, 
one might form an idea of its government from the quality of 
these men. 

And yet, such as this government is, FVance accepts or sub- 
mits to it. In fact, Lyons, Marseilles, Toulon, Nismes, Bordeaux, 
Caen, and other cities, feeling the knife at their throats,* turn 

> Beaofieu, "EaMb nir k Rdvolndon," V. aoa 

■Sdunklt, II. 85. Report of Dutard, Jtme «4 (00 die rsriew of die |ii» » iiiui etwing^ 
"Asoitof low-chisaitisaii wfaoteemed tometohave beenaaoifier^ . . A Bpai e ndy hi 
bad associated only with*dii8ipated men ; I am sore that be wodd be fimad find of 1 
wine, women, and everything diat denotes a bad diameter." 

* Barbarotix, is. "The movement given to die Revolnrion tends to canae die < 
anoe of abk men and to place die hehn of affiira in the hands of 1 
MBoa and vice." 

*Uaiw>gae^ " Hlstohe » h R<vohidon dans ie d 'j jwtem e m da Vy," if<L All 
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aside the stroke with a movement of horror. They rise against 
these local Jacobins ; but it is nothing more than an instinctive 
movement They do not think of forming States within the 
State, as the "Mountain" pretend*? that they do, nor of usurping 
the central authority, as the " Mountain " actually does. Lyons 
cries, "Long live the Republic, one and indivisible," receives 
with honor the commissioners of the Convention, permits con- 
voys of arms and horses destined for the army of the Alps to 
pass ; to excite a revolt there, requires the insensate demands of 
Parisian despotism just as in La Vendue, to render that province 
insurgent, requires the brutal persistence of religious persecution. 
Without the prolonged oppression that weighs down consciences, 
and the danger to life always imminent, no city or province would 
have attempted secession. Even under this government of in- 
quisitors and butchers no community, save those of Lyons and 
La Vendue, makes any sustained effort to break up die State, 
withdraw from it and live by itself. The national sheaf has been 
too [strongly bound together by secular centralisation. One's 
country exists ; and when that country is in danger, when the 
armed stranger attacks the frontier, one follows the flag-bearer, 
whoever he may be, whether usurper, adventurer, blackguard, or 
cut-throat, provided only that he marches in the van and holds 
the banner with a firm hand.^ To tear that flag fix>m him, to con- 
test his pretended right, to expel him and replace him by another, 
would be a complete destruction of the common weaL Brave 
men sacrifice their own repugnances for the sake of the common 
good ; in order to serve France, they serve her imworthy govern- 
ment In the committee of war, the engineering and staff officers 
who give their days to studying the military map, think of nothing 
else than of knowing it thoroughly ; one of them, d'Arcon, << man- 
aged the raising of the siege of Dunkirk, and of the blockade 
of Maubeuge;* nobody excels him in penetration, in practical 
knowledge, in quick perception and in imagination; it is a 

"the spirit of coantcMevohitkm was nodiiiig ebs than the Mndment of •el£>pcesemUion.'' 
It was tiio same thing at Ljona. (MoOiac, *'Soitv«iiir de trob ann^e de la R«volntiaii4 
Lyoo," p. 14-) 

> Gouvemeur Motria, XL 395. Latter of Jan. ai, 1794. "Admitting what haa ban 
anertcd ky pcnona b a iitoation to know the truth and deeply '■'TTrtnl to piov« the con- 
trary, it is an tmdonbtad truth that ninety-oInoJiandredtha are oppoaed to dl Idaaa of a ^ 
venbenMDt^ and will Cgfat to pravant it ' 

•lfannPppiiwIL44' 
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q>trit of flame, a brain compact of resources. I speak of him,'' 
says Mallet-Dupany '^from an intimate acquamtance often yean. 
He is no more a revoluiumnaire than I am.'' Camot does even 
more than this : he gives up his honor when, with his colleagues 
on the Committee of. Public Safety, Billaud-Varennes, Couthon, 
Saint-Just, Robespierre, he puts lids name to decrees which are 
assassinations. A like devotion brings recruits into the armies 
by hundreds of thousands, boungeais'^ and peasants, from the vol* 
unteers of 1791 to the levies of 1793 ; and the latter class fight 
not only for France, but also, and more than all, for the Revolu- 
tion. For, now that the sword is drawn, the mutual and grow- 
ing exasperation leaves only the extreme parties in the field. 
Since the loth of August, and more espedsdly since the 21st of 
January, it has no longer been a question how to deal with the 
ancient r6gime, of cutting away its dead portions or its trouble-^ 
some thorns, of accommodating it to modem wants, of estab- 
lishing civil equality, a limited monarchy, a parliamentary govern- 
ment The question is how to escape conquest by armed force, 
to avert the military executions of Brunswick,* the vengeance of 
the proscribed imigr^Sy the restoration and the aggravation of the 
old feudal and fiscal order of things. Both through their tradi- 
tions and their experience, the mass of the coimtry people hate 
this ancient order, and with all the accumulated hatred that is 
begotten by an unceasing and secular spoliation. At whatever 
price, the rural masses will never again suffer the tax-collector 
among them, nor the excise man in the cellar, nor the fiscal 
agent on the fixmtier. For them the ancient r6gime is nothing 
more than these things; and, in fieu:t, they have paid no taxes, 

1 Aaoag other d1^rv1r-^1^ the ftOonHiig letter will ahow the qoiHtjr of dftete recniils» «ipo> 
daDyof the recruits of 179X, who were nmch the bei^ men. (Letter from the mniidpol o&- 
oem of Donit Deoeahmr tB, 179a, ** Archnres Natkmalef," F^ 3^275.) <*T1ie eoomnme of 
Dontii madenpof three daaeeiof cilisent: The licheet due, compoced of penoiu oon- 

fa 111 ie ttir urnfinlim 1* ''^ •' *r^' * — ' -^ * The eeoond, compoeed 

ef weD 10 do people fille the adminietrfctive pneitionii It is egainst diem that the fiuy of die 
tathnlentii aimed; hal tk^u^tMig clou wA^ cmld maJktmiUamctAaw^g^iui^J^gikidkg 
mum) <«inwii/. The third dam, and the most numerous, k made up in part of the aaditioaB 
•ad hi put of fadioren, who^ not daring to mix in the revolt, content thcnaelves with rniilii^ 
the tax 00 fiain."->Toulongeoo, " Histoire de France depute la R^rolution," IV. 94. "Do 
Mt degrade a nadoo by ascribing base motives to it and a servile fear. Every coe^ 00 lbs 
cootsary, felt Umseif infbnned by an exalted instina for the public wclfere;"—GoQvioo Saiat. 
Cyr, "MAncirei,'* I. 56: '* A young man would have bkished to remain at home when the 
bidspendenoe of die nation wak threatened. Each one quitted his studies or his pinfriilim 

• Goovioo Seint-Cyr, a6. **Tha manifrito of Brunswick assignt to Fiance more thaa • 
I batmlioBS, wfaid^ widiin dunee week% wm« caked, armed, sad put ia the Mi* 
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or scarcely any, since the beginning of the Revolution. On this 
matter the people's idea is fixed, positive, unalterable ; and a* 
soon as they perceive in the distant future the possible re-estab- 
lishment of the taiUe^ villein-taxes, and seignorial rights, they 
choose their side; they ^ill fight to the death.-r-As to the arti- 
sans and lesser bourgsois^ their excitement is the magnificent 
prospect of careers, to which the doors are thrown open, of im- 
bounded advancement, of promotion offered to merit;, more than 
all, their illusions are ^ intact 

In the camp without, before the enemy, those noUe generalisa- 
tions which among the Parisian demagogues had become san- 
guinary harlots, remain virgin in the imagination of the ofiicer 
and the soldier. Liberty, equality, the rights of man, the reign 
of reason — all these vague and sublime images moved before 
their eyes when they dimbed the escarpment of Jemmapes under 
a storm of grapeshot, or when they wintered, with naked feet, 
among the snows of the Vosges. These ideas, in descending firom 
heaven to earth, were not smirched and trodden under their feet ; 
they did not see them transformed in their hands to fiightful 
caricatures. These men are not pillars of clubs, nor brawlers in 
the sections, nor the inquisitors of a committee, nor hired denun- 
ciators, noi providers for the scaffold. Apart firom the demonism 
of revolution, brought back to common sense by the presence of 
danger, perceiving the inequality of talents, the necessity of obe- 
dience, diey do the woik of men ; they suffer, they fiist, they face 
bullets, they are conscious of their disinterestedness and their 
sacrifices ; they are heroes, and they look upon themselves as lib- 
erators.^ Over this idea their pride exalts itself. According to 
a great observer* who knew their siurvivors, "many of them 
believed that the French alone were reasonable bemgs. To our 
eyes the inhabitants of the rest of £urope, who were fighting to 
keep their chains, were only pitiable imbeciles or knaves sold to 
the despots who were attacking us. Pitt and Cobourg seemed 
to us the chief of these knaves and the personification of all the 
treachery and stupidity in the world. In 1794 our inmost, seri- 
ous sentiment was wholly contained in this idea : to be useful to 
our country ; all other things, our clothes, our food, advancement, 

I In respect of thme leniimeiits, c£ Gouvkm Saint^yr, '* Mteoiiii^" an42V«v< «*Qv» 
fMgnet de la RAvohiiioo FkaogaiM dus kt .Pjiriiifi c ' 
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were poor ephemeral details. As society did not exist, there was 
no such thing for us as social success, that leading element in the 
character of our nation. Our only gatherings were national fes- 
tivals, affecting ceremonies which nourished in us the love of our 
country. In the streets our eyes filled with tears when we saw 
an inscription in honor of the young drummer, Barra. . . This 
sentiment was the only religion we had. " ' But it was a religion. 
When the heart of a nation is so high it will deliver itself, in spite 
of its rulers, whatever their excesses may be, whatever their 
crimes; for the nation atones for their follies by its courage; it 
hides their crimes beneath its great achievements. \ 

> Gouyion-Sadnt-Cjrr, ** Mtooires/' p. 43. " Patriotism made up for CYcrjrtliiiif : It 
alone gave as Tictory; it supplied our most pressiiiff needs.** 
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